a  i  i  C, 


RISE  and  PROGRESS 


A 


OF 


RELIGION  in  the  Soul  ; 

Illustrated 

In  a  COURSE  of  Serious  and 
Practical  Addresses,, 

Suited  to  PERSONS  of  every  Cha  r  a  c  t  e  r* 
and  Circumstance  ; 


Wit 


H 


A  Devout  Meditation  or  Prayer  added  to 

each  CHAPTER. 


By  P.  DODDRIDGE,  D.  D. 


%Sa  feret  hic  Greffum,  Fontes  dabit  arida  Vallis, 

Inque  cavas  Fcjfas  depluet  Agmen  Aqua?  : 

Injlaurabit  Iter  Vires  ;  et  Nu minis  Ora 
Vi  fur  us  Solymes  Jiget  in  JEde  Pedem. 

Johnft.  PM.  Ixxxiv.  5, 


Tejii/yi, 


in? 


Repentance  toward  GOD,  and  Faith  toward 


our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl. 


.  Ads  xx.  21. 


rVhom  we  preach,  warning  every  Man,  and  teaching  every  Man 

at:  lZ!l/om  ;  that  we  may  Prelent  ^ery  Man  terfea  in 
Lhrlfi  Jefus-  Col.  i.  28. 


The  SIXTH  EDITION. 


,  ,  n  S  O  S  T  O  N,  N.  E. 

ed  by  Rocers  Rnd  Fowle  for  D.  Henchman  in 

Cornhill.  1749, 


1 


To  the  R EYE  REND 

Dr.  ISAAC  WATTS. 

Reverend  and  Dear  S  IRy 

ITH  the  mod  affe&ionate  Gratitude 
and  Refpeft,  I  beg  leave  to  prefent 
to  you  a  Book,  which  owes  its  Ex- 
idence  to  your  Requeft,  its  Copi- 
oufnefs  to  your  Plan,  and  much  of  its  Perfpicuity  to 
your  Review,  and  to  the  Ufe  I  made  of  your  Re¬ 
marks  on  that  Part  of  it,  which  your  Health  and 
Lei  fare  would  permit  you  to  examine.  I  addrefs 
it  to  you,  not  to  beg  your  Patronage  to  it,  for  of  that 
I  am  already  well  allured  *,  and  much  lefs  from  any 
Ambition  of  attempting  your  Character,  for  which* 
if  I  were  more  equal  to  the  Subject,  1  diould  think 
this  a  very  improper  Place  :  But  chiefly  from  a  fe- 
cret  Delight,  which  I  find  in  the  Thought  of  being 
known  to  thofe  whom  this  may  reach,  as  one  whom 
you  have  honoured,  not  only  with  your  Friendfhip, 
but  with  fo  much  of  your  Efteem  and  Approbation 
too,  as  mull  fubftantially  appear  in  your  commit¬ 
ting  a  Work  to  me,  which  you  had  yourfelf  pro- 

jected  as  one  of  the  mod  confiderable  Services  of 
your  Life. 

f  I  ^have  long  thought  the  Love  of  Popular  Ap- 
plauie  a  Meannds,  which  a  Philofophy  far  inferior 
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to  that  oF  our  Divine  Mafter  might  have  taught  us 
to  conquer.  But  to  be  efteemed  by  emkintly 
Great  and  Good  Men,  to  whom  we  are  intimately 
known,  appears  to  me,  not  only  one  of  the  moft 
folid  Atteftations  of  fome  real  Worth,  but,  next  to 
tne  Approbation  of  God  and  our  own  Confidences, 
one  of  its  moft  valuable  Rewards.  It  will,  I  doubt 
not,  be  found  fo  in  that  World,  to  which  Spirits  like 
yours  are  tending,  and  for  which  through  Divine 
Grace  you  have  obtained  fo  uncommon  a  Degree 
of  Ripenefs.  And  permit  me.  Sir,  while  I  write 
this,  to  refrefh  myfelf  with  the  Hope,  that  when 
that  Union  of  Hearts,  which  has  fo  long  fubfifted 
between  us,  fhall  arrive  to  its  full  Maturity  and  En¬ 
dearment  there,  it  will  be  Matter  of  mutual  Delight, 
to  recolleft,  that  you  have  afligned  me,  and  that  I 
have  in  fome  Degree,  executed  a  Talk,  which  may 
perhaps,  under  the  Blefling  of  God,  awaken  and 
improve  Religious  Sentiments  in  the  Minds  of  thofe 
whom  we  leave  behind  us,  and  of  others  who  may 
arife  after  us  in  this  vain,  tranfitory,  infnaring 
World. 

Such  is  the  Improvement  you  have  made  of  your 
Capacities  for  Service,  that  I  am  fully  perfuaded. 
Heaven  has  received  very  few,  in  thefe  latter  Ages, 
who  have  done  fo  much  to  ferve  its  Interefts  here 
below  ;  few,  who  have  laboured  in  this  bed  of 
Caufes  with  equal  Affiduity,  and  equal  Succefs. 
And  therefore,  I  cannot  But  join  with  all  who  wifh 
well  to  the  Chriftian  Intereft  among  us,  in  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  Goodnefs  of  Providence  to  you  and  to 
the  Church  of  Chrijl ,  in  prolonging  a  Life  at  once 
fo  valuable  and  fo  tender,  to  fuch  an  advanced 
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Period.  With  them,  Sir,  I  rejoice,  that  God  hath 
given  you  to  poffefs  in  fo  extraordinary  a  Degree, 
not  only  the  Confcioufnefs  of  intending  great  Be¬ 
nefit  to  the  World,  but  the  Satisfaction  of  having 
effected  it,  and  of  feeing  fuch  an  Harveft  already 
fpringing  up,  I  hope  as  an  Earneft  of  a  much  more 
copious  Increafe  from  thence.  With  Multitudes 
more  I  biefs  God,  that  you  are  not,  in  this  Even¬ 
ing  of  fo  afflicted  and  yet  fo  laborious  a  Day,  ren¬ 
dered  entirely  incapable  of  ferving  the  Publick 
from  the  Prefs,  and  from  the  Pulpit  ;  and  that 
amidft  the  Pain  which  your  aCtive  Spirit  feels,  when 
thefe  pleafing  Services  fuffer  long  Interruptions  from 
Bodily  Weaknefs,  it  may  be  fo  Singularly  refrefhed 
by  reflecting  on  that  Sphere  of  extenfive  Ufeful- 
nefs,  in  which  by  your  Writings  you  continually 
move. 


I  congratulate  you,  dear  Sir,  that  while  you 
are  in  a  Multitude  of  Families ,  and  Schools  of  the 
lower  Clafs,  condefcending  to  the  humble,  yet  Im¬ 
portant  Work  of  forming  Infant  Minds  to  the  firft 
Rudiments  of  Religious  Knowledge  and  devout  Im- 
preftions,  by  your  various  Catechifms  and  Divine 
Songs  ;  you  are  alfo  daily  reading  Leflures  of  ho- 
gick,  and  other  ufeful  Branches  of  Pbilofophy ,  to  ftu- 
dious  Youth  :  And  this,  not  only  in  private  Aca¬ 
demies,  but  in  the  moft  publick  and  celebrated  Seats 
of  Learning  ;  nor  merely  in  Scotland ,  and  in  our 
American  Colonies,  ( where  from  fome  peculiar  Con- 
fiderations,  it  might  moft  naturally  be  expected  ;) 
but,  through  the  amiable  Candor  of  fome  excellent 
Men,  and  accomplifhed  Tutors,  in  our  Engiifb 
Univerftties  too.  I  congratulate  you,  that  you  are 
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teaching,  no  doubt.  Hundreds  of  Minijters,  and 
Thoufands  of  private  Chriftians ,  by  your  Sermons , 
and  other  Theological  Writings  ;  fo  happily  calcula¬ 
ted  to  diffufe  through  their  Minds  that  Light  of 
Knowledge,  and  through  their  Hearts  that  Fervour 
of  Piety,  which  God  has  been  pleafed  to  inkinale 
in  your  own.  But  above  all,  I  congratulate  you, 
that  by  your  Sacred  Poetry ,  efpecially  by  your 
Pfaltns^  and  your  Hymtfs9  you  are  leading  the  Wor- 
fhip,  «*nd  I  truft  alfo  animating  the  Devotion  of 
Myriads  ^  in  our  publick  Aflemblies  every  Sabbath, 
and  in  their  Families  or  Clofets  every  Day.  This] 
Sir,  at  leaft  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Service  of  the 
SanEhiary ,  is  an  unparalleled  Favour,  by  which  God 
Iiath  been  pleafed  to  diflinguifh  you,  I  may  boldly 
fay  it,  beyond  any  of  his  Servants  now  upon  Earth. 
[Wed  may  it  be  efteemed  a  glorious  Equivalent , 
and  indeed  much  more  than  an  Equivalent,  for  all 
$hofe  \  iews  of  Ecclejiaftical  Preferment ,  to  which 
fuch  Talents,  Learning,  Virtues,  and  Intereft  might 
Iiave  intitled  you  in  an  Eftablifhment  •,  and  I  doubt 
not,  but  you  joyfully  accept  it  as  fuch. 


Nor  is  it  eafy  to  conceive,  in  what  Circumftances 
you  could,  on  any  Suppofition,  have  been  eafier 
and  happier,  than  in  that  Pious  and  truly  honourable 
Family ,  in  which,  as  I  verily  believe,  in  fpecial  In¬ 
dulgence  both  to  you  and  to  it.  Providence  has 
been  pleafed  to  appoint  that  you  fhould  fpend  fo 
confiderable  a  Part  of  your  Life.  It  is  my  earneft 
Prayer,  that  all  the  Remainder  of  it  may  be  ferene, 

.  lifeful,  and  pleafant.  And  as,  to  my  certain  Know¬ 
ledge,  your  Compofitions  have  been  the  lingular  Com¬ 
fort  of  many  excellent  Chrijlians  (feme  of  them  num¬ 
bered 
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bered  among  my  deareft  Friends,)  on  their  dying 
Bed  ;  for  I  have  heard  Stanza's  of  them  repeated 
from  the  Lips  of  feveral,  who  were  doubtlefs  in  a 
Few  Hours,  to  begin  the  Song  of  Mofes  and  the  Lamb : 
So  I  hope  and  truft,  that  when  God  (hall  cali  you 
to  that  Salvation ,  for  which  your  Faith  and  Pati¬ 
ence  have  fo  long  been  waiting ,  he  will  fhed  around 
you  the  choiceft  Beams  of  his  Favour,  and  gladden 
your  Heart  with  Confolations ,  like  thofe  which  you 
have  been  the  happy  Inftrument  of  adminiftring  to 
others. 

In  the  mean  Time,  Sir,  be  affured,  that  I  am  not 
a  little  animated  in  the  various  Labours  to  which 
Providence  has  called  me,  by  refledting,  that  I  have 
fuch  a  Contemporary ,  and  efpecially  fuch  a  Friend  j 
whofe  fingle  Prefence  would  be  to  me  as  that  of  a 
Cloud  of  JVitnejfes  here  below, to  awaken  myAlacrity 
in  the  Race  that  is  fet  before  me .  And  1  am  per- 
fuaded,  that  while  I  fay  this,  I  fpeak  the  Sentiment 
of  many  of  my  Brethren,  even  of  various  Denomi¬ 
nations  :  A  Confideration,  which  I  hope  will  do 
fomething  towards  reconciling  a  Heart  fo  generous 
as  yours,  to  the  Delay  of  that  exceeding  and  eternal 
IVeight  of  Glory ,  which  is  now  fo  nearly  approach¬ 
ing.  Yes,  my  honoured  Friend,  you  will,  I  hope, 
chearfully  endure  a  little  longer  Continuance  in  Life 
amidft  all  its  Infirmities ;  from  an  Afifurance,  that 
while  God  is  pleafed  to  maintain  the  Exercife  of 
your  Reafon  it  is  hardly  poffible  that  you  fhould 
live  in  vain ,  to  the  World,  or  yourfelf.  Every 
Day,  and  every  Trial,  is  brightening  your  Crown, 
and  rendering  you  ftil!  more  meet  for  an  Inheritance 
among  the  Saints  in  Light.  Every  Word  that  you 
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Wda?  T  k  Wrks  "°W’  furely,  its  peculiar 

Prltl :  Th;  Eyes  0f  many  are  on  their  pending 
prophet,  eagerly  jntent  that  they  may  catch,  if  not 

yf  Mantle,  at  leaft  feme  Divine  Sentence  from  his 
i^ips,  which  may  long  guide  their  Ways,  and  warm 
.  eir  f^^_arts»  This  Solicitude  your  Friends  brino- 
,nt0  haPPy  Moments,  in  which  they  are  fa¬ 
voured  with  your  Converfe  in  private  :  And  when 
you  are  retired  from  them,  your  Prayers,  I  doubt 
not,  largely  contribute  towards  guarding  your  Coun¬ 
try,  watering  the  Church,  and  blefling  the  World. 
Long  may  they  continue  to  anfwer  thefe  great 
Ends !  And  permit  me,  Sir,  to  conclude  with  ex- 
preffing  my  chearful  Confidence,  that  in  thofe  belt 
Moments  you  are  often  particularly  mindful  of  one, 
who  fo  highly  efteems,  fo  greatly  needs,  and  fo 
jyarmly  returns  that  Remembrance,  as. 

Reverend  and  Dear  Sir, 

r  . 

Tour  mojl  Affectionate  Brother , 

And  Obliged  Humble  Servant . 


jVortfampton, 
Dec.  13.  1744. 


P.  Doddridge. 
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HE  feveral  Hints  given  in  the  Dedication ,  and  the 
Firfi  Chapter  of  this  Treatife,  which  contain'  a  par¬ 
ticular  Plan  of  the  Defign ,  render  it  unneceffary  to 
introduce  it  with  a  long  Preface.  Some  of  my 
Readers  may  perhaps  remember,  that  feveral  Years  ago  I  pro- 
mifed  this  Work  to  the  Publick,  in  the  Preface  to  the  Second 
Edition  of  my  Sermons  on  the  Power  and  Grace  of  Chrif ,  &c. 
My  much  honoured  Friend  Dr.  WATTS  had  laid  the  Scheme , 
efpeciaily  of  the  former  Part :  But  as  thofe  Indifpofitinns,  with 
which  (to  the  unfpeakable  Grief  of  the  Churches,)  GOD  has 
been  pleafed  to  exercife  him,  had  forbid  his  Hopes  of  being 
able  to  add  this ,  to  his  many  Labours  of  Lo<ve  to  immortal 
Souls,  he  was  pleafed  in  a  very  affectionate  and  importunate 
Manner  to  urge  me  to  undertake  it.  And  I  blcfs  GOD 
with  my  whole  Heart,  not  only  that  He  hath  carried  me  thro’ 
this  delightful  Paf\  (  for  fuch  indeed  I  have  found  it,)  but  alfo 
that  He  hath  fpared  that  worthy  and  amiable  Perfon  to  fee 
it  accomplifhed,  and  given  him  Strength  and  Spirit  to  review  fo 
confiderable  a  Part  of  it.  His  Approbation,  expreffed  in 
ffronger  Terms  than  Modefly  will  permit  me  to  repeat,  en¬ 
courages  me  to  hope,  that  it  is  executed  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
as  may,  Jby  the  divine  Bleffing,  render  it  of  feme  general 
Service.  And  I  the  rather  expefl  it  will  be  fo,  as  it  now 
comes  Abroad  into  the  World,  not  only  with  my  own  Prayers 
and  his ,  but  alfo  with  thofe  of  many  other  pious  Friends , 
which  I  have  been  particularly  careful  to  engage  for  its  Suc- 
cefs. 


Into 
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Into  whatever  Hands  this  Work  may  come,  I  mull 
cefire,  that  before  any  pais  their  Judgment  upon  it,  they 
Would  pleafe  to  read  it  through  ;  that  they  may  difcern  the 
Connexion  between  one  Part  of  it  and  another.  Which  I 
the  rather  requeft,  bccaufe  I  have  long  obferved,  that  Chrifi- 
ans  °f  different  Parties  have  been  eagerly  laving  Hold  on 
particular  Parts  of  the  Syftem  of  Divine  Truths*  anti  have 
been  contending  about  them,  as  if  each  had  been  all;  or  as 
if  the  Separation  of  the  Members  from  each  other,  and 
from  the  Head,  were  the  Prefervation  of  tire  Body,  inflead 
of  its  Deftru&ion.  They  have  been  zealous  to  efpoufe  the 
Defence  and  to  maintain  the  Honour  and  Uiefulnefs  of 
each  apart  ;  whereas  their  Honour  as  well  as  Ufefulnefs, 
fee  ms  to  me  to  lie  much  in  their  Connection.  And  Sus¬ 
picions  nave  often  an  fen  betwixt  the  reipedlive  Defenders 
of  each,  which  have  appeared  as  unreafonable  and  abfurd, 
as  if  all  the  Preparations  for  fecuring  one  Part  of  a  Ship 
in  a  Strom  were  to  be  cenfurcd  as  a  Contrivance  to  fink 
the  Red.  I  pray  God,  to  give  to  all  his  Minifers ,  and 
People ,  more  and  more  of  the  Spirit  of  IVifdom ,  and  of 
Lovey  and  of  a  found  Mind ;  and  to  remove  far  from  us  thcf’e 
mutual  fealoufies  and  Animofities ,  which  hinder  our  adling  with 
that  Unanimity,  which  is  neceffary  in  order  to  the  fucccfsful 
carrying  on  our  common  Warfare  againft  the  Enemies  of  Cbri- 
fianity.  We  may  be  fure,  thefe  Enemies  will  never  fail  to 
make  their  own  Advantage  of  cur  multiplied  Divifcns,  and  fe- 
verc  Cornells  with  each  other  :  But  they  mull  neceflarily  lofe 
both  their  Ground  and  their  Influence,  in  Proportion  to  the 
Degree,  in  which  the  Energy  of  Chrifian  Principles  is  felt  , 
to  unite  and  transform  the  Hearts  cf  thofe  by  whom  they 
are  profefTed. 


I  take  this  Opportunity  of  adding,  that  as  this  Treatifg 
may  be  looked  upon  as  the  Sequel  of  my  Sermons  on  R  re- 
neration ,  though  in  fomething  of  a  different  Method  ;  a  Se¬ 
cond  Edition  of  thofe  Ser?nons  is  now  publifhed  (in  Compli¬ 
ance  with  the  Requell  of  many  of  my  Friends,)  in  the  fan:'* 
Form  and  Size  with  this  Book.  I  have  been  folicitous  to  make 
them  both  as  cheap  as  poffible,  that  1  may  fall  in  with  the  cha¬ 
ritable  Defigns  of  thofe  who  may  purpofe  to  give  them  away. 
There  is  however  an  Edition  of  this  Treatife  in  Octavo,  for 
fuch  as  rather  chufc  to  have  it  in  a  larger  Character  ar.d 
fairer  Form. 

I  have 


PREFACE. 


Xi 

I  have  fludied  the  greatefi  Plainnefs  of  Speech,  that  the 
lowefi  of  my  Readers  may,  if  pofiible,  be  able  to  underhand 
every  Word;  and  I  hope,  Perfons  of  a  more  elegant  Tafte  and 
refined  Education  will  pardon  what  appeared  to  me  fo  necefiary 
a  Piece  of  Charity.  Such  a  Care  in  Pradical  Writings  feems 
one  important  Infiance  of  that  honouring  ail  Men ,  which  our 
amiable  and  condefcending  Religion  teaches  us  :  And  I  have 
been  particularly  obliged  to  my  vocrthy  Patron ,  for  what  he 
hath  done  to  fhorten  fome  of  the  Sentences,  and  to  put  my 
Meaning  into  plainer  and  more  familiar  Words.  Yet  I  dare 
fay,  the  World  will  not  fufpeft  it  of  having  contra&ed  any  Im¬ 
propriety  or  Inelegance  of  Language,  by  pafiing  through  the 
Hands  of  Dr.  Watts. 

I  must  add  one  Remark  here,  which  I  heartily  wifri  I  had 
not  omitted  in  the  Firft  Edition,  viz.  That  tho’  I  do  in  this 
Book  confider  my  Reader  as  fuccefiively  in  a  great  Variety  of 
fuppofed  Circumfiances,  beginning  with  thofe  of  a  thoughilefs 
Sinner ,  and  leading  him  through  feveral  Stages  of  Conviction, 
Terror,  Sec.  as  what  may  be  previous  to  his  fincerely  accepting 
the  GofpeJ,  and  devoting  himfelf  to  the  Service  of  God  ;  yet 
1  would  by  no  means  be  thought  to  infinuate,  that  every  one, 
who  is  brought  to  that  happy  Refolution,  arrives  at  it  through 
thofe  particular  Steps ,  or  feeis  Agitations  of  Mind  equal  in 
Degree  to  thofe  I  have  defcribed.  Some  Scnfe  of  Sm,  and 
fome  ierious  and  humbling  Apprehenfion  of  our  Danger  and 
Mifery  in  Confequence  of  it,  mufi  indeed  be  necefiary,  to  dif- 
pofe  us  to  receive  the  Grace  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  Saviour 
who  is  there  exhibited  to  our  Faith.  But  God  is  pleafed 
fometimes  to  begin  the  Work  of  his  Grace  on  the  Heart, 
alinoft  from  the  firfi  Dawning  of  Reafon,  and  to  carry  it  on 
by  fuch  gentle  and  infenfible  Degrees,  that  very  excellent  Per¬ 
fons,  who  have  made  the  mofi  eminent  Attainments  in  the 
Divine  Life,  have  been  unable  to  recount  any  remarkable 
Hifiory  of  their  Converfion  :  And  fo  far  as  I  can  learn,  this  is 
molt  frequently  the  Cafe  with  thofe  of  them,  who  have  enjoyed 
the  Benefits  of^  pious  Education ,  when  it  has  not  been  fuccceded 
by  a  vicious  and  licentious  Youth.  God  forbid  therefore,  that 
any  fuch  fhould  be  fo  infenfible  of  their  own  Happinefs,  as  to 
fall  into  Perplexity  with  Relation  to  their  Spiritual  State,  for 
Want  of  bemg  able  to  trace  fuch  a  Rife  of  Religion  in  their 
ivlinds,  as  it  was  necefiary  on  my  Plan  forme  to  deferibe,  and 
exemplify  here, —I  have  fpoke  my  Sentiments  on  this  Head 

fo 
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fo  fully  jn  the  Vlllth  of  my  Sermons  on  Regeneration,  that  I 
Shtnk  none  who  has  read,  and  remembers  the  general  Con¬ 
tents  of  it,  can  be  in  Danger  of  miftaking  my  Meaning  here 
■But  as  it  is  very  poilible,  this  Book  may  fall  into  the  Hands 
of  many,  who  have  not  read  the  other,  and  have  no  Opportu- 
Bity  °f  confukiiig  it,  I  thought  it  proper  to  infert  this  Lau  ion 
in  the  rreiace  to  this  ;  and  I  am  much  obliged  to  that  worthy 
and  excellent  Perfon,  who  kindly  reminded  me  of  the  Expe¬ 
diency  of  doing  it. 

I  conclude  with  defining  my  Friends  to  forgive  the  ne- 
cefTary  Interruption  which  this  Work  has  given  to  the  third 
Volume  of  my  Family  Expo  ft  tor,  which  I  am  now  fending  to 
the  Prefs ^as  fail  as  I  can,  aid  hope  to  publifh  in  Iefs  than  a 
^ear.  To  this  Volume  I  have  referred  feveral  additional 
Votes,  and  the  Indexes,  which  are  neceflary  to  render  the  former 
V  olumes  compleat  ;  having  determined  to  add  nothing  to  the 
Second '  Edition ,  which  fhould  depreciate  the  former.  I  do  not 
think  it  neceiTary  to  trouble  my  Friends  with  a  new  Sublcrip- 
tion  ;  taking  it  for  granted,  that  fevv  who  were  pleafed  with 
the  other  Part  of  the  Work,  will  fail  of  Perfecting  the  Sett  on 
the  Hijlorical  Books  of  the  New  EefiaiTunt,  When  my  Expofi- 
tion  on  the  Epifiolary  Part  may  be  compleatad,  God  only 
knows.  I  will  proceed  in  it  as  fait  as  the  ocher  Duties  of 
my  Station  will  permit ;  and  I  earneftly  beg,  that  if  my  Rea¬ 
ders  find  Edification  and  Advantage  by  any  of  my  Writings, 
they  would  in  Return  offer  a  Prayer  for  me,  that  God  may 
carry  me  on,  in  that  mojl  important  Labour  of  my  Pen,  under  the 
remarkable  Tokens  of  his  Guidance  and  Blefiing. 
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Religion  in  the  Soul. 


CHAP.  I. 


The  Introduction  to  the  Work,  with 
Tome  general  Account  of  its  Defign. 

That  true  Religion  Is  very  rare,  appears  from  comparing  the  Na - 
iure  of  it  with  the  Lives  and  Char  afters  of  Men  around  us , 
pi  1  ’  2*  ^ he  Want  of  ity  Matter  of  juft  Lamentation.  §.  3. 

1°  remedy  this  Evil ,  is  the  Defign  of  the  enfuing  Treatije  : 

4.  do  vjhichy  thereforey  the  Author  earnefily  befpeaks  the  At¬ 
tention  of  the  Reader ,  as  his  own  Heart  is  deeply  inter cfied  in  it. 

5,  6.  A  General  Plan  of  the  Work  ;  of  which  the  Fifteen 
fir  ft  Chapters  relate  chiefly  to  the  Rise  of  Religion ,  and  the 
remaining  Chapters  to  its  Progress.  §.  7,— 12.  F he  Chap¬ 
ter  concludes  with  a  Prayer  for  the  Succefs  of  the  Work. 

^  1  "Hir  ^  ^  ^  we  ^°°k  round  about  us  with  aa 

ilk  JUi  /  atten^ve  ^ye»  and  confider  the  Charac- 

1 1/  tCrS  ant^  ^ur^ults  Men,  we  plainly  fee, 

yet  1m  ^at  tho’f  in  the  original  Conllitution  of 

v  ¥  their  Natures,  they  only,  of  all  the  Crea¬ 

tures  that  dwell  on  the  Face  of  the  Earth,  be  capable  of  Re! i- 
gton,  yet  many  of  them  fhamefully  negled  it.  And  whatever 
!  erc!^  otions  People  may  entertain  of  what  they  call  Reli- 

g<ent  «  TTiL  agree  in  owning,  that  it  is  very  far  from  being  an 
Mm  v  erf  a  l  Thing.  J  & 

£  2.  Religion 
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'2  'Religion  not  an  univerfal  Thing]  Ch.  1} 

^  §.  2.  Religion,  in  its  moft  general  View,  is  fuch  a  Senfe  of 
COD  on  the  Soul,  and  fuch  a  Conviaion  of  our  Obligations  to 
him,  and  of  our  Dependance  upon  him,  as  fhall  engage  us  to 
make  it  our  great  Care,  to  condudt  ourfelves  in  a  Manner  which 
w@  have  reafon  to  believe  will  be  pleafing  to  Him.  Now  when 
we  have  given  this  plain  Account  of  Religion ,  it  is  by  no  Means 
necefTary,  that  we  fhould  fearch  among  the  Savages  of  the  Ajri~ 
can  or  American  Nations,  to  find  Inftances  of  thofe  who  are 
Strangers  to  it.  When  we  view  the  Conduft  of  the  Generality 
of  People  at  Home,  in  a  Cbrijlian  and  F rot  eft  ant  Nation ,  in  a 
Nation  whofe  Obligations  to  God  have  been  fingular,  almoft 
beyond  thofe  of  any  other  People  under  Heaven,  will  any  one 
prefume  to  fay,  that  Religion  has  an  univerfal  Reign  among  us  ? 
Will  any  one  fuppofe,  that  it  prevails  in  every  Life  ?  that  it 
reigns  in  every  Heart  ?  Alas  !  the  avowed  Infidelity,  the  Pro- 
phanation  of  the  Name  and  Day  of  God,  the  Drunkennefs,  the 
Lewdnefs,  the  Jnjuftice,  the  Falfhood,  the  Pride,  the  Prodiga¬ 
lity,  the  bafe  Selhfhneis,  and  flupid  Infenfibility  of  the  Spiritual 
and  Eternal  Interefls  of  themfeives  and  others,  which  fo  gene¬ 
rally  appear  among  us,  loudly  proclaim  the  contrary.  So  that 
one  would  imagine  upon  this  View,  that  Thoufands  and  Ten 
Thoufands  thought  the  Negletf,  and  even  the  Contempt  of  Re - 
ligion,  were  a  Glory,  rather  than  a  Reproach.  And  where  is 
the  Neighbourhood,  where  is  the  Society,  where  is  the  happy 
Family,  (confifting  of  any  confiderable  Number,)  in  which  on 
a  more  exadt  Examination,  we  find  reafon  to  fay,  “  Religion 
6<  fills  even  this  little  Circle  ?”  There  is,  perhaps,  a  Freedom 
from  any  grofs  and  fcandalous  Immoralities,  an  external  De¬ 
cency  of  Behaviour,  an  Attendance  on  the  outward  Forms  of 
Worfhip  in  Publick,  and  ( here  and  there)  in  the  Family  ;  yet 
arnidft  all  this,  there  is  nothing  which  looks  like  the  genuine 
Adtings  of  the  Spiritual  and  Divine  Life.  There  is  n©  Appear¬ 
ance  of  Love  to  God,  no  Reverence  for  his  Prefence,  no  Defire 
©f  his  Favour  as  the  higheit  Good  :  There  is  no  cordial  Belief 
of  the  Gofpel  of  Salvation  ;  no  eager  Solicitude  to  efcape  that 
Condemnation  which  we  have  incurred  by  Sin  ;  no  hearty  Con¬ 
cern  to  fecurethac  Eternal  Life ,  which  Christ  has  purchafed 
and  fecured  for  his  People,  and  which  he  freely  promifes  to  all 
who  will  receive  him.  Alas  !  whatever  the  Love  of  a  Friend, 
or  even  of  a  Parent,  can  do  ;  whatever  Inclination  there  may 
be,  to  hope  all  Things ,  and  believe  all  Things  the  mod  favoura¬ 
ble  ;  Evidence  to  the  contrary  will  force  itfelf  upon  the  Mind, 
mi  extort  the  unwilling  Conclw&on  ;  that,  whatever  elfe  may 

be 
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*Ihe  Want  of  it  to  he  greatly  lamented .  3 

be  amiable  in  this  dear  Friend,  in  that  favourite  Child,  “  Re¬ 
ligion  dwells  not  in  its  Bread;.” 

§.  3.  To  a  Heart  that  firmly  believes  the  Gofpel ,  and  views 
Perfons  and  Things  in  the  Light  of  Eternity,  this  is  one  of  the 
moll  mournful  Confiderations  in  the  World.  And  indeed  to 
fuch  a  one,  all  the  other  Calamities  and  Evils  of  Human  Nature 
appear  Trifles,  when  compared  with  this  ;  the  Abfence  of  Real 
Religion ,  and  that  Contrariety  to  it  which  reigns  in  fo  many 
Thoufands  of  Mankind.  Let  this  be  cured,  and  all  the  other 
Evils  will  eafily  be  borne  ;  nay.  Good  will  be  extrafted  out  of 
them  :  But  if  this  continue,  it  bringeth  forth  Fruit  unto  Death  ; 
(a)  and  in  Confequence  of  it,  Multitudes,  who  fhare  the  Enter¬ 
tainments  of  an  indulgent  Providence  with  us,  and  are  at  leafs; 
allied  to  us  by  the  Bond  of  the  fame  common  Nature,  muft  in  a 
few  Years  be  fwept  away  into  utter  Defi ruction,  and  be  plunged 
beyond  Redemption  into  enjerlafing  Burnings. 

4.  I  doubt  not,  but  there  are  many,  under  thofe  various 
Forms  of  Religious  Profeffion,  which  have  fo  unhappily  divided 
us  in  this  Nation,  who  are  not  only  lamenting  this  in  Publick, 
if  their  Office  in  Life  calls  them  to  an  Opportunity  of  doing  it  ; 
but  are  Jikewife  mourning  before  God  in  Secret,  under  a  Senfe 
of  this  fad  State  of  Things  ;  and  who  can  appeal  to  him  that 
fearches  all  Hearts ,  as  to  the  Sincerity  of  their  Befires  to  revive 
the  languiffiing  Caufe  of  vital  ChriJUanity  and  fubftantial  Piety, 
And,  among  the  reft,  the  Author  of  this  Treatife  may  with  Con¬ 
fidence  fay,  It  is  this  which  animates  him  to  the  prefent  At¬ 
tempt,  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  other  Cares  and  Labours.  For 
this,  he  is  willing  to  lay  afide  many  of  thofe  curious  Amufe- 
ments  in  Science,  which  might  fuit  his  own  private  Tafte,  and 
perhaps  open  a  Way  to  fome  Reputation  in  the  Learned  World. 
For  this,  he  is  willing  to  wave  the  laboured  Ornaments  of 
Speech,  that  he  may,  if  poffible,  defeend  to  the  Capacity  of  th& 
loweft  Part  of  Mankind.  For  this,  he  would  endeavour  to  con¬ 
vince  the  Judgment,  and  to  reach  the  Heart  of  every  Reader  , 
And,  in  a  Word,  for  this,  without  any  Dread  of  the  Name  of 
an  Enthufafi ,  whoever  may  at  random  throw  it  out  upon  the 
Occafion,  he  would,  as  it  were,  enter  with  you  into  your  Clcfcty 
from  Day  to  Day  ;  and,  with  all  Plainnefs  and  Freedom,  as 
well  as  Serioufnefs,  would  difeourfe  to  you  of  the  great  Things 
which  he  has  learnt  from  the  Chriftian  Revelation,  and  on  which 
he  afturedly  knows  your  everlafting  Happinefs  to  depend  :  That 
if  you  hitherto  have  lived  without  Religion,  you  may  be  now 

R  2  awakened 

(a)  Rom.  vii.  5. 
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n‘  Author's  Tfeftgn,  to  promote  Religion'.  Qk. 

awakened  to  the  Confederation  of  it,  and  may  be  inftrufted  m 
*s.  Nature  and  Importance  ;  or  that  if  you  are  already  thro* 
.Dmne  Grace,  experimentally  acquainted  with  it,  you  may  be 
aUiited  to  make  a  greater  Progrefs.  7 

i  S'  But  he  earneffly  intreats  this  Favour  of  you,  that,  as 
it  is  plainiy  a  Jeriow  Buftnefs  we  are  entering  upon,  you  would 
be  p leafed  to  give  him  a  ferious  and  an  attentive  Hearing.  He 
in  treats,  that  thefe  AddrefTes,  and  thefe  Meditations,  maybe  pe* 
ju*ed  at  Leifure,  and  be  thought  over  in  Retirement  ;  and  that 
you  would  do  him  and  yourfelf  the  Juftice,  to  believe  the  Re¬ 
presentations  which  are  here  made,  and  the  Warnings  which 
are  here  given,  to  proceed  from  Sincerity  and  Love  ;  from  an 
Heait,  which  would  not  delignedly  give  one  Moment’s  unne¬ 
cessary  Pain  to  the  meaneft  Creature  on  the  Face  of  the  Earth, 
and  much  lefs  to  any  Human  Mind.  If  he  be  importunate,  it 
is  becaufe  he  at  lead  imagines,  that  there  is  juft  Reafon  for 'it  ; 
and  fears,  left  amidft  tne  IVlultitudes,  who  are  undone  by  the  ut¬ 
ter  N eg lecl  of  Religion,  and  among  thofe  who  are  greatly  da¬ 
maged  for  Want  of  a  more  refolute  andconftant  Attendance  to 
it,  this  may  be  the  Cafe  of  fome  into  whofe  Hands  this  Xreatife 
may  falL 

§.  6.  He  is  a  Barbarian,  and  deferves  not  to  be  called  a 
Man,  who  can  look  on  the  Sorrows  of  his  Fellow-Creatures 
without  drawing  out  his  Soul  unto  them,  and  wifhing ,  at  leaft, 
that  it  were  in  the  Power  of  his  Hand  to  help  them.  Surely 
Earth  would  be  an  Heaven  to  that  Man,  who  could  go  about 
'from  Place  to  Place  icattering  Happinefs  whcrefoever  he  came, 
sho’  it  were  only  the  Body  that  he  were  capable  of  relieving, 
and  tho’  he  could  impart  nothing  better  than  the  Happinefs  of 
a  mortal  Life.  But  the  Happinefs  riles,  in  Proportion  to  the 
Nature  and  the  Degree  of  the  Good  which  he  imparts.  Hap¬ 
py,  are  we  ready  to  fay,  were  thofe  honoured  Servants  of  Chrift, 
who,  in  the  early  Days  of  his  Church,  were  the  benevolent  and 
Sympathizing  Inftrurnents  of  conveying  miraculous  Healing  to 
thofe  whole  Cales  feemed  defperate  ;  who  poured  in  upon  the 
Blind  and  the  Deaf  the  Pleafures  of  Light  and  Sound,  and  cal¬ 
led  up  the  Dead  to  the  Powers  of  Adlion  and  Enjoyment.  But 
this  is  an  Honour  and  Happinefs,  which  it  is  not  fit  for  God 
commonly  to  beftow  on  mortal  Men.  Yet  there  have  been  in 
every  Age,  and  blefied  be  his  Name,  there  ftill  are  thofe,  whom 
he  has  condefcended  to  make  his  Inftrurnents  in  conveying  no¬ 
bler  and  more  lading  Bleflings  than  thefe  to  their  Fellow- Crea¬ 
tures.  Death  hath  long  fince  veiled  the  Eyes,  and  Hopped  ch® 
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Ears  of  thofe,  who  were  the  Subjects  of  miraculous  Healing, 
and  recovered  its  Empire  over  thofe  who  were  on.  e  recalled 
from  the  Grave.  But  the  Souls  who  are  prevailed  upon  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Gofpel,  live  forever.  God  has  owned  the  Labours 
of  his  faithful  Minifters  in  every  Age,  to  produce  thefe  blefled 
Effeds  ;  and  fome  of  them  being  dead ,  yet  /peak  (b)  with 
Power  and  Succefs  in  this  important  Caufe.  Wonder  not  then* 
if  living  and  dying,  I  be  ambitious  of  this  Honour  ;  and  if  my 
Mouth  be  freely  opened,  where  I  can  truly  fay.  My  Heart  is  en¬ 
larged.  (c) 

4.  7-  In  forming  my  general  Plan  I  have  been  folicitous, 
that  this  little  Treatife  might,  if  poflible,  be  ufeful  to  all  its  Rea¬ 
ders,  and  contain  fomething  fuitable  to  each.  I  will  therefore 
take  the  Man,  and  the  Chriftian ,  in  a  great  Variety  of  Circum- 
ftances.  I  will  firft  fuppofe  myfelf  addrefling  to  one  of  the  vaft 
Number  of  thought  lefs  Creatures ,  who  have  hitherto  been  utterly 
unconcerned  about  Religion  ;  and  will  try  what  can  be  done* 
by  all  Plainnefs  and  Earneftnefs  of  Addrefs,  to  awaken  him  from 


this  fatal  Lethargy,  to  a  Care ,  (Chap.  2.)  an  affectionate  and 
an  immediate  Care  about  it.  (Chap.  3.)  I  will  labour  to  fix  a 
deep  and  awful  Convidion  of  Guilt  upon  his  Confcience,  ( Chap . 
4.)  and  to  (trip  him  of  his  vain  Excufes  and  his  flattering  Lfopes. 
(Chap.  5.)  I  will  read  to  him,  Oh  !  that  I  could  fix  on  his 
Heart,  that  Sentence,  that  dreadful  Sentence,  which  a  Righteous 
and  an  Almighty  God  hath  denounced  againft  him  as  a  Sinner  j 
(Chap.  6.)  and  endeavour  to  fhew  him,  in  how  helplefs  a  State 
he  lies  under  this  Condemnation,  as  to  any  Capacity  he  has  of 
delivering  himfelf.  ( Chap.  7.)  But  I  do  not  mean  to  leave  any 
in  fo  terrible  a  Situation  ;  I  will  joyfully  proclaim  the  glad  Tid¬ 
ings  of  Pardon  and  Salvation  by  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord,  which  is 
all  the  Support  and  Confidence  of  my  own  Soul  :  '(Chap.  8.) 
And  then  I  will  give  fome  general  View  of  the  Way,  by  which 
this  Salvation  is  to  be  obtained  ;  (Chap.  9.)  urging  the  Sinner 
to  accept  of  it,  as  affectionately  as  I  can  ;  (Chap.  10.)  tho’  no¬ 
thing  can  be  fufficiently  pathetick,  where,  as  in  this  Matter,  the 
Life  of  an  immortal  Soul  is  in  queffion. 

§.  8.  loo  probable  it  is,  that  fome  will,  after  all  this,  re¬ 
main  infenfible  ;  and  therefore,  that  their  fad  Cafe  may  not  in¬ 
cumber  the  following  Articles,  I  fhall  here  take  a  folemn  Leave 
of  them  \(Chap.  1 1 .)  And  then  fhall  turn  and  addrefs  myfelf, 
as  compaffionatcly  as  I  can,  to  a  mo  ft  contrary  Charader  ;  I 
mean,  to  a  Soul  overwhelmed  with  a  Senfe  of  the  Greatnsfs  c?f 

{b)  Iieb.  xl  4.  (c)  2  Cor,3vi.  u,  U* 
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its  Sins,  and  trembling  under  the  Burthen,  as  if  there  were  no 
more  Hope  for  Him  in  GOD.  [Chap.  I2.)  And  that  nothing  may 
be  omitted,  which  may  give  folid  Peace  to  the  troubled 
pint,  1  mail  endeavour  to  guide  its  Enquiries  as  to  the  Evi¬ 
dences  of  Sincere  Repentance  and  Faith  ;  [Chap.  13.)  which  will 
be  farther  illuftrated  by  a  more  particular  View  of  the  federal 
Branches  of  the  Chrifiian  Temper,  fuch  as  may  ferve  at  once  to  af- 
ful  the  Reader  in  judging  what  he  is,  and  to  Ihew  him  what  he 
Jhould  labour  to  be.  [Chap.  14.)  This  will  naturally  lead  to  a 
View  of  the  Need  we  have  of  the  Influences  of  the  Blejfed  Spirit 
to  aflilt  us  m  the  important  and  difficult  Work  of  the  true  Chri- 
fiian  ;  and  of  the  Encouragement  we  have  to  hope  for  thefe  Di- 
wne  slffi fiances  (Chap.  15.)  In  an  humble  Dependance  on 

which,  I  mall  then  enter  on  the  Confideration  of  feveral  Cafes 
which  often  occur  in  the  Chrijiian  Life,  in  which  particular  Ad- 
drcjjes  to  the  Confcience  may  be  requifite  and  ufeful. 

9.  As  fome  peculiar  Difficulties  and  Difcouragements  at¬ 
tend  the  firft  Entrance  on  a  Religious  Courfe,  it  will  here  be 
our  firfl  Care  to  animate  the  young  Convert  againft  them, 
{Chap.  1 6.)  And,  that  it  may  be  done  more  efFedlually,  I  fhall 
urge  a  folemn  Dedication  of  himfelf  to  God  ;  [Chap,  \y,)  to  be 
confirmed  by  entering  into  the  full  Communion  of  the  Church 
by  an  Approach  to  the  f acred  Fable.  [Chap.  18.)  That  thefe 
Engagements  may  be  more  happily  fulfilled,  we  fhall  endea¬ 
vour  to  draw  a  snore  particular  Plan  of  that  devout,  regular, 
and  accurate  Courje,  which  ought  daily  to  be  attended  to  : 
{Chap.  19.)  And  becaufe  the  Idea  will  probably  rife  fo  much 
higher ,  than  what  is  the  general  Practice,  even  of  Good  Men, 
we  fhall  endeavour  to  perfuade  the  Reader  to  make  the  At¬ 
tempt ,  hard  as  it  may  feem  ;  (Chap.  20.)  and  fhall  caution 
him  againft  various  Temptations ,  which  might  otherwife  draw 
him  afide  to  Negligence  and  Sin.  (Chap.  21.) 

§.  10.  Happy  will  it  be  for  the  Reader,  if  thefe  Exhorta¬ 
tions  and  Cautions  be  attended  to  with  becoming  Regard  ;  but 
as  it  is,  alas,  too  probable,  that  notwithflanding  all,  the  Infirmi¬ 
ties  of  Nature  will  fometimes  prevail,  we  fhall  confider  the  Cafe 
of  Deadnefs  and  Languor  in  Religion,  which  often  fteals  upon  us 
by  infenfible  Degrees  ;  [Chap.  32.)  from  whence  there  is  too 
eafy  a  PaiTage  to  that  terrible  one  of  a  Return  into  knoven  and 
deliberate  Sin.  [Chap.  23.)  And  as  the  one  or  the  otherof  thefe 
tends,  in  a  proportionable  Degree,  to  provoke  the  Blefied  God 
to  hide  his  Face ,  and  his  injured  Spirit  to  vcithdravs,  that  melan¬ 
choly  Condition  will  be  taken  into  a  particular  Survey.  [Chap. 
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24.)  I  (hall  then  take  Notice  alfo  of  the  Cafe  of  great  and  heavy 
Afflictions  in  Life  ;  ( Chap .  25.)  a  Difcipline  which  the  bed  of 
Men  have  reafon  to  expert,  efpecially  when  they  'backfide  from 
God,  and  yield  to  their  Spiritual  Enemies. 

1 1.  Instances  of  this  Kind  will,  I  fear,  be  too  frequent; 
yet,  I  trull,  there  will  be  many  others,  whofe  Path ,  like  the 
dawning  Light ,  will  Jhine  more  and  more  until  the  perfect  Day.  (d) 
And  therefore  we  lhall  endeavour,  in  the  bed  Manner  we  can, 
to  affid  the  Chrijlian  in  paffing  a  true  Judg?nent  on  the  Growth 
of  Grace  in  his  Heart,  [Chap.  26.)  as  we  had  done  before  in 
judging  of  its  Sincerity.  And  as  nothing  conduces  more  to 
the  Advance  of  Grace,  than  the  lively  Exercife  of  Love  to  God, 
and  a  holy  Joy  in  him,  we  lhall  here  remind  the  real  Chrijlian 
of  thofe  Mercies ,  which  tend  to  excite  that  Love  and  Joy  ;  [Chap. 
27.)  and,  in  the  Views  of  them,  to  animate  him  to  thofe  vigo¬ 
rous  Efforts  of  UJefulneJs  in  Life ,  which  fo  well  become  his  Cha¬ 
racter,  and  will  have  fo  happy  an  Efficacy  on  brightning  his 
Crown.  [Chap.  28.)  Suppoling  him  to  act  accordingly,  we  lhall 
then  labour  to  illudrate  and  affi ft.  the  Delight ,  with  which  he  may 
look  forward  to  the  awful  Solemnities  of  Death  and  Judgment  : 
{Chap.  29.}  And  lhall  clofe  the  Scene  by  accompanying  him, 
as  it  were,  to  the  neared  Confines  of  that  dark  Valley ,  through 
which  he  is  to  pafs  to  Glory  ;  giving  him  fueh  Directions ,  as 
may  feem  mod  fubfervient  to  his  honouring  God,  and  adorn¬ 
ing  Religion,  by  his  dying  Behaviour.  [Chap.  30.)  Nor  am  I 
without  a  plead ng  Hope,  that,  through  the  Divine  Bleffing  and 
Grace,  I  may  be  in  fome  Indances  fo  fuccefsful,as  to  leave  thofe 
triumphing  in  the  Views  of  Judgment  and  Eternity,  and  glori- 
fying  God  by  a  truly  Chriftian  Life  and  Death,  whom  I  found 
trembling  in  the  Apprehenfions  of  future  Mifery  ;  or,  perhaps, 
in  a  much  more  dangerous  and  miferable  Circumftance  than 
that ;  I  mean,  entirely  forgetting  the  Profpeft,  and  funk  into  the 
mod  dupid  Infcnfibility  of  thofe  Things,  for  an  Attendance  to 
which  the  Human  Mind  was  formed,  and  in  Companion  of 
which  all  the  Purfuits  of  this  tranf  tory  Life  are  emptier  than 
Wind9  and  lighter  than  a  Feather . 

12.  Such  a  Variety  of  Heads  mud,  to  before,  be  hand¬ 
led  but  briefly,  as  we  intend  to  bring  them  within  the  Bulk  of  a 
moderate  Volume.  I  lhall  not,  therefore,  dilcufs  them,  as  a 
Preacher  might  properly  do  in  Sermons,  in  which  the  Truths  of 
Religion  are  profefi'edly  to  be  explained  and  taught,  defended 
and  improved,  in  a  wide  Variety,  and  long  Detail  of  Propoli- 

B  4  none. 

(d)  Prov.Jv.  18. 


3 


A  Prayer  Jor  the 


Ch. 


i. 


tions,  Arguments,  Objections,  Replies,  and  Inferences  marfhall’d 
and  number’d  under  their  diftindl  Generals.  I  flaUuSSk 
in  a  loofer  and  freer  Manner,  as  *  Friend  to  a  Friend  fuft  as  I 
would  do,  .f  I  were  to  be  in  Perfon  admitted  to  a  private  Au- 
dier.ce  by  one  whom  I  tenderly  loved,  and  whofe  Circumftance 
and  Charaaer  I  knew  to  be  like  that,  which  the  Title  of  one 
Chapter  or  another  of  this  Treatife  defcribes.  And  when  I 

have  difcourfed  with  him  a  little  while,  which  will  feldom  be 

fo  long  as  Half  an  Hour  ;  I  fhall,  as  it  were,  flep  afide,  and 
leave  h,m  to  meditate  on  what  he  has  heard,  or  endeavour  toaf- 
f  hlm  ln  fuch  fervent  Jddrejfcs  to  God,  as  it  may  be  proper 
to  mingle  with  thofe  Meditations.  In  the  mean  time,  I  will 
nere  take  the  Liberty  to  pray  over  my  Reader,  and  my  Work  : 
and  to  commend  it  folemnly  to  the  Divine  Bleffing,  in  Token  of 
my  deep  Conviaion  of  an  entire  Dependance  upon  it.  And  I 

am  well  perfuaded,  that  Sentiments  like  thefe  are  common  in 

the  general,  to  every  faithjul  Minifier,  to  every  real  Cbridian. 

J  Prayer  for  the  Succefs  of  this  Work,  in  promoting  the  Rife 

and  Progrefs  of  Religion. 

H  Thou  great  Eternal  Original,  and  Author,  of  all 
- ,  Being  and  Happinefs !  I  adore  Thee,  who  had: 

made  Man  a  Creature  capable  of  Religion,  and  haft  beftowed 
this  Dignity  and  Felicity  upon  our  Nature,  that  it  may  be 
taught  to  fay,  IVhere  is  GOD  our  Maker  ?  (e)  I  lament  that 
Degeneracy  fpread  over  the  whole  Human  Race,  which  has 
turned  our  Glory  into  Shame ,  (f,  and  has  render’d  the  Forget- 
fulnefs  of  God  (unnatural  as  it  is,)  fo  common,  and  fo  uni- 
verfal  a  Difeafe.  Holy  Father,  we  know  it  is  Thy  Prefence 
and  Thy  Teaching  alone,  that  can  reclaim  thy  wandring 
Children  ;  can  imprefs  a  Senfe  of  Divine  Things  on  the 
Heart,  and  render  that  Senfe  lafting  and  effectual.  From  Thee 
pioceed  all  good  Purpofesand  Deftres ;  and  this  Deftre  above 
all,  of  diffufmg  Wifdom,  Piety,  and  Happinefsin  this  World, 
which  (though  funk  in  fuch  deep  Apoftacy,)  Thine  infinite 
Mercy  has  not  utterly  forfaken. 

Thou  know  eft,  O  Lord,  the  Hearts  of  the  Children  of  Men ; 
(g)  and  an  uprignt  Soul,  in  the  midft  or  all  the  Cenlures  and 
Sufpicions  it  may  meet  with,  rejoices  in  Thine  intimate  Know¬ 
ledge  of  its  moft  fecret  Sentiments  and  Principles  of  Action. 

1  hoa  knoweft  the  Sincerity  and  Fervency,  with  which 

“  Thine 

(e)  Job.  xxxv.  io,  (f)  Hof.  iv.  7.  (g)  2  Chron.  vi.  30. 
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«  Thine  unworthy  Servant  defires  to  fpread  the  Knowledge  of 
“  Thy  Name,  and  the  Savour  of  Thy  Gofpel,  among  all  to 
u  whom  this  Work  may  reach.  Thou  knovveft,  that  hadft 
a  Thou  given  him  an  Abundance  of  this  W^orld,  it  would  have 
“  been,  in  his  Efteem,  the  nobleft  Pleafure  that  Abundance 
“  could  have  afforded,  to  have  been  thine  Almoner,  in  diftri- 
«  buting  Thy  Bounties  to  the  Indigent  and  Neceffitous,  and 
“  f0  caufing  the  forrowful  Heart  to  rejoice  in  Thy  Goodnefs, 

4(  difpenfed  through  his  Hands.  Thou  knovveft,  that  hadft: 

44  Thou  given  him,  either  by  ordinary  or  extraordinary  Me- 
“  thods,  the  Gifts  of  Healing,  it  would  have  been  his  daily 
**  Delight,  to  relieve  the  Pains,  the  Maladies,  and  the  Infirmi- 
“  ties  of  Mens  Bodies  ;  to  have  feen  the  languishing  Counte- 
««  nance,  brightened  by  returning  Health  and  Chearfulnefs  ; 

«  and  much  more,  to  have  beheld  the  roving  diftra&ed  Mind, 

“  reduced  to  Calmnefs  and  Serenity,  in  the  Exercife  of  its  rati - 
“  onal  Faculties.  Yet  happier,  far  happier  will  he  think  him- 
“  felf,  in  thofe  humble  Circumftances,  in  which  Thy  Provi- 
“  dence  hath  placed  him,  if  Thou  vouchfafe  to  honour  thefe 
44  his  feeble  Endeavours,  as  the  Means  of  relieving  and  en- 
44  riching  Mens  Minds  ;  of  recovering  them  from  the  Madnefs 
4t  of  a  finful  State,  and  bringing  back  Thy  reafonable  Creatures 
44  to  the  Knowledge,  the  Service,  and  the  Enjoyment  of  their 
4t  God  ;  or  of  improving  thofe,  who  are  already  reduced. 

t(  O  may  it  have  that  bleffed  Influence  on  the  Perfon,  who- 
4t  foever  he  be,  that  is  now  reading  thefe  Lines,  and  on  all 
44  who  may  read  or  hear  them  !  Let  not  my  LORD  be  angry,  if 
i(  I  prefume  to  afk,  That  however  weak  and  contemptible  this 
44  Work  may  feem  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Children  of  this  World, 
44  and  however  imperfefl  it  really  be,  as  well  as  the  Author  of 
44  it  unworthy,  it  may  neverthelefs  live  before  Thee  ;  and  thro* 
44  a  Divine  Power,  be  mighty  to  produce  the  Rife  and  Progrefs 
44  of  Religion  in  the  Minds  of  Multitudes,  in  diftant  Places,  and 
44  in  Generations  yet  to  come.  Impute  it  not,  O  God,  as  a 
44  culpable  Ambition,  if  I  defire,  that  whatever  becomes  of  my 
44  Name ,  about  which  I  would  not  lofe  one  Thought  before 
e<  Thee,  th  is  Work,  to  which  I  am  now  applying  myfelf  in  thy 
“  Strength,  may  be  compleated,  and  propagated  far  Abroad  ; 

that  it  may  reach  tothofethat  areyet  unborn, and  teach  them 
i(  Thy  Name  and  Thy  Praife ,  when  the  Author  has  long  dwelt 
44  in  the  Duft  :  That  fo  when  he  fhall  appear  before  Thee  in 
44  the  great  Day  of  final  Account,  his  Joy  may  be  increafed, 
^  and  his  Crown  brightened,  by  Numbers  before  unknown  to 
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each  other,  and  to  him  f  if//.*  *'*•  i 

verti^G^  t0  01Le’  Wll°  Pretends  no  ClaimJjut  Thy 2 So 6 

;  .cepted^rich 

GoT  f  im^°rtal  SonSs  of  ’to  Thee  Oh  bL?h 

^od,  for  and  bv  everv  „  u  ,  ,  >  Uil  oleiled 

7e/w  and  the  6Wf  of  Thy  Spiril'rh^T^1  ' ABlo‘,<l  °f 

zili^f0^n7jy  Xlle  bfr:t to  ^  F/i’  *°  “2 

&  ^  «  tfTkf- 

C  H  A  P.  II. 

Tht  Carelefs  Sinner  awakened. 

*  Han*/-**?1!'  t  Cf’  ^  thisT™W  **  r  omemofucb 

f,  ”  r}  ^  ’>  2‘  W  »«*>>.  Mtgrojlj  vicious,  fall  under 

C  r  Tf  er' J  ?’  4-  ^  particular  llluf.rationof  this 
Cafe  nnuha„  Jfyal  „  ^  *W,r  Mtr  .t  / 

§‘  5,  6.  hxpoflulation  with  fuch  £  ~  n  .  * 

TZ 
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%  I2*  (,‘),FrJma  Vl£CW  °f  Perfonal  Obligations  to 
Jim  §.  13.  1^3.;  iW  the  Danger  of  this  Negletf,  when 
‘  ffedtn  us  Zfpea  on  a  Future  State.  §.  ,4. 

*,  *%  ChJVtenfCe}  °S  alr‘fy  convinced.  §.  Tranfuion  to 
the  SubjeSl  of  the  next  Chapter.  §.  ,6.  The  Meditation  of  a 

Sinner,  mho  having  been  long  t bought lefs  begins  to  be  awakened. 

*  X*  and  fatally  as  Religion  is  ner- 

r  r  *r  e<^d  Jn^,he;  WorJd’ yet  bIefred  be  God^ it  has  feme 

fincere  Lif:iples  ,*  Children  of  Wifdom,  by  whom,  even  in  this 

foolilh 
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foolifli  and  degenerate  Age,  it  is  jaftified ;  (a)  who  having,  by 
Divine  Grace,  been  brought  to  the  Knowledge  of  GOD  in  Chrifi , 
have  faithfully  devoted  their  Hearts  to  Him,  and  by  a  natural 
Conference  are  devoting  their  Lives  to  his  Service.  Could 
I  be  fure  this  Treatife  would  fall  inito  no  Hands  but  theirs,  my 
Work  would  be  fhorter,  eafier,  and  pleafanter. 

§.  2.  But  among  the  Thoufands  that  negleft  Religion,  it  is 
more  than  poiTible,  that  fome  of  my  Readers  may  be  included  : 
And  I  am  fo  deeply  afFedled  with  thdr  unhappy  Cale,  that  the 
Temper  of  my  Heart,  as  well  as  thp  proper  Method  of  my  Sub- 
jefl,  "leads  me  in  the  fird  Place  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  fuch  ;  to 
apply  to  every  one  of  them  ;  and  therefore  to  you,  Oh  Reader, 
whoever  you  are,  who  may  come  under  the  Denomination  of  a 
larelejs  Sinner . 

§.3.  Be  not,  I  befeech  you,  angry  at  the  Name.  The  Phy~ 
ficians  of  Souls  mud  fpeak  plainly,  or  they  may  murther  thofe 
whom  they  ftiould  cure.  I  would  make  no  harfli  and  unrea- 
fonable  Suppofition.  I  would  charge  you  with  nothing  more, 
than  is  absolutely  neceflary  to  convince  you,  that  you  are  the  Per- 
fon  to  whom  I  fpeak.  I  will  not,  therefore,  imagine  you,  to 
be  a  prophane  and  abandoned  Profligate.  I  will  not  luppofe, 
that  you  allow  yourfelf  to  blafpheiiie  God,  to  difhonour  his 
Name  by  cuflomary  Swearing,  or  grofly  to  violate  his  Sabbath, 
or  commonly  to  negled  the  Solemnities  of  his  publick  Wor¬ 
ship  :  I  will  not  imagine,  that  you  have  injured  your  Neigh¬ 
bours,  in  their  Lives,  their  Chaftity,  or  their  Pofleflions,  either 
by  Violence,  or  by  Fraud  ;  or  that  you  have  fcandaloufly  de¬ 
based  the  Rational  Nature  of  Man,  by  that  vile  Intemperance, 
which  transforms  us  into  the  word  Kind  of  Brutes,  or  fomething 
beneath  them. 

§.  4.  In  Oppofltion  to  all  this,  I  will  fuppofe,  that  you  be¬ 
lieve  the  Exiftence  and  Providence  of  God,  and  the  Truth  of 
Chriflianity,  as  a  Revelation  from  Him  :  Of  which,  if  you  have 
any  Doubt,  I  mud  deflre,  that  you  would  immediately  feek 
your  Satisfaction  elfevvhere.  *  I  fay,  immediately  :  Bec&ufe  not 
to  believe  it,  is  in  Effect  to  disbelieve  it  ;  and  will  make  your 
Ruin  equally  certain,  though  perhaps  it  may  leave  it  lefs  ag- 

(a)  Matth.  xi.  19. 

*  In  fuch  a  Cafe ,  1  beg  Leave  to  refer  the  Reader  to  my  Three 
Sermons  on  the  Evidence  of  Chridianity  ;  the  la  ft  of  the  Ten  on 
the  Power  and  Grace  of  Chrid  ;  in  which  he  may  fee  the  hitherto 
zinfhaken  Foundations  of  my  own  Faith ,  in  a  Jhorty  and,  1  hope?  a 
dear  View .  gravated. 


ch.  s: 
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appeal  to  the  Reader, 


is  *ddtd  ■■ 

S  S£"oaSck,i  £, wil!  *lf° 

ble  ;  and  that  they,  who  know  vo"  '/■  bhmekk>  but  ami*. 

knowledge,  that  yin  are  ^  ac' 

on  „hich  «w£i  -to 

§•  5.  I  BESEECH  VOU  Rearer  PP  nelS  dePends- 

would  now  look  ferioully’ into  your  sm  H  y°U  are’  that  P011 

one  plain  Queftion,  Am  1 truly  religion,  ?  ^the  L  ^ 
the  governing  Principle  of  my  Life?  r>n  r  11  L  I®  °f  God 
of  his  Prefence  ?  Do  I  conmfe  wi  h  a  Senfe 

the  Exercife  of  Prayer  and  Praife  T  JnH  T  Da^  t0  DV>  » 

making  his  Service  my  Buftnefs  and  my  Delight  ^e^d'  "V®’ 
as  my  Mailer  and  my  Father  ?  7  S  ’  reSarding  him 

PefV  aH*  NdegSiyeyfeI  A  °dthI 

ture  with  a  dreadful  Propriety  exore/Tes  ,>!  /’  ui)0.(as  th«  Scrip- 

f  ’V4‘  W  -  ■»  W,*  Fo  ™,  ™ Z, ,°aoS 

deny  him  in  your  Aaions,  (d)  and  behave  yourfelves  inVem^m’ 

?»•  if  ,«  believed,  ,„d  w„e  toe  Z,  ’id  1“0'“  "S 
happy  Creature,  whoever  you  are  1  your  own  ,  '  j 

-  TfZ  G0$  i&r 

otuaies  may  often  bring  you  into  your  Clofet  ;  but  ifno'hino- 
but  Devotion  were  to  be  tranfafled  there,  it  ^ould  be  to  yo! 
quite  an  unfrequented  Place.  And  thus  you  go  on  Bom  Day 
0  Day,  in  a  continual  Forgetfulnefs  of  Coo  f  and  are TthoV 

wurfeif  thlt  >' °n’  35  'f  y°“  had  ,onS  flnee  demonllrated  it  to 
yourfeif,  that  it  was  a  mere  Dream.  If,  indeed,  you  are  lick 

you  will  perhaps  cry  to  Goo  for  Health  ,  in  any  extreme  Dan’ 

ger  you  wih  lift  up  your  Eyes  and  Voice  for  Deliverance  •  But 

as  for  the  Pardon  of  Sin,  and  the  other  Eleffing*  0f  the  Gofpel! 


...  (b)  Mark  x.  21.  (c)  Eph.  ii.  12.  (d)  Tit  i  16  fel  1  7ol° 
«>•  20.  (f)  Match,  vi.  6.  {  )  J 


£h.  ti  whether  he  he  not  CareJefs ;  1 3 

you  are  not  at  all  inwardly  folicitous  about  them  ;  though  you 
profefs  to  believe,  that  the  Gofpel  is  Divine,  and  the  Bleifings 
of  it  Eternal.  All  your  Thoughts,  and  all  your  Flours,  are  di¬ 
vided  between  the  Bufinefs  and  the  Amufcments  of  Life  :  And 
if,  now  and  then,  an  awful  Providence,  or  a  ferious  Sermon  or 
Book,  awakens  you,  it  is  but  a  few  Days,  or  it  maybe  a  few 
Hours,  and  you  are  the  fame  carelefs  Creature  you  ever  were 
before.  On  the  whole,  you  a  ft,  as  if  you  were  refolved  to  put 
it  to  the  Venture,  and  at  your  own  Expence  to  make  the  Ex¬ 
periment,  whether  the  Confequences  of  negle&ing  Religion  be 
indeed  a3  terrible,  as  its  Minifters  and  Friends  have  reprefented. 
Their  Remonftrances  do  indeed  fometimes  force  themfelves 
upon  you,  as  (confidering  the  Age  and  Country  in  which  you 
live,)  it  is  hardly  pofiible  entirely  to  avoid  them  ;  but  you 
have,  it  may  be,  found  out  the  Art  of  Ifaiah" s  People,  Hearing 
to  hear ,  and  not  underjland  ;  and  feeing  to  fee ,  and  not  perceive  : 
Your  Heart  is  waxed  grofsy  your  Eyes  aj’e  clo  fed ,  and  your  Ears 
Heavy,  (g)  Under  the  very  Ordinances  of  Worfhip,  your 
Thoughts  are  at  the  Ends  of  the  Earth,  (h)  Every  Amufe- 
ment  of  the  Imagination  is  welcome,  if  it  may  but  lead  away 
your  Mind  from  fo  infipid,  and  fo  difagreeable  a  Subjedl,  as  Re¬ 
ligion.  And  probably  the  very  Jaft  Time  you  were  in  a  worfhip- 
ping  Aflembly,  you  managed,  juft  as  you  would  have  done,  if 
you  had  thought,  God  knew  nothing  of  your  Behaviour  ;  or  as 
if  you  did  not  think  it  worth  one  fingle  Care,  whether  He  were 
pleafed  ordiipleafed  with  it. 

§.  7.  Alas  !  Is  it  then  come  to  this,  with  all  your  Belief 
of  God,  and  Providence,  and  Scripture  !  That  Religion  is  not 
worth  a  thought  !  That  it  is  not  worth  one  Hour’s  ferious 
Confideration  and  Reflexion,  “  What  GOD  and  Chrijl  are  ; 

and  what  you  yourfelves  are,  and  what  you  muft  hereafter 
“  be  ?”  Where  then  are  all  your  Rational  Faculties*?  How 
are  they  employed  ?  Or  rather,  how  are  they  ftupifkdand  be¬ 
numbed  ? 

§.  8.  The  Certainty  and  Importance  qf  the  Things  of  which 
I  fpeak  are  fo  evident,  from  the  Principles  which  you  yourfelves 
grant,  that  one  might  almoft  fet  a  Child  or  an  Idiot  to  reafon 
upon  them.  And  yet  they  are  negledled  by  thofe,  who  are 
grown  up  to  Undemanding,  and  perhaps  fome  of  them  to  fuch 
Refinement  of  Underftanding,  that  they  would  think  themfelves 
greatly  injured,  if  they  were  not  to  be  reckoned  among  the  Po¬ 
liter,  and  the  more  Learned  Part  of  Mankind. 


(g)  Ifa.  vi.  9,  jo.  (h )  Prov.  xvii.  24* 
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Exportation}  with  the  Carelefs, 


i  9.  But  it  is  not  your  Negleft,  Sirs,  that  can  defirov  th 
Being  or  Importance  of  fu,;h  Things  as  thcfe.  It  may  indee< 

frU'°/  ^.Ut  cannot  *n  leail  affect  them.  Permit  ms 
therefore,  having  been  my  felf  awakened,  to  come  to  each  o 

y0U,’/nr  l%y’  3S,  ‘^.Manners  did  to  Jonah ,  while  afleep  in  the 
a  much  lefs  dangerous  Storm,  What  meanest  thou  01 
h-ecper?  Bnfe,  and  call  upon  thy  GOD.  (i)  Do  VOU  doubt  a 
t  o  Uie  i;ca.onabIenef3,  or  Heceffity,  of  doing  it  ?  1  twill  demand 
‘wfwm*.:  (k)  Answer  me  to  your  own  Confcience  a: 
one  that  mod,  ’ere  long,  render  another  Kind  of  Account 

*■  1 2*  1  @w  0wn>  that  *kere  is  a  GOD-.  And  well  yot 
may  .  for  you  cannot  op<en  your  Eyes,  but  you  muft  fee  the 

ri  ?/  ,Proofs  of  his  Beil}L<  his  Prefence,  and  his  Agency.  You 
beno.d  him  around  you  m,  every  Objed.  You  feel  him  within 

Y™  fJ  Tl  f°  fpf^’  “  6Very  Vein’  and  in  everX  Nerve. 

•V  n_ *eeA>  n<^  0r|Jy  that  He  has  formed  you  with 
an  exquiiite  Wifdom,  which  no  mortal  Man  could  ever  fully 

exp.ain  or  comprehend  ;  but  that  He  is  continually  near  you 
wherever  you  ate,  and  however  you  are  employed,  by  Day,  or 
y  Night  ;  in  Him  you  live,  and  moose,  and  have  your  Bein'/.  (1) 
Common -^enfe  will  tell  you,  that  it  is  not  your  own  Wifdom, 
and  Power,  and  Attention,  that  caufes  your  Heart  to  beat,  and 
your  Blood  to  circulate  ;  that  draws  in,  and  fends  out  that 
i.  reatb  of  Lue,  that  precarious  Breath  of  a  moll  uncertain  Life 
that  IS  your  Nojlrils.  (m)  Thefe  Things  are  done  when  you 
Beep,  as  well  as  m  thofe  waking  Moments,  when  you  think  not 
o,  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  or  of  the  Neceffity  of  Breath- 
mg,  nor  io  much  as  recollect  that  you  have  a  Heart  and  Lungs. 

.  w‘,3t  12  this,  but  the  Hand  of  God,  perpetually  fupport- 

mg  and  equating  thofe  curious  Machines  that  He  has  made  ? 

ii.  Nor  is  this  His  Care  limited  to  you  ;  but,  if  you 
look  all  around  you,  far  as  your  Views  can  reach,  you  fee  it 
extenamg  ltfell  on  every  Side  :  And  Oh  how  much  farther  than 
you  c«n  trace  it  !  ReRehi  on  the  Light  and  Heat,  which  the 
»un  every  where  difpenfes  ;  on  the  Air,  which  furrounds  all 
our  Globe,  on  the  right  Temperature  of  which  the  Life  of  the 
wnolc  Human  Race  depends,  and  that  of  all  the  inferior  Crea¬ 
tures  which  dwell  on  the  Earth.  Think  of  the  fuitable  and 
plentiful  Provif.on  made  for  Man  and  Beaft  ;  the  Grafs,  the 
Gram,  the  Variety  of  Fruits,  and  Herbs,  and  Flowers  ;  e’very 
Thing  that  nourilhes  us,  every  Thing  that  delights  us ;  and 

fay. 


(i)  Jon-  i.  6.  (k)  Job  xxxviii.  3.  (1)  Ails  xvii.  28, 

(m)  Ifa,  ii.  22. 
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fa 7,  whether  it  do  not  fpeak  plainly  and  loudly,  that  o.ur  Al¬ 
mighty  Maker  is  near,  and  that  he  is  careful  of  us,  and  kind 
to  us.  And  while  all  thefe  Things  proclaim  His  Goodnefs ,  do 
they  not  alfo  proclaim  His  Power  ?  For  what  Power  is  any 
thing  comparable  to  that, which  furnifhes  out  thefe  Gifts  of  Roy¬ 
al  Bounty ;  and  which,  unwearied  and  unchanged,  produces  con¬ 
tinually,  from  Day  to  Day,  and  from  Age  to  Age,fuch  aftonifh- 
ing  and  magnificent  Effedis,  over  the  Face  of  the  whole  Earth* 
and  through  all  the  Regions  of  Heaven  ? 

§.  12.  It  is  then  evident,  that  GOD  is  prefent ,  prefent  with 
you  at  this  Moment ;  even  GOD  your  Creator  and  Preferver, 
GOD  the  Creator  and  Preferver  of  the  whole  vifxble  and  invi- 
fible  World.  And  is  he  not  prefent  as  a  molt  obfervant  and  at¬ 
tentive  Being  ?  He  that  formed  the  Eye ,  Jhall  not  He  fee  ?  He 
that  planted  the  Ear ,  Jhall  not  He  hear  ?  He  that  teaches  Man 
Knowledge ,  that  gives  him  his  Rational  Faculties,  and  pours  in 
on  his  opening  Mind  all  the  Light  it  receives  by  them,  [hall 
not  he  know  ?  (n)  He  who  fees  all  the  Necelfities  ef  his  Crea¬ 
tures,  fo  feafonably  to  pr®vide  for  them,  fliall  He  not  fee  their 
Adlions  too  ;  and  feeing,  fhall  Fie  not  judge  of  them  ?  Has 
He  given  us  a  Senfe  and  Difcernment  of  what  is  good  and  evil* 
of  what  is  true  and  faJfe,  of  what  is  fair  and  deformed  in  Tem¬ 
per  and  Conduct  ,  and  has  He  himfelf  no  Difcernment  of 
thefe  Things?  Trifle  not  with  your  Confcience,  which  tells 
you  at  once,  that  He  judges  of  it,  and  approves  or  condemns,  as 
it  is  decent  or  indecent,  reafonable  or  unreafonable  ;  and  that 
the  Judgment  which  He  palfes,  is  of  infinite  Importance  to  all 
his  Creatures. 

§.  13.  And  now,  to  apply  all  this  to  your  own  Cafe,  let  me 
fcrioufly  alk  you.  Is  it  a  decent  and  reafonable  Thing,  that  this 
great  and  glorious  Benefador  fhould  be  negleded  by  his  Rati¬ 
onal  Creatures  ?  by  thofe,  that  are  capable  of  attaining  to  fome 
Knowledge  or  him,  and  prefenting  to  him  fome  Homage  ?  Is 
it  decent  and  reafonable,  that  He  fhould  be  forgotten  and  neg¬ 
lected  by  you  ?  Are  you  alone,  of  all  the  Works  of  his  Hands, 
forgotten  and  negleded  by  Him  ?  Oh  Sinner,  thoughtlefs  as  yoa 
are,  you  cannot  dare  to  fay  that,  or  even  to  think  it.  You 
need  not  go  back  to  the  helplefs  Days  of  your  Infancy  and 
Childhood,  to  convince  you  of  the  contrary.  You  need  not,  in 
order  to  this,  to  recoiled  the  remarkable  Deliverances,  which, 
pernaps,  were  wrought  out  for  you  many  Years  ago.  The  Re- 
pofe  of  the  Jail  Night,  the  Refrefhment  and  Comfort  you  have 

received 

(n)  Pfal.  xcir.  9,  10* 
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tm 


Ch.  2': 


eceived  this  Day  ;  yea,  the  Mercies  you  are  receiving  this 
very  Moment,  bear  witnefs  to  him  ;  and  yet  vou  regard  him 
not.  Ungrateful  Creature  that  you  are  !  Could  |ou  hav^ 
reated  any  Human  Benefaflor  thus  ?  Could  you  have  borne 
to  negled  a  kind  Parent,  or  any  generous  Friend,  that  had  but 
for  a  few  Months  afted  the  Part  of  a  Parent  to  you  »  To 
have  taken  no  Notice  of  him,  while  in  his  Prefence  ?  To 
have  returned  him  no  Thanks,  to  have  had  no  Contrivances  to 
make  fome  little  Acknowledgment  for  all  his  Goodnefs  >  Hu 
ma”  Nature,  bad  as  it  is,  is  not  fallen  fo  low.  Nay  the  Bru 
tal  Nature  is  not  fo  low  as  this.  Surely  every  Domeflick  Ani¬ 
mal  around  you  muft  fhame  fach  Ingratitude.  If  you  do  but 
for  a  few  Days  take  a  little  kind  Notice  of  a  Dog,  and  feed 
him  with  the  Refufe  of  your  Table,  he  will  wait  won  you  and 
love  to  be  near  you  ;  he  will  be  eager  to  follow  you  from 
Place  to  Place,  and  when,  after  a  little  Abfence,  you  return 
Home,  will  try,  by  a  thoufandfond  tranfported  Motions  to  tell 
you  how  much  he  rejoices  to  fee  you  again.  Nay,  Brutes, 
far  leis  fagacious  and  apprehenfive,  have  fome  Senfe  of  our 
Xindncis,  and  exprefs  it  after  their  Way  :  As  the  blefled  God 
condefcends  to  obferve,  in  this  very  View  in  which  I  mention 
it,  l  he  dull  Ox  knows  his  Owner, ,  and  the  ftupid  Ajs  his  Mafiers 
Crib  :  (0)  What  lamentable  Degeneracy,  therefore,  is  it 

that  you  do  not  know, ,  that  j you,  who  have  been  number’d  among 
God’s  profeffing  People ,  do  not,  and  will  not  confidery our  num- 
berlefs  Obligations  to  him  ? 

§.  14.  Surely,  if  you  have  any  Ingenuity  of  Temper, 
you  muir  be  afhamed  and  grieved  in  the  Review  :  But  if  you 
have  nor,  give  me  leave  farther  to  expoftulate  with  you  on  this 
Head,  by  letting  it  in  fomething  of  a  different  Light.  Can  you 
think  yourfelves  fafe,  while  you  are  acting  a  Part  like  this  > 
Do  you  not  in  your  Confcience  believe,  there  will  be  a  future 
Judgment  ?  Do  you  not  believe,  there  is  an  invifible  and  eter¬ 
nal  World  ?  As  proidTed  Chriflians,  we  all  believe  it  j  for  it  is 
no  controverted  Point,  but  difplay’d  in  Scripture  with  fo  clear 
an  Evidence,  that,  fubtile  and  ingenious  as  Men  are  in  Error, 
they  have  not  yet  found  out  a  Way  to  evade  it.  And,  be¬ 
lieving  this,  do  you  not  fee,  that  while  you  are  thus  wandering 
from  God,  D  ejlruftion  and  Mifery  are  in  your  Ways  ?  (p)  Will 

this  Indolence,  and  Negligence  of  Temper,  be  any  Security  to 
you  ?  VVill  it  guard  you  from  Death  ?  Will  it  excufe  you 
from  Judgment  ?  You  might  much  more  reasonably  expedt, 

(o)  Ifa.  i.  3.  (p)  Rom.  iii.  16. 
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and  from  the  View  of  a  future  State]  if 

that  (hutting  your  Eyes  would  be  a  Defence  againrt  the  Rag« 
Of  a  devouring  Lion  ;  or  that  looking  another  Way  (hould  feu 
Cure  your  Body  from  being  pierced  by  a  Bullet  or  a  Sword* 
When  God  fpeaks  of  the  extravagant  Folly  of  fome  thoUghtlefa 
Creatures,  who  would  hearken  to  no  Admonition  now*  he  adds* 
in  a  very  awful  Manner  :  in  the  latter  Day  they  /hall  confeder  it 
•perfectly,  (q)  And  is  not  this  applicable  to  you  ?  Muft  you  not* 
fooner  or  later,  be  brought  to  think  of  theffe  Things,  whether 
you  will  or  no  ?  And  in  the  mean  time*  do  you  not  certainly 
know,  that  timely  and  ferious  Reflection  upon  them*  is  through 
Divine  Grace,  the  only  Way  to  prevent  your  Ruin  ? 

15.  Yes,  Sinner,  I  need  not  multiply  Words  on  a  Subjeft 
like  this.  Your  Confidence  is  already  inwardly  convinced,  tho* 
your  Pride  may  be  unwilling  10  own  it.  And,  to  prove  it,  let 
me  a(k  you  one  Queftion  more  :  Would  you,  upon  any  Terms 
and  Confiderations  whatever,  come  to  a  Resolution*  abfolutely 
to  difmifs  all  farther  Thought  of  Religion*  and  all  Care  about  it* 
from  this  Day  and  Hour,  and  to  abide  by  the  Corifequences  of 
that  NegleCi  ?  I  believe,  hardly  any  Man  living  would  be  bold 
enough  to  determine  upon  this.  I  believe*  moft  of  my  Readers 
Would  be  ready  to  tremble  at  the  Thought  of  it. 

$•  J6.  But  if  it  be  necefTary  to  take  thefe  Things  into  Con- 
fideration  at  all,  it  is  necefTary  to  do  it  quickly  ;  for  Life  itfelf  is 
not  To  very  long,  nor  fo  certain,  that  a  wife  Man  fhould  rifqua 
much  upon  its  Continuance.  And  I  hope  to  convince  you* 
When  I  have  another  Hearing,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  do  it  imme¬ 
diately  ;  and  that  next  to  the  Madnefs  of  refolving,  You  will  not 
think  of  Religion  at  all ,  is  that  of  faying,  You  ‘will  think  of  it 
hereafter.  In  the  mean  Time,  paufe  on  the  Hints  which  have 
been  already  given,  and  they  will  prepare  you  to  receive  whafi 
is  to  be  added  on  that  Head. 

*Ihe  Meditation  of  a  Siriiief  who  was  once  thoughtlefsi  hut  he* 

gins  to  be  awakened . 

“  A  WAKE,  Oh  my  forgetful  Soul,  awafcef  from  thefe 
JT\  wandring  Dreams.  Turn  thee  from  this  Chace  of  Va- 
i(  nity,  and  for  a  little  while  be  perfuaded*  by  all  thefe  Confe¬ 
derations,  to  look  forward,  and  to  look  upward,  at  leafl  for  21 
4(  few  Moments.  Sufficient  are  the  Hours,  and  Days,  given  to 
the  Labours  and  Amufements  of  Life.  Grudge  not  a  fhort 
?*  Allotment  of  Minutes,  to  view  thyfelf,  and  thine  own  more 

,  C  d€  immediate 
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immediate  Concerns  ;  to  reflea,  who,  and  what  thou  art  j 

how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  thou  art  here,  and  what  thou  muft 
“  quickly  be  ! 

It  is  indeed,  as  thou  haft  now  feen  it  reprefented.  Oh 
“  my  Soul  !  Thou  art  the  Creature  of  GOD  ;  formed  and  fur- 
“  nillied  hV  Hi™>  and  lodged  in  a  Body,  which  He  provided, 
66  ar,o  which  He  lupports  ;  a  Body,- In  which  he  intended  thee 
“  only  a  tranfitory  Abode.  Oh,  think  how  foon  this  Tabernacle 
“  mull  be  dif 'olved ,  (r)  and  thou  muft  return  to  GOD.  (s)  And 

fhall  He,  the  One,  Infinite,  Eternal,  Ever-blefTed,  and  Ever- 
gloiious  Being,  fhall  He  be  leaf  of  all  regarded  by  thee  ? 
“  Wilt  thou  live  and  die  with  this  Charader,  faying,  by  every 
Adfion  of  every  Day,  unto  GO D ,  Depart  from  me ,  for  1  de - 
t(  flre  no*  Knowledge  of  thy  IV ays  ?  (t)  The  Morning,  the 

“  Da)h  the  Evening,  the  Night,  every  Period  of  Time,  has  its 
“  Excufes  for  this  Negled.  But,  Oh  my  Soul,  what  will  thefe 
“  Excufes  appear,  when  examined  by  Kis  penetrating  Eye  ! 
“  1  hey  may  delude  me  ;  but  they  cannot  imp  of e  upon  Hijn. 

“  Oh  7  hou  injured,  negledled,  provoked  Bcnefadfor !  When 
<£  I  think,  but  for  a  Moment  or  two,  of  all  Thy  Greatnefs,  and 
of  all  7  hyGcodnefs,  I  am  allonifhed  at  this  Infen£ibility,which 
“  hath  prevailed  in  mine  Heart,  and  even  Bill  prevails.  I  blufh9 
“  and  am  confounded, to  lift  up  my  Face  before  Thee,  (u)  On  the 
moft  transient  Review,  I  fee,*that  l  have  played  the  Fool,  that 
“  1  have  erred  exceedingly,  (x)  And  yet  this  flupid  Heart  of 
€i  mine  would  make  its  having  negledled  Thee  fo  long,  a 
“  Reafon  for  going  on  to  negledt  Thee.  I  own,  it  might  juiliy 
“  be  expected,  that,  with  regard  to  Thee,  every  one  of  Thy 
Rational  Creatures  fhould  be  all  Duty  and  Love  :  That  each 
“  Heart  fhould  be  full  of  a  Senfe  of  Thy  Prefence  ;  and  that  a 
“  Care  to  pleafe  Thee  fhall  fwallow  up  every  other  Care. 
*s  Yet  Thou  hafi  not  been  in  all  my  Thoughts  ;  (y )  and  ReliH 
“  gion,  the  End  and  Glory  of  my  Nature,  has  been  fo  ftrange- 
“  ly  over  looked,  that  I  have  hardly  ever  ferioufly  afked  my 
t(  own  Heart,  what  it  is. — I  know,  if  Matters  reft  here,  1  perifh. 
“  And  yet,  I  feel  in  my  perverfe  Nature,  a  fecret  Indifpofitioa 
“  to  purfue  thefe  Thoughts  ;  a  Pronenefs,  if  rfot  entirely  to  dif- 
6t  mils  them,  yet  to  lay  them  afide  for  the  prefent.  My  Mind 
“  is  perplexed  and  divided  ;  but  I  am  lure,  Thou,  who  madeit 
**  me,  knoweft  what  is  bell  for  me.  I  therefore  befeech 
i(  Thee,  that  Thou  wilt,  for  Thy  Names  fake,  lead  me  and  guide 

“  me. 

(r)  2  Cor.  v.  i.  (s)  Eccl.  xii.  7.  (t)  Job  xxi.  14.  (uj  Ear* 
x.  6.  (x)  1  Sam.  xxvi.  21.  ( yj  Pfal.  x.  4. 


Ch.  3.'  who  begins  to  be  awakened. 

“  me.  (z)  Let  me  not  delay,  till  it  is  for  ever  too  late.  Pluck 
“  ?ne ,  as  a  Brand,  out  of  the  Burning .  (a )  Oh  break  this  fatal 
“  Enchantment,  that  holds  down  my  Affedtion  to  Obje&s, 
“  which  my  Judgment  comparatively  defpifes  ?  And  let  me,  at 
“  length,  come  into  fo  happy  a  State  of  Mind,  that  I  may  not 
€i  be  afraid  to  think  of  Thee,  and  of  myfelf  ;  and  may  not  be 
“  tempted  to  wifh,  that  Thou  hadftnot  made  me,  or  that  Thou 
t(  couldll  for  ever  forget  me  ;  that  it  may  not  be  my  belt  Hope, 
“  to  perifh  like  the  Brutes. 

“  If  what  I  fliall  farther  read  here,  be  agreeable  to  Truth 
“  and  Reafon  ;  if  it  be  calculated  to  promote  my  Happinefs, 
*€  and  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  Intimation  of  Thy  Will  and  Plea* 
“  fure  to  me  ;  Oh  God,  let  me  hear  and  obey  !  Let  the  Words 
“  of.  Thy  Servant ,  when  pleading  Thy  Caufe,  be  like  Goads  to 
pierce  into  my  Mind ;  and  let  me  rather  feel,  and  fmart,  than 
€(  die  !  Let  them  be  as  Nails  fafened in  a  fure  Place  :  '  (V 
That,  whatever  Myfteries  as  yet  unknown,  or  whatever 
€i  Difficulties  there  be  in  Religion,  if  it  be  necefiary,  I  may  not 
4<  finally  neglefl  it ;  and  that  if  it  be  expedient  to  attend  imme- 
“  diately  to  it,  I  may  no  longer  delay  that  Attendance  !  And, 
Oh  let  1  hy  Grace  teach  me  the  LefTon,  I  am  fo  flow  to  learn  5 
“  and  conquer  that  ffrong  Oppofition,  which  I  feel  in  my 
“  Heart,  againff  the  very  Thought  of  it  I  Hear  thefe  broken 
“  Cries,  for  the  Sake  of  Thy  Son,  who  has  taught  and  laved 
many  a  Creature  as  untradlable  as  I,  and  can  out  of  Stones 
4f  raife  up  Children  to  Abraham  /  (c J  Amen.” 


CHAP.  III. 


The  Awakened  Sinner  urged  to  imme¬ 
diate  Confideration,  and  cautioned 
againfl  Delay. 

Sinners  when  awakened,  inclinable  to  difmifs  Convidltons  for  the 
prefent.  §.  1.  An  immediate  Regard  to  Religion  urged.  §.  2. 
(lmJ  From  the  Excellency  and  Pleajure  of  the  Thing  it felf  §.  3. 

C  2  (2.) 
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The  Sinner  caution'd  againfl  Delay!,  Ch.  3  2 

(2.}  From  the  Uncertainty  of  that  future  Time  on  which  Si n'. 
mn  prefume,  compared  with  the  fad  Cojifcquences  of  being  cut 
tiff  in  Sin.  §.  4.  ^3 )  From  the  Immutability  of  GOD's  pre- 
Jent  Demands .  §.5.  )  From  the  Tendency  which  Delay  has, 

to  make  a  Compliance  with  theje  Demands  more  difficult  than  it 
2s  at  prefent.  §.6.  ($)  From  the  Danger  of  GOD1  s  with¬ 
drawing  his  Spirit ,  compared  with  the  dreadful  Cafe  of  a  Sin- 
trer  given  up  by  it  :  §.  7.  hi  hich  probably  is  now  the  Cafe 

of  many.  §.  8.  Since  therefore,  on  the  whole,  whatever  tht 
Event  be,  Delays  muft  prove  Matter  of  Lamentation.  $.  9. 
The  Chapter  concludes  with  an  Exhortation  againft  yielding  to 
them  :  §.  10.  And  a  Prayer  again ft  Temptations  of .  that  Kind. 

I#  T  HOPE  my  laft  Addrefs  To  far  awakened  the  Con- 
JL  visions  of  my  Reader,  as  to  bring  him  to  this  Pur- 
pole,  “  That  fome  Time  or  other  he  would  attend  to  Religiou* 
Confiderations.”  But  give  me  leave  to  afk  earneftly  and 
punduaily,  “  When  that  fhall  be  }"  Go  thy  Way  for  this  Time, 
and  at  a  more  convenient  Seafon  1  will  fend  for  thee ,  was  the 
Language,  and  the  Ruin  of  unhappy  Felix,  (a J  when  he  trem - 
bled  under  the  Reafonings  and  Exportations  of  the  Apofffe. 
r^'^e  Eempter  prefumed  -not  to  urge,  That  he  fhould  give  up 
all  1  houghts  of  Repentance  and  Reformation  $  but  only  that, 
confidering  the  prefent  Hurry  of  his  Affairs,  fas  no  Doubt  they 
were  many ,J  he  fhould  defer  it  to  a  longer  Day.  The  Arti¬ 
fice  fucceeded,  and  Felix  was  undone. 

§.  2.  W ill  you,  Reader,  difmifs  me  thus  ?  For  your  own 
fake,  and  out  of  tender  Compaffion  to  your  perifhing  immortal 
Soul,  I  would  not  willingly  take  up  with  fuch  a  Difmifhon  and 
Excule.  No,  not  tho’  you  fhould  fx  a  Time  ;  tho1  you  fhould 
determine  on  the  next  Tear,  or  Month ,  or  Week,  or  Day.  I 
would  turn  upon  you,  with  all  the  Eagernefs  and  Tendernefscf 
friendly  Importunity,  and  intreat  you  to  bring  the  Matter  to  an 
JfTue  even  now.  For  if  you  fay,  “  I  will  think  on  thefe  Things 
to  morrow  f  I  fhall  have  little  Hope  ;  and  fhall  conclude,  That 
all  that  I  have  hitherto  urged,  and  all  that  you  have  read,  hath 
been  offered  and  viewed  in  vain. 

§.  3.  When  I  invite  you  to  the  Care  and  Pra&ice  of  Re¬ 
ligion,  it  may  feern  ftrange;  that  it  fhould  be  necelfary  for  me, 
affedionately  to  plead  the  Cafe  with  you,  in  order  to  your  im¬ 
mediate  Regard  and  Compliance.  What  I  am  inviting  you  to, 
is  fo  noble  and  excellent  in  itfelf,  fo  well  worthy  the  Dignity 


(a)  Ads  xxiv.  25, 
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of  our  Rational  Nature,  fo  fuitable  to  it,  fo  manly,  and  fo  wife, 
that  one  would  imagine,  you  fhould  take  Fire,  as  it  were,  at  the 
firft  Hearing  of  it ;  yea,  that  fo  delightful  a  View  fhould  pre- 
fently  pofiefs  your  whole  Soul  with  a  Kind  of  Indignation  againft 
yourfelf,  that  you  purfued  it  no  fooner.  “  May  I  lift  up  mine 
“  Eyes,  and  my  Soul,  to  Gop  ?  May  I  devote  myfelf  to  Him  ? 
**  May  I  even  now  commence  a  Friendfhip  with  Him  ?  A 
Friendfhip  which  fhall  laft  for  ever,  the  Security,  the  De- 
“  light,  the  Glory  of  this  immortal  Nature  of  mine  V'  And 
fhall  I  draw  back,  and  fay,  “  Neverthelefs  let  me  not  com- 
“  mence  this  Friendfhip  too  Joon  :  Let  me  live  at  leaf!  a  few 
Weeks,  or  a  few  Days  longer,  without  GOD  in  the  World  ?" 
Surely  it  would  be  much  more  reafonable  to  turn  inward,  and 
fay,  “  Oh  my  Soul,  on  what  vile  Hujks  haft  thou  been  feeding, 
while  thine  Heavenly  Father  has  been  forfaken,  and  injured  ? 
Shall  I  defire  to  multiply  the  Days  of  my  Poverty,  my  Scan- 
“  dal,  and  my  Mifery  ?”  On  this  Principle,  furely,  an  immedi¬ 
ate  Return  to  God  fhould  in  all  Reafon  be  chofen  ;  rather  than 
to  play  the  Fool  any  longer ,  and  to  go  on  a  little  more  to  difpleafe 
God,  and  thereby  to  ftarve  and  to  wound  your  own  Soul  5 
even  though  your  Continuance  in  Life  were  ever  fo  certain, 
and  your  Capacity  to  return  to  God  and  your  Duty  ever  fo  en¬ 
tirely  in  your  own  Power,  now,  and  in  every  future  Moment 
through  Scores  of  Years  yet  to  come. 

§.  4-  Lot  who,  or  what  are  You,  that  you  fhould  lay  your 
Accoun  t  for  2  ears ,  or  for  Months  to  come  ?  What  is  your  Fife  P 
Is  it  not  even  as  a  V apour ,  that  appear eth  for  a  little  Time,  and 
then  vanijheth  away  ?  (b)  And  what  is  your  Security,  or 

what  is  your  peculiar  Warrant,  that  you  fhould  thus  depend 
upon  the  Certainty  of  its  Continuance  ?  and  that  fo  abfolutely, 
as  to  venture,  as  it  were,  to  pawn  your  Soul  upon  it  ?  Why, 
you  will  perhaps  fay,  I  am  young,  and  in  all  my  Bloom  and 
“  Vigour  :  I  fee  Hundreds  about  me,  who  are  more  than  dota- 
ble  my  Age  ;  and  not  a  few  of  them,  who  feem  to  think  it 
“  too  foon  to  attend  to  Religion  yet. You  view  the  Living, 
and  you  talk  thus.  But  I  befeech  you,  think  of  the  Dead,  Re¬ 
turn  in  your  Thoughts,  to  thofe  Graves,  in  which  you  have  left 
fome  of  your  young  Companions,  and  your  Friends.  You  faw 
them  a  while  ago  gay  and  active  ;  warm  with  Life  and  Hopes, 
and  Schemes.  And  fame  of  them  would  have  thought  a 
Friend  ftrangely  importunate,  that  fhould  have  interrupted  them 
in  their  Bufmefs,  and  their  Pleafures,  with  a  folemu  Le&ure  of 

,  £  3  Death 

^Jam.  tv.  14, 


i  ,1  --J. 


t 


IK  , 

m 


[jm 


Ifltw 


» ;i  Z 


•■I  « 


22  The  dreadful  Cafe  of  dying  unprepar'd.  qj,  . 

Death  and  Eternity.  Yet  they  were  then  on  the  very  Borders 
of  both.  You  have  fince  feen  their  Corpfes,  or  at  lead  the:r 
Coffins  ;  and  probably  carried  about  with  you  the  Badves  of 
Mourning,  which  you  received  at  their  Funerals.  Thofe  once 
■vigorous,  and  perhaps  beautiful  Bodies  of  theirs,  now  lie  moul¬ 
dering  in  the  Dull  ;  as  fenfelefs,  and  helplefs,  as  the  moll  decre- 
pid  Pieces  of  Human  Nature,  which  Fourfcore  Years  ever  bro’t 
down  to  it.  And,  w'hat  is  infinitely  more  to  be  regarded,  their 
Fouls,  whether  prepared  for  this  great  Change,  or  thouohtlefs  of 
it,  have  made  their  Appearance  before  God,  and  are  at  this 
Moment  fixed  either  in  PJeaven,  or  in  Hell.  Now  let  me  fieri- 
oufiy  afk  you,  Would  it  be  miraculous,  or  would  it  be  drange, 
if  luch  an  Event  fhould  befall  you  ?  Flow  are  you  fure,  that 
Seme  fatal  Diieafe  fnall  not  this  X)ay  begin  to  work  in  your 
Veins  ?  How  are  you  fure,  that  you  fhall  ever  be  capable  of 
leading  or  thinking  any  more,  if  you  do  not  attend  to  what  you 
now  read,  and  puriue  the  I  bought  which  is  now  offering  itlelf 
to  your  Mind?  This  fudden  Alteration  may  at  lead  poffibiy  hap¬ 
pen  ;  and  if  it  does,  it  will  be  to  you  a  terrible  one  indeed. 
To  be  thus  furprized  into  the  Prefence  of  a  forgotten  God  ;  to 
be  torn  away,  at  once,  from  a  World,  to  which  your  whole 
Heart  and  bom  has  been  n vetted  i  a  World,  which  has  engrof- 
fied  all  your  Fnoughts  and  Cares,  all  your  Defires  and  Purfuits  ; 
ano  be  fixed  in  a  State,  which  you  could  never  be  fo  far  per- 
fiuaded  to  think  of,  as  to  fpend  fo  much  as  one  Hour  in  ferious 
Preparation  for  it  :  Plow  mud  you  even  diudder  at  the  Appre- 
henfion  of  it,  and  with  what  Horror  mud  it  fill  you  ?  It  feems 
Matter  of  Wonder,  that,  in  fuch  Circumdances,  you  are  not  ai¬ 
med  didradled  with  the  I  houghfs  ©f  the  Uncertainty  of  Life, 
and  are  not  even  ready  to  die  for  Fear  of  Death.  Totrifle  with 
God  any  longer,  after  fo  folemn  an  Admonition  as*  this,  would 
be  a  Circumftance  of  additional  Provocation,  which,  after  all 
tne  red,  might  he  fatal  :  Nor  is  there  any  Thing  you  can  ex- 
ped  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  but  that  He  fhould  cut  you  off  immediately, 
and  teach  other  Thoughtlefs  Creatures,  by  your  Ruin,  what  a 
hazardous  Experiment  they  make,  when  they  aa  as  you  are 


c,ain& 


§.  y  And  will  you,  after  all,  run  this  defperate  Rifque  ? 
For  what  imaginable  Purpofe  can  you  do  it  ?  Do  you  think,  the 
Rufinefs  (j  Religion  will  become  L js  ne.ccJfo.ry ,  or  more  eafy,  by 
your  Delay  ?  You  know,  that  it  will  rot.  You  know,  that 
Whatever  the  blefied  God  demands  now,  he  will  alfo  demand 
Twenty  or  Thirty  Years  hence,  if  you  fhould  live  to  fee  the 


Ch.  5 .  Delay  will  make  the  Work  more  difficult.  2$ 

Time.  God  hath  fixed  the  Method,  in  which  he  will  pardon 
and  accept  Sinners,  in  HisGofpel.  And  will  He  ever  alter  that 
Method  ?  Or  if  He  will  not,  can  Men  alter  it  ?  You  like  not 
to  think  of  repenting,  and  humbling  yourfclf  before  God,  to 
receive  Righteoufnefs  and  Life  from  his  free  Grace  in  Chrift  ; 
and  you  above  all  diflike  the  Thought,  of  returning  to  God  m 
the  Ways  of  Holy  Obedience.  But  will  Pie  ever  difpenfe 
with  any  of  thefe,  and  publifh  a  new  Gofpel,  with  Promifes 
of  Life  and  Salvation  to  impenitent ,  unbelieving  Sinners ,  if  they 
will  but  call  themf elves  Chrijlians ,  and  fubmit  to  a  few  external 
Rites?  How.  long,  do  you  think,  you  might  wait  for  fuch  a 
Change  in  the  Conflitution  of  Things  ?  You  know,  Death  will 
come  upon  you  ;  and  you  cannot  but  know,  in  your  own  Con- 
fcience,  that  a  general  Diflblution  will  come  upon  the  World, 
long  before  GOD  can  thus  deny  himfclf ,  and  contradict  all  his 
Perfections,  and  all  his  Declarations. 

§.  6.  Or  if  his  Demands  continue  the  fame,  as  they  afluredly 
will,  do  you  think,  any  Thing,  which  is  now  dilagreaable  to 
you  in  them,  will  be  lefs  difagreeable  hereafter,  than  it  is  at 
prefent  ?  Shall  you  love  Sin  lefs,  when  it  is  become  more  habi¬ 
tual  to  you,  and  W'hen  Confidence  is  yet  more  enfeebled  and 
debauched  ?  If  you  ar e  running  with  the  Footmen  and  fainting , 
fihall  you  be  able  to  contend  with  the  Horjemen  ?  (c J  Surely 
you  cannot  imagine  it.  You  would  not  fay,  in  any  Difiemprr 
which  threatened  your  Life,  “  I  will  flay  till  I  grow  a  little  vsorfe , 
“  and  then  I  will  apply  to  a  Phyfician  :  I  will  let  my  Difeafc 
4<  get  a  little  more  Rooting  in  my  Vitals,  and  then  1  will  try 
<c  what  can  be  done  to  remove  it.”  No,  it  is  only  where  the 
Life  of  the  Soul  is  concerned,  that  Men  think  thus  wildly  : 
The  Life  and  Health  of  the  Body  appear  too  precious,  to  be 
thus  trifled  away. 

§.  7.  If  after  fuch  defiperate  Experiments  you  are  ever  re¬ 
covered,  it  mad  be  by  an  Operation  of  Divine  Grace  on  your 
Soul,  yet  more  powerful  and  more  wonderful,  in  Proportion  to 
the  increafimg  Inveteracy  of  your  Spiritual  Maladies.  And  can 
you  expeCt,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  fliould  be  more  ready  to  ajjift  you9 
in  Confequence  of  your  having  fo  fhamefully  trifled  with  him, 
and  affronted  him  ?  Pie  is  now,  in  fome  Meafure,  moving  on 
your  Heart  ;  If  you  feel  any  fecret  Relentings  in  it  upon  what 
you  read,  it  is  a  Sign  you  are  not  yet  utterly  forfaken  :  But 
who  can  tell,  whether  thefe  are  not  the  laft  7 ouches  he  will  ever 
give,  to  a  Heart  fo  long  hardened  againit  him  ?  Who  can 

C  4  tcik 

(c)  Jer.  xii.  s. 
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H  You  may  le  left  to  Hardmf  of  Heart.  Ch(  • 

55  s  y%<s?ir£y%  v“  °™ » p”“*.  a  sti 

and, mmed, ate  Damnation.  The  Bleffed  G  op  may  fav  A. 

»  *  trlzTJ,' h  f  *  r“-  »' 

::  d  inr  “v” uGt'  6:  TJ,"  £ 

“  FhJr  h’  d  m?‘l  Powerful  Ordinances  of  the  Gofpel  too  • 

..  die  ondeTfevenfold' rm;  “  a|Sravatc  W*  Condemnation,  and 
“  Eivehimtlr  Guiltand  z  fentenfold  Curfe.  I  will  not 
.<  |7onf'?f  Fe  Grzcf  t0L  tb,nk  of  M«  Ways  for  one  ferious 
f‘  r  *  l  ^°re  5  ^Ut  £°  on  from  bad  to  worfe  fil - 

“  kfzXn?  (a/Ure  0fhl  In^uities>  till  Death  and  Deftruflfoo 

•• »  *  «“'•  **  «*■*  -t- 

_„t'v  S1  Jou ‘hink  this  an  uncommon  Cafe  ;  but,  I  fear,  it  is 
?  w°KWoe-  ,1  fear>  (here  are  few  Congregations,  where 

beenTo^  rf  ru  has  been  faichfully  preached!  and  where  it  has 
wJ^g  /P'ff’  erfPea3Uy  b y  thofe  whom  it  had  once  awa- 

!?  c^'t^  Er*  of  God  does  not  fee  a  AW^r  of  fuch 

upon  the  r°f  *  J  c10lFh  H  18  ia)Poff,ble  for  us  to  pronounce 
upon  the  Cafe,  who  they  are.  r 

§.  9.  I  pretend  not  to  fay,  how  tie  will  deal  with  you.  Oh 
Reader ;  whether  He  will  immediately  cut  you  off,  or  feal  you 
up  under  final  Hardnefs  and  Impenitency  of  Heart  ;  or  whether 
*iis  Lrrace  may,  at  length,  awaken  you,  to  confider  your  Ways 
and  to  return  to  Him,  even  when  your  Heart  is  grown  yet 
jnore  obdurate  than  it  is  at  prefent  :  For  to  his  Almighty  Grace 
nothing  is  hard,  not  even  to  transform  a  Rock  of  Marble  into  a 
Man  and  a  Saint.  But  this  I  will  confidently  fay,  That  if  you 
delay  any  longer,  the  Time  will  come,  when  you  will  Utterly 
repent  of  that  Delay  ;  and  either  lament  it  before  Gcd  in  the 
Anguifh  of  your  Heart  here,  or  curfe  your  own  Folly  and 
Madnefs  in  Hell  ;  yea,  when  you  will  wifh,  that,  dreadful  as 
HelJ  is,  you  had  rather  fallen  into  it  fooner,  than  have  lived 
m  the  Mid  ft  of  io  many  abufed  Mercies  to  render  the  Degree 

of  your  Punifbment  more  infupportable,  and  your  Senieofit 
more  exquifitely  tormenting. 

§.  io.  I  DO  therefore  earneftly  exhort  you,  in  the  Name  of 
sur  Lord  jtjus  Cbrijl,  and  by  tht  Worth,  and,  if  I  may  fofpeak, 

by 

Heb.  in,  1 8,  (e)  i  ThelT.  ii,  1 6, 


Ch>  3. 


A  Trap  er  again  ft  being  tempted  to  delay .  2$ 

by  the  Blood  of  your  immortal  and perijhing  Soul ,  that  you  de¬ 
lay  not  a  Day,  or  an  Hour  longer.  Far  from  giving  Sleep  to 
your  Eyes ,  or  Slumber  to  your  Eye-lids ,  (f)  in  the  continued  Neg¬ 
lect  of  this  important  Concern,  take  with  you  even  now  Words , 
and  turn  unto  the  LORD  ;  (g)  and  before  you  quit  the  Place 
where  you  now  are,  fall  upon  your  Knees  in  his  Sacred  Prefence, 
and  pour  out  your  Heart  in  fuch  Language,  or  at  leaft  to  fome 
fuch  Pyrpofe,  as  this. 


^Prayer  for  one,  who  is  tempted  to  delay  applying  to  Religion, 
though  under  fome  Convictions  of  its  Importance . 


w  H  Thou  Righteous  and  Holy  Sovereign  of  Heaven 
“  and  Earth  !  Thou  GOD,  in  whoje  Hand  my  Breath 
u  if,  and  whofe  are  all  my  Ways  f  (h)  I  confefs,  I  have  been 
u  far  from  glorifying  ‘Thee,  or  conducing  myfelf  accord - 
“  ing  to  the  Intimations,  or  the  Declarations  of  Thy  Will.  I 
“  have  therefore  Reafonto  adore  Thy  Forbearance  and  Good- 
nels,  that  thou  haft  not  long  ftnee  flopped  my  Breath,  and 
cut  me  off  from  the  Land  of  the  Living.  I  adore  Thy  Pati¬ 
ence,  that  I  have  not.  Months  and  Years  ago,  been  an  In¬ 
habitant  of  Hell  ;  where  Ten  Fhoufand  delaying  Sinners  are 
now  lamenting  their  Folly,  and  will  be  lamenting  it  for  ever. 
But,  Oh  God,  how  poftible  is  it,  that  this  trifling  Heart  of 
mine  may,  at  length,  betray  me  into  tiie  fame  Ruin  !  and 
then,  alas,  into  a  Ruin  aggravated  by  ail  this  Patience  and 
Forbearance  of  1  hine  !  I  am  convinced,  that,  fooner  or  la¬ 
ter,  Religion  mull  be  my  ferious  Care,  or  I  am  undone.  And 
yet,  my  foolifn  Heart  draws  back  from  the  Yoke  :  Yet  I 
“  ftretch  myfelf  upon  the  Bed  of  Sloth,  and  cry  out  for  <2  little 
“f  ^re  Sleep, a  little  more  Slumber,  a  little  more  folding  of  the 
“  Hands  t0  Shtp*  (i)  Thus  does  my  corrupt  Heart  plead  for 
its  own  Indulgence,  againft  the  Convictions  of  my  better 
“  Judgment.  What  fhall  I  fay  ?  Oh  Lord,  fave  me  from 
„  Wf'V  !  Save  me  from  the  Artifices  and  Deceitfulnefs  of  Sin  : 
<c  5?ve  1116  fJom  th^  Treachery  of  this  perverfe  and  degenerate 
Nature  of  mine,  and  fix  upon  my  Mind  what  I  have  now 
been  reading  ! 

„  f°H  Lord>  1  am  not  now  inftructed  in  Truths,  which  were 
e  ore  quite  unknown.  Often  have  I  been  warned  of  the 
*  Uncertainty  of  Life,  and  of  the  greater  Uncertainty  of  the 


(f)  Prov.  vi.  4. 
{ij  P?ov\  vi,  io. 


“  Day 

(g)  Hof,  xiv.  2.  (h)  Dan.  v.  23. 


£6  A  Prayer  for  cne  under  ConviSHons.  Ch.  f 

Day  of  Salvation  :  And  I  have  formed  fome  light  Purpofes 
and  have  begun  to  take  a  few  irrefolute  Steps  in  my  Way 
towards  a  Return  unto  Thee.  But,  alas,  I  have  been  only, 
as  it  were,  flittering  about  Religion ,  and  have  never  fixed 
upon  it.  All  my  Relolutions  have  been  fcattered,  like  Smoke, 
or  difperfed,  like  a  cloudy  Vapour  before  the  Wind.  On 
that  I  hou  would#  now  bring  thefe  Things  home  to  my 
Heart,  with  a  moie  powerful  Conviction  than  it  hath  ever 
yet  felt!  Oh  that  1  hou  would#  purfue  me  with  them,  even 
when  I  #ee  from  them  ;  if  I  fhould  ever  grow  mad  enough 
t(  to  endeavour  to  efcape  them  any  more  l  May  Thy  Spirit  ad- 
“  drefs  me,  in  the  Language  of  effedual  Terror  ;  2nd  add  all 
“  the  mo#  powerful  Methods,  which  thou  knoweft  to  be  necef- 
“  &rY>  t0  awaken  me  from  this  Lethargy,  which  mu#  other- 
“  v{l[c  be  mortal  •'  Ma y  the  Sound  of  thefe  Things  be  in  mine 
Lass,  when  1  go  outy  and  when  l  come  iny  when  1  lie  down ,  eiti 

“  av/j£n  1  rife  UP  •'  (k)  And  if  the  Repofe  of  the  Night,  and 
the  Bufinefs  of  the  Day,  be  for  a  while  interrupted  by  the 
“  Impreffion,  be  it  fo,  Oh  God  !  if  I  may  but  thereby  carry 
on  my  Bufinefs  with  Thee  to  better  Purpofe,  and  at  length 
“  fecure  a  Repofe  in  Thee,  in#ead  of  all  that  Terror  which  I 
“  now  find,  when  1  think  upon  GOD  and  am  troubled.  (\) 

Oh  Lord,  my  Flejh  trembleth  for  Fear  of  Theey  and  1  am 
€t  afraid  of  Fhy  Judgments,  (m)  I  am  afraid,  left  even  now, 
“  that  I  have  begun  to  think  of  Religion,  Thou  fhould#  cut 
4t  me  off,  in  this  critical  and  important  Moment,  before  my 
"  Thoughts  grow  to  any  Ripenefs;  and  bla#  in  Eternal  Death, 
“  the  fir#  Buddings  and  Openings  of  it  in  my  Mind.  But  Oh 
“  [pare  me,  I  earneftly  intreat  Thee  ;  for  Thy  Mercies  fakef pare 
“  me,  a  little  longer  f  It  may  be,  through  Thy  Grace,  1  Jhall 
**  return.  It  may  be,  if  thou  continue#  Thy  Patience  towards 
“  me  a  while  longer,  there  may  be  feme  better  Fruit  produced 
“  by  this  Lumberer  of  Ground,  (n)  And  may  the  Remem - 
“  brance  of  that  long  Forbearance,  which  Thou  haft  already 
“  exercifed  towards  me,  prevent  my  continuing  to  trifle  with 
“  Thee,  and  with  my  own  Soul  !  From  this  Day,  Oh  Lord, 
“  from  this  Flour,  from  this  Moment,  may  I  be  able  to  date 
“  more  lafting  Impreffions  of  Religion,  than  have  ever  yet  been 
il  made  upon  my  Heart,  by  all  that  I  have  ever  read,  or  ail 
44  that  I  have  heard  !  Amend' 

(k)  Deut.  vi.  7.  (\J  Pfal.  lxxvii.  3.  (m J  Pfal.  cxix.  120. 

(n)  Luke  xiii.  7,  8. 
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Ch.  4^  The  Sinner  charged  with  Guilt ,  Sec.  2  f 


CHAP.  IV. 

The  Sinner  arraigned  and  convicted. 


Con^iSi ion  of  Guilt  neceff ary .  §.  I .  A  Charge  of  Rebellion  a- 

gain j  GOD  advanced.  §.2.  Where  it  is  Jhewn ,  (i.)  That 

all  Men  are  born  wider  GOD's  Law.  §.  3.  (2)  That  no 

Man  hath  -perfectly  kept  it.  §.  4.  An  Appeal  to  ihe  Reader's 
Confidence  on  this  Head,  than  he  hath  not.  §.  3.  (3)  float 

to  have  broken  it ,  is  an  Evil  inexprejjibly  great  :  §.6.  Il¬ 

lustrated  by  a  more  particular  View  of  the  Aggravations  of  this 
Guilt ,  arifing,  [1.]  From  Knowledge.  §.  7.  [2.]  From  Di¬ 
vine  Favours  received.  §.  8.  [3.]  From  Convictions  of  Con- 

jcience  overborne.  §.  9.  [4.]  From  the  Strivings  of  GO  DO 

Spirit  ref  fed.  §.  io.  [s .]  From  Vows  and  Refolutions  bro¬ 
ken.  §.  11.  The  Charge  jammed  up,  and  left  upon  the  Sinner's 
Confcitnce.  §.  12.  The  Sinner's  Conjejpon  under  a  general  Con - 
v  id  ion  of  Guilt . 

* 

§.  1.  A  S  I  am  attempting  to  lead  you  to  true  Religion, 
J  and  not  meerly  to  lome  iuperflcial  Form  of  it,  I 

am  fenfibie,  I  can  do  it  no  otherwife,  than  in  the  Way  of  deep 
Humiliation.  And  therefore,  fuppoflng  you  are  perfuaded,  thro’ 
the  Divine  Elefling  on  what  you  have  before  read,  to  take  it  into 
Consideration,  I  would  now  endeavour,  in  the  firft  Place,  with 
all  the  Serioufnefs  I  can,  to  make  you  heartily  fenfibie  of  your 
Guilt  before  God.  For  I  well  know,  that  unlefs  you  are 
convinced  of  this,  and  afredted  with  the  Convielion,  all  the  Pro- 
vifions  of  Gofpel  Grace  will  be  flighted,  and  your  Soul  infalli¬ 
bly  deflroy’d,  in  the  Midft  of  the  noblefi:  Means  appointed  for  its 
Recovery.  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  Thoufands  live  and  die 
in  a  Courie  cf  Sin,  without  feeling  upon  their  Hearts  any  Senfe 
that  they  are  Sinners;  though  they  cannot,  for  Shame,  but  own. 
it  in  Words.  And  therefore,  let  me  deal  faithfully  with  you, 
though  I  may  feem  to  deal  roughly  ;  for  Complaifance  is  not  to 

give  Law  to  Addrefles,  in  which  the  Life  of  your  Soul  is  con¬ 
cerned. 

§•  2-  Permit  me  therefore,  Oh  Sinner,  to  confider  myfelf 
at  this  Fime,  as  an  Advocate  for  GOD  ;  as  one  employed  in 

hig 


Matty  lnjlances  of  Tranfgrejfion. 


Ch.  4; 

felt  bdng  r&l,/ ” Trf  Charge  ?etVV,th  noth,nS 

Jgfr  of  Hg  d  Ei 

thy  VeTnf  iffh'v  S  am°ng  M“  ;  if  the  nob,eft  Biood  ™n  fa 
my  veins,  it  thy  oeat  were  amon?  Princes  and  rhin^  a 

would  t  Je,r°ff  S/  thl  Migh‘h  in  the  Land  °J  'the  Li-ving  j  (a )?t 

lytlzfi7’  thA‘ hor,dft  be  to,d’ and  to,d 

'*  ,  ka‘  the  fOTy  of  the  King  of  Kings,  and  by  the  Breach  of 
T  beCyme  °bfn,OX'OUS  t0  his  Righteous  Condemnation. 

natural  S„b,Zfr  ‘d,S  y°U’  that  >'eu  were  born  the 

„„  n7  U  Ta  of  God  ;  born  under  the  indifpenfable  Obligati- 

cfvorRabonV-,  v"  “  “  “°?  3pparent’  tha’  the  Conftitaftoa 

Law  ftom  kT’  Wh'Ch  makes  >  ou  eapable  of  receiving 
Caw  from  God,  binds  you  to  obey  it.  And  it  is  equally  evi- 

Sy  fir?*  d‘at  'y°UahaVe  n°C  eXafl'y  °beyed  *his  l  aw  ! 

y,  ^at  you  have  violated  it  in  many  aggravated  Inilances. 

*•  f-  WlLLy°u  dare  to  deny  this  ?  Will  you  dare  to  affert 

Y°Ur  lnndn°CenCr  l/peTmb!r’  “  muft  be  acomP,eat  Innocence  ; 

Yes  and  a  perfeft  R.ghtemrfnefs  too  ;  or  it  can  liand  you  in 

no  Head,  further  than  to  prove,  that,  though  a  condemned  Sin¬ 
ner,  you  are  not  quite  fo  criminal  asfome  others,  and  will  not 

rnrf,?Ult<t  f°  af*  3  P1?Ce’  in  He!l>  as  they-  And  when  this  is 
nfidered  will  you  plead  Not  Guilty  to  the  Charge  ?  Search 

the  Records  of  your  own  Confcience  ;  for  God  fearcheth  them  : 

,,  U  fenoufly,  “  Have  you  never  in  your  Lives  finned 
againft  God  ?  Solomon  declared,  that  in  his  Day,  there  <was 
not  a  JuJi  Man  upon  Earth,  that  did  good,  and  finned  not  ;  lb  ) 
And  the  ApoMe  Paul,  that  all  had  finned,  and  come  Jhort  if 
the  Glory  0/  GOD  ;  (c)  that  both  Jews  and  Gentile,  (which 
you  know,  comprehended  the  whole  Human  Race,)  wre  all 
under  Stn  (d)  And  can  you  pretend  any  imaginable  Reafon,  to 
believe  the  World  is  grown  lo  much  better  fmee  their  Days, 
that  any  mould  now  plead  their  own  Cafe  as  an  Exception  ?  Or 
will  you,  however,  prefume  to  arife,  in  the  Face  of  the  Omni- 
fcierit  Majefty  of  Heaven,  and  fay,  lam  the  Man  ? 

§  5.  Supposing,  as  before,  you  have  been  free  from  thofe 
grois  Ads  of  Immorality,  which  are  fo  pernicious  to  Society 
that  they  have  generally  been  punifliable  by  Human  Laws  ; 
can  you  pretend,  that  you  have  not,  in  fmaller  Inflances,  viola¬ 
ted  the  Rules  of  Piety,  of  Temperance,  and  of  Charity  ?  Is 
there  any  one  Perfon,  who  has  intimately  known  you,  that 

(a)  Ezek.  XXXH.  27.  (b J  Ecclcf.  vii.  zo.  fc)  R0m.  iin 
^3.  (dj  Rom.  iii.  9, 


Ch*  4; 


The  great  Evil  of  offending  GOD . 


would  not  be  able  to  teftify,  you  had  faid,  or  done  fomething 
amifs  ?  Or  if  others  could  riot  convidl  you,  would  not  your  own 
Heart  do  it  ?  Does  it  not  prove  you  guilty  of  Pride,  of  Paflion, 
of  Senfuality  ;  of  an  exceffive  Fondnefs  for  the  World,  and  its 
Enjoyments;  of  mourning,  or  at  lean  of  fecretly  repining,  againft 
God,  under  the  Strokes  of  his  afHidive  Providence;  of  mif- 
pending  a  great  deal  of  your  Time  ;  of  abufing  the  Gifts  of 
God’s  Bounty,  to  vain,  if  not  (in  fome  Inftances)  to  pernicious 
Purpofes  ,•  of  mocking  him,  when  you  have  pretended  to  en¬ 
gage  in  his  Worfhip,  drawing  near  to  him  with  your  Mouth  and 
your  Lips ,  while  your  Heart  has  been  far  from  him  P(e)  *Does  not 
Confcience  condemn  you  of  fome  one  Breach  of  the  Law  at 
lead  ?  And  by  one  Breach  of  it  you  are  in  a  Senfe,  a  Scriptural 
Senfe,  becotne  guilty  of  all  ;  (f)  and  are  as  incapable  of  being 
juftified  before  God  by  any  Obedience  of  your  own,  as  if  you 
had  committed  Ten  Thoufand  Offences.  But,  in  Reality,  there 
are  Ten  Thoufand,  and  more,  chargeable  to  your  Account. 
When  you  come  to  refled  on  all  your  Sins  of  Negligence,  as 
well  as  on  thofe  of  Commiffion  ;  on  all  the  Inftances,  in  which 
you  have  failed  to  do  Goody  when  it  was  in  the  Power  of  your 
Hand  to  do  it ;  (g)  on  all  the  Inftances,  in  which  Ads  of  Devo¬ 
tion  have  been  omitted,  efpecially  in  Secret ;  and  on  all  thofe 
Cafes,  in  which  you  have  fhewn  a  ftupid  Disregard  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  God,  and  to  the  Temporal  and  Eternal  Happinefs  of 
your  Fellow-Creatures :  When  all  thefe,  I  fay,  are  reviewed, 
the  Number  will  fwell  beyond  all  Poffibility  of  Account,  and 
force  you  to  cry  out,  Mine  Iniquities  are  more  than  the  Hairs  of 
my  Head .  (h)  They  will  appear  in  fuch  a  Light  before  you, 

that  your  own  Heart  will  charge  you  with  countlefs  Multi¬ 
tudes  ;  and  how  much  more  then  that  GOD,  who  is  greater  than 
your  Pie  arty  and  knoweth  all  Things  f  (i) 

§.  6.  And  fay,  Sinner,  Is  it  a  little  Thing ,  that  you  have 
prefumed  to  Let  light  by  the  Authority  of  the  God  of  Heaven, 
and  to  violate  bis  Law,  if  it  had  been  by  meer  Careleffnefs  and 
Inattention  ?  How  much  more  heinous,  therefore,  is  the  Guilt, 
when  in  fo  many  Inftances  you  have  done  it  knowingly,  and 
wilfully  ?  Give  me  Leave  ferioufly  to  afk  you,  and  let  me  in¬ 
treat  you  to  a£;  your  own  Soul,  Againft  whom  ha fl  thou  magnified 
thyfelf  ?  A  gain  ft  whom  haft  thou  exalted  thy  Voice ,  (k)  or  lifted 
up  thy  rebellious  Hand  ?  On  whofe  Law,  Oh  Sinner,  haft  thou 
prefumed  to  trample  ?  and  whofe  Friendftiip,  and  whofe  Enmity, 

baft 

(e)  Ifai.  xxix.  13,  (f)  Jam.  ii.  10.  (g)  Prov.  iii.  27. 

(h)  Pfal.  xl.  12.  (i)  1  John  iii.  20.  (k(  2  Kings  xix,  22. 
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haft  thou  thereby  dared  to  affront  ?  Is  it  a  Manlike  thvfelf  iff 
thou  haft  lnfulted  ?  Is  it  only  a  Temporal  Monarch  >  Only  oni 

y.h°  Can ¥l  thyB°fl fnd ,hcn hath  ™  that  he  can  do  ?  (li^ISTai 

-inner,  thou  wouldft not  have  dared  to  treat  a  Temporal  Princ 

as  thou  haft  treated  the  King  Eternal,  Immortal,  andL.fible  Z 
.  “U|d  have  hired  thee,  ,0  deal  by  the  Majeify  0f  a 

Earthly  Sovereign,  as  thou  haft  dealt  by  that  GOD,  befor 
Whom  the  Cherub, m  and  Seraphim  are  continually  bowing  Nc 

one  oppofing  or  complaining,  difputing  or  murmuring  Word 

iisawrrg  M^e  ,Celelll,al  Lesi0ns’  When  the  InLations  0 

ed  Mai  ?U  C/  ‘°  And  art  thm’  °h  wretch 

0  im  ™  artrth°\  th3t  th0U  ftouldft  °PP°fe  Him  ?  Tha 
thou  fnouldft  oppofe  and  provoke  *  GOD  of  infinite  Power  an, 

I  error,  who  needs  but  exert  one  fingle  Afl  of  his  Sovereigi 
ill,  and  thou  art  in  a  Moment  ftripped  of  every  PoiTeffion° 
cut  off  from  every  Hope  ;  deltroyed  and  rooted  up  from  Ex 
lftence,  if  that  were  his  Pleafure  ;  or,  what  is  inconceivabb 
worfe  configned  oyer  to  the  fevereft  and  moft  lading  Agonies  ' 
let,  This  is  the  God,  whom  thou  haft  offended  ;  whom  thot 
halt  aitronted  to  his  Face,  prefuming  to  violate  his  exprefs  Law 
in  his  very  Prefence  :  This  is  the  God,  before  whom  thoc 
ftandeft  as  'a  convifled  Criminal  ;  convicted,  not  of  One  01 
Two  particular  Offences,  but  of  Thoufandsand  Ten  Thoulands  • 
ef  a  Courie  and  Series  of  Rebellions  and  Provocations,  in  which 
thou  haft  perfifted,  more  or  leis,  ever  fmce  thou  waft  born  ;  and 
the  Particulars  of  which  have  been  attended,  with  almoft  every 
conceivable  Circumftance  of  Aggravation.  Reflect  on  Particu¬ 
lars  ;  and  deny  the  Charge,  if  you  can. 

^  7  be  an  Aggravation  of  Guilt ,  thy  Guilt, 

Oh^Sinner,  is  greatly  aggravated  !  For  thou  waft  born  in  Emma- 
m<eFs  Land,  and  God  hath  written  to  thee  the  % reat  Things  of 
His  Law,  yet  thou  haft  accounted  them  as  a  ft  range  Thin g.  (n) 
Thou  haft  known  to  do  Goodt  and  haft  not  done  it ;  (o)  and  there¬ 
fore  to  thee  the  Oiniftion  of  it  has  been  Sin  indeed.  Haft  thou 
vet  known  ?  Haft  thou  not  heard  ?  (p)  Waft  thou  not  early 
taught  the  Will  of  God,  in  thine  Infant  Years  ?  Haft  thou  not 
fince  received  repeated  Leftons,  by  which  it  has  been  inculcated 
again  and  again,  in  publick,  and  in  private,  by  preaching  and 
reading  the  Word  of  God  ?  Nay,  hath  not  thy  Duty  been,  in 
iome  lnftances,  fo  plain,  that  even  without  any  Inftrudion  at 

alL 


(I)  Luke  xii.  4.  (m)  i  Tim.  i.  1 7.  ^n)  Hof.  viii.  12. 

(0)  Jam.  iv.  17.  (p)  Jfai.  xl.  28. 
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its  commited  againft  Light  and  Mercyl  'j  t 

all,  thine  own  Reafon  might  eafily  have  inferred  it  ?  And  haft 
thou  not  alfo  been  warned  of  the  Confequences  of  Difobedience  ? 
Hail  thou  not  known  the  righteous  Judgment  of  GOD ,  that  they 
who  commit  fuch  Things  are  worthy  of  Death  ?  (q)  Yet  thou 
hall,  perhaps,  not  only  done  the  fame ,  hut  hafl  taken  Pleafure  in 
thofe  that  do  the?n  ;  haft  chofen  them  for  thy  moil  intimate 
Friends  and  Companions ;  fo  as  thereby  to  Jirengthen ,  by  the 
Force  of  Example  and  Converfe,  the  Hands  of  each  other  in  your 
Iniquities. 

$.  8.  Nay  more.  If  Divine  Love  and  Mercy  be  any  Aggra¬ 
vation  of  the  Sins  committed  againft  it,  thy  Crimes,  Oh  Sinner, 
are  heinoufty  aggravated.  Mult  thou  not  acknowledge  it.  Oh 
foolifh  Creature ,  and  unwife  ?  Haft  thou  not  been  nourifhed  and 
brought  up  by  him  as  his  Child,  and  yet  haft  rebelled  againft  him  ? 
(r)  Did  not  God  take  you  out  of  the  Womb  ?  (s)  Did  he  not 
watch  over  you  in  your  Infant  Days,  and  guard  you  from  a 
Multitude  of  Dangers,  which  the  moll  careful  Parent  or  Nurfe 
could  not  have  obferved,  or  warded  off  ?  Flas  he  not  given  you 
your  Rational  Powers  ?  and  is  it  not  by  Him  you  have  been 
favour’d  with  every  Opportunity  of  improving  them  ?  Has  he 
not  every  Day  fupplied  your  Wants,  with  an  unwearied  Liber¬ 
ality  ;  and  added,  with  Refpedt  to  many,  who  will  read  this, 
the  Delicacies  of  Life,  to  its  neceffary  Supports  ?  Has  he  not 
heard  your  Cry  when  Trouble  came  upon  you  ;  (t)  and  frequently 
appeared  for  your  Deliverance,  when  In  the  Diftreffes  of  Na¬ 
ture  you  have  called  upon  him  for  Help  ?  Has  he  not  refeued 
you  from  Ruin,  when  it  feemed  juft  ready  to  fwallow  you  up  ; 
and  healed  your  Difeafes,  when  it  feemed  to  all  about  you,  that 
the  Reft  due  of  your  Days  was  cut  off  in  the  Midft  ?  (u)  Or  if  it 
have  not  been  lo,  is  not  this  long  continued  and  uninterrupted 
Health,  which  you  have  enjoyed  for  fo  many  Years,  to  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  an  equivalent  Obligation  ?  Look  round  upon  all 
your  Poffeffions,  and  fay,  What  one  Thing  have  you  in  the 
World,  which  his  Goodnefs  did  not  give  you,  and  which  it  hath 
not  thus  far  preferved  to  you  ?  Add  to  all  this,  the  kind  Notices 
of  his  Will  which  he  hath  fent  you  ;  the  tender  Expoftulations 
which  he  hath  ufed  with  you,  to  bring  you  to  a  wifer  and  a  bet¬ 
ter  Temper  ;  and  the  Dilcoveries  and  gracious  Invitations  of  his 
Gofpel,  which  you  have  heard,  and  which  you  have  defpifed  : 
And  then  fay,  whetner  your  Rebellion  has  not  been  aggravated 

by  the  vileft  Ingratitude,  and  whether  that  Aggravation  can  be 
accounted  fmall  ?  §0 

fqj  Rom.  i.  32.  frj  Ifai.  i.  2.  ($ )  Pfal.  xxii.  q. 

ft)  Job  xxvii,  9.  (uj  Pfal.  cii.  24,  Ifai.  xxxviii.  10. 
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3*  Tke  Sinner  ails  againft  Us  ConfcieU"]  Cfi.  4? 

t  rAI If  K  ^  3ny  ^ggraevation  of  Sin  to  be  commit* 
Cd  againft  Confcience, thy  Crimes,  Oh  Sinner  have  been  To  ag- 

gravated.  Confult  the  Records  of  it  ;  and  then  depute  the 

l  af/’  lf///°Urn‘-  ^  a  SpHt  in  MaH>  *nd  the  b/piratio* 

of  the  Almighty  giveth  him  Undemanding  ;  (w)  and  that  Un¬ 
demanding  will  aft,  and  a  fecret  Conviction  of  being  accounta¬ 
ble  to  its  Maker  and  Preferver,  is  infeparable  from  the  Adtinv* 
of  it.  It  is  eafy  to  objettto  Human  Remonftrances,  and  to  give 
Things  falie  Colourings  before  Men  :  But  the  Heart  often  con¬ 
demns,  while  the  Tongue  excufes.  Have  you  not  often  found 
it  fo  ?  Has  not  Confcience  rempnftrated  againft  your  paft  Con- 
dua,  and  have  not  thefe  Remonftrances  been  very  painful  too  t 
I  have  been  allured  by  a  Gentleman  of  undoubted  Credit,  that 
when  he  was  in  the  Purfuit  of  all  the  gayeft  Senfualities  of  Life, 
and  was  reckoned  one  of  the  happieft  of  Mankind,  he  has  feert 
“  Deg  come  into  the  Room  where  he  Was  among  his  merry 
Companions,  and  has  groaned  inwardly,  and  faid,  “  Oh  that 

vi  *  ■"  And  haft  thou,  Sinner,  felt  nothing 

like  this  ?  Has  thy  Confcience  been  fo  ftupifted ,  fo  feared  with  a 

hot  Iron ,  (x)  that  it  has  never  cried  out  of  any  of  the  Violences 
which  have  been  done  it  ?  Has  it  never  warned  thee  of  the  fa¬ 
tal  Consequences  of  what  tnou  haft  done  in  Oppofkion  to  it  •* 
Thefe  Warnings  are,  in  Effeft,  the  Voice  of  GOD  ;  they  are 
the  Admonitions  which  he  gave  thee  by  his  Vicegerent  in  thy 
Breaft.  And  when  his  Sentence  for  thy  Evil  IVorks  is  executed 
upon  thee  in  everlafting  Death,  thou  fbalt  hear  that  Voice 
fpeaking  to  thee  again,  in  a  louder  Tone,  and  a  feverer  Accent 
than  before:  And  thou  fhall  be  tormented  with  its  Upbraidings 

through  Eternity,  becaufe  thou  wouldft  noty  in  Time,  hearken  to 

its  Admonitions . 

10.  Let  me  add  further.  If  it  be  any  Aggravation ,  that 
Sin  has  been  committed  after  GOD  has  been  moving  by  his  Spirit 
on  the  Mind,  furely  your  Sin  has  been  attended  with  that  Ag¬ 
gravation  too.  Under  the  JAofaic  Difpenlaticn ,  dark  and  imper- 
fe<ft  as  it  was,  the  Spirit  ft  rove  with  the  Jews  ;  elfe  Stephen 
could  not  have  charged  it  upon  them,  that,  through  all  their  Ge¬ 
nerations,  they  had  always  reft  fed  him.  (y)  Now  furely  we  may 
much  more  reafonably  apprehend,  that  he  ftrives  with  Sinner* 
under  theLjofpel.  And  have  yoa  never  experienced  any  Thing 
oi  this  Kind,  even  when  there  has  been  no  external  Circumftancef 
to  awaken  you,  nor  any  pious  Teacher  near  you  ?  Have  you 
never  perceived  fome  fecret  Impulfe  upon  your  Mind,  leading 

you 

(W;  Job.  xxxlu  8.  (x)  I  Tim.  iv.  2.  (y)  Afts  vii.  51, 
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and  refijls  the  Strivings  of  the  Spirit. 


you  to  think  of  Religion,  urging  you  to  an  immediate  Confide* 
ration  of  it,  fvveetly  inviting  you  to  make  Trial  of  it,  and  warn¬ 
ing  you  that  you  would  lament  this  ftupid  Negledl  ?  Oh  Sniner, 
why  were  not  thefe  happy  Motions  attended  to  ?  Why  did  you 
not,  as  it  were,  fpread  out  all  the  Sails  of  your  Soul,  to  catch 
that  heavenly,  that  favourable  Breeze  ?  But  you  have  carelefly 
negle&ed  it :  You  have  overborne  thefe  kind  Influences  :  How 
reafonably  then  might  the  Sentence  have  gone  forth  in  righteous 
Difpleafure,  My  Spirit  Jhall  no  more  jlrive  ?  (z)  And  indeed, 
who  can  fay,  that  it  is  not  already  gone  forth  ?  If  you  feel  no 
fecret  Agitation  of  Mind,  no  Remorfe,  no  Awakening,  while 
you  read  fuch  a  Remonftrance  as  this,  there  will  be  Room,  great 
Room  to  fufpeft  it. 

§.  11.  There  is  indeed  one  Aggravation  more ,  which  may 
not  attend  your  Guilt  ;  I  mean,  that  of  being  committed  againft 
folemn  Covenant- Engagements  :  A  Circumftance,  which  has  lain 
heavy  on  the  Confciences  of  many,  who,  perhaps,  in  the  main 
Series  of  their  Lives,  have  ferved  God  with  great  Integrity, 
But  let  me  call  you  to  think,  To  v:hat  is  this  ovuing  ?  Is  it  not, 
that  you  have  never  perfonally  made  any  folemn  Profeflion  of 
devoting  yourfelf  to  God  at  all  ?  have  never  done  any  Thing, 
which  has  appeared  to  your  own  Apprehenfion  an  A&ion  by 
which  you  made  a  Covenant  with  Him  ;  though  you  have  heard 
fo  much  of  His  Covenant,  though  you  have  been  fo  folemnly 
and  fo  tenderly  invited  into  it  ?  And  in  this  View,  how  mon- 
flrous  mull  this  Circumftance  appear,  which  at  firft  was  menti¬ 
oned  as  fome  Alleviation  of  Guilt  ?  Yet  I  mull  add,  that  you 
are  not,  perhaps,  altogether  fo  free  from  Guilt  on  this  Head,  as 
you  may  at  firft  imagine.  I  will  not  infift  on  the  Covenant, 
which  your  Parents  made  in  your  Name,  when  they  devoted  you 
to  God  in  Baptifm  ;  though  it  is  really  a  weighty  Matter,  and 
by  calling  yourfelf  a  Chrijiian  you  have  profefled  to  own  and 
avow  what  they  then  did.  But  I  would  remind  you,  of  what 
may  have  been  more  perfonal  and  exprefs.  Has  your  Heart 
been,  even  from  your  Youth,  hardened  to  fo  uncommon  a  De¬ 
cree,  that  you  have  never  cried  to  God  in  any  Seafon  of  Dan¬ 
ger  and  Difficulty  ?  And  did  you  never  mingle  Vovcs  with  thofe 
Cries  ?  Did  you  never  promife,  that  if  God  would  hear  and  help 
you  in  that  Hour  of  Extremity,  you  would  forfake  your  Sins, 
and  ferve  him  as  long  as  you  lived  ?  He  heard  and  helped  you, 
or  you  had  not  been  reading  thefe  Lines  ;  and,  by  fuch  Deli¬ 
verance,  did  as  it  were,  bind  down  your  Vows  upon  you  ;  and 

X)  therefoi® 

( 2)  Gen.  yi,  3, 
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therefore  your  Guilt  in  the  Violation  of  them  remains  before 
Him,  though  you  are  ftupid  enough  to  forget  them.  Nothing 
is  forgotten,  nothing  is  overlooked  by  Him  ;  and  the  Day  will 
come,  when  the  Record  fhall  be  laid  before  you  too. 

§.  12.  And  now,  Oh  Sinner,  think  ferioufly  with  thyfelf; 
*3 vhat  Defence  thou  wilt  make  to  all  this !  Prepare  thine  Apo¬ 
logy  ;  call  thy  Witnefles ;  make  thine  Appeal,  from  Him  whom 
thou  haft  thus  offended,  to  fome  fuperior  Judge,  if  fuch  there 
be.  Alas,  thofe  Apologies  are  fo  weak  and  vain,  that  one  of 
thy  Fellow- Worms  may  eafily  deteX  and  confound  them  ;  as  I 
will  endeavour  prefently  to  fhew  thee.  But  thy  foreboding 
Confcience  already  knows  the  Ifiue.  Thou  art  confided ;  con- 
vifted  of  the  moft  aggravated  Offences.  Thou  haft  not  hum¬ 
bled  thine  Heart ,  but  lifted  up  thyfelf  againft  the  LORD  of 
Heaven ;  (a)  and  thy  Sentence  fhall  come  forth  from  his  Prefence  .(b) 
Thou  haft  violated  his  known  Law  ;  thou  haft  defpifed  and  abufed 
bis  numberlefs  Mercies  ;  thou  haft  affronted  Conjcience ,  his  Vice¬ 
gerent  in  thy  Soul ;  thou  haft  reftfted  and  grieved  the  Spirit ;  thou 
baft  trifled  with  hi?n  in  all  thy  pretended  Submiflion  ;  and  in  one 
Word, and  that  his  own ,thou  haft  dcneEvil things  as  thou  couldft .(c) 
Thoufands  are,  no  doubt,  already  in  Hell,  whole  Guilt  never 
equalled  thine;  and  ’tis aftonifhing,  that  God  has  fpared  thee  to 
read  this  Reprefentation  of  the  Cafe,  or  to  make  any  Paufe  upon 
it.  Oh,  wafte  notfo  precious  a  Moment,  but  enter,  as  attentively, 
and  as  humbly  as  thou  canft,  into  thofe  Reflexions,  which  fuit  a 
Cafe  fo  lamentable,  and  fo  terrible  as  thine  ! 

*lhe  Confession  of  a  Sinner ,  convinced  in  general  of  his  Guilt . 

**  H  Goof  Thou  injured  Sovereign,  Thou  all- penetrating 
*e  V-/  and  almighty  Judge  /  What  fhall  I  fay  to  this  Charge? 
“  Shall  1  pretend,  I  am  wronged  by  it,  and  ftand  on  the  Dc- 
6i  fence  in  Thy  Prefence  ?  I  dare  not  do  it  ;  for  Lhouknoweft 
et  my  Foolifhnefs ,  and  none  of  my  Sins  are  hid  from  Thee.  ( <\) 
et  My  Confcience  tells  me,  that  a  Denial  of  my  Crimes  would 
6t  only  increafe  them,  and  add  new  Fuel  to  the  Fire  of  Thy  de- 
et  ferved  Wrath.  If  1 jufiify  my  [elf  >  mine  own  Mouth  will  con - 
6e  demn  ?ne  5  if  1  fay ,  lam  pcrfe£iy  it  will  alfo  prove  me  perverfe. 

66  (e)  For  innumerable  Evils  have  compaffed  me  about  :  Mine 
6s  Iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  1  am  not  able  to 
Cff  look  up  :  ‘ They  are ,  as  I  have  been  told  in  Thy  Name,  more 

“  than 

(n)  Dan.  v.  22,  23.  (b)  Pfal.  xvii,  2.  (c)  Jer.  iii.  5. 

(d)  Pfal.  to.  5.  (e)  Job,  ix .  20. 
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*'  than  the  Hairs  of  my  Head ;  and  therefore  ?ny  Heart  faileth 
“  me.  (f)  I  am  more  guilty,  than  it  is  pofiiblc  for  another  to 
6<  declare  or  reprefent.  My  Heart  fpeaks  more ,  than  any  other 
“  Accufer.  And  Thou,  Oh  LORD ,  art  much  greater  than  my 
S(  Heart ,  and  knoweft  all  Things,  (g) 

“  What  has  my  Life  been,  but  aCourfe  of  Rebellion  hgainft 
4i  Thee  ?  It  is  not  this,  or  that  particular  A&ion  alone,  I  have 
s<  to  lament.  Nothing  has  been  right,  in  its  Principles*  and 
“  Views,  and  Ends.  My  whole  Soul  has  been  difordered.  All 
<(  my  Thoughts,  my  Afie&ions,  my  Defires,  my  Purfuits,  have 
“  been  wretchedly  alienated  from  Thee.  1  have  adled,  as  if  I 
“  bad  hated  Thee,  who  art  infinitely  the  lovelieft  of  all  Beings  ; 
“  as  if  I  had  been  contriving,  how  I  might  tempt  Thee  to  the 
uttermoft,  and  weary  out  Thy  Patience,  marvellous  as  it  is. 
My  Actions  have  been  Evil  ;  my  Words  yet  more  Evil  than 
they  ;  and,  Oh  Bltfied  God,  my  Heart ,  how  much  mor^ 
“  corrupt  than  either  !  What  an  inexhaufted  Fountain  of  Sin  has 
there  been  in  it  ?  A  Fountain  of  Original  Corruption^  which 
‘  mingled  its  bitter  Streams  with  the  Days  of  early  Childhood  ; 
^  and  which,  alas,  flows  on  even  t®  this  Day*  beyond  what 
“  Adiottf,  or  Words  could  exprefs.  I  fee  this  to  have  been 
^  the  Cafe,  with  Regard  to  what  I  can  particularly  ftirvey. 

But  On,  how  many  Months,  and  Ye^rs,  have  I  forgotten  ? 
gi  concerning  which  I  only  know  this,  in  the  general,  that  they 
g(  are  much  likethofe  I  can  remember ;  except  it  be,  that  I  have 
g(  been  growing  worfe  and  wbrfe>  and  provoking  Thy  Patience 
g(  more  and  more,  though  every  new  Exercde  of  it  was  more 
“  and  more  wonderful. 
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And  how  am  I  aftonifhed,  that  Thy  Forbearance  is  Hill 
continued  !  It  is,  becaufe  Thou  art  GOD ,  and  not  Man.  (h) 
Had  I5  a  finful  Worm,  been  thus  injured,  I  could  not  have 
endured  it.  Had  I  been  a  Prince,  I  had  long  fmc6  done 
juftice  on  any  Rebel,  whofe  Crimes  had  borne  but  a  diflant 
Refemblance  to  mine.  Had  I  been  a  Parent,  I  had  long  fince 
call  off  the  ungrateful  Child,  who  had  made  me  fuch  a  Re- 
turn,as  I  have  all  my  Life  long  been  making  to  Thee,  Oh 
1  hou  Father  of  my  Spirit  f  The  flame  of  natural  AfFedlioti 
would  have  been  extinguifhed  ;  and  his  Sight,  and  his  very 
Name,  would  have  become  hateful  to  me.  Why  then,  Oh 
LORD ,  am  1  not  caf  out  from  thy  Prefence  ?  (i)  Why  am 
I  not  fealed  up  under  an  irreverfible  Sentence  of  X)efiru£lion  1 

D  2  «s  Th;  t 

(f)  Pfal.  xl.  1  z.  foj  1  John  iii.  20,  (h)  Hof.  xi.  9: 

(1}  Jer.  iii.  5, 
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*The  S inner  f ripped  of  his  Fleas .  g* 

“  That  I  live,  I  owe  to  Thine  Indulgence.  But  Oh,  if  there 
“  be  yet  aT}y  Way  of  Deliverance,  if  there  be  yet  any  Hope 
*(  for  fo  guilty  a  Creature,  may  it  be  opened  upon  me  by  Thy 
“  Gofpel,  and  Thy  Grace  ?  And  if  any  farther  Alarm,  Hu¬ 
miliation,  and  *1  error,  be  necellary  to  my  Security  and  Sal- 
“  vation,  may  I  meet  them,  and  bear  them  all  !  Wound  mine 
Heart,  Oh  Lord,  fo  that  thou  wilt  but  afterwards  heal  it  ; 

“  and  hrake  in  Pieces 9  if  thou  wilt  but  at  length  condefcend 
«  to  bind  it  up  r  6 

CHAP.  V. 

The  Sinner  dripped  of  his  vain  Pleas. 

\  .  .  ; 

¥he  Vanity  of  thofe  Pleas9  which  Sinners  may  fecretly  eonfde  in,  fo 
apparent ,  that  they  will  be  afamed  at  laf  to  mention  them 
before  GOD %  §.  I,  2.  Such  as,  (1.)  7 hat  they  defended 

from  pious  Parents.  §.  3.  [2.]  7 hat  they  had  attended  to  the 

fpeculative  Part  of  Religion.  §.  4.  [3.]  That  they  had  en¬ 
tertained  found  Notions.  §.  5.  [4.]  That  they  had  expreffed 

a  zealous  Regard  to  Religion ,  and  attended  the  outward  Forms 
of  W orjhip  with  thoje  they  apprehended  the  pure  ft  Churches . 
S'  6.  ?.  [5  0  Phat  they  had  been  free  from  grofs  Immoralities . 

8.  [6.]  That  they  did  not  think  the  Confequence  of  neglect¬ 
ing  Religion  would  have  been  fo  fatal .  §.  9.  [7.]  That  they 

could  not  do  other  wife  than  they  did.  §.  10.  Ccnclufion.  §.  1 1. 
with  the  Fieditation  oj  a  convinced  Sinner ,  giving  up  his  vain 
Pleas  before  GOD . 

§•  *•  ]yp  lad  Difcourfe  left  the  Sinner  in  a  very  alarm - 
jLviL  ing»  and.a  very  pitiable  Circumdance  ;a  Criminal 
convicted  at  the  Bar  of  G@d,  difarmed  of  all  Pretences  to  perfedl 
Innocence  and  finlefs  Obedience,  and  confequently  obnoxious  to 
the  Sentence  of  a  Holy  Law,  which  can  make  no  Allowance 
for  any  Tranfgredion,  no,  not  for  the  lead  ;  but  pronounces 
Death,  and  a  Curfe,  againd  every  A<d  of  Difobedience  :  How 
much  more  then  againd  thofe  numberlefs  and  aggravated  A£ls 
of  Rebellion,  of  which,  Oh  Sinner,  thy  Confcience  hath  condem¬ 
n'd  thee  before  God  ?  I  would  hope,  fomeof  my  Readers  will 

ingenuoudy 
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Ch.  5.  The  Plea  of  a  Defcent  from  pious  Parents,  he. 

ingenuoufly  fall  under  the  Convi&ion,  and  not  think  of 
making  any  Apology  :  For  fure  I  am,  that  humbly  to  plead 
Guilty  at  the  Divine  Bar,  is  the  mod  decent,  and  all  "Filings 
confidered,  the  mod  prudent  Thing  that  can  be  done  in  fuch  art 
unhappy  Circumdance.  Yet  I  know  the  Treachery,  and  the 
Self-flattery,  of  a  fmful  and  corrupted  Heart.  I  know  what 
Excufes  it  makes,  and  how,  when  it  is  driven  from  one  Refuge, 
it  flies  to  another,  to  fortify  itfelf  againfl  full  Convidlion,  and 
to  perfwade,  not  merely  another,  but  itfelf,  “  That  if  it  has 
“  been  in  fome  Indances  to  blame,  it  is  not  quite  fo  criminal 
€i  as  was  reprefented  :  That  there  are  at  lead  Confiderations 
“  that  plead  in  its  Favour,  which  if  they  cannot  juflify,  will  in 
«  fome  Degree  excufe.”  A  fecret  Referve  of  this  Kind,  fome- 
times  perhaps  fcarce  formed  into  adiflinft  Reflexion,  breaks  the 
Force  of  Convi&ion,  and  often  prevents  that  deep  Humiliation 
before  God,  which  is  the  happied  Token  of  approaching  Deli¬ 
verance.  I  will  therefore  examine  into  fome  of  thefe  Particu¬ 
lars  5  and  for  that  Purpofe  would  ferioufly  afk  thee,  Oh  Sinner, 
What  thou  had  to  offer  in  Arreft  of  fudgment  ?  What  Plea. 
thou  cand  urge  for  thy  felf,  why  the  Sentence  of  GOD  fhould 
not  go  forth  againft  thee ,  and  wiiy  thou  fhouldd  not  fall  jnto  the 
Hands  of  his  Juftice  ? 

2.  But  this  I  mud  premife,  that  the  Quedion  is  not. 
How  thou  wouldd  anfwer  to  me,  a  weak  {inful  Worm  likcthy- 
felf,  who  am  (hortly  to  dand  with  thee  at  the  fame  Bar  :  (The 
LORD  grant ,  that  I  may  find  Mercy  cf  the  Lord  in  that  Day[_ a]!  ) 
But,  what  thou  wilt  reply  to  thy  Judge  ?  What  couldd  thou 
plead,  if  thou  wad  now  actually  before  his  Tribunal  ;  where,  to 
multiply  vain  Words,  and  to  frame  idle  Apologies,  would  be 
but  to  increafe  thy  Guilt  and  Provocation  ?  Surely  the  very 
Thought  of  His  Prefence  mud  fuperfede  a  Thoufand  bf  thofe 
trifling  Excufes,  which  now  fometimes  impofe  on  a  Generation 
that  are  pure  in  their  ooxn  Eyes ,  though  they  are  not*wafroed  fnm 
their  Filthinefs  ;  [b]  or,  while  they  are  confcious  of  their  own 
Impurities,  truft  in  Words  that  cannot  profit,  [c]  and  lean  upon 
broken  Reeds,  [dj 

3.  You  will  not,  to  be  fure,  in  fuch  a  Circumflance,  plead, 
“  that  you  are  defended  from  pious  Parents That  was  indeed 
your  Priviledge  ;  and  Woe  be  to  you,  that  you  have  abufed  it, 
and  forfaken  the  GOD  of  your  Fathers,  [e]  lflomael  was  imme¬ 
diately  defeended  from  Abraham,  the  Friend  of  GOD  ;  and 

D  3  Bfa# 

[a]  2  Tim.  i.  18.  [bj  Prov.  xxx.  12.  [q]  Jer.  vii.  8. 

£dj  Ifai,  xxxvi.  6.  [ej  2  Caron,  vii.  22. 


S«  h  is  vain,  to  plead  a  Zeal  fir  Forms,  Ch.  c. 

rnifc-'v*?*  ol"  Vaac,  "'ho  was  born  according  to  the  Pro¬ 
to  whir1  Ct  iy°U  know’  the7  were  both  cut  off  from  the  Bleffine 
Claim  yP  apPrehendLed  they  bad  a  Kind  of  hereS 

of  one,  who  17ca72^’  J  7  L°rf°eS  n0t0n,y  fPeak 

Flames  ■  m  h ,r  !  a,, am  Father,  who  was  tormented  in 

the  Kinade  ah  ?ptPy  declares>  that  man;  of  the  Children  of 

the  ml  d  di  P  ** 7  °f  l>  J  3nd  whe»  ' others  come  from 

their*  Comr  d°Wn  013,1  be  diftinguift'ed  from 

tt  l  ZP*TVn  M'7y’  0nly  by  Iouder  Accent  of  Lamen. 
/T  and  more  farm.  Gnafhing  of  the  Teeth,  [g] 

“  exetcifed°vnT  VrU  7"  Pre!ljnle  t0  P!ead>  “  that  you  had 
..  7c„  ■"  F  boughts  about  the /peculate  Parts  of  Reli- 

Ccmdemn’tion  "  o  what  Jindcan  'his  ferve,  but  to  incieafe  your 

have  confmriip  ,t  *nCe  y7  bave  broken  God’s  Law,  fince  you 

of  Region  dr  Kd  'he  mSft  °bvi0US  and  aPParent  Obligations 

CirSil  t’haVe  enqU,rcd  int0  k>  aud  argued  uP°n  is  * 
did  vn  77  tIlat,.Proves  yotir  Guilt  more  audacious.  What  ? 

and^rhe  .ln,iBe  'S100  was  merely  an  Exercife  of  Men’s  Wit, 

ifos  l  P  emMt  °/  their  Curio%  ?  ]f  y°u  argued  about 
and  inn  ,^.rinciP  £s  °f  common  Senfe,  you  mull  have  judged 
mid  proved  ,t  to  be  a  praftica!  Thing  ;  and  if  it  was  fo.  why 

did  not  you  prafhfe  accordingly  ?  You  knew  the  particular 
Lranches^of  ,t  ;  and  why  then  did  you  not  attend  to  every  one 
to  l  o  have  pleaded  an  unavoidable  Ignorance,  would 
■xf '* e  een  1  le  bappieil  Plea  that  could  have  remained  for  you  : 

I  VrT’  tb°ugh  faulty  Ignorance,  would  have  beenfome 

,  e  7ay  °‘  y0Ur  Gullf’  But  if>  by  your  own  Confeffion,  you 
'  ilave  kn;^your  Mafter's  Will,  and  have  not  done  it,  you  bear 

.  Uriels  agamft  yourfelf,  that  youdeferveto  he  beaten  with  many 
&  tripes,  [h]  ,  J 

<(  f  yet  again,  will  it  fuffice  to  fay,  “  that  you  have 

„  »rn!>kt„Not“ns>  both  of  the  Dotfrines,  and  the  Precepts  of 
Religion.  Your  Advantage  for  pradlijing  it  was  therefore 
e  £rea^er  -  But  underhand ing,  and  adding  right,  can  never  go 
iame  *bln£»  ln  the  Judgment  of  Gop,  or  of  Man.  In 
beltewvg  there  is  One  GOD,  you  have  done  well ;  hut  the  Devils 
o  .  and  tremble,  [i]  In  acknowledging  Chrift  to  be  the 

\  on  Y  70  D,  and  the  Holy  One,  you  have  done  well  too  ;  but 
you  tcnovv  the  unclean  Spirits  made  this  very  orthodox  Confef- 
M)  and  yet  they 'are  rejervedin  ever!* /ling  Chains ,  under 
-v c.rknejs  unto  the  Judgment  of  the  great  Day.  [i]  And  will  you 

r*  ~i  r  i  *  *  p’ace 

Y  j  -UKe  xvi.  24.  [g]  Matt.  viii.  1 1 ,  12.  [hj  Luke  xii.  47. 

Ik  Jam.  11.  19,  [kJLukeiv.  34,41.  flj  judT  ver.  6. 


0],  ^  t  tr  to  urge  the  Work  you  have  dene, 

place  any  fecret  Confidence  in  that ,  which  might  be  pleaded  by 

the  Infernal  Spirits,  as  well  as  by  you  ? 

§.  6.  But  perhaps  you  may  think  of  pleading,  “  that  you 
<5<  have  adually  done  (omething  in  Religion Having  judged 
what  Faith  was  the  foundeft,  and  what  Worfhip  the  pureftp 
“  You  entered  yourfelves  into  thofe  Societies,  where  fuch  Ar- 
ec  tides  of  Faith  were  profefied,  and  fuch  forms  of  Worfhip 
€(  were  pradifed  ;  and  among  thefe  you  have  fignalized  your- 

felves,  by  the  ExadneL  of  your  Attendance,  by  the  Zeal 
l(  with  which  you  have  efpoufed  their  Caufe,  and  by  the  Ear- 
€t  neftnefs  with  which  you  have  contended  for  fuch  Principles 
«  and  Pradices.”- — -Oh  Sinner,  I  much  fear,  that  this  Zeal 
of  thine,  about  the  Circumftantials  of  Religion,  will  fwell  thine 
Account, .rather  than  be  allowed  in  Abatement  of  it.  He  that 
fearches  thine  Heart,  knows,  from  whence  it  arofe,  and  how 
far  it  extended.  Perhaps  He  fees,  that  it  was  all  Hypocrify  ;  an 
artful  Veil,  under  which  thou  waft  carrying  on  thy  mean  De- 
figns  for  this  World  ;  while  the  Sacred  Names  of  God  and  Re¬ 
ligion  were  profaned  and  proftituted  in  the  baieft  Manner  ;  And 
if  fo,  thou  art  curfed  with  a  diftingajfhed  Curie,  for  fo  daring  an 
Infult  on  the  Divine  Omnifcience,  as  well  as  Juft  ice.  Or  per¬ 
haps  the  Fame  fine  fs ,  with  which  you  have  been  contending  for 
the  Faith  and  Worfhip,  which  was  once  delivered  to  the  Saints9 
( m J  or  which  ’tis  pofiible  you  may  rafhly  have  concluded  to 
be  that,  might  be  mere  Pride  and  Bitternefs  of  Spirit  :  And  ail 
the  Zeal  you  have  exprefs’d  might  poffibly  arife  from  a  Confi¬ 
dence  in  your  own  Judgment,  from  an  Impatience  of  Contra- 
didion,  or  from  a  fecret  Malignity  of  Spirit  which  delighted 
itfelf  in  condemning,  and  even  in  worrying  others ;  yea,  which 
("if  I  may  be  allowed  the  Exprelfion,)  fiercely  preyed  upon  Re¬ 
ligion,  as  the  Tyger  upon  the  Lamb,  to  turn  it  into  a  Nature 
molt  contrary  to  its  own.  And  fhall  this  fereen  you  before  the 
Great  Tribunal  ?  Shall  it  not  rather  awaken  the  Difpleafure,  ic 
is  pleaded  to  avert  ? 

§.  7.  Bur  fay,  that  this  Zeal  for  Notions  and  Forms  has 
been  ever  fo  well  intended ,  and,  fo  far  as  it  has  gone,  ever  fo  well 
conduced  too  ;  what  will  that  avail  towards  vindicating  thee  in 
fo  many  Inftances  of  Negligence  and  Difobedience,  as  are  re¬ 
corded  againft  thee  in  the  Book  of  GQD's  Remembrance  ?  Were 
the  Revealed  Dodrines  of  the  Gofpel  to  be  earneftly  maintain¬ 
ed,  (as  indeed  they  ought,)  and  was  the  great  Pradical  Purpofe 
for  which  they  were  revealed  to  be  forgot  ?  Was  t|ie  very 

d  4  Mm, 
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A  Freedom  from  grofs  Immoralities ,  Ch. 

c”  »  he  Med,  and  were  the  nveighd 

S/SVto  "  6J  °m“ted 5  W  even  that  Love  to 
wilf  rhn  h  i  i  C  an^ Zreat  Command  ?  [o]  Oh  how 

ta/TJ  bf  aHe  l0,W'"''  even  ihe  iuM  Sentence  thou  haft 

oSeiLI fc  '  j116"  or  for  ‘heft  Df/ifeW,  with 

«  8  ur””**'7  "w  °f  thine  »™  Mouth  !  [p] 

<•  iyr'.i  *Lp.y°u  then  plead  “  your  fair  moral  Char  after,  your 

encf  to  the  a,nd  '/  ^  Had  your  Obedi- 

Jowed  a  lL  !  °f  G  j°  been  comPleat.  the  Plea  might  be  al- 
above  ITr  and  Valid'  But  1  havc  fuppofed  and  proved 
now  dare  tn  c,en‘fJe.fi‘fes  t0  ‘he  contrary  ;  and  you  will  not 
vours  wh  hC°ntrad‘a  1L  1  add  Hrther,  Had  thefe  Works  of 
Goo  ^an  -1  ) ou  nowurge,  proceeded  from  a  fincere  Love  to 

not  have  r’  fa,th  “  the  Lord  Je(US  Chrift,  you  would 

Evidence  f°Ught  °r{  pIeadln2  them,  any  otherwife,  fthan  as  an 
Bleflinoo  °  y°UT  ^"tereft  in  the  Gofpel  Covenant,  and  in  the 
ip  .  ,  h"  0  'r,  5  pnoctared  by  the  Eighteen fnefs  and  Blood  of  the 

attended"  •  A  Cj  Baith>  ^ad  *t  been  fincere,  would  have  been 

hende  d  Tr  fuA  deep  Humi%.and  with  fuchlolemn  Appre- 
henfions  of  the  Divine  Holinefs  and  Glory,  thatinftead  of  plead- 

hL  ^  ,°rh.OfTy0ur  own  before  God,  you  would  rather 
,  implored  his  Pardon,  for  the  Mixture  of  fmful  Imperfec¬ 
tion  attending  the  very  bell  of  them.  Now,  as  you  are  a  Stran- 

fiei"  ‘Cj  and  fanaif>’ing  Principle,  (which  here,  in 

this  Addrels  I  fuppole  my  Reader  to  be,)  it  is  abfoluteiy  ne- 

ceffary  you  (hould  be  plainly  and  faithfully  told,  that  neither 
sobriety ,  not  Honejly,  nor  Humanity  v,\\\  ]^\{y  you  before  the 
inbunal  of  Goo,  when  he  lay,  Judgment  to  the  Line,  and 
Rtghteoufnefs  to  the  Plummet,  [q]  and  examines  all  your  Afli- 
ons,  and  all  your  Thoughts,  with  the  ftrifleft  Severity.  Yon 
have  not  been  a  Drunkard,  an  Adulterer,  or  a  Robber.  So  far 
st  is  ore  .  ou  hand  bclore  arighteous  God,  who  will  do  you 
amp.e  Juliice  ;  and  therefore  will  not  condemn  you  for  Drun¬ 
kenness,  Adultery,  or  Robbery.  But  you  have  forgotten  him. 
your  Parent,  and  your  Benefadlor  ;  you  have  caft  of  Fear,  and 
reftratned  Prayer  before  him  ;  [r]  you  have  defpifed  the  Blood  of 
his  Son,  and  a!!  the  immortal  BJeflings  that  he  purchafed  with  it. 
For  this  therefore  you  are  judged,  and  condemned.  And  as  for  any 
Jhing  tbathas  looked  like  Virtue  and  Humanity  in  vour  Temper 
and  Con  duff,  the  Exercife  of  it  has  in  a  great  Men  fare  been  its 
own  Reward,  if  there  were  any  .Thing  more  than  Form  and 

^  ...  ArtlHai 

[n '  ^iat>  xx'11*‘  23-  f°]  Mat*  xxii.  38.  [p]  Luk.  xix.  22. 

iq]  Ilai,  xxviii.  17.  [rj  job  xv.  4. 
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Ch.  5.  9r  Want  of  Thought  will  be  no  Plea.  4^ 

Artifice  in  it ;  and  the  various  Bounties  of  Divine  Providence 
to  you,  amidft  all  your  numberlefs  Provocations,  have  been  a 
thoufand  Times  more  than  an  Equivalent  for  fuch  defective 
and  imperfed  Virtues  as  thefe.  You  remain  therefore  charge¬ 
able  with  the  Guilt  of  a  Thoufand  Offences,  for  which  you 
have  no  Excufe,  though  there  are  fome  other  Inftances  in  which 
you  did  not grofiy  offend.  And  thole  good  Works,  in  which 
you  have  been  fo  ready  to  trull,  will  no  more  vindicate  you  in 
his  awful  Prefence,  than  a  Man’s  Kindnefs  to  his  poor  Neigh¬ 
bours  would  be  allowed  as  a  Plea  in  Arrejl  of  Judgment ,  when 
he  Hood  co?iroified  of  High  1  reafon  again il  his  Prince. 

9.  But  you  will,  perhaps,  be  ready  to  fay,  “  You  did 
«  not  exp  eft  all  this  :  You  did  not  think  the  Confequences  of 
«<  neglediing  Religion  would  have  been  fo  fatal"  And  why  did 
you  not  think  it  ?  Why  did  you  not  examine  more  attentively, 
and  more  impartially  ?  Why  did  you  fufter  the  Pride  and  Folly 
of  your  vain  Heart,  to  take  up  with  fuch  fuperficial  Appearan¬ 
ces,  and  trull  the  light  Suggefions  of  your  own  prejudiced  Mind 
againllthe  exprefs  Declaration  of  the  Word  of  GOD  ?  Had 
you  remedied  on  His  Charader,  as  the  Supreme  Governor  of 
the  World,  you  would  have  feen  the  Neceffity  of  fuch  a  Day  of 
Retribution,  as  we  are  now  referring  to.  Flad  you  regarded 
the  Scripture,  the  Divine  Authority  of  which  you  prof q fled  to 
believe,  every  Page  might  have  taught  you  to  expeCl  it.  “  You 
“  did  not  think  of  Religion And  of  what  were  you  thinking, 
when  you  forgot,  or  iieglebledit  ?  Had  you  too  much  Employ¬ 
ment  of  another  Kind  ?  Of  what  Kind,  I  befeech  you  ?  What 
End  could  you  propofe  by  any  Thing  elfe,  of  equal  Moment  ? 
Nay,  with  all  your  Engagements,  Confcience  will  tell  yon,  that 
there  have  been  Seafons,  when  for  Want  of  Thought,  Time  and 
Life  have  been  a  Burden  to  you  :  Yet  you  guarded  againll 
Thought,  as  an  Enemy,  and  call  up  (as  it  were)  an  Intrenchment 
of  Inconfideration  around  you  on  every  Side,  as  if  it  had  been 
to  defend  you  from  the  moll  dangerous  Invafion.  God  knew 
you  were  thoughtlefs  ;  and  therefore  he  fent  you  Line  upon  Line , 
and  Precept  upon  Precept,  [s]  in  fuch  plain  Language,  that  it  need¬ 
ed  no  Genius  or  Study  to  underftand  it.  Fie  tried  you  too  with 
Affliclions,  as  well  as  with  Mercies,  to  awaken  you  out  of  your 
fatal  Lethargy  :  And  yet,  when  awakened ,  you  would  lie  down 
again  upon  the  Bed  of  Sloth.  And  now,  pleafingas  your  D,  earns 
might  be,  you  ?nujl  lie  down  in  Sorrow,  [t]  Reflection  has  at 
Jail  overtaken  you,  and  muff  be  heard  as  a  Tormentor,  flnee  it 
might  not  be  heard  as  a  Friend.  10. 

[s]  Ifai.  xxviii.  10.  [t]  Ifai,  1.  ik 
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42  ln  'vain  ufay>  you  could  not  do  other-wife.  Ch>  r 

t  szr 

I  g?  ’ ^ Neeeffity  of  your  Nature^  i  m  p  e  Ued  ‘to^thofo 

Jt  f  W,  are  T  charSed  UP°n  you  a.  Crimes ;  whereas 

n  wt  ™  y°ur  Power  to  have  avoided  them  in  tn«  r* 
cumftances  in  which  you  were  placed.”  If  this  will  do  ^ 

»■*”«*  >  &  Jch  '„i,7 

;.T- ss,  o'iir,  SS,:v$;s;  r  s 

SSL  wSSf4"*  “  1 

::  rj=.»^d«»«.r  »h.  Afo&v  4  « t r  tag; 

Hodd  Sf ‘“'r''  *“  “  “»"«  lit  “hi,, 5' C 

ftouid  ftill  reply  in  fpight  of  Principle,  that  it  mult  be  omjfl  to 

sfc>“  Aa“  »;«ir  ."d .bf.i«,d, „„„oa,w  r; 

really  think,  you  would  anfwer  right.  But  in  that  Anfwer  you 
would  comrade  your  own  Scheme,  (as  1  obferved  above  ;) 

StmuTbe^wh^h0  CIuCet?judge>  What  Sort  °fa  Scht™ 

For  ZY  ’  hlCh  W,? Uid  make  al1  Kind  °f  Punijhment  unjuft  : 
For  the  Argument  will  on  the  whole  be  the  fame,  whether  with 

of  raldf  r°  Humft Pwifon™*.  or  Di-vine.  ’Tis  a  Scheme  full 

from°ff°n  a"d  H°n°J-  Yoa  not,  I  am  fure,  take  it 

f  om  a  Servant,  who  had  robbed  you,  and  then  fired  your 

Houfe  :  You  would  never  inwardly  believe,  that  he  could  not 

have  helped  it,  or  think,  that  he  had  fairly  excufed  himfelf  by 

fuch  a  Plea.  And  I  am  perfuaded,  you  would  be  fo  far  from 
prefuming  to  offer  it  to  God  at  the  great  Day,  that  you  would 
not  venture  to  turn  it  into  a  Prayer  even  now.  Imagine  that 

MrU  7  t^efAd°rdy!ng’  with  {uch  Words  as  thefe  in  his 
JVioutly  Oh  God,  it  is  true,  I  did  indeed  rob  and  murther 

my  Fellow- Creatures  ;  but  Thou  knoweft,  that,  as  my  Cir- 
cunuanees  were  ordered,  I  could  not  do  otherwife  :  My 
vv  id  was  irrefiftibly  determined  by  the  Motives  which  Thou 
oidltfet  before  me  ;  and  I  could  as  well  have  fhaken  the 
foundations  of  the  Earth,  or  darkened  the  Sun  in  the  Fir- 
<f  mament  as  have  refilled  the  Jmpulfe  which  bore  me  on.”  [ 
put  it  to  your  Confczence ,  whether  you  would  not  look  on  fuch  a 
Speech  as  this  with  Detection,  as  one  Enormity  added  to  ano¬ 
ther.  Yet  it  the  Excufe  would  have  any  Weight  in  your  Mouth, 
it  would  have  equal  Weight  in  bis  ;  or  would  be  equally  sPP!i- 

N  cubic 

*  Bh  of  EriftolV  Analog  t?Y.  fug.  135.  Oflavo  Edit. 


Ch.  5.  The  Mediation  of  one  giving  up  bis  Pleas .  4? 

cable  to  any  the  mod  fhocking  Occafton.  But  indeed  it  is  { o 
contrary  to  the  plained:  Principles  of  common  Reafon,  that  I 
can  hardly  perfuade  myfelf,  any  one  could  ferioufly  and  tho¬ 
roughly  believe  it  ;  and  fhould  imagine  my  Time  very  ill  em¬ 
ployed  here,  if  I  were  to  let  myfelf  to  combat  thefe  Pretences 
to  Argument,  by  which  the  Wantonnefs  of  Human  Wit  has 
attempted  to  varnilh  it  over. 

11.  You  fee  then,  on  the  whole,  the  Vanity  of  all  your  Pleas ^ 
and  how  eafily  the  moft  plaufible  of  them  might  be  filenced,  by 
a  mortal  Man,  like  yourfelf  :  How  much  more  then  by  Him, 
who  Jearches  all  Hearts,  and  can,  in  a  Moment,  flafli  in  upon 
the  Confcience  a  moft  powerful  and  irrefiitible  Convi&ion  ? 
What  then  can  you  do,  while  you  fland  convifted  in  the  Pre¬ 
fence  of  God  ?  What  fhould  you  do,  but  hold  your  Peace  under 
an  inward  Senfe  of  your  inexcufable  Guilt,  and  prepare  your¬ 
felf  to  hear  the  Sentence  which  His  Law  pronounces  againft 
you  ?  You  muft  feel  the  Execution  of  it,  if  the  Golpel  does  not 
at  length  deliver  you  ;  and  you  muft  feel  fomething  of  theTer- 
ror  of  it,  before  you  can  be  excited  to  feek  to  that  Gofpel  for 
Deliverance. 

The  Meditation  of  a  Convinced  Sinner,  giving  up  his  vain 

Pleas  bejore  COD . 

€t  "Pi  ^  P  L  O  R  A  B  L  E  Condition,  to  which  I  am  indeed 
“  j_  3  reduced  !  1  have  finned ;  and  s what  jhall  1  fay  un.Q 
: ihte ,  Oh  thou  Prejerver  of  Men  ?  (u)  What  fhall  I  dare  to 
<(  fay  Pool  that  I  was,  to  amufe  myfelf  with  fuch  trifling 
“  Excufes  as  thefe,  and  to  imagine,  they  could  have  any  Weight 
“  in  Thy  tremendous  Prefence  ;  or  that  I  fhould  be  able  fo 
“  much  as  to  mention  them  there  !  I  cannot  prefume  to  do  it. 
“  I  am  fiient  and  confounded.  My  Hopes,  alas,  are  Haiti  ; 
<c  and  my  Soul  itfelf  is  ready  to  die  too  ;  fo  far  as  an  Immortal 
(t  Soul  can  die  :  And  I  am  almoft  ready  to  fay,  Oh  that  it 
*•  could  die  entirely  /  I  am  indeed  a  Criminal  in  the  Hand  of 
5<  Juftice,  quite  difarmed,  and  ftrippedofthe  Weapons  in  which 
*‘T  trailed.  Diflimulation  can  only  add  Provocation  to  Pro- 
4‘  vocation.  I  will  therefore  plainly  and  freely  own  it.  I 
44  have  ailed,  as  if  I  thought  God  vj as  altogether  fuch  a  one  as 
Ci  myfelf :  But  He  hath  Laid,  1  'will  reprove  thee  ;  1  will  f  t 
thy  Sins  in  Order  before  thine  Byes,  (x)  will  marfhai  them  in 
“  Battle  Array.  And  Oh,  what  a  terrible  Kind  of  Eloft  do 
they  appear?  and  how  do  they  furround  me  beyond  all  Pofti- 
(u)  job  vii.  2c.  (x)  Pfal.  1.  si.  “  bility 
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bility  of  Efcape  !  Oh  my  Soul,  they  have  ,v  , 

&  58»  -  irs 

S, Th7j,fZ%*y  *2°u  "uft  f« the  awfu 

Judgment  upon  thee:  and  when f£is IZo  “ 

(a)  how  wilt  thou  anf^wer  him  for  /  f  tQ  ™ark  lni(luity 

And  if  thou  canft  not  anfwer  Him  \nS\Z  j  :oufand  ! 

He  [peak  to  thee  9  T  Iru’  hat  Language  will 

expedl  no  other  Language  than  that^C^^  *  C an 

what  a  Condemnation  fit  t  Le  'ml 
me  read  my  Sentence  before  /  n  Ton  Jt  *  Let 

pafled  1  I  know  Ha’u"  hear  jt  finally  and  irreverfibly 
P  iwa  ;  1  know,  he  has  recorded  it  in  His  WnrR  .  t 

know  in  the  general  that-  <•!■<<*  n  r  *  and  I 

g,.d«  Dt„gs„,  iS.r'r 

GoDWwSte  Thobr  dt7ed'  ,  Speak  t0  me  therefore,  O 
Uod  while  Thou  fpeakeft  not  for  the  laft  Time  and  in  Cir 

cum  lances  when  Thou  wilt  hear  me  no  more  Speak 

the  Language  of  effedual  Terror,  fo  that  it  be  not  to  fpeak 

me  into  final  Defpair.  And  let  Thy  Word  however  pafnful 

I"  its  Operation  be  quick  and  powerful,  and  Jharger  thin  any 

two  edged  Sword,  (c)  Let  me  not  vainly  flatter  my felf  •  [?t 

me  not  be  left  a  wretched  Prey  to  thofe  who  would  prophecy 

Smooth  n,ngs  to  me,  (d)  till  I  am  fealed  up  under  Wrath  and 

feel  Thy  Juft.ee  piercing  my  Soul,  and  the  Pofn  IfklZ 

Arrows  dunking  up  all  my  Spirits,  (e)  '  J 

Beiore  1  enter  upon  the  particular  View,  I  know  in  the 

r0£t;“  u/ — 

Tny  Sentence  may  be,  when  it  comes  forth  from  thy  Prefence , 
U  I  muft  condemn  myfelf,  and  juftify  Thee.  Thou  canft  not 
tieai  me  with  more  Seventy,  than  mine  Iniquities  ha  ve  deferved- 
And  how  bitter  ioever  that  Cup  of  Trembling  may  be  hi 

mlfelf  l7f  d  raPP°int  f°rme’1  8ive  Judgment  againft 
myfelf,  that  1  deferve  to  wring  cut  the  very  Dregs  of  it  ”  (i) 

r  H  A  ” 

(y)  Jer •  XVI*i.  io.  (2)  Jer.  xxix.  22. 

(b)  Job  ix.  3.  (C)  Heb.  iv.  I2/ 

(e)  fob  vi.  4.  (f,  He b.  x.  3r. 

(h)  Ifai.  li.  17.  (i J  PiaL  lxxv,  8. 


(a)  Pfal.  exxx. 
(d)  Hai.  xxx.  1 
(g)  Pfal.  xvii.  . 


Ch.  6.  2 rhe  Sinner  called  to  hear  his  Sentence.  4S 


CHAP.  VI. 
The  Sinner  Sentenced. 


¥be  Sinner  called  upon  to  hear  his  Sentence.  §.  1,2.  GOD’-fi 
does  now  in  general  pronounce  a  Curfe  :  §•  3*  ^  pro¬ 
nounces  Death ,  §.  4*  an&  being  turned  into  Hell.  §.  5* 

<Ihe  Judgment -Day  Jhall  come.  §.  6.  The  Solemnity  of  that 
grand  Procefs  defer ihedy  according  to  Scriptural  Reprefentationt 
of  it.  §.  7,8.  with  a  particular  llluftration  of  the  Sentence % 

Depart  Accurfed,  &c.  §.9.  The  Execution  will  certainly 

and  immediately  follow.  §.  10.  The  Sinner  warned  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  enduring  it.  §.  II.  The  Refeflion  of  a  Sinner  fruck 
with  the  Terror  of  this  Sentence. 

i.  TT  E  A  Ry  Oh  Sinner,  and  1  will  fpeak  (a)  yet  once 
JLJL  more,  as  in  the  Name  of  GOD ,  of  GODf  thine  Al¬ 
mighty  Judge  ;  who,  if  thou  doll  not  attend  to  his  Servants, 
will  ’ere  long  fpeak  unto  thee  in  a  more  immediate  Manner, 
with  an  Energy  and  Terror  which  thou  lhalt  not  be  able  to  refill. 

2.  Thou  hall  been  conviLled,  as  in  his  Prefence.  Thy 
Pleas  have  been  over-ruled  ;  or  rather,  they  have  been  lilen- 
ced.  It  appears  before  God,  it  appears  to  thine  own  Confci- 
ence,  that  thou  hall  nothing  more  to  offer  in  Arreft of  Judgment  ; 
therefore  hear  thy  Sentencey  and  fummon  up,  if  thou  canll,  all 
the  Powers  of  thy  Soul  to  bear  the  Execution  of  it.  It  is  in¬ 
deed  a  very  fmall  Thing  to  he  judged  of  Man  s  Judgment  ;  but 
he  that  now  judgeth  thee  is  the  Lord,  fbj  Hear  therefore,  and 
tremble,  while  I  tell  thee,  how  he  will  fpeak  to  thee  ;  or  rather, 
while  I  Ihew  thee,  from  exprefs  Scripture,  how  he  doth  even 
vow  fpeak ,  and  what  is  the  authentick  and  recorded  Sentence  of  his 
Word ;  even  of  His  Word,  who  hath  faid.  Heaven  and  Earth 
Jhall  pafs  away  ;  but  not  one  Tittle  of  my  Word  Jhall  ever  pafs 
away,  [z) 

3.  The  Law  of  God  fpeaks,  not  to  thee  alone,  Oh  Sin¬ 
ner,  nor  to  thee  by  any  particular  Addrefs  ;  but,  in  a  moll  uni- 
verfal  Language, it  fpeaks  to  all  Tranfgreflbrs,  and  levels  itsTer- 
rors  againll  all  Offences ;  great  or  fmall,  without  any  Exception. 

And 

(a)  Job  xlii.  4.  (bj  1  Cor.  iv.  3,  4.  (c)  Mat.  v.  18. 
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'The  Law  pronounces  a  Cur/e, 


Ch.  6. 

» SSL': 7,z  & 

do  thc?n.  (d )  This  ire  v«*  ,  *  ,  ,  *  °f  the  Law  to 

it  fpeaks  to  thee  Its  aw/d  Con  °  16  7  W°/ld  !  and  this 

Oh  Reader  ;  and  thy  ConJbLnce  knowsit  Con«r”> 

\n  ail  7  kings  that  are  written  therein  to  doth  Cm“”U!”£ 

}'n  "z,  i’c  rvs^1"0””  '■?“/ 

fn  ,,  w  \j  ™[h  the  C*rfi  of  the  Moft  High  God  •  Yea 
all  the  Lurfes  winch  are  wit  ten  in  the  K  i  \l  t  ‘  ’ 

pointed  againfl  thee  fv)  C  *  ^  of  the  Law,  are 

of  them  iiDon  thpp  a*  G°D  righte°u%  execute  any 

fieleftlnPe  of  \  ^  1^77  5  ^  th°U§h  thou  at  P^-t 
is  but  a  little  whil*  ’ if  infinite  Mercy  doth  not  prevent,  it 

ter  till  thou  arr  h  ’|W  7  W‘1]  int0  %  bowels  like  Wa- 

.  S;SS^tw^erwith  them- and  ftali 

tfy  fh  ‘he  L°rd.^  sW  that  finnetk,  /leal!  die. 

fence  of  5herefore  thou  art  under  a  Sen- 

7ath  Whf  ’  l°  j  MhaPPy  Creature,  of  what  a 

T  -  !  What  will  the  End  of  thefe  Things  be  >  That  the 

Agonies  of  dilfolving  Nature  /hall  feize  thee  ?  That  thy  Soul 

f:llr/Way/r0m  thy  ,anSaifting  BodX,  and  thou  return 
to  the  Uuft  from  whence  thou  waft  taken  ?  fk  )  This  is  indeed 

z;it  ti  s  ,n  'hdi  '“ii  a, , r., 

Sfci  S  T  S*,““  *nd  *"  ■4S“«f  «*».  w,i,„„  ihe 

riil  gn 7-anr  Memorial  °f  his  ^ly  Abhorrence  of  it,  and 
ghteous  Difpieafure  againft  it.  But  alas,  all  this  folemn  Pomp 

It1sIb7T0fd7T1SJbUVhe0pening°fthe  dreadful  S«ne. 

7.  '  ft at,  % rou.8h  Kind  of  Stroke,  by  which  the  Fetters  are 
eeution  ’  Criminal  is  ,ed  out  t0  Torture  and  Ex- 

§.  5.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  The  Wicked  fall  he  turned  into 
.  '  ’  7  Nations  that  forget  GOD.  ( 1 J  Though  there 

fhrn  t  7?f0f  them>  their  Muititudes  and  their  Power 
J"®”  be  n°  Dcfe"ce  [°  them-  They  (hall  be  driven  into  Hell 

ft'  '7  fi,at  lan:!”S  Pri^>  which  Divine  Vengeance 
butU  prepared ;  tnt O  Topbet,  which  is  ordained  of  old,  even  for 

lZfj!rrS  as  7, 25J°;  others’  fo  little  can  any  Human 
IMindion  proied  !  He  hath  made  it  deep  and  large  ;  the  Pit / 

fdJGzl  iii.  to.  fe)  Pfal.  xl.  12.  ffj  Mai.  f  f 

g)  Deut.  xxix- 20.  hj I  Pfal  cix.  .8.  (i)  Ezek,  xviii.  4- 

T;  Hal.  civ.  29.  flj  Pfai.  jx,  f?t 


£{jt  5,  The  Judgment  Day  will  come .  4? 

thereof  is  Fire  and  much  Wood  ;  the  Breath  of  the  Lord  like  a, 
Stream  of  Brimjlone  fh all  kindle  it,  (m)  and  the  flaming  I  or¬ 
ient  fhall  flow  in  upon  it  fo  fail,  that  it  fhall  be  turned  into  a 
Sea  of  liquid  Fire  ;  or,  as  the  Scripture  alfo  e*preiles  it ,  a  Lake 
burning  with  Fire  and  Brimjlone  for  ever  and  ever.  (  n  )  .  as 
is  the  Second  Death  ;  and  the  Death ,  to  which  thou,  Oh  Sinner, 

by  the  Word  of  God  art  doomed. 

6.  And  fhall  this  Sentence  Hand  upon  Record  in  vain  F 

Shall  the  Law  fpeak  it,  and  the  Go/pel  fpeak  it  ?  And  fhall  i£ 
never  be  pronounced  more  audibly  ?  and  will  God  never  re¬ 
quire  and  execute  the  Punifhment  ?  He  will  Oh,  Sinner,  re¬ 
quire  it  ;  and  He  will  execute  it  ;  though  he  may  feem  for  a 
while  to  delay.  For  well  doft  thou  know,  that  he  hath  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Day  in  which  he  will  judge  the  whole  World  in  Righ - 
teoufnefs ,  by  that  Man  whom  he  hath  ordained ,  of  which  he  has 
given  us  Afturance  in  hawing  raijed  him  from  the  Dead .  fo)  And 
when  God  judgeth  the  World,  Oh  Reader,  whoever  thou  art. 
He  will  judge  thee.  And  while  I  remind  thee  of  it,  I  would 
alfo  remember,  that  He  will  judge  me.  And  knowing  the  Ter¬ 
ror  of  the  Lordi  (?)  that  I  may  deliver  my  own  Soul,  (q)  I 
would  with  all  Plainnefs  and  Sincerity  labour  to  deliver  thine. 

y.  I  therefore  repeat  the  folemn  Warning  ;  Thou, 
Oh  Sinner,  (halt  jland  before  the  Judgment-Seat  of  Chrijl .  (r) 
Thou  fhalt  fee  that  pompous  Appearance  ;  the  Defcription  of 
which  is  grown  fo  familiar  to  thee,  that  the  Repetition  of  it 
makes  no  Impreffion  on  thy  Mind.  But  furely,  ftupid  as  thou 
now  art,  the  fhrill  Trumpet  of  the  Arch*  Angel  fhall  (hake  thy 
Very  Soul  :  And  if  nothing  elfe  can  awaken  and  alarm  thee, 
the  Convulfions  and  Flames  of  a  diffolving  World  fhall  do  it. 

§.  8.  Dost  thou  really  think,  that  the  Intent  of  Chrift’s 
final  Appearance  is  only  to  recover  his  People  from  the  Grave,, 
and  to  raife  them  to  Glory  and  Happinefs  ?  Whatever  AfTu- 
rance  thou  haft,  that  there  fhall  be  a  RefurreSlion  of  the  Juft  ; 
thou  haft  the  fatne,  that  there  fhall  alfo  be  a  RefurreSiion  of  the 
TJnjuft  :  (s)  That  he  fhall  feparate  the  rifmg  Dead  one  from 
another,  as  a  Shepherd  divideth  his  Sheep  from  the  Goats ,  (t) 
with  equal  Certainty,  and  with  infinitely  greater  Eafe.  Or  can 
you  imagine,  that  He  will  only  make  an  Example  of  fome 
flagrant  and  notorious  Sinners,  when  it  is  faid,  that  all  the  Dead , 
both  /mail  and  great,  fhall  fland  before  GOD  ;  (u)  and  that  even 

he 

(in)  Tfa.  xxx.  33.  (n)  Rev.  xxi.  8.  (o)  A£ls  xvii,  3?. 
(p)  2  Cor.  v.  11.  (q)  Ezek.  xxxiii.  9.  (r)  2  Cor.  v.  10* 
(s)  A&s  xxiv.  15.  ft)  Matt.  xxv.  32.  (u)  Rev.  xx.  12. 
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48  The  great  Importance  of  that  awful  Day,  Qh  6  ' 

he  who  knew  not  lit  Mafer't  Will,  and  confequently  feems  of 
all  others  to  have  had  the  faireft  Excufe  for  his  Omithon  to 
obey  it,  yet  even  he,  for  that  very  Omiffion  Ihall  A  i 
.h„,eb  f,r;  , ,»/  c?" ■"£ 
5““”“  “  le  *.v„,d  (o  mucl  ,.J  ,nd  MV“  * 

Sentence,  by  wmch  the  righteous  Judgment  of  Goo  if  to  be 

revealed,  and  to  have  its  molt  confpicuous  and  final  Triumph 
*,U,  be  'nconfiderable  ;  or  the  Punilhment  to  which  it  Ihall 

beenTtt  p 'T'’  beflight  0r  to!erab'e  ?  There  would  have 
been  little  Reafon  to  apprehend  that,  even  if  we  had  been  left 

bare  y  to  our  own  Conjectures,  what  that  Sentence  (hould  be 

But  this  is  far  from  being  the  Cafe  :  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  in 

his  infinite  Condefcenfion  and  Companion,  has  been  pleated  to 

fndX \v°P)\  °f  tetn‘enCe'  and  n°  d°ubt'  "  ™fi  Copy  ; 

and  the  W  ords  which  contain  it,  are  worthy  of  being  infcribed 
on  every  Heart.  The  King,  amidft  all  the  Splendor  and  Dig- 
mty  in  which  he  (hall  then  appear,  fail  fay  unto  thofe  on  hi, 
Right-Hand,  Come  ye  Bleffed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  Kingdom 
prepared  for  you  from  the  Foundation  of  the  World  l  (x'j  And 

’l’decrede  a  Ki"s  there  11  Power  indeed,  (y)  And 

thefe  Words  have  «  Power,  which  may  juftly  animate  the 
Heart  o*  the  humble  Chriftian,  under  the  moft  over  whelming 
Sorrow,  and  may  fill  him  with  Joy  un/peakabie  and  full  of  Glory 
(zj  To  be  pronounced  the  BleJJed of  the  Lord!  to  be  called  to 
a  Kingdom  !  to  the  immediate  and  everlafting  Inheritance  of  it  t 
and  of  fuch  a  Kingdom  !  fo  well  prepared,  fo  glorious,  fo  com- 
p!eat,  fo  exquifitely  fitted  for  the  Delight  and  Entertainment  of 
fuch  Creatures  fo  formed  and  fo  renewed,  that  it  fhall  appear 
worthy  the  eternal  Counfels  of  God  to  have  contrived  it,  wor- 
thy  his  eternal  Love  to  have  prepared  it,  and  to  have  delighted 
Hfelf  with  the  Views  of  bellowing  it  upon  his  People  :  Behold, 
a  bleffed  Hope  indeed  !  a  lively  glorious  Hope,  to  which  we  are 
begotten  again  by  the  RefurreSion  of  Chrifl  from  the  Dead,  (a) 
and  formed  by  the  fanflifying  Influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
upon  our  Minds.  But  it  is  a  Hope,  from  which  thou,  Oh  Sin¬ 
ner,  art  at  prefent  excluded  ;  and  methinks,  that  might  be  grie¬ 
vous  :  To  reflefl,  “  Thefe  gracious  Words  fhall  Chrifl  fpeak 
“  t0  'ome  5  to  Multitudes,  but  not  to  me  :  On  me  there  is  no 
"  Bleffednefs  pronounced  :  For  me  there  is  no  Kingdom  pre¬ 
pared.  But  is  that  ail  ?  Alas,  Sinner,  our  Lord  hath  given 
jhee  a  dreadful  Counterpart  to  this.  He  has  told  us,  what  He 

will 

(w)  Luke  xu.  48.  (x)  Matt.  xxv.  34.  (y)  Ecclef,  viii.  4* 

(z)  i  Pet.  1.  8.  (a)  1  Pet.  L  3, 
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fail]  fay  to  thee ,  if  thou  continue#  what  thou  art  ;  to  thee ,  and 
nil  the  Nations  of  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving  World,  be 
they  ever  fo  numerous,  be  the  Rank  of  particular  Criminals  ever 
fo  great.  He  fhall  fay  it  to  the  Kings  of  the  Earth ,  who  ,  have 
beed  Rebels  again#  him,  to  the  Great  and  Rich  Men ,  and  the 
chief  Captains ,  and  the  mighty  Men ,  as  well  as  to  every  Bond - 
man,  and  every  Freeman ,  of  inferior  Rank  ;  (b)  Depart  from 
me  Accursed,  into  everlasting  Fire,  prepared  for 
the  Devil  and  his  Angels,  (c)  Oh,  paufe  upon  thefe 
weighty  Words ,that  thou  mayeft  enter  into  fomething  of  the  Im¬ 
portance  of  them  ! 

§,  9.  He  will  fay,  Depart  :  You  (hall  be  driven  fro/tt 
his  Prefence,  with  Difgrace  and  Infamy  :  From  Him,  the  Source 
of  Life  and  Bleflednefs,  in  a  Nearnefs  to  whom  all  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Heaven  continually  rejoice  :  You  fhall  depart  Accur¬ 
sed  :  You  have  broken  God’s  Law,  and  its  Curie  falls  upon 
you  ;  and  you  are,  and  (hall  be,  under  that  Curfe,  that  abiding. 
Curfe  :  From  that  Day  forward  you  fhall  be  regarded  by  Go»s- 
and  all  his  Creatures,  as  an  accurfed  and  abominable  Thing  3 
as  the  mo#  deteflable,  and  the  mo#  miferable  Part  of  the  Cre¬ 
ation.  You  fhall  go  into  Fire  :  And  Oh  confider,  into 
what  Eire  f  Is  it  meerly  into  one  fierce  Blaze,  which  fhall  con- 
fume  you  in  a  Moment,  though  with  exquifite  Pain  ?  That  Were 
terrible.  But  Oh,  fuch  Terrors  are  not  to  be  named  with 
thefe.  EL  ine ,  Sinner,  is  everlasting  Fire  :  It  is  that,  which 
our  Lord  hath  in  fuch  awful  Terms  deferibed,  as  prevailing 
there,  where  their  Worm  dieth  not ,  and  the  Fire  is  not  quenched  ; 
and  then  fays  it  a  fecond  Time,  where  their  Worm  dieth  not ,  and 
the  Fire  is  not  quenched  ;  and  again,  in  wonderful  Compaflion,  a 
third  Time,  wherttheir  Worm  dieth  net ,  and  the  Eire  is  not  quen¬ 
ched.  (d)  Nor  was  it  originally  prepared,  or  principally  intended 
for  you  :  It  was  prepared  for  the  Devil  and  his  Angels; 
for  thofe  fir#  grand  Rebels,  who  were  immediately  upon  their 
Fall  doomed  to  it  :  And  flnee  you  have  taken  Part  with  them 
in  their  Apoftacy,  you  mu#  fink  with  them  into  that  flaming 
Ruin  ;  and  fink  fo  much  the  deeper,  as  you  have  defpifed  a 
Saviour,  who  was  never  offered  to  them.  Thefe  mu#  be  your 
Companions,  and  your  Tormentors,  with  whom  you  mu#  dwell 
for  ever.  And  is  it  1 ,  that  fay  this  ?  or  fays  nor  the  Law,  and 
the  Gojpel,  the  fame  ?  Does  not  the  Lord  Jejus  Chrifi  exprefly 

E  ff 

(b)  Rev.  vi,  25.  (q)  Matt,  xxv,  41.  (d)  Mark  ix.  44# 

46,  4 
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5^  ^Fht  Sentence  will  be  furely  executed,  Qfo  £ 

{fjf’wh0  is  the  faithful  a»J  true  Witnefs,  (e)  even  He  wha 
himfelf  is  to  pronounce  the  Sentence  ?  >  • 

§.  10  And  when  it  k  thus  pronounced,  and  pronounced  It. 
<m,  ftia.i  u  not  a!fo  be  executed  ?  Who  could  imagine  the 
contrary  ?  who  could  imagine,  there  fhould  be  all  this  pom- 
pous  Decmrat.on,  to  fill  the  Mind  only  with  vain  Terror  f  and 
tha.  this  oentence  fliould  variifh  into  Smoak  ?  You  may  eafily 

SS  $at  ,thls  w°“Idfbe  a  greater  Reproach  to  the  DU 
.ne  Admin. (tration,  than  if  Sentence  were  never  to  be  palled 

k  nfrom[he°P  ’  T  m('Srt  eafliy  have  inferred  the  Execution  of 
at,  from  the  Procefs  of  the  preceding  Judgment.  But  left  the 

S£rJ«  °f  a  Sinner  Ihould  deceive  him  with  fo  vain  a 
p  ,  e  Afturance  of  that  Execution  is  immediately  added  in 
very  memorable  Terms.  Itlhall  be  done  :  It  lhall  immedU 
ately  be  done.  Then  on  that  very  Day,  while  the  Sound  of  it 
1  yet  m  their  Ears,  the  Wicked  Jhall  go  away  into  e<verlajling 
Tumjhtnent :  (f )  And  thou.  Oh  Reader,  whoever  thou  arf 
being  found  in  their  Number,  Jhalt  go  away  with  them  ;  lhalc 
be  driven  on,  among  all  thefe  wretched  Multitudes,  and  plun- 
ged  vvith  them  into  eternal  Ruin.  The  wide  Gates  of  Hell 
ihah  be  opened  to  receive  thee  ;  they  lhall  be  Ihut  againft  thee 
for  ever  towdofe  thee  ;  and  be  faft  barred,  by  the  Almighty 

Hand  of  Divine  Juftice,  to  prevent  all  Hope,  all  Poftibility  of 
Jilcape  for  ever.  J 

§.  II.  And  now,  prepare  thyfelf  to  meet  the  Lord  thy  GOD  • 
(g)  Summon  up  all  the  Refolution  of  thy  Mind,  to  endure  fugh 
a  Sentence,  fuch  an  Execution  as  this  :  For  He  will  not  meet 
thee  as  a  Man  ;  (h)  whofe  Heart  may  fometimes  fail  him 
When  about  to  exert  a  needful  Ad  of  Severity,  fo  that  Compaf- 
fion  may  prevail  againft  Reafon  and  Juftice.  No,  He  will  meet 
thee  as  a  GOD ,  whole  Schemes  and  Purpofes  are  all  immove¬ 
able  as  his  Throne.  I  therefore  teftify  to  thee  in  his  Name, 
this  Day,  that  if  GOD  be  true ,  he  will  thus  / peak  ;  and  that 
if  be '  he  able,  bed  will  thus  ad.  And,  on  Suppofition  of  thy 
Continuance  in  thine  Impenitence  and  Unbelief,  thou  art 
brought  into  this  miferaole  Cafe  ;  that  f  GOD  be  not  either 
falfe  or  weal:,  thou  art  undone,  thou  art  eternally  undone . 


(e)  Rev.  Ki.  14.  (f)  Mate  xxv.  46.  (g)  Amos  W. 
(h)  Ifeu.  xivii,  3. 
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Ch.  6.  The  Reflefiion  of  a  Sinner  '.  jt 

The  Reflection  of  a  Sinner,  flruck  with  the  Terror  of  this 

Sentence . 

€t  T  ^  ETC  H  that  I  am  !  What  fhall  I  do  ?  or  whi- 
“  \y  ther  fhall  I  flee  ?  lam  weighed  in  the  Batlance ,  and 
“  am  found  wanting,  (i)  This  is  indeed  my  Doom  ;  th® 
u  Doom  1  am  to  expeCt  from  the  Mouth  of  Chrift  him- 
“  feJf  ;  from  the  Mouth  of  Him ,  that  died  for  the  Re- 
“  demption  and  Salvation  of  Men.  Dreadful  Sentence  !  and 
“  fo  much  the  more  dreadful,  when  confldered  in  that  View  ! 
“  To  what  fhall  I  look  to  fave  me  from  it  ?  To  whom  fhall 
“  I  call  ?  Shall  I  fay  to  the  Rocks ,  Fall  upon  me,  and  to  the 
“  Hills,  Cover  me  ?  (h)  What  fhould  I  gain  by  that  ?  Were 
I  indeed  overwhelmed  with  Rocks  and  Mountains,  they  could 
“  not  conceal  me  from  the  Notice  of  His  Eye  ;  and  His 
“  Hand  could  reach  me  with  as  much  Eafe  there,  as  any  where 
“  elfe. 

“  Wretch  indeed  that  I  am  !  Oh  that  I  had  never  been 
“  born  !  Oh  that  I  had  never  known  the  Dignity  and  Prero- 
“  gative  of  the  Rational  Nature  1  Fatal  Prerogative  indeed, 
“  that  renders  me  obnoxious  to  Condemnation  and  Wrath  l 
(i  Oh  that  I  had  never  been  inftru&ed  in  the  Will  of  Goo 
"  at  all,  rather  than  that  being  thus  inflru&ed,  I  fhould  have 
“  difregarded  and  tranfgrefled  it  !  Would  to  God,  I  had  been 
“  allied  to  the  meaneft  of  the  Human  Race,  to  them  that 
“  come  neareft  to  the  State  of  the  Brutes,  rather  than  that  I 
“•  fhould  have  had  my  Lot  in  cultivated  Rife,  am  id  ft  fo  many 
“  of  the  Improvements  of  Reafon,  and  ( dreadful  Reflection  ! ) 
“  amidft  fo  many  of  the  Advantages  of  Religion  too  !  and  thus 

“  to  have  perverted  all  to  my  own  Deftru&ion  ! - Oh  that 

“  God  would  take  away  this  Rational  Soul  f  But  alas,  it  will 
live  for  ever  ;  will  live  to  feel  the  Agonies  of  Fternal  Death . 
c(  Why  have  I  feen  the  Beauties  and  Glories  of  a  World  like 
“  this,  to  exchange  it  for  that  flaming  Prifon  !  Why  have  I  ta- 
**  niany  of  my  Creator’s  Bounties,  to  wring  out  at  laft 

4i  l^ie  Dregs  of  His  Wrath  1  Why  have  1  known  the  Delights 
of  focial  Life  and  friendly  Converfe,  to  exchange  them  for 
the  horrid  Company  of  Devils  and  damned  Spirits  in  Tophet  f 
Oh  who  can  dvsell  with  them  in  devouring  Flames  !  who  can 

he  down  with  them  in  evcrlaJVing,  ever  l a  fling,  everlafling 
“  Burnings  f  (l) 

s<  But  wnom  have  I  to  blame  in  all  this,  but  myfelf  p 

E  2  ‘“What 

(i)  Dan.  v,  27,  (k)  Luke  xxiii.  30.  (1)  Xfai,  xxxiii.  14. 
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What  have  I  to  accufe,  bat  my  own  ftupid  incorrigible  Fol¬ 
ly  ?  On  what  is  all  this  terrible  Ruin  to  be  charged,  but  on 
this  one  fatal  curfed  Caufe,  that  having  broken  GOD's  Law 
1  rejected  His  Go/pel  too  ? 

“  Yet  fray.  Oh  my  Soul,  in  the  Midft  of  all  thefe  dole¬ 
ful,  foreboding  Complaints.  Can  I  fay,  that  I  have  finally 
rejefiled  tin  Gofpei  ?  Ami  not  to  this  Day  under  txhe  Sound 
of  it  ?  I  he  Sentence  is  not  yet  gone  forth  againfi  me,  in  fo 
determinate  a  Manner  as  to  be  utterly  irreverfibie.  Thro# 
all  this  gloomy  Profpedl  one  Ray  of  Hope  breaks  in,  axid  it 
is  pojfihle  I  may  yet  be  delivered. 

‘‘  Reviving  Thought  1  Rejoice  in  it,  Oh  my  Soul,  though 
it  be  with  Trembling  ;  and  turn  immediately  to  that  God, 
who,  though  provoked  by  Ten  Thoufand  Offences,  has 
not  yet  fcvorn  in  his  Wrath ,  that  thou  flsalt  ne*ver  be  per¬ 
mitted,  to  hold  farther  Intercourfe  with  Him,  or  to  enter 
into  his  Reft,  (m) 


“  I  do  then,  Oh  Bleffed  Lord,  proftrate  myfelf  in  the  Duff 
before  1  hee.  I  own,  1  am  a  condemned  and  miferable 
“  Creature.  But  my  Language  is  that  of  the  humble  Publican, 
96  GOD  be  merciful  unto  me  a  Sinner!  [n]  Some  general  and 
confafed  Apprehenfions  I  have  of  a  Way,  by  which  I  may 
*s  poffibly  efcape.  Oh  God,  whatever  that  Way  is,  fhew  it 
me,  I  bsfeech  thee  1  Point  it  out  fo  plainly,  that  I  may  not 
be  able  to  miftake  it  !  And  Oh,  reconcile  my  Heart  to 
it,  be  it  ever  fo  humbling,  be  it  ever  fo  painful  1 
“  Surely,  Lord,  I  have  much  to  learn  ;  but  be  Thou  my 
“  Teacher  1  Stay  for  a  little  Thine  up  lifted  Hand  ;  and  in 
*e  Thine  infinite  Compaffion  delay  the  Stroke ,  till  I  enquire  a 
t€  little  farther,  how  I  may  finally  avoid  it  !’* 


(m)  Pfal.  xcv.  u.  [n]  Luke  xviii.  13. 


C  PI  A  P.  VII. 


The  helplefs  State  of  the  Sinner  un¬ 
der  Condemnation. 

fhe  Sinner  Ufged  to  confider ,  how  he  can  be  fa<ved from  this  im¬ 
pending  Ruin.  §.  C  2.  [i  ]  Hot  by  any  Thing  he  canojjtr 
§,  3.  [2.]  Nor  by  any  Thing  he  can  endure .  §.  4.  [3.]  A  or 
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by  any  Thing  he  can  do  in  the  Courfe  of  future  Duty.  §.  £. 

'  [4.]  Nor  by  any  Alliance  with  Fellow- Sinners,  on  Earth,  or  in 
Hell.  §.  6, — 8.  [5-]  Nor  by  any  Interpojition,  or  lnterceffion% 
of  Angels  or  Saints  in  his  Favour.  §.  9  Hint  of  ihe  only  Me - 
thod,  to  be  afterwards  more  largely  explained.  Ibid.  Llhe  La¬ 
mentation  of  a  Sinner  in  this  miferable  Condition . 

$.  i.QINNER,  Thou  haH:  heard  the  Sentence  of  God,  as  it 
1^5  ftands  upon  Record  in  His  facred  and  immutable  Word. 
And  wilt  thou  lie  down  under  it  in  everlafting  Delpair  ?  Wilt 
thou  make  no  Attempt  to  be  delivered  from  it,  when  it  fpeaks 
BOthing  lefs  than  Eternal  Death  to  thy  Soul  ?  If  a  Criminal, 
condemned  by  human  Laws,  has  but  the  lead;  Shadow  of  Hope, 
that  he  may  poffibly  efcape,  he  is  all  Attention  to  it.  If  there 
be  a  Friend,  who  he  thinks  can  help  him,  with  what  ftrong 
Importunity  does  he  intreat  the  Interpofnion  of  that  Friend  5 
And  even  while  he  is  before  the  Judge,  how  difficult  is  it  often 
to  force  him  away  from  the  Bar,  while  the  Cry  of  Mercy ,  Mercy , 
Mercy,  may  be  heard,  though  it  be  never  fo  unfeafonable  ?  A 
jneer  PoJJibility  that  it  may  make  feme  Im predion,  makes  him 
eager  in  it,  and  unwilling  to  be  filenced  and  removed. 

$.  2.  Wilt  thou  not  then,  Oh  Sinner,  ’ere  yet  Execution 
is  done,  that  Execution  which  may  perhaps  be  done  this  very 
Day,  wilt  thou  not  'caft  about  in  thy  Thoughts,  what  Meafures 
may  be  taken  for  Deliverance?  Yet  what  Meafures  can  be 
taken  ?  Confider  attentively,  for  it  is  an  Affair  of  Moment. 
Thy  Wifdom,  thy  Power,  thy  Eloquence,  or  thine  Intereft, 
can  never  be  exerted  on  a  greater  Occafion.  If  thou  can  ft  help 
thy f elf,  do.  If  thou  haft  any  fecret  Source  of  Relief,  go  not 
ait  of  thyfelf  for  other  Affiftance.  If  thou  haft  any  Sacrifice  to 
offer  ;  if  thou  haft  any  Strength  to  exert  ;  yea,  if  thou  haft  any 
Allies  on  Earth,  or  in  the  Inviftble  World,  who  can  defendand 
deliver  thee  1  take  thine  own  Way,  fo  that  thou  mayeft  but  be 
delivered  at  all,  and  we  may  not  fee  thy  Ruin.  But  fay.  Oh 
Sinner,  in  the  Prefence  of  God,  what  Sacrifice  thou  unit  pre- 
fent,  what  Strength  thou  wilt  exert,  what  Allies  thou  wilt  have 
recourfe  to,  on  fo  urgent,  fo  hopelefs  an  Occafion  :  For  hopelefs 
I  muft  indeed  pronounce  it,  if  fuch  Methods  are  taken. 

§•  3».  The  fuftice  of  GOD  is  injured  :  Haft  thou  any  Atone¬ 
ment  to  make  to  it  ?  If  thou  waft  brought  to  an  Enquiry  and 
Propofal  like  that  of  the  awakened  Sinner,  Wherewith  Jhali 
1  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow  myfelf  before  the  high  GOD  ? 
Shall  1  cyme  before  him  with  Burnt -Offerings }  with  Calves  of  a 

~ E  3  --  Tear 


,y  : 


A*  ,  V\, 


54  He  has  no  Sacrifice  to  atone  for  Sin .  Ch.  yf 

Lo;ibe  Thoufands  of  Rams,  or 

great  a  P ftf  if  TVi  °U  ?  M  Alas>  wcrt  ** 
LfeLl,  r  a  e'“",h',ra  df’  and  couldft  thou  indeed  pur- 

tion  them  C/  /CS  35  u’  th7e  WOuld  beno  Room  t0  n!cn' 
lion  them.  Lebanon  would  not  be  fuffcimt  to  burn,  nor  all  the 

Bcaf.s  thereof for a  Burnt  -Offering,  [bj  Even  under  that  Dif- 

Cafes  //":  iff / az!m/;“ed /nd  re<3uired  Sacrifices  in  feme 
Offender  f  f  f We/  GM/J,  though  it  exempted  the 
„d7  f!°“  farther  Temporal  Punifhmem,  fW4/  L  take 

in  the  SioJp"  fr?r  Prevad  by  £ny  Means  to  purge  the  Confcience 
lllft  %  n  °f  C0D •  And  tbat  Soul>  that  had  done  ought 

n0t  a'l0VVed  t0  brinS  any  Sin-Offering 
•  Ilf'  at  ah.  but  was  condemned  to  die 

know*  .1  TT  d^mN°W  G°D  2nd  thine  ovvn  Confcience 
- 1  ’  tn3t  thme  Qffences  have  not  been  merely  the  Errors 
gnorance  and  Inadvertency,  but  that  thou  haft  finned  <with 

IIIIaa  \n  re,Pea£ed  aggravated  Inflances,  as  thou  haft  ac- 

T - Sh0u!dft  thou  add>  "Muhe  wretched 

defenbed  above.  Shall  1  give  my  firfl -born  for  my  Tranf- 
grejj.on,  the  fruit  of  my  Body  for  the  Sin  of  my  Soul  ?  [el  What 
cou,d  the  Blood  of  a  beloved  Child  do  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  but  dye 
rimes  fo  much  the  deeper,  and  add  a  yet  unknown  Elorror 
f.lern  ^  ^ou  half  offended  a  Being  of  infinite  Majefty  ;  and 
1  *  fp“  is  t0  exfBted  h  Blood,  it  muff  be  by  another 
im  °J  Blood,  th an  that  which  flows  in  the  Veins  of  thy  Chil- 
eiien,  or  in  thine  own. 

C  j',t .  WlLT  thou  then  Mer  thyfdf  til!  thou  had  made  full 

cfn  dl,°n  ‘  Bllt  w^ere  fliall  that  Satisfa&ion  be  made  ?- _ _ 

vma.ll  it  be  by  any  Calamities  to  be  endured  in  this  mortal 
momentary  Life  ?  Is  the  Judies  of  God  then  efleemed  fo  little 
a  j.  il3ng’  thatr  £he  Sorrows  of  a  few  Days  fhould  fuftice  to 

anlwer  its  Demands  ? - Or  doll  thou  think  of  future  Sufferings, 

ln  -rx"Bble  World  ?  If  thou  doll,  that  is  not  Deliverance  ; 
and;  W]t^  Regard  to  that  I  may  venture  to  fay.  When  thou  haft 
made  full  Satisfaction,  thou  wilt  be  releafed  ;  When  thou  haft 
fend  the  utmojl  Farthing  of  that  Debt,  thy  Frifon  Doors  (hall  be 
opened.  In  the  mean  time,  thou  mu  ft  make  thy  Bed  in  Hell  :  [f] 
And,  Oh  unhappy  Man,  wilt  thou  lie  down  there,  with  a  fecret 
Hope,  that  the  Moment  will  come,  when  the  Rigour  of  Divine 
juftice  will  not  be  able  to  inflid  any  Thing  more  than  thou 
h,iL  sntiUi cci,  ana  when  thou  mayelt  claim  thy  Difcharge  as  a 

^  £  ££  j* 

[uj  Mic.  vl.  6,  7.  [b]  I(ai.  xl.  1 6.  [c]  Heb.  x.  4 


[dj  '  N  umb.  xv.  30, 


[e]  Mic.  vi.  7.  [f]  Pul.  cxxnx.  S. 


Ch.  7.  No  Sufferings  of  his  own  will  Jove  him ,  Sec. 


Matter  of  Right  ?  It  would  indeed  be  well  for  thee,  if  thou 
could  carry  down  with  thee  fuch  a  Hope,  falfe  and  flattering 
as  it  is ;  But  alas,  thou  wilt  fee  Things  in  fo  juft  a  Light,  that 
to  have  no  Comfort  but  this9  will  be  eternal  Defpair.  That  one 
Word  of  thy  Sentence,  Everlasting  Fire  ;  that  one  Declara¬ 
tion,  The  Worm  dieth  not ,  and  the  Fire  is  not  quenched  ;  will  be 
fujjicient  to  ftrike  fuch  a  Thought  into  blank  Confulion,  and  to 
overwhelm  thee  with  hopelefs  Agony  and  Horror. 

§.  5.  Or  do  you  think,  that  your  future  Reformation 9  and 
Diligence  in  Duty  for  the  Time  to  come9  will  procure  your  Dif 
charge  from  this  Sentence  ?  Take  heed,  Sinner,  what 'Kind  of 
Obedience  thou  thinkeft  of  offering  to  an  holy  God.  That 
mull  be  fpotlefs  and  compleat,  which  his  Infinite  San&ity  can 
approve  and  accept,  if  he  confider  thee  in  thyfelf  alone  :  There 
muft  be  no  Inconftancy,  no  Forgetfulnefs,  no  Mixture  of  Sin,* 
attending  it.  And  wilt  thou,  enfeebled  as  thou  art,  by  fo 
much  Original  Corruption,  and  fo  many  finful  Habits  contracted 
by  innumerable  a&ual  Tranfgreftions,  undertake  to  render  fuch. 
an  Obedience,  and  that  for  all  the  Remainder  of  thy  Life  ? 
In  vain  wouldft  thou  attempt  it,  even  for  one  Day,  New 
Guilt  would  immediately  plunge  thee  into  new  Ruin.  But  if 
it  did  not  ;  if  from  this  Moment  to  the  very  End  of  thy  Life 
all  were  as  compleat  Obedience  as  the  Law  of  God  required 
from  Adam  in  Paradiie,  would  that  be  fufficient  to  caned  pajl 
Guilt  ?  Would  it  difeharge  an  old  Debt,  that  thou  hadft  not 
contracted  a  new  one  ?  Offer  this  to  thy  Neighbour ,  and  fee  if 
he  will  accept  it  for  Payment ;  and  if  he  will  not,  wilt  thou  pre¬ 
fume  to  offer  it  to  thy  God  ! 

^  §.  6.  But  I  will  not  multiply  Words  on  fo  plain  a  SubjeCL 
\v  hile  I  fpeak  thus,  Time  is  palling  away,  Death  preffes  on,  and 
Judgment  is  approaching.  And  what  can  fave  thee  from  thefe 
awful  Scenes,  or  what  can  proted  thee  in  them  ?  Can  the  World 
fave  thee  ?  that  vain  deluffve  Idol  of  thy  Wilhes  and  Purfuits* 
to  wnich  thou  art  facrificing  thine  Eternal  Hopes  ?  Well  doll* 
thou  know,  that  it  will  utterly  forfake  thee,  when  thou  needed 
it  moff  ;  and  that  not  one  of  its  Enjoyments  can  be  carried 
along  witn  thee  into  the  Invifible  State  :  No,  not  fo  much  as 
a  Tiiffe  to  remember  it  by  ;  if  thou  couldftdeffre  to  remember 

fo  inconftant,  and  fo  treacherous  a  Friend,  as  the  World  has. 
been. 

§.  7.  And  when  you  are  dead,  or  when  you  are  dying,  can 
your  finfui  Companions  feme  you  P  Is  there  any  oneofthema 
if  hs  were  ever  fo  defirous  of  doing  it,  that  can  give  unto  GOD 

E  4  '  « 


P  Bis  Fellow.  Creatures  cannot  help  him.  Ch  f, 
eRanJopt  fir  you,  (g)  to  deliver  you  from  going  down  to  th, 

b^JlZ  H‘ll?  A.as/yof  wirpro'  a  f; 

oe  io  Jeniible  of  this,  that  when  you  lie  on  the  Border  of  the 
a  e,  you  will  be  unwilling  to  fee,  or  to  converfe  with  thofe 

*  we’e  on,ce  y°ur  favourite  Companions.  They  will  afflv> 
you  rather  than  relieve  you,  even  then  :  How  much  efs  cat 

they  relieve  you  before  the  Bar  of  God,  when  they  are  over 

Whelmed  with  their  own  Condemnation  ?  *  ** 

be  Tar  ’froil/an  fweri  °f  Darknefs,  you  are  fure,  they  will 

has  been  watch y  .Indination  t0  hdP  you.  '  Satan 

will  rn'nm  fch'nS  ar|d  labouring  for  your  Beftruaion,  and  he 

cable  Confe  1 u  ^Ut  ‘  tbere  C0U^  be  any  ti)inS  °f  an  ami- 
^  D Cy  bet^een  y°u>  what  would  that  be,  but  an 

will  alfo  be  ‘/A  S-'V  F°r  t!le  Bay  of  Judgment  of  ungodly  Men, 

r„  thidr  /  7nlT  0f  thefC  rthMoUS  W'  ■’  and  the  Fire 
Z7r,  A°h,Slnner-  depart,  is  that  which  was  ire- 
tarld  far  ‘h‘  Devi!  and  his  Angels,  (h)  .  * 

internnfh  1  ^  V*  CeleJiial  SPirits  then  farve  ihee  ?  will  they 

interpofe  tneir  Power,  or  their  Prayers,  in  thy  Favour?  An 
Imerpofition  of  Power,  when  Sentence  is  gone  forth  aaainft 

1'Hv  ZT  3n^a  r-f  Rebeliion  again(f  Heaven,  which  diefe 
ho  y  and  excellent  Creatures  would  abhor.  And  when  the  fi¬ 
nal  Picture  of  the  Judge  is  known,  inftead  of  interceding  in 
am  for  the  wretched  Criminal,  they  would  rather,  with  ardent 
^es  for  the  Glory  of  their  Lord,  and  cordial  Acquiefcence  in 
e  Determination  of  his  Wifdom  and  juftice,  prepare  to  execute 
.  .  ^  etsincult  as  it  may  at  prefent  be  to  conceive  it,  it  is  a 
curiam  ruth,  that  the  Servants  of  Chrif,  who  now  molt  ten¬ 
der, y  love  you  and  moll  affeflionately  feek  your  Salvation  ; 
not  excepting  thofe,  who  are  allied  to  you  in  the  neared  Bonds 
of  Nature,  or  of  Fnendfhip  ;  even  they  fhal!  put  their  Amen  :a 
,  '  Inclee(f  their  Bowels  yearn  over  you,  and  their  Eye 

ftmretn  out  tears  on  your  Account  ;  Now  they  expodulate  with 
you,  and  p,ead  with  God  for  you,  if  by  any  Means,  while  yet 
£pCre.  ?D  y°11  niay  be  plucked  as  a  Firebrand  cut  of  the 

burning,  (j)  But  alas,  their  Remonftrances  you  will  not  re- 

wi  ’  ;and  a;  for  ^ir  layers,  what  fhould  they  a  Ik  for  you  ? 

.  ia^  l^at  you  may  fee  yourfelves  to.  be  undone  > 

and  that’  m^]y  defpairing  of  any  Help  from  yourfelves,  or  from 

any.  Cfeatfd  P™9r>  y°u  may  ]ie  before  God  in  Humility  and 
^.rokennCrS  o,  iieart  ;  that  lubmitting  yourfelves  to  his  righteous 
Judgment,  and  in  an  utter  Renunciation  of  all  Self- Dependence , 

a  and 

t&j  Pt&l,  xlix.  y*  (bj  Matt,  xxv,  41,  (i)  Amos  iv\  ii« 
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7,  Voe  Sinner's  Lamentation  in  his  Mifery.  5  f 

gnd  of  all  Creature -Dependance,  you  may  lift  up  an  humble  Look 
towards  Him,  as  almoft  from  the  Depths  of  Hell ,  if  peradventure 
He  may  have  Companion  upon  you,  and  may  Himfeif  direct 
you  to  that  only  Method  of  Refcue,  which,  while  Things  conti¬ 
nue  as  in  prefent  Circumflances  they  are,  neither  Earth,  nor 
Hell,  nor  Heaven  can  afford  you. 

The  Lamentation  of  a  Sinner ,  in  this  mi [er able  Condition . 

“  H  doleful,  uncomfortable,  helplefs  State  !  Oh  Wretch 
“  that  I  am,  to  have  reduced  myfelf  to  it !  Poor,  empty, 

“  miferable,  abondon’d  Creature  !  Where  is  my  Pride,  and 
the  Haughtinefs  of  my  Heart  ?  Where  are  my  Idol  Deities, 
€f  whom  1  have  loved ,  and  ferved ,  after  whom  1  have  walked , 
“  and  whom  1  have  fought,  (k)  whilft  I  have  been  multiplying 
t(  my  Tranfgreffions  againft  the  Majefty  of  Heaven  ?  Is  there 
“  no  Heart  to  have  Companion  upon  me  ?  Is  there  no  Hand 
“  to  fave  me  ?  Have  Pity  upon  me,  have  Pity  upon  me.  Oh  my 
((  Friends,  for  the  Hand  of  GOD  hath  touched  me,  (1)  hath  feL 
“  zed  me  !  I  feel  it  preffmg  me  hard,  and  what  fhall  I  do  ? 
t(  Perhaps  they  have  Pity  upon  me  :  But  alas,  how  feeble  a 
*€  Companion  J  Only,  if  there  be  any  where  in  the  whole  Com- 
“  pafs  of  Nature  any  Help,  tell  me  where  it  may  be  found  !  Oh 
“  point  it  out  ;  diredl  me  towards  it ;  or  rather,  confounded 
and  ailonifhed  as  my  Mind  is,  take  me  by  the  Hand,  and  lead 
“  me  to  it ! 

“  Oh  ye  Miniflers  of  the  Lord,  whole  Office  it  is  to  guide 
u  and  comfort  diftrsffed  Soul?,  take  Pity  upon  me  /  I  fear,  I 
“  am  a  Pattern  of  many  other  helplefs  Creatures,  who  have  the 
“  like  Need  of  your  Affiftance.  Lay  afide  your  other  Cares, 
9t  to  care  for  my  Soul  ;  to  care  for  this  precious  Soul  of  mine, 
“  which  lies  as  it  were  bleeding  to  Death,  (if  that  Expreffioti 
may  be  ufed,)  while  you  perhaps  hardly  afford  me  a  Look  ; 
**  or  glancing  an  Eye  upon  me,  pafs  over  to  the  ether  Side,  (m) 
“  Yet,  alas,  in  a  Cafe  like  mine,  what  can  your  Interpofition 
avail,  if  it  be  alone  ?  If  the  LORD  do  not  help  me,  how  can 
ye  help  me  ?  (n) 

Oh  GOD  of  the  Spirits  of  all  Flefh ,  (0)  I  lift  up  mine 
Lyes  unto  Thee,  and  cry  unto  thee  as  out  of  the  Belly  of 
“  Hell,  (p)  I  cry  unto  Thee  at  leak  from  the  Borders  of  it. 
€f  a'  ec  while  I  lie  before  Thee  in  this  infinite  Diftrefs,  I  know, 

“  that 

(k)  Jer.  viii.  2.  (1)  Job  xix.  21.  (m)  Luke  x.  31, 

(n)  2  Kings  vi.  27.  (o)  Numb.  xvi.  2.  (p)  Jonah  ii.  2. 
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that  Thine  Almighty  Power  and  hnnnrli.r. 

out  a  Way  for  my  Recovery  6  3  ^  Can  MI  ^ 

“  Thou  art  He,  whom  I  have  moil  of  all  injured  „*■ 
ted  and  yet  from  thee  alone  muft  1  Jw  Z  rS°T 

Sigh/;  (q)  fo  that  thou  Zltefl  t  'V/l  dT  Erlinlb? 

thing  that  fecretly  draw  me  to  thee  «  ifi  ■  ,  f  T  f°me' 
there,  where  I  have  deferved  the  matt  m,ght  find  Refcue 

the  Heavens  are  above  the  FnrtU  (a  zj  *  ,  7  > 

fore  *io»  oa  rnn  ,  A’  (s;  Ha™  there- 

«*»»  i-^S/T/r/fZTrZit,  fti-  "■ 

r  2? Pah  °*  •/  -  oh‘r;i>  T^”,' 

the  Way  eater  laf mg  /  (u)  I  know  in  ,  /  ‘  V* 

.S  the,„/y  H  :  Oh  teach  Thy  Servants  to  adminffterf- 
Oh  prepare  mine  Heart  to  receive  it  !  and  fuffer  not  as  in 
many  Inffances,  that  Malignity  which  has  fpread  itfelfthro’ 
ali  my  Nature,  to  turn  that  noble  Medicine  into  Poifon  V» 

1’  P(»i  Piai.  cS,S°faf '  ’•  ^  8>  ?•  Cl 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

News  of  Salvation  by  Christ  brought 

to  the  convinced  and  condemned 
Sinner. 

\ 

The  awful  Things  which  haw  hitherto  been  faid,  intended  not  to 
gnew,  ht  to  help.  4  , .  After  fo,ne  Region  on  the  Plea- 

JZ  Zth  5 • V  ;  °ft  th\  G°Ipelmay  ddi™  th‘  Mel. 

tt  R  drr  hJH  '!  Char/d\  $•  2-  **Jfo*e  Reafons  for 
UK  Repetition  of  what  ,t  tn  Speculation  Jo  generally  know,,, 

$•  3- 


Ch.  8.  The  News  of  Salvation  publifed.  59 

§.  3.  T he  Author  proceeds  briefly  to  declare  the  Sub  fiance  of 
thej'e  glad  Tidings  ;  viz.  That  GOD ,  having  in  his  Infinite 
Companion  fent  his  Son  to  die  for  Sinners ,  is  novj  reconciteable 
through  Him  ,*  §•  4'“'^*  that  the  mojt  heinous  Franfgre  (  ~ 

fions  f jail  be  entirely  pardoned  to  Believers ,  and  they  made  corn- 
pleat  ly  and  eternally  happy.  §.  7,  8.  The  Sinners  Rejlettioit 
on  this  good  News. 

1.  1%  yTY  dear  Reader  !  It  is  the  great  Defign  of  the 
jItjL  Gofpel,  and  where  ever  it  is  cordially  received,  it 
is  the  glorious  Effect  of  it,  to  fill  the  Heart  with  Sentiments  of 
Love  ;  to  teach  us  to  abhor  all  unneceffary  Rigour  and  Seve¬ 
rity,  and  to  delight,  not  in  the  Grief,  but  in  the  Happinefs  of 
our  Fellow- Creatures.  I  can  hardly  apprehend,  how  he  can  be 
a  Chrifiian ,  who  takes  Pleafure  in  the  Diftrefs  which  appears 
even  in  a  Brute ;  much  lefs  in  that  of  a  Human  Mind  ;  and  efpe- 
cially,  in  fuch  Difire fs  as  the  Thoughts  I  have  been  propofing 
mull  give,  if  there  be  any  due  Attention  to  their  Weight  and 
Energy.  I  have  often  felt  a  tender  Regret,  while  I  have  been 
reprefenting  thefe  Things  ;  and  I  could  have  wijhed  from  mine 
Heart,  that  it  had  not  been  necejfiary  to  have  placed  them  in  fo 
fevere  and  fo  painful  a  Light.  But  now  I  am  addrefiing  myielf 
to  a  Part  of  my  Work,  which  I  undertake  with  unutterable 
Pleafure  ;  and  to  that,  which  indeed  I  had  in  View,  in  all  thofe 
awful  Things  which  I  have  already  been  laying  before  you.  I 
have  been  fhewing  you,  that,  if  you  hitherto  have  lived  in  a 
State  of  Impenitency  and  Sin,  you  are  condemned  by  God’s 
righteous  Judgment,  and  have  in  yourfelf  no  Spring  of  Hope, 
and  no  Pofiibility  of  Deliverance  :  But  I  mean  not  to  leave  you 
under  this  fad  Apprehenfion,  to  lie  down  and  die  in  Defpair, 
complaining  of  that  cruel  Zeal,  which  has  tormented  you  before 
tfe  lime,  (a) 

§.  2.  Arise,  Oh  thou  dcjedled  Soul,  that  art  profirate  in  the 
Dull  before  God,  and  trembling  under  the  Terrors  of  His  Righ¬ 
teous  Sentence  ;  for  I  am  com  mi  {Honed  to  tell  thee,  that  though 
thou  haft  defiroyed  thyfelf,  in  GOD  is  thine  Help,  (b)  I  bring 
thee  good  Tidings  of  great  Joy ,  (c)  which  delight  mine  own 
Heart,  wfyile  I  proclaim  them,  and  will  1  hope  reach,  and  re¬ 
vive  thine  ;  even  the  Tidings  of  Salvation,  by  the  Blood  and 
Right  ecu  fnefs  of  the  Redeemer.  And  I  give  it  thee,  for  thy 
'greater  Security,  in  the  Words  of  a  gracious  and  forgiving  God, 

that 

(a)  Matth.  viii,  29,  (b)  Bof.  xiii.  9,  (c)  Luke  ii,  10. 
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COD  has  Jent  his  Son  to  die  for  Sinmrs.  Ch.  g. 

tliat  He  is  in  Cbrijl  reconciling  the  World  unto  himfelf  and  not  im 
flit ing  to  them  their  T re fpaffes.  (d)  J  * 

•  3'  T«Isisthebeft  News  that  ever  was  heard  the  mod 
important  Meftage  which  God  ever  fent  to  his  Creatures  •  And 
though  I  donbt  not  at  all,  but  living,  as  you  have  done'  it , 
Chnilmn  Country  you  have  heard  it  often,  perhaps  a  Thoufand 
and  a  Thoufand  1  ,mes  {  I  will,  with  ail  Simplicity  and  plain 
nefs,  repeat  it  to  you  again,  and  repeat  it  as  if  yiu  had  never 
heard  ,t  before  If  thou,  Oh  Sinner,  fhouldft  now  for  the  fir? 
Time  feel  it,  then  will  it  be  „  *  Nlw  Go/pel  unto  thee  though 
fofamihar  to  thine  Ear;  nor  fhall  it  be  griLus  for  J toS 
what  is  fo  common,  f  nee  to  you  it  is  %ft  and  neceffary  VeJ 

•  n  7j  are  d!eepIy  3nd  lntimate,y  acquainted  with  it 

inSd  p£?E  ^  a  anr  fatfrd’  Wil1  hear  11  with  diftin! 
g  ed  Pieafure  ;  and  as  for  thofe  who  have  hitherto  fliohted 

it,  I  air.  fure  they  had  Need  to  hear  it  again.  Nor  is  it  abso¬ 
lutely  lmpoffible,  that  feme  one  Soul  at  lead  may  read  thefe 
Lines,  who  hath  never  been  clearly  and  fully  inftrufted  in  this 
important  Doctrine, though  his  enjcrlaliing  All  depends  on  know- 

ore  a^nrECefTn8  1  'y1”  therefore  take  Care,  that  fuch  a 
one  (hal!  not  have  „  to  plead  at  the  Bar  of  God,  that  though 

he  l.vetl  in  a  Chriftian  Country,  he  was  never  plainly  and  faith¬ 
fully  taught  the  Doftrme  of  Salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  the 

Iflther^ ({r)Utb’and‘he  Ufe’  ^  ™b°m  al0ne  ™  «*"  »»to.  the 

h.  4-1  do  therefore  teftify  unto  you  this  Day.  that  the 
ho.y  and  gracious  Majcfty  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  forefeein?  the 
fa.a.  Apojlacy  into  which  the  whole  Human  Race  wouId°fall 
dia  not  determine  to  deal  in  a  Way  of  drift  and  riaOr0Us  Se¬ 
venty  with  us,  io  as  to  confign  us  over  to  mimerfal  Ruin  and 
tne-Tjitnbie  Damnation:  But  on  the  contrary,  he  determined  to 
enter  into  a  J  reaty  of  Peace  and  Reconciliation,  and  to  publilh 
to  ad,  whom  the  Goipel  fliould  reach,  the  exfrefs  Offers  of  life 
and  Glory,  in  a  certain  Method,  which  his  Infinite  Wifdom 
juagea  fuitable  to  the  Purity  of  his  Nature,  and  the  Honour  of 
bis  Government.  This  Method  was  indeed  a  moft  aftonifhinz 
one,  which,  familiar  as  it  is  to  our  Thoaghts  and  our  Tongues 
J  cannot  recodefi  and  mention  without  great  Amavement  He 
determined  to  lend  His  o-ivn  Son  into  the  World ,  the  Brioh/nefs 
of  his  Glory,  and  the  exprefs  Image  of  his  Per/on,  (o  )  Partaker 
of  his  own  Divine  Perfections  and  Honours,  to  be  not  merely 

ffl  f.?',  V:  '5-  (')  m.  ..  (!)  John  m.  i. 
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fbt  Sufferings  that  Chrift  endured 
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a  Teacher  of  Riehteoafnefs,  and  a  Meffenger  of  Grace,  but  alfo 
*  Sacrifice  for  the  Sins  of  Men  ;  and  would  content  to  his  fav- 
jng  them,  on  no  other  Condition  but  this,  that  he  fliould  noc 

•nly  labour,  but  die  in  the  Caule.  T  -  . 

4.  r  Accordingly,  at  fuch  a  Period  of  Time  as  Inunito 

Wifdom  faw  moft  convenient,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  appeared 
in  Human  Fleffis  and  after  he  had  gone  through  inceliant,  and 
long  continued  Fatigues,  and  borne  all  the  preceding  Injuries, 
which  the  Ingratitude  and  Malice  of  Men  could  mfiidl,  he  vo¬ 
luntarily  fubmitted  himfelf  to  Death ,  even  the  Death  of  the  Crojs ; 
(hi  and  having  been  delivered  for  our  Offences,  avas  raifed  again 
for  our  Juftifi cation,  (i )  After  his  Refurredion,  he  continued 
Jong  enough  on  Earth  to  giv*  his  Followers  moft  convincing 
Evidences  of  it,  and  then  afeended  into  Heaven  in  their  Sight  ; 
(k )  and  fent  dovun  his  Spirit  from  thence  upon  his <  Apoftles . 
to  enable  them,  in  the  moft  perfuaftve  and  authoiitative  Man¬ 
ner,  to  preach  the  Gofpel :  ( 1 )  And  he  has  given  it  in  Charge 
to  them,  and  to  thofe  who  in  every  Age  fuccced  them  in  this 
Part  of  their  Office,  that  it  ffiould  be  publiffied  to  every  Crea¬ 
ture  ;  ( mj  that  all  who  believe  in  it  may  be  faved,  by  V  irtue 
of  its  abiding  Energy,  and  the  immutable  Power  and  Grace  of 
its  Divine  Author,  who  is  the  fame  Yefterday ,  To-day)  and  for 
ever,  fnj 

§.  6.  This  Gofpel  do  I  therefore  novo  preachy  and  proclaim 
unto  thee ,  Oh  Reader,  with  the  fincereft  Defire,  that,  thro'  Di¬ 
vine  Grace,  it  may  this  very  Day  be  Salvation  to  thy  Soul  (o)» 
Know  therefore,  and  coniider  it,  whofoever  thou  art,  that  a» 
furely  as  thefe  Words  sre  now  before  thine  Eyes,  fo  fure  it  is, 
that  the  incarnate  Son  of  God  was  made  a  Spediacle  to  the  World \ 
find  to  Angels ,  and  to  Men  (p)  ;  his  Back  torn  with  Scourges,  hia 
Head  with  Thorns,  his  Limbs  ftretched  out  as  on  a  Rack,  and 
nailed  to  the  accurfed  Tree  ;  and  in  this  milerable  Condition 
he  was  hung  up  by  his  Elands  and  his  Feet,  as  an  Objed  of 
publick  Infamy  and  Contempt.  Thus  did  he  die,  in  the  Mid  ft 
of  all  the  Taunts  and  Infults  of  his  cruel  Enemies',  who  third- 
ed  for  his  Blood  5  and,  which  was  the  faddeft  Circumftance  of 
all,  in  the  Midll  of  thefe  Agonies,  with  which  he  doled  th© 
moft  innocent,  perfed,  and  ufeftil  Life  that  was  ever  fpent  upon 
Earth,  he  had  not  thofe  Supports  of  the  Divine  Prefence,  which 

iinfui  Men  have  often  experienced,  when  they  have  been  fufter- 

ing 

(h)  Phi!,  ii.  8.  (\)  Rom.  iv.  25.  (k)  Ads  i.  9,-11. 

(3)  Luke  xxiv.  40.  (m)  Mark  xvi.  15.  (n)  Eleb.  xiii. 

(0)  Luke  xix.  9.  (p)  1  Cor.  iv.  9. 
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tvere  defjgned  to  atone  for  Sin. 


Ch.  3- 

“w“rrf • Thef  ito  «'» 

■hdr  Ernmcm  hm  been  glLtm.hlTfeS'lhu'r’ 

dally  grievous  f  but 1 Torment*  arcifi 

^  his  fpotlefs  and  holy  Souf  M?  GOD  rnk  “  ?e,D,ftrefi 
forfaken  me  (q)  }  ^  >  y  OD,  my  GOD ,  *wby  baji  thou 

s* ttfi;  D°rii£S|;skp#'%; 

^ed  thus  ?  And  why  did  he  buffer  and  de'  tf  f  “d 
God’s  own  Words,  He  n,Jas  mounded  ft  curttZZ IT  1 

XL  21  htZt  /Tf ’•  ^  tb‘ Chafifement'fL  Peace 

the  W  , bru  t  - b  f‘npCS  ?'  miSht  be  he“X--  ft  f  leafed 

'Soul  an  OffeZl fZr  l  P1  2  1  Gr.irf>  ^  he  nad/his 
§f  au  /  r \  ,  //?r’  or  t  je  Lord  laid  on  him  the  Iniquity 

AnoRle  Be  >  ;°  hat  1  may  addrefs  you  in  the  Words  of  the 
pokle  Be  it  kfiO'ivn  unto  you  therefore,  that  through  this  Man  ts 

Eflrr/^ Frgrnef5 of w >*  -  *™**&z. 

LtZf  2  ff  bf  freachtd  ln  his  N™  a“  Nations,  be. 

fo  latel' l/Xf  f  f}  ?  tbe  Very  Place>  'vli£re  his  Blood  had 
Jo  lately  been  (hed  m  fuch  a  cruel  Manner.  I  do  therefore  tef 

t,fy  t0  y°f’ln  Words  of  another  infpired  Writer  hat  W 

A,  )  .  ■  I  made  ,he  PftghUcfnfs  of  GOD  in  him 

th/j tonem'  r  |‘!10UEh. the  Rlghteou(nefS  he  has  fulfilled  and 

he  Atonemen.  he  has  made,  we  might  be  accepted  by  God  as 

VcvTd  Snd  b£  “?*  Pardoned>  but  received  into  his  Fa- 
v„  OK  r,"  the  Word  of  this  Sahation  fent  (xj  ;  and  to 

God  •  fi  TL  thr  B,ieffinSs  of  k  even  mvv  offered  by 

the  former^  if  ■  ^  ^  that  1  ha™  faid  Und" 

tuefoner  Heads,  .t  is  not  your  having  broken  the  Law  of 

God,  that  (had  prove  your  Ruin,  if  you  do  not  alfo  reied  his 

r-°tJe  A  Ic  Is  n°t  alJ  t!lo!e  Legions  of  Sins,  which  rife  up  in 
L. tele  Array  agamft  you,  that  iliall  be  able  to  deftroy  you  if 
Unbelief  do  not  lead  them  on,  and  final  Imfenitency  do  not  bring 
op  the  Rear.  I  know,  that  Guilt  is  a  timorous  Thing  ;  1  wil! 
therefore  fpeak :  in  the  Words  of  God  himfelf ;  nor  can  any  be 
more  comfortable  :  He  that  belie-vetb  on  the  Son,  hath  eJlafi- 

(q)  Mat*.  xxvii.  4 6.  (r)  Ifai.  liii.  5>  6,  to.  (s)  Aflf 

xm.  38.  (t)  Luke  nut.  47.  (u)  2  Cor.  v.  21.  (x)  Ads 

XiU.  26.  v  ' 


Ch.  S,  Whofoever  believes ,  J ball  be  Jawed .  E^ 

(  Z//<?  f y  J  ;  aW  he  Jhall  newer  come  into  Condemnation  f  zj  ; 

There  is  therefore  now  no  Condemnation ,  no  Kind  or  Degree  of  it, 
to  them ,  to  any  one  of  them,  who  are  in  Chriji  Jefus,  who  walk 
riot  after  the  Flefh ,  but  after  the  Spirit  (a).  You  have  indeed 
been  a  very  great  Sinner,  and  your  Offences  have  truly  been 
attended  with  moft  heinous  Aggravations  ;  neverthelefs  you 
may  rejoice  in  the  Affurance,  that  where  Sin  hath  abounded , 
there  Jhall  Grace  much  niore  abound  (h)  ;  that  where  Sin  hath 
reigned  unto  Death ,  where  it  has  its  moll  unlimited  Sway,  and 
moft  unrefilled  i  riumph,  there  Jhall  Right eoufnefs  reign  to  Eter¬ 
nal  Life  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  (c).  That  Right  eoufnefs  B 
to  which  on  believing  in  him  thou  wilt  be  intitled,  lhall  not  only 
break  thofe  Chains,  by  which  Sin  is  ( as  it  were )  dragging 
thee  at  its  Chariot- Wheels  with  a  furious  Pace  to  Eternal  Ruin  ; 
but  it  lhall  clothe  thee  with  the  Robes  of  Salvation,  lhall  fix 
thee  on  a  Throne  of  Glory,  where  thou  fhalt  live  and  reign  for 
ever  among  the  Princes  of  Heaven  ;  fhalt  reign  in  immortal 
Beauty  and  Joy,  without  one  remaining  Scar  of  Divine  Difplea- 
fure  upon  thee  ;  without  any  fingle  Mark,  by  which  it  could 
be  known,  that  thou  hadll  ever  been  obnoxious  to  Wrath,  and 
a  Curfe  ;  except  it  be  an  Anthem  of  Praife,  to  the  Lamb  that 
was  fain,  and  has  wajhed  thee  from  thy  Sins  in  his  own  Blood.  (d) 

§•  S.  Nor  is  it  neceffary,  in  order  to  thy  being  releafed  from 
Guilt,  and  intitled  to  this  high  and  compleat  Felicity,  that  thou 
fhouldft,  before  thou  wilt  venture  to  apply  to  Jefus,  bring  any 
good  Works  of  thine  own  to  recommend  thee  to  his  Acceptance. 
1l  is  indeed  true,  that  if  thy  Faith  be  fincere,  it  will  certainly 
produce  them  :  But  I  have  the  Authority  of  the  Word  of  Goo 
to  tell  thee,  that  if  thou  this  Day  fincerely  bcliewef  in  the  Name 
of  the  Son  of  GOD,  thou  fhalt  this  Day  be  taken  under  his  Care, 
and  be  numbered  among  thofe  of  his  Sheep,  to  whom,  he  hath  graci- 
oufly  declared,  that  he  will  give  Eternal  Life ,  and  that  they  Jhall 
never  Jerijh  ( ej.  Thou  haft  no  Need  therefore  to  fay ,  Who  Jhall 
go  up  into  Heaven,  or  who  Jhall  dejeend  into  the  Deep  for  me  ? 
For  the  Word  is  nigh  thee ,  in  thy  Mouth ,  and  in  thine  Heart,  (f) 
With  this  joyful  Meffage  I  leave  thee  ;  with  this  faithful  Say - 
ing,  indeed  worthy  of  all  Acceptation  ( gj  ;  with  this  Gofpel , 

Oh  Sinner,  which  is  my  Life  ;  and  which,  if  thou  doft  not  reied 
it,  will  be  thine  too. 

The 

(y)  J°^n  ”■'*  3^*  (2)  John  v.  24.  (a)  Rom.  viii.  1. 

(b)  Rom.  v.  20.  (c)  Rom.  v.  21.  (d)  Rev.  i.  r. 

(e)  John  x.  2%.  (f)  Rom.  x.  6,  7,  8.  (g)  1  Tim.  i.  i£. 
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4  Iht  Sinner's  Rejuahk  oh  this  good  News'.  Ch.  Si 

Ihs  Sinner's  Reflection  on  this  good  New. 

H  my  Soul,  how  aftoniihing  is  the  MefTage,  which  thdu 
h~,  ha  '  ^  D-ay  recelvcd  !  1  have  indeed  often  heard  it 
•  rV  a"d  u  Is  Srown  <0  common  to  me,  that  the  Surprize 

hear°d  and  f  i  eft’,  °h  my  SouI’  what  i(  » thou*  hail 
heard  ,  and  fay,  whether  the  Name  of  the  Saviour,  whofe 

whenT  Ut ma{  r0t  WdI  beCaIIed  W^derful,Counfellor,  [h] 
when  he  difplays  before  thee  Juch  Wonders  of  Lo-ve  and  pro- 

poies  to  thee  fuch  Counfels  of  Peace  /  P 

leffed  Jefus,  is  it  indeed  thus  !  Is  it  not  the  Fiflion  of  the 
Human  Mind  ?  Surely  it  is  not  f  What  Human  Mind  could 

•  concdved  Jt  ?  h  «  a  plain,  certain  Faft, 

at  Thou  aidft  leave  the  Magnificence  and  Joy  of  the  Hea- 

,  "  J  T,\ond’.  ,n  Compaiiion  to  fuch  a  Wretch  as  I  r  Oh 

I  I  I  j  ’  fr°m  that  HeiSht  of  Dignity  and  Felicity,  only 
looked  down  upon  me  for  a  Moment,  and  fent  forne  oraci- 

,0usa  me  for  my  Direfi  ion  and  Comfort,  even  by  the 

ea  of  Servants,  juftly  might  I  have  proftrated  myfelf 
in  grateful  Admiration,  and  have  killed  the  -very  Foot /Ups  of 
im  that  publifoed  the  Salvation,  [i]  But  didil  thou  conde- 
cend  to  be  i  hyfelf  the  Meffenger  1  What  Grace  had  that 
been,  tnough  thou  hadft  but  once  in  Perfon  made  the  De¬ 
claration,  and  immediately  returned  back  to  the  Throne 
from  whence  Divine-  Compaffion  brought  Thee  down  1  But 
this  is  not  all  the  Triumph  of  Thine  illuftrious  Grace.  It 
not  only  brought  Thee  down  to  Earth,  but  kept  thee  here, 
in  a  frail  and  wretched  Tabernacle,  for  long  firccefiive  Years: 
And  at  length,  it  coif  Thee  thy  Life,  and  llretched  thee  out 
as  a  Maiefaiior  upon  the  Crofs,  after  thou  hadft  borne  Infuit 
and  Cruelty,  which  it  may  juftly  wound  my  Heart  fo  much 
as  to  think  of.  And  thus  thou  hail  atoned  injur’d  Juftice, 
and  redeemed  tne  to  COD  with  thine  own  Blood,  [jkj 

What  fhall  I  fay  >  Lord,  1  bclii-ve  ;  help  thou  mine  Unbelief  f  • 
LU  H  feems  to  put  Faith  to  the  Stretch  to  admit,  what  it 
indeed  exceeds  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  Imagination  to  con¬ 
ceive.  BiefTed,  for  ever  blefTed  be  Thy  Name,  Oh  Thou 
Father  of  Mtrcies,  that  Thou  bail  contrived  the  Way  1  Eter- 
nal  Thanks  to  the  Lamb  that  -was  [lain,  and  to  that  kind  Pro¬ 
vidence  that  jtnt  she  U ord  of  this  S ul-vaticn  to  me  I  Oh  let 
me  not,  for  I  en  Thomand  W’orlds,  recei-ve  the  Grace  of 

tt  QQiy 

[hj  Ifai.  is.  6.  [i]  Ifai.  lii.  7.  [k]  Rev.  v.  9.  [Ij  Mark 


L'h.  9. 
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he  Sinner  enquiring  kuhat  he  Jh'all  tid] 
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GOD  in  vain  f  (m)  Oh  imprcfs  this  Gofpel  upon  thy 
Soul,  till  its  faving  Virtue  be  diffufed  over  every  Faculty  f 
Let  it  not  only  be  heard,  and  acknowledged,  and  profefledj, 
but  felt  !  Make  it  thy  Power  to  my  eternal  Salvation  ;  (n) 
and  raife  me  to  that  humble  tender  Gratitude,  to  that  adtive 
unwearied  Zeal  in  Thy  Service,  which  becomes  one  to  whom 
fo  much  u  forgiven ,  (o)  and  forgiven  upon  fuch  Perms  as 
thefe  / 

“  I  feel  a  fudden  Glow  in  mine  Heart,  while  thefe  Tidings 
are  founding  in  mine  Ears  :  But,  Oh,  let  it  not  be  a  flight: 
fuperiicial  Tranfport  !  Oh  let  not  this,  which  I  would  fain 
call  my  Chriftian  Joy ,  be  as  that  foolifh  Laughter ,  with  which 
I  have  been  fo  madly  enchanted,  like  the  crackling  Blake  of 
Phoms  under  a  Pot  f  (p)  Oh  teach  me  to  fecure  this  mighty 
Bleffing,  this  glorious  Hope,  in  the  Method  which  Thou’half 
appointed  !  and  preferve  me  from  miftaking  the  Joy  of 
Nature ,  while  it  catches  a  Glimpfe  of  its  Refcue  from  De- 
ftrudtion,  for  that  Confent  of  Grace ,  which  embraces  and  in- 
fures  the  Peliverance. 


(m)  2  COr.  vi.  1. 
(p)  Ecclef.  vii.  6. 


(n)  Rom.  i.  16,  (0)  Luke  vii.  472’ 


<§&  cQ(b  r9Sb  cS& rQ&  i 


CHAP.  IX. 

A  more  particular  Account  of  the 
W ay,  by  which  this  Salvation  is  to 
be  obtained. 

'An  Enquiry  into  the  Way  of  Salvation  by  Chrijl  being  ffpofed, 
1.  The  Sinner  is  in  general  dire  died  to  Repentance  and  Fait  hi 
§.  2.  and  urged  to  give  up  all  SelfDependance ,  §.  3.  and 

to  Fen  Salvation  by  Free  Grace .  §.4*  ^  Summary  of  more 

particular  Dire  a  ions  is  propofed  :  §.5.  fi.J  That  the  Sin - 

ner  jhould  apply  to  Chrijl 9  § .  6.  with  deep  Abhorrence  of  his 

Hr771jr  7*  arjd  a  firm  Reflation  of  forfaking  them . 

/  r>L  S *")  ^kat  he  folemnly  commit  his  Soul  into  the  Hands 
_  fifti  (he  great  vital  Aa  of  Faith ,  §.  g.  which  is  exwj- 

p  fie  at  large,  §.  io.  ($.)  That  he  make  it  ih  Fa  a  the 

A  p  overran? 


$6  All  Self-Dependance  mu [l  be  given  up,  Qh  g; 


governing  Care  of  his  future  Life  to  obey  and  imitate  Chrifi. 

I*  lUJrhVhe  Method  of  obtaining  Gofpel  Salvation. 
12.  I  he  sinner  deliberating  on  the  Expediency  of  accepting  it. 

§.  i.  T  NOW  confider  you,  my  dear  Reader,  as  coming 
J.  to  me  with  the  Enquiry,  which  the  Jews  once  ad- 
drefled  to  our  Lord  j  What  Jhallwe  do,  that  we  may  Work  the 
Works  of  GOD  ?  [a]  What  Method  fhall  I  take,  to  fecure 
that  Redemption  and  Salvation,  which  I  am  told  Chrijl  has  pro- 
cured  for  his  People  ?  I  would  anfwer  it  as  ferioufly,  and  care- 
fully  as  poffible  ;  as  one  that  knows,  of  what  Importance  it  is 
to  you  to  be  rightly  informed  ;  and  that  knows  alfo,  how 
ztrictly  he  is  to  anfwer  to  God,  for  the  Sincerity  and  Care  with 
Which  the  Reply  is  made.  May  I  be  enabled  to  [peak  as  hi: 
Oracle,  [b]  that  is,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  faithfully  to  echo 
back  what  the  facred  Oracles  teach  ! 

§.  2.  And  here,  that  I  may  be  fure  to  follow  the  fa  fed 
Guides,  and  the  faireft  Examples,  I  muft:  preach  Salvation  to  you, 
in  the  Way  of  Repentance  toward  GOD ,  and  of  Faith  in  our 
Lord  Je/us  Chrifi  :  [c]  That  good  old  Do^rine,  which  the 
A  potties  preached,  and  which  no  Man  can  pretend  to  change, 
but  at  tne  Peril  of  his  own  Soul,  and  of  theirs  who  attend  to 
him. 


§.  3.  I  suppose,  that  you  are,  by  this  Time,  convinced  of 
your  Guilt  and  Condemnation,  and  of  your  own  Inability  to 
recover  yourfelf.  Let  me  neverthelefs  urge  you  to  feel  that 
Convittion  yet  more  deeply,  and  to  imprefs  it  with  yet  greater 
Weight  upon  your  Soul  5  that  you  have  undone  yourfelf,  and  that 
in  yourfelf  is  not  your  Help  found,  [d]  Be  perfuaded  therefore, 
cxprefiy,  and  folemnly,  and  fincerely  to  give  up  all  Self  .Depen- 
dance  ;  which,  if  you  do  not  guard  againft  it,  will  be  ready  to 
return  fecretly,  before  it  is  obferved,  and  will  lead  you  to  attempt 
building  up  what  you  have  juft  been  deftroying. 

§.  4.  Be  allured,  that  if  ever  you  are  faved,  you  muft  af- 
cribe  that  Salvation  entirely  to  the  Free  Grace  of  GOD.  If, 
guilty  and  miferable  as  you  are,  you  are  not  only  accepted,  but 
crowned,  you  muft  lay  down  your  Crown  with  all  humble  Ac¬ 
knowledgment  before  the  Fhrone.  [c]  No  Flejh  mutt  glory  in  hi: 
Prefence  ;  but  he  that  gloricth,  mu [\  glory  in  the  Lord  :  For  of 
him  are  we  in  Chrifi  Jejus,  who  of  GOD  is  made  unto  us  Wijdom , 
and  Righteoufnefs ,  and  Sanflif  cation,  and  Redemption,  [f]  And 

you 

[a]  John  vi.  28.  [b]  1  Pet.  iv.  n.  [c]  A&s  xx.  21.  [d]  Hof, 

xiii,  9.  [e]  Rev.  iv.  10.  [f]  1  Lor,  i,  29,  30,  31. 
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you  mad  be  fenfible,  yoa  are  in  foch  a  State*  as  baling  none 
of  thefe  in  yourfelf,  to  need  them  in  another.  You  mud  there¬ 
fore  be  fenfible,  that  you  are  ignorant  and  guilty,  polluted  and 
inflaved  ;  or,  as  our  Lord  expreffes  it,  with  regard  to  fome  who 
Were  under  a  Chridian  Profeffion,  that  as  a  Sinner,  you  are 
<wr etched,  and  jniferable ,  and  poor,  and  blind ,  and  naked .  [g] 

§.  5.  If  thefe  Views  be  deeply  impreffed  upon  your  Mind^ 
you  will  be  prepared  to  receive  what  I  am  now  to  fay.  Hear 
therefore  in  a  few  Words  your  Duty,  your  Remedy,  and  your 
Safety  ;  which  confids  in  this,  “  That  you  mud  apply  to  Chriji ± 
(i  with  a  deep  Abhorrence  of  your  former  Sins,  and  a  firm 
4(  Refolution  of  forfaking  them  ;  forming  that  Refolution  iri 
“  the  Strength  of  His  Grace,  and  fixing  your  Dependance  ori 
“  Him,  for  your  Acceptance  with  God,  even  while  you  are 
“  purpofmg  to  do  your  very  bed,  and  when  you  have  a&ually 
“  done  the  bed  you  ever  will  do  in  Confequence  of  that  Pur- 
s<  pofe.” 

§.  6.  The  fird  and  mod  important  Advice  that  I  can  give 
you  in  prefent  Circumdances,  is,  that  you  look  to  Chriji ,  and  ap¬ 
ply  yourfelf  to  hi?n.  And  here,  fay  not  in  your  Heart ,  Who 
Jhall  afcetid  into  Heaven,  to  bring  him  down  to  me  ?  [h]  or  who 
fhal!  raife  me  up  thither,  to  prefent  me  before  Him  ?  The  blef- 
fed  Jefus  by  whom  all  \ Things  corffl^  [i]  by  whom  the  whole 
Sydem  of  them  is  iupported,  “  forgotten  as  he  is  by  mod  that 
ii  bear  hK  Name,”  is  not  far  from  any  of  us :  [k]  Nor  could 
he  have  promifed  to  have  been,  where-ever  two  or  three  are  met 
together  in  his  Name ,  [1]  but  in  Confequence  of  thofe  truly  di¬ 
vine  Perfections  by  which  he  is  every  where  prefent.  Would 
you  therefore,  Oh  Sinner,  defire  to  be  faved  ?  Go  to  the  Savi¬ 
our.  Would  you  defire  to  be  delivered  ?  Look  to  that  great 
Deliverer  :  And  though  you  fliould  be  fo  overwhelmed  with 
Guilt,  and  Shame,  and  Fear,  and  Horror,  that  you  lhould  be 
incapable  of  fpeaking  to  him,  fail  down  in  this  fpeechlefs  Con- 
fufion  at  his  Feet';  and  behold  him,  as  the  Lamb  of  GOD,  that 
laketh  away  the  Sin  of  the  World .  [m] 

§.  7.  Behold  him  therefore  with  an  attentive  Eye,  and  fay. 
Whether  the  Sight  does  not  touch,  and  even  melt  thy  very 
Heart  !  Dod  thou  not  feel,  what  a  foolifh,  and  what  a  wretched 
Creature  thou  haft  been  ;  that  for  the  Sake  of  fuch  low  and 
fordid  Gratifications  and  Interefts,  as  thofe  which  thou  had  been 
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£g]  Rev.  iii.  17.  [h]  Rom.  x.  6.*  [1]  Col.  i.  17. 

[k]  Ads  xvii,  27.  [1]  Matth.  xviii.  20.  [m]  John 
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purfuing,thou  fhouldft  thus  kill  the  Prince  of  Life?  Tnl  Behold  tht 
,  PFo™&>  which  he  bore  for  thee.  Look  on  him  whom  thou 
toff  pierced,  and  furely  thou  muff  mourn,  [o]  unlefs  thine  Heart 
be  hardned  into  Stone.  Which  of  thy  part  Sins  canfl  thou  re- 

uP0,?».anc^  ^ay>  “  For  this  it  was  worth  my  while,  thus  to 
have  injured  my  Saviour,  and  to  have  expofed  the  Son  of 
‘  God  to  fuch  Sufferings?”  And  what  future  Temptations 
can  anie  fo  confiderable,  that  thou  fhouldft  fay,  “  For  the  Sake 
“  of  this,  I  will  crucify  my  Lord  again  ?»  (p)  Sinner,  thou  muf 
repent*,  thou  muft  repent  of  every  Sin;  and  muft  forfake  it  : 
But  if  thou  doeft  it  to  any  Purpofe,  I  well  know  it  muff  be  as 
at  the  root  of  the  Crofs.  Thou  mull  facrifice  every  Luff,  even 
the  dear  eft ;  though  it  fhould  be  like  *  Right  Hand,  or  a  Right 
Eye  :  (q)  .  And  therefore  that  thou  mayeft,  if  poffible,  be  ani¬ 
mated  to  it,  I  have  led  thee  to  that  Altar,  on  which  Chrif 
kimjelf  was  facrificed  for  thee ,  Offering  of  a  fweet-Jmelling 

Savour,  (r)  Thou  muft  yield  up  thy f elf ’to  GOD,  as  one  alive 
from '  the  Dead :  (s)  And  therefore  I  have  fhewed  thee  at  what 
a  Price  he  purchafed  thee  ;  for  thou  waf  not  redeemed  with 
corruptible  Things,  as  Silver  and  Gold,  but  with  the  precious  Blood 
»f  the  Son  of  GOD,  that  Lamb  without  Blemifb  and  without 
Spot,  (t)  And  now  I  would  alk  thee,  as  before  the  Lord, 
What  does  thine  own  Heart  fay  to  it  ?  Art  thou  grieved  for 
thy  former  Offences  ?  Art  thou  willing  to  forfake  thy  Sins  ?  Art 
thou  willing  to  become  the  chearful,  thankful  Servant  of  him, 
ivho  hath  purchafed  thee  with  his  own  Blood  ? 

8.  I  w  ill  fuppofe  fuch  a  Purpofe  as  this  riling  in  thine 
Heart.  How  determinate  it  is,  and  how  effectual  it  may  be, 

I  know  not  :  What  different  Views  may  arife  hereafter,  or  how 
foon  the  prefent  Senfe  may  wear  off.  But  this  I  affuredly  know, 
that  thou  wilt  never  fee  Reafon  to  change  thefe  Views  ;  for 
however  thou  mayft  alter,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrif  is  the  fame  Yeff 
terday.  To-day ,  and  for  Ever,  (u)  And  the  Reafons,  that  now 
recommend  Repentance  and  Faith  as  fit  and  as  neceffary,  will 
continue  invariable,  as  long  as  the  Perfections  of  the  Bleffei 
God  are  the  fame,  and  as  long  as  his  Son  continues  the  fame. 

•  §.  9.  But  while  you  have  thefe  Views  and  thefe  Purpofes , 

I  muff  remind  you,  that  this  is  not  all  which  is  neceffary  to  your 
Salvation.  You  muff  not  only  purpofe,  but,  as  God  gives  Op¬ 
portunity,  you  muff  aft,  as  thofe  who  are  convinced  of  the  Evil 

of 

fn]  Ads  iii.  15.  [o]  Zech.  xii.  10.  (p)  Heb.  vi.  6. 

(q)  Matt.  v.  29,  30.  (r)  Eph.  v.  2.  (s)  Rom,  vi.  Ip. 

(c)  t  Pet.  i.  18,  19.  (u)  Heb.  xiii.  8* 
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©f  Sin,  and  of  the  Neceflity  and  Excellence  of  Holinefs.  And 
that  you  may  be  enabled  to  do  fo  in  other  Indances,  you  mud 
in  the  fird  Place,  and  as  the  firfl  great  Work  of  GOD ,  (as  our 
Lord  himfelf  calls  it,)  believe  in  him  wbo?n  GOD  hath  fent  :  (x) 
You  mull  confide  in  him  ;  “  mud  commit  your  Soul  into  the 
<<  Hands  of  Chrifi ,  to  be  faved  by  him  in  his  own  appointed 
“  Method  of  Salvation.’'  This  is  the  great  Aft  of  facing  Faith  ; 
and  I  pray  God,  that  you  may  experimentally  know  what  it 
means  ;  fo  as  to  be  able  to  fay,  with  the  dpoflle  Paul,  in  the 
near  Views  of  Death  itfelf,  1  know  whom  1  have  believed ,  and 
am  perfuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  1  have  committed 
to  him  until  that  Day  ;  (y)  that  great  decifive  Day,  which,  if 
we  are  Chrijiians ,  we  have  always  in  View.  To  this  I  would 
urge  you  ;  and  Oh  that  I  could  be  fo  happy  as  to  engage  you 
to  it,  while  I  am  iiluftrating  it  in  this,  and  the  following  Ad- 
drelfes !  Be  affured,  you  mud  not  apply  yourfelves  immediately 
to  GOD ,  as  abfolutely  or  in  himfelf  considered,  in  the  NegieSl 
ef  a  Mediator.  It  will  neither  be  acceptable  to  Him,  nor  fafe 
for  you,  to  rufh  into  his  Prefence,  without  any  Regard  to  his 
own  Son,  whom  he  hath  appointed  to  introduce  Sinners  to  him. 
And  if\you  come  otherwife,  you  come  as  one  who  is  not  a 
Sinner.  The  very  Manner  of  prefenting  the  Addrefs  will  be 
interpreted  as  a  Denial  of  that  Guilt,  with  which  he  knows 
you  are  chargeable  :  And  therefore  he  will  not  admit  you,  nor 
fo  much  as  look  upon  you.  And  accordingly,  our  Lord,  know¬ 
ing  how  much  every  Man  living  was  concerned  in  this,  fays  in 
the  moduniverfal  Terms  ;  No  Man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but 
by  me.  (z) 

§.  10.  Apply  therefore  to  this  glorious  Redeemer,  amiable 
(as  he  will  appear  to  every  believing  Eye)  in  the  Blood  which 
he  died  upon  the  Crofs,  and  in  the  Wounds  which  he  received 
there.  Go  to  him,  Oh  Sinner,  this  Day,  this  Moment,  with 
all  thy  Sins  about  thee.  Go  juft  as  thou  art  ;  for  if  thou  wilt 
never  apply  to  him,  till  thou  art  firft  righteous  and  holy,  thou 
wilt  never  be  righteous  and  holy  at  all  ;  nor  cand  be  fo 
on  this  Suppofition,  unlefs  there  were  fome  Way  of  being 
io  without  him  ;  and  then,  there  would  be  no  Occafion  for 
applying  to  him  for  Righteoufnefs  and  Holinefs.  It  were  in¬ 
deed  as  if  it  fhould  be  (aid,  that  a  fick  Man  fnould  defer  his 
Application  to  a  Phyfician,  till  his  Health  be  recovered.  Let 
me  therefore  repeat  it  without  Offence,  Go  to  him  juft-  as  thou 
art,  and  fay,  (Oh  that  thou  mayd  this  Moment  be  enabled  to 
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(x)  John  vi.  2^,  (y)  2  Tim.  i.  12.  (z)  John  xiv.  6. 
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'The  language  °f  one  fubmit  ting  to  Cbrijf.  Ch.  g; 

“yof  thTmnilY?!  S°Ui  !)  “  BIeffed  Jefus'  1  am  f^ely  0n« 
“  thaf  h  MI  fin  andLone  of  'he  moll  miferable  Creatures 
t-ver  fell  prollrate  before  thee  :  Neverthelefs  I  come’ 

f  becaofe  I  have  heard  that  Thou  didll  once  fay,  Come  unto 

t,  °ll  y‘  ihat  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  1  v.ill give 

«  douflffai  ft  CTS’  beCa“fe  1  have  heard-  Thou  d'dft  gra- 
“  out  lL  nhg  P  ■°me  }  Un‘°  me'  1  ™llin  no  voife  cajl 
“  nm  a  rl  ^  °f  Pea“*  °h  lhou  Ki”g  of  Glory ,  I 

Soul  and  rD  rable  Smner-  1  haVe  rui[>ed  my 

f<  !°eU1’ 3 "d  1  am  conden>ned  for  ever,  if  Thou  doll  not  help 

“  thine  for  7^“^  1  haV6  ,br°ken  thy  Fat^er’s  Lzw>  and 

C£  demnafn  m‘“  'wuh  h'm •  (c)  1  have  deferved  Con- 

«  and  Wra(th  5  and  I  am,  even  at  this  very  Moment, 

«  ,  m  3  deatence  of  everlaftmg  Deftrudion  :  A  Deilrudion, 

“  raft  ,  WI  i-^f  aggravated  by  all  the  Contempt  which  I  have 
«  '  f  “P°n  Jhee>  °h  thou  bleeding  Lamb  of  GOD  ;  For  I 

ye  wrnn  ’ft  Ti, W1  n0t  d,ffembleit  before  thee,  that  I  have 
<£  wronged  Thee,  moft  bafely  and  ungratefully  wronged  Thee, 

‘  under  \he  Character  of  a  Saviour,  as  well  as  of  a  Lord.  Bui 
now,  X  am  willing  to  fubmit  to  Thee  ;  and  I  have  brought 
„  f \  pooj  trembling  Soul,  to  lodge  it  in  thine  Hands,  if  Thou 
«  Wllf  condefcend  to  receive  it  ;  and  if  Thou  dolt  not,  it  mud 
„  Sen  h-  Ph  ,Lord>  1  he  at  thy  Feet  :  Stretch  out  thy  Golden 
«  thf  1  ”‘ay  llqJe  •'  (d)  Yea>  f  leaf e  the  King,  let 

ct  *he  i£te  °/  my  So“l  be  given  me  at  my  Petition  /  (e)  I  have 
f10  d  reafure,  wherewith  to  purchafe  it  :  I  have  no  Equiva- 
«'  T?1  t0  g*v.e  thee  for  it  :  But  if  that  compaflionate  Heart  of 
te  "?lne  can  find  a  Pleafure  in  laving  one  of  the  moft  diftreffed 
<t  preatures  under  Heaven,  that  Pleafure  thou  may  eft  here  find. 

1  ?r  *  ^ave  fooiifhly  attempted  to  be  mine  own  Savi¬ 
our  j  ut  it  will  not  do.  I  am  fenfible  the  Attempt  is  vain  ; 
ana  thei-efoj-e  1  give  it  over,  and  look  unto  thee.  On  Thee, 
b.ejjcd  Jefut,  who  art  fare  and  ftedfaft,  do  I  defire  to  fx  my 
Anchor.  On  Thee,  hs  the  only  fare  Foundation,  would  I  build 
e/ernaI  Popes.  To  thy  Teaching,  Oh  Thou  unerring 
ft  yQpbet  of  the  Lord ,  would  I  fubmit  :  Be  thy  Do&rine  ever 
f€  .  ^y^erious,  it  is  enough  for  me,  that  Thou  thyfelf  haft  /aid 
■  thine  Atonement,  Obedience,  and  Interceffion,  Oh 

«'  /rh^)aholyand  ever- acceptable  High  Prieft,  would  I  truft. 

#  r  nd  ,t0  thy.  Government,  Oh  Thou° exalted  Sovereign,  would 
..  *■  yieP  a  willing,  delightful  Subjection  :  In  Token  of  Rever- 

'  '  ((  ence 

akMa^;Lxi'.  28-  (b)  lolln  vi-  37-  (c)  John  x.  30. 

(d)  EHh,  iv.  11.  (ej  Efth,  vii.  3. 
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-  th.  9*  Life  muft  he  anfwerahle  to  it.  y\ 

encc  and  Love,  I  kifs  the  Sen  ;  (f)  I  kifs  the  Ground  before 
««  his  Feet.  1  admit  thee,  Oh  my  Saviour,  and  welcome  thee 
*(  with  unutterable  Joy,  to  the  f  hrone  in  my  Heart.  Afcend 
€i  it,  and  reign  there  for  ever  !  Subdue  mine  Enemies,  Oh 
«*  Lord,  for  they  are  thine  ;  and  make  me  thy  faithful,  thy 
zealous  Servant  ;  faithful  to  Death ,  and  zealous  to  Eternity  / 

§.  11.  Such  as  this  mull  be  the  Language  of  your  very 
Heart  before  the  Lord.  But  then  remember,  that  in  Confe- 
quence  hereof  it  muft  be  the  Language  of  your  Life  too.  The 
unmeaning  Words  of  the  Lips  would  be  a  vain  Mockery, 
The  molt  affe&ionate  Tranfport  of  the  Paflions,  fhould  it  be 
tranfient  and  ineffectual,  would  be  but  like  a  Blaze  of  Straw, 
prefented  inftead  of  Inccnje  at  his  Altar.  With  fuch  Humility, 
with  fuch  Love,  with  fuch  cordial  Self- Dedication  and  Submif- 
fion  of  Soul,  muft  thou  often  proftrate  thyfelf,  in  the  Prefence 
of  Chrifi  ;  and  then  thou  muft  go  away,  and  keep  him  in  thy 
View  ;  muft  go  away,  and  live  unto  God  through  him,  denying 
XJngodline fs  and  worldly  Lufts,  and  behaving  thyfelf  foberly ,  righ- 
teoufly ,  and  godly ,  in  this  vain  infnaring  World.  \g)  You  muft: 
make  it  your  Care,  to  fhew  your  Love  by  Obedience  ;  by 
forming  yourfelf  as  much  as  poflible,  according  to  the  Tem¬ 
per  and  Manner  of  Jefus,  in  whom  you  believe.  You  muft: 
make  it  the  great  Point  of  your  Ambition,  (and  a  nobler  View 
you  cannot  entertain,)  to  be  a  living  Image  of  Cbrijl  ;  that  fo 
far  as  Circumftances  will  allow,  even  thofe  who  have  heard  and 
read  but  little  of  him,  may,  by  obferving  you,  in  fome  Mea- 
fure  fee  and  know  what  Kind  of  a  Life  that  of  the  Bleffed  Je~ 
fus  was.  And  this  muft  be  your  conftant  Care,  your  prevailing 
Character,  as  long  as  you  live.  You  muft  follow)  him ,  whi- 
therfoever  he  leads  you  ;  muft  follow ,  with  a  Crofs  on  your 
Shoulder,  when  he  commands  you  to  take  it  up  ;  (h;  and 
fo  muft  be  faithful  even  to  the  Death ,  expelling  the  Crown  of 
Life,  (i) 

§.  iz.  This,  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  from  the 
Word  of  God,  is  the  Way  to  Safety  and  Glory  ;  the  fureft,  the 
only  Way  you  can  take.  ’Tis  the  Way ,  which  every  faithful 
Minifter  of  Chrift  has  trod,  and  is  treading  ;  and  the  Way,  to 
which,  as  he  tenders  the  Salvation  of  his  own  Soul,  he  muft 
direCt  others.  We  cannot,  we  would  not  alter  it,  in  Favour  of 
ourfelves,  or  of  our  deareft  Friends.  It  is  the  Way,  in  which 
alone,  fo  far  as  we  can  judge,  it  becomes  the  Bleffed  GOD  to 

F  4  fa  ve 

(f)  Pfal.  ii.  i2.  (g)  Tit.  ii.  12.  (h)  Matth,  xvi.  .24. 

(i)  Rev.  ii.  io. 
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*tbis  the  only  Way  of  Sahvation.  Ch.  ql 

fave  hi,  Jpojlate  Creatures.  And  therefore.  Reader  I  befeeck 
and  intreat  you  ferioufly  to  confer  it  /  and  let  your  own 

anfwe/’  as  7  th*  Prefence  of  God,  whether  you  are 

tl  ^rn^D  ath'"  *F  "  n0ti  But  kn°W*  th3t  "  4*  “  i* 

“  .  '  P°r  as  there  is  no  other  Name  under  He  a- 

~ (H  b»> .hi, * 

SiSfeSr  0ih"  bM  » 

fi.  Sim.r  deliberating  „  tl,  ,f  fim,g  h  ra,4  ,lk 

Method  of  Saltation, 

CONSIDER,  Oh  my  Soul,  what  Anfwer  wilt  thou 
■  /I™1**  *  *UCJ?  Pr°P°fals  35  ^efe  !  Surely,  if  I  were  to 
it" vvn  ij6  u  r^7-?.1<^ate  this  corrupt  and  degenerate  Heart, 
e<  rp  ,  u  6\,  ”  **  hard  faying ,  if  ho  hear  it  ?  (1) 

,  t>^.t7s  humbled,  thus  mortified,  thus  Subjected  !  To 
~  uP°h  me,  and  to  carry  it  as  long  as  I  live  ' 

i,  iQglVe"P  every  d?riing  Luft,  though  dear  to  me  as  *  Right 
„  a"d  hsemingly  neceffary  as  *  /  To  fubmir, 

<r  not  onl7  my  Life,  but  my  Heart,  to  the  Command  and  Dif- 
a!?  /fC  °  an.°Jber  *  To  ^ave  i#  Matter  there ,  and  fuch  a 
«e  a  l^S  WI^  contf°u^  many  Of  its  favourite  ArFe&ions,  and 
<f  J?1,,.  *  r  quite.int0  another  Channel  !  A  Majier,  who  him- 
f  r^Pre  en^s  Wis  Commands,  by  taking  up  the  Crofs  and 
«  Him  !  To  adhere  to  the  ftritfeft  Rules  of  Godline fs 

and  Sobriety ,  of  Rigbteoufnefs  and  *>#/£  ;  not  departing  from 
them,  jn  any  allowed  Inftance,  great  or  fmall,  upon  any 
emptatipn,  for  any  Advantage,  to  efcape  any  Inconveni- 
epce  and  Evil,  no,  not  even  for  the  Prefervation  of  Life  it- 
<e]f  ;  but>  uPon  a  proper  Call  of  Providence,  to  aft  as  if  I 
hated  even  my  oivn  Life  f  (m)  Lord,  it  is  hard  to  Fiefh  and 

,  yet  I  perceive  and  feel,  there  is  one  Demand  yet 

harder  than  this. 

v  alMhefe  Precautions,  with  all  thefe  Mortifications, 
u,e  Price  of  my  Nature  would  find  fome  inward  Recourfeof 
P^eaiure,  might  I  but  fecretly  think,  that  /  had  been  my  own 
Saviour  ;  that  my  own  Wifdom,  and  my  own  Refolution, 
had  broken  the  Bands  and  Chains  of  the  Enemy  ;  and 
tint  1  had  drawn  out  of  my  own  Treafures,  the  Price  with 
vvhich  my  Redemption  was  purchafed.  But  muff  I  lie  down 
eefore  another,  as  guilty  and  condemned,  as  weak  and  help- 

</*  .  “  lets? 

V^i  ARs  iv.  12.  (1)  John  vi.  60.  (in)  Luke  x'.v,  26. 
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tft;  9*  The  Sinner  deliberating  what  to  dol  75 

*<  lefs  ?  And  mull  the  Obligation  be  multiplied,  and  mull  a 
«  Mediator  have  his  Share  too  ?  Muft  I  go  to  the  Crofs .  for 
«  my  Salvation,  and  feek  my  Glory  from  the  Infamy  of  that  ? 

«  Muft  I  be  ftrip’d  of  every  pleafing  Pretence  to  Righteouf- 
««  nefs,  and  ftand  in  this  Refpett  upon  a  Level  with  thevileft 
«  of  Men  ?  ftand  at  the  Bar  among  the  greateft  Criminals, 

“  pleading  guilty  with  them,  and  feeking  Deliverance  by  that 
**  <very  Aft  of  Grace ,  whereby  they  have  obtained  it. 

“  I  dare  not  deliberately  fay,  This  Method  is  unreasonable. 

**  My  Confcience  teftifies,  that  I  have  finned,  and  cannot  be 
“  juftified  before  God,  as  an  innocent,  and  obedient  Creature# 

**  My  Confcience  tells  me,  that  all  thefe  humbling  Circumftan** 

“  ces  are  fit  ;  That  it  is  fit,  a  convi&ed  Criminal  fhould  be 
*(  brought  upon  his  Knees  :  That  a  captive  Rebel  fhould  give 
“  up  the  Weapons  of  his  Rebellion,  and  bovV  before  his  Sove- 
“  reign,  if  he  expert  his  Life.  Yea,  my  Reafon,  as  well  as 
*f  my  Confcience,  tells  me,  that  it  is  fit  and  neceffary,  that  if 
“  I  am  favea  at  all,  I  fhould  be  faved  from  the  Power  and 
<{  Love  of  Sin,  as  well  as  from  the  Condemnation  of  it  ;  and 
<i  that  if  Sovereign  Mercy  gives  me  a  New  Life,  after  having 

deferved  Eternal  Death,  it  is  moft  fit,  I  fhould  yield  myfelf 
“  to  GOD ,  as  ali-ve  from  the  Dead .  (n)  But,  Oh  wretched 
“  Man  that  1  am,  1  feel  a  Law  in  my  Members,  that  wars 
fs  againft  the  Law  of  my  Mind,  (o)  and  oppofes  the  ConvidlioJl 
“  of  my  Reafon  and  Confcience.  Who  jhall  deliver  me  from 
“  this  Bondage  ?  Who  fhall  make  me  willing  to  do  that, 
“  which  I  know  in  my  own  Soul  to  be  moft  expedient  ?  Oh 
<f  Lord,  fubdue  my  Heart,  and  let  it  not  be  drawn  fo  ftrongly 
“  one  Way,  while  the  nobler  Powers  of  my  Mind  would  diredt 
“  it  another  ;  Conquer  every  licentious  Principle  within,  that 
“  it  may  be  my  Joy  to  be  fo  wifely  governed,  and  reftrained  l 
“  Efpecially,  fubdue  my  Pride,  that  Lordly  Corruption,  which 
“  fo  ill  fuits  an  impoverifhcd  and  a  condemned  Creature  ;  that 
g*  Thy  Way  of  Salvation  may  be  amiable  to  me,  in  Proportion 
“  to  the  Degree  in  which  it  is  humbling  !  I  feel  a  Difpofitioi^ 

to  linger  in  Sodom ,  but  Oh  be  merciful  to  me,  and  pull  me  out 
“  °f  it,  (p)  before  the  Storms  of  Thy  flaming  Vengeance  fall, 
f  and  there  be  no  more  Efcaping  !" 

(n)  Rom.  vi.  13.  (o)  Rom.  vii.  23,  24.  (p)  Gen.  xix.  16. 
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CoHwitlicns  frequently  wear  of. 


Ch.  jo; 


CHAP.  X. 

THe  Sinner  ferioudy  urged  and 

mtreated  to  accept  of  Salvation 
m  this  Way. 

Sizrrrhn° w  iem  <h*  %,  m~ 

Cafe'TfV0  ZT  ,ffinvai”>  $•  l.  Strongly  a,  the 

thl  /aiah,-f°r  ltef’  innnersare  ‘o  be  entreated  to  accept 

( ,  I  t>  Z'  *he  Reader  is  intreated. , 

(■)  By  tbe  MajcJly  and  Mercy  of  GOD  :  i.  i.  (2  1 

By  the  dying  Love  of  our  Lord  Je/us  Cbrift  -  4  {  (,) 

thf  Regard  due  to  Fellow-Creatures  :  i.  P' U  )B\ 

,  the  Worth  of  his  ovm  Immortal  Soul.  §.  6  The  Matter  is 
folemnly  left  nvith  the  Reader,  as  before  GOD  ^  y  The 

cfTalPatkf by  'a£/*r'atlt,,*nd  dcdarmg  his 

§.  I.  HP  H  U  S  far  have  I  often  known  Conviftions  and 
n  Aa  Jmprefiions  to  arile,  ( if  I  mie;ht  judge  by  the 

£n"eS  unhPPea'an  rS’;  "a*  sfter  ali  h-e  wor/off  again! 
S°me.  u"haPPy  Circumflance  of  external  Temptation 

!h°  'r:'varc|  Relnflance  of  an  unfunded 

hotn  ,h?  T-h°!ye  humbling  Scheme  of  Redemption,  has 
been  the  Ruin  of  Multitudes.  And  through  the  Deceitfulnefs 

Pe  be,enLhardeneJi  (aJ  till  they  feem  to  have  been 
PClt^’0yed'  “”d‘hai  ^‘hoot  Rmiedy.  (b)  And  therefore, 

fh  f  \ K  ?P0ntl  CreLa!Ure’  who  art  now  r«ding  thefe  Lines, 

I  befeech  thee,  that  while  Affairs  are  in  this  critical  Situation . 

While  there  are  thefe  Balancings  of  Mind,  between  accepting 

and  rejedhng  that  glorious  Golpel, which,  in  the  Integrity  of  my 
Heart,l  have  now  been  laying  before  you.you  would  once  more 
give  me  an  attentive  Audience,  while  I  plead,  in  God’s  Behalf, 

i-rr.-P  '  j  °r  ra'  ler,  y0Ur  own  ’  utlile  as  an  Emba/tador 
frChnft,  and  as  though  GOD  did  befeech  you  by  me,  l  pray  y» 

m  Chnjt  s  Stead,  that  you  would  be  reconciled  to  GOD  -  fcl 

and  would  not,  after  thefe  Awakenings  and  thefe  Enquiries,  by 

(z)  Heb.  ttt.  13.  fbj  pr0Vl  xxix.  fcj  2  Cor_  v<  20> 


Ch.  10*  Sinner  intreated,  in  GOD's  Name  ; 

a  Madnefs  which  it  will  furely  be  the  doleful  Bufinefs  of  a  refe¬ 
rable  Eternity  to  lament,  reject  this  CompaJJjonate  Counjel  of  GOD 
towards  you . 

§.  2.  One  would  indeed  imagine,  there  fhould  be  no  Need 
of  Importunity  here.  One  would  conclude,  that  as  foon  as  pe¬ 
riling  Sinners  are  told,  that  an  offended  God  is  ready  to  be 
reconciled  ;  that  he  offers  them  a  full  Pardon  for  all  their  ag¬ 
gravated  Sins  ;  yea,  that  he  is  willing  to  adopt  them  into  his 
Family  now,  that  he  may  at  length  admit  them  to  his  Hea¬ 
venly  Prefence  ;  all  fhould  with  the  utmoft  Readinefs  and  Plea- 
fure  embrace  fo  kind  a  MefTage,  and  fall  at  his  Feet  in  fpeech- 
lefs  Tranfports  of  Aftonilhment,  Gratitude,  and  Joy.  But 
alas,  we  find  it  much  otherwife.  We  fee  Multitudes  quite  un¬ 
moved,  and  the  Impreffions  which  are  made  on  many  more  are 
feeble  and  tranftent.  Left  it  fhould  be  thus  with  you,  Oh 
Reader,  let  me  urge  the  MefTage  with  which  I  have  the  Honour 
to  be  charged  :  Let  me  intreat  you  to  he  reconciled  to  GOD,  and 
to  accept  of  Pardon  and  Salvation  in  the  Way  in  which  it  is  fo 
freely  offered  to  you. 

3.  I  intreat  you,  “  by  the  Majefy  of  that  GOD,  in 
vvhofe  Name  I  come  whole  Voice  fills  all  Heaven  with 
Reverence  and  Obedience.  He  fpeaks  not  in  vain  to  Legi- 
gions  of  Angels  ;  but  if  there  could  be  any  Contention  among 
thofe  bleffed  Spirits,  it  would  be,  who  fhould  be  firft  to  execute 
his  Commands.  Oh  let  him  not  fpeak  in  vain  to  a  wretched 
Mortal  !  I  intreat  you,  “by  the  Terrors  of  his  Wrath, “who  could 
fpeak  to  you  in  Thunder  ;  who  could,  by  one  Tingle  A£t  of  his 
Will,  cut  off  this  precarious  Life  of  yours,  and  fend  you  down  to 
Hell.  I  befeech  you  “  by  His  Mercies,  by  His  tender  Mercies 
by  the  Bowels  of  His  Compaflion,  which  ftill  yearn  over  you  ; 
as  thofe  of  a  Parent  over  a  dear  Son ,  over  a  tender  Child,  whom 
notwithftanding  his  former  ungrateful  Rebellions,  he  earneflly 
remembers  fill,  (d)  I  befeech  and  intreat  you,  “  by  all  this 
“  paternal  Goodnefs,"  that  you  do  not  (as  it  were)  compel  him 
to  lofe  the  Chara&er  of  the  gentle  Parent,  in  that  of  the  righ¬ 
teous  Judge  ;  fo  that  (as  He  threatens  with  Regard  to  thofe 
whom  He  had  juft  called  his  Sons  and  his  Daughters,)  a  Fire 
Jhoulcl  he  kindled  in  his  Anger ,  which  fjould  burn  unto  the  lovueft 
Hell,  (e) 

§.  4.  I  beseech  you  farther,  “  by  the  Name  and  Love  of 
“  our  dying  Saviour."  I  befeech  you,  by  all  the  Condefcen- 
fion  of  His  Incarnation  ;  by  that  Poverty ,  to  which  He  volun¬ 
tarily 

(d)  Jer.  xxxi.  20,  (e)  Deut,  xxxii.  19,  22. 
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S'  iBy  the  Love  of  a  dying  Rede  inter  ;  £],  s 

{ar,!y  Submitted,  that  you  might  be  enriched  with  Eternal  Tr„ 
m2  2  hyun  tgTi0US  Wit“  which  he  gave  Jh  'X 

"1  Td:f:f,yt::d,szr%  r  ?, 

I  befeech  you,  by  all  his  glorious  wdkso/ponaZ^lrWm 

« K  * rT  1  b/r" b 

Friend  T  k'i  T  benev°‘ent  Perfon,  and  the  moft  generous 

'  oSir-i  .'.d'd^r'i'  ?• 
n"ty  j/w  rS"f"l; f “ “h JZJ^* 

W  7,  /S  ;  (h>  1  befeech  you,  by  all  that  tender  Diftrefs 

(i)  aid  his  Bloo'd  rh  fl,S  "e2reft  f°rhok  him  and  fled, 

\)  ana  ins  Blood  thirfty  Enemies  dragged  him  awav  1,1 rdtkL 

meaneftof  Slaves,  and  like  the  vileft  of  Criminals.  ' I  befeech 

you,  by  the  Blows  and  Bruifes,  by  the  Stripes  and  Lalhes  which 

th,s  injured  Sovereign  endured  while  in  their  rebellious  Hands 

by  the  Shame  of  Setting,  from  which  he  hid  not  that  kind  and 

enera  e  ountenance.  (k)  I  befeech  you,  by  tie  Purple  Robe 

or  GIT'  °f  t  ’  tand  'h\Cro™!  °f  which  this  King 

v7en  h  Th ef  meght/f  *'  **m'g  th *  ^  Hea*- 

ven.  (I)  I  befeech  you,  by  the  heavy  Burthen  of  the  Crofl,  un¬ 
der  which  he  panted,  and  toiled,  and  fainted,  in  the  painful 
Way  to  Golgotha  (m)  that  he  might  free  us  from  the  Burthen 
°f,' v  S)nS'  \  1  befe£ch  yOU*  ^  the  Remembrance  of  thof- 

T^/  ’r  tkhatct0reJth,e,Veins  a"d  Arteries,  the  Nerves  and 
1  enaons  of  his  Sacred  Hands  and  Feet  ;  and  by  that  invincible, 
that  triumphant  Goodnefs,  which  while  the  Iron  pierced  his 
Fleih,  engaged  him  to  cry  out,  Father,  forgive  them,  for  thee 
no-us  not  what  they  do.  (n)  I  befeech  you,  by  the  unutterable 
•Angumy  which  he  core,  when  lifted  up  upon  the  Crofs,  and  ex- 
ten  ed  there  as  on  a  Rack,  for  Six  painful  Hours,  that  you  open 
your  Heart  to  thofe  attractive  Influences,  which  have  drawn  to 
n.?z  ^b°ufands  and  Ten  Thoufands.  (o)  I  befeech  you,  by 
all  that  Infult  and  Derifion,  which  the  Lord  of  Glory  bore  there  • 
(p)  by  that  parching  Fhirft,  which  could  hardly  obtain  the 
Rei,ef  °f  Lnugar ;  (qj  by  that  doleful  Cry,  f9  aftonifhinz  in 
the  Mouth  of  the  only  Begotten  of  the  Father,  My  GOD  my 
GOD,  rushy  haft  thou  for  taken  me?  (v)  I  befeech  you,’  by 

the 

(*)  2  £or-  v!ii-  .9-  (g)  Pfal.  xix.  io.  (h)  Luke  xxii.  44. 

.)  Matt.  xxvi.  56.  (k)  Ifai.  1.  6.  (1)  Pfal.  cxiii.  8. 

(m)  John  xix.  1 7.  (n)  Luke  xxiii.  34.  (o)  John  xii.  3a. 

( XXViu  39.-44-  fajjohn  xix.  28,  29.  (r)  Mat, 

XXV1J.  46. 


Ch.  I0i  fy  all  that  Chrift  did  and  fuff  ere  d  :  ‘ffi 

the  Grace  that  fubdued  and  pardoned  a  dying  Malefaftor  ;  ( s) 
by  that  Companion  for  Sinners,  by  that  Companion  for  you, 
which  wrought  in  his  Heart,  long  as  its  vital  Motion  continued, 
and  which  ended  not  when  he  bowed  his  Head ,  faying,  It  is  ft- 
nijhed ,  and  gave  up  the  Ghoft.  (t)  I  bcfeech  you,  by  the  Tri¬ 
umphs  of  that  Re  fur  re  ft  ion,  by  which  he  was  declared  to  be  the 
Son  of  GOD  with  Power,  by  the  Spirit  of  Holinefs  which  wrought 
to  accomplifh  it  ;  (u)  by  that  gracious  Tendernefs  which  at¬ 
tempered  all  thofe  Triumphs,  when  he  faid  to  her  out  of  whom 
he  had  caft  Sewn  Devils,  concerning  his  Difciples  who  had 
treated  him  fo  bafely.  Go,  tell  my  Brethren,  1  afcend  unto  ?ny  Fa¬ 
ther  and  your  Father,  unto  my  GOD  and  your  GOD.  (x)  I 
befeech  you,  by  that  Condefcenfion,  with  which  he  faid  to 
\ Thomas ,  when  his  Unbelief  had  made  fuch  an  unreafonable 
Demand,  Reach  hither  thy  Finger ,  and  behold  my  Hands,  and 
reach  hither  thine  Hand,  and  put  it  to  my  Side  ;  and  be  not  faith - 
lefs,  but  believing,  (y)  I  befeech  you,  by  that  generous  and 
faithful  Care  of  his  People,  which  he  carried  up  with  him  to 
the  Regions  of  Glory,  and  which  engaged  him  to  fend  down 
his  Spirit,  in  that  rich  Profufion  of  miraculous  Gifts,  to  fpread 
the  Progrefs  of  his  faving  Word,  (z)  I  befeech  you,  by  that 
Voice  of  Sympathy  and  Power,  with  which  he  faid  to  Saul , 
while  injuring  his  Church,  Saul,  Saul,  why  perfecutefi  thou  me  ? 
(a)  by  that  generous  Goodnefs,  which  fpared  that  proftrate 
Enemy,  when  he  lay  trembling  at  his  Feet,  and  raifed  him  to 
fo  high  a  Dignity,  as  to  be  not  inferior  to  the  very  chief  eft  A- 
po files,  (b)  I  befeech  you,  by  the  Memory  of  all  that  Chrift 
hath  already  done,  by  the  Expe&ation  of  all  he  will  farther  do 
for  his  People.  I  befeech  you,  at  once,  by  the  Sceptre  of 
his  Grace,  and  by  that  Sword  of  his  Juflice,  with  which  all  his 
incorrigible  Enemies  fhall  be  flainbefore  him ,  (c)  that  you  do 
not  trifle  away  thefe  precious  Moments,  while  his  Spirit  is  thus 
breathing  upon  you  ;  that,  you  do  notlofean  Opportunity  which 
may  never  return,  and  on  the  Improvement  of  which  your 
Eternity  depends. 

§.  5.  I  beseech  you,  “  by  all  the  Bowels  of  Compaffou 
* ‘  which  you  owe  to  the  faithful  Minifiers  of  Chrift  who 
are  fludying  and  labouring,  preaching  and  praying,  wearing  out 
*heir  Time,  exhaufling  their  Strength,  and,  very  probably,  Ihort- 
*ning  their  Lives,  for  the  Salvation  of  your  Soul,  and  of  Souls 

like 

0)  Luke  xxiii.  42,43.  (t)  John  xix.  30.  Rom.  i.  4. 

lx)  John  xx.  17,  (y)  John  xx.  27.  (z)  A£is  ii.  33. 

(a)  A£!s  ix,  4,  (9)  z  Gor .  xii.  si.  (c)  Luke  xix.  27. 


■  1  9m  a  | 


By  the  Regard  that  is  due  to  others  : 


Ch.  i(7 ] 


w!th  "*ich 

brought  back  Jh{t  fti’d  'fft  fedl^ 

the  Living  and  by  the  Memory  of  the  Dead  ;  by  the  Ruin  o 
thole  who  have  tnfied  awav  r*  ,  7  ^uin  0 

their  Sins,  and  by  the  Haonintf  f >7  r  ^  T  perifted  in 

i  >  7  ,1C  ^ppinefs  of  thofe  who  have  embraced 

izs  -a 

be  revealed  from  Heaven  •  TH  l  k,,  cr  r  ^  dUS  Jba” 

World  ■  Tel  h„  ,/  c  >  ,J  bP  the  Terrors  of  a  diffolmng 
f  ,/  '•  r  -  ty  'e  S°Und  of  the  -Arch- Angel's  Trumtet  fYl  ard 
of  that  mfautely  more  awful  Sentence,  Com,  ye  Bleffed  and Depart 
yCurfed  wuh  which  that  grand  Solemnity  dil  clofe  [f] 

.« Li/sT'f  yT  “ by  yow  ™n  fr£ci°us  ™dim- 

mortal  Soul  i  by  the  fure  Profced  of  a  dying  Bed  or  of  a 
fuaden  Surprise  into  the  Invifible  State  ;  and  fs  you  would 
fee!  one  Sparkle  of  Comfort,  in  your  departing  Spirit  when 

}Z/lPcf  yTr  ^  “re  I  befeech  yefu,  by  you" 

plrfonal  °A  Appearance  be{ore  the  Tribunal  of  Chrift,  (for  a 
Thrnr  PPearance  be,  even  to  them  who  now  fit  on 

2TJ7»p)  by  all  the  Tranfports  of  the  Bleffed" 

LroL  ‘T  be,  >'0ur  everlafting  Portion.  I  afMionately 
intreat  and  beieech  you,  in  the  Strength  of  all  thefe  united  Co/- 

f  derations,  as  you  will  anfvver  it  to  me,  who  may  in  that  Day 

be  fummoned  to  teflify  againft  you  ;  and,  which  is  unfpeakably 

more,  as  you  will  aniwer  it  to  your  own  Confcience,  as  you 

thekaTh6r  fternal  JUdSe3  that  y°u  difmifs  not 

thefe  1  bought*  thefe  Meditations,  and  thefe  Cares,  till  you 

have  brought  Matters  to  a  happy  ]ffue  ,-  till  you  have  made  a 

J°ate  U,°,ce  Chnft,  and  his  appointed  Way  of  Salvation, 
and  till  you  have  folemnly  devoted  yourfclf  to  God  in  the  Bonds 
Oran  Fverialling  Covenant. 

v  7-  1  leave  the  Matter  before  you,  and  before 

,hen>°ru  rr1  ^aVC  told  y°u  Errand  :  I  have  difeharoed 
sny  Fm  bally .  Stronger  Arguments  I  cannot  ufe  ;  more  endear¬ 
ing  and  more  awful  Confiderations  I  cannot  fugoeft.  Chufe 
therefore,  whether  you  Will  go  out  (as  it  were)  clothed  in 
Sackloth,  to  caft  yourfelf  at  the  Feet  of  him  who  now  fends 
you  thefe  equitable  and  gracious  Terms  of  Peace  and  Pardon  ; 
or,  whether  you  will  hold  it  out,  till  he  appears  Sword  in  Hand, 
to  reckon  with  you  for  your  Treafons  and  your  Crimes,  and  fo? 

[dj  2  T.  eff.  i.  7.  fe]  2  Pet.  iii.  to.  [f]  i  Th tff.  iv.  t6,  " 
[gj  Matt.  xxv.  34,  45, 


Cb.  10.  And  by  the  Worth  of  his  own  Soul.  '*]<) 

this  negleSed  EmbafTy  among  the  reft  of  them.  Fain  would  I 
hope  the  beft  ;  nor  can  I  believe,  that  this  Labour  of  Love  fhall 
be  fo  entirely  unfuccefsful,  that  not  one  Soul  lhail  be  brought 
to  the  Foot  of  Chrift,  in  cordial  Submiffion  and  humble  Faith. 
Take  with  you  therefore  Words ,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord  ;  [hj  and 
Oh  that  thofe  which  follow  might,  in  Effeft  at  leaft,  be  the 
genuine  Language  of  every  one  that  reads  them  ! 

The  Sinner  yielding  to  thefe  Intreaties ,  and  declaring  his  Acceptance 

of  Salvation  by  Chrift. 

“  Y5  L  E  S  S  E  D  Lord,  It  is  enough  !  It  is  too  much  ! 
“  JLJ  Surely  there  needs  not  this  Variety  of  Arguments,  this 
“  Importunity  of  Perfuafion,  to  court  me  to  be  happy,  to 
*£  prevail  upon  me  to  accept  of  Pardon,  of  Life,  of  Eternal 
“  Glory.  Compaffionate  Saviour,  my  Soul  is  fubdued  ;  fo  that 
4g  I  truft,  the  Language  of  Thy  Grief  is  become  that  of  my 
“  Penitence,  and  I  may  fay,  My  Heart  is  melted  like  Wax  in  the 
4t  Midjl  of  my  Bowels,  [i] 

“  Oh  gracious  Redeemer  !  I  have  already  negle&ed  Thee 
ss  too  long.  I  have  too  often  injured  Thee  ;  have  crucified 
46  thee  afrejhby  my  Guilt  and  Impenitence,  as  if  I  had  taken 
4(  Pleafure  in  putting  thee  to  an  open  Shame,  [k]  But  my 
4(  Heart  now  bows  itfelf  before  Thee,  in  humble  unfeigned 
€t  Submiffion,  I  defire  to  make  no  Terms  with  Thee  but  thefe, 
4t  that  I  may  be  entirely  Thine.  I  chearfully  prefent  Thee 
4(  with  a  Blank,  intreating  Thee,  that  Thou  wilt  do  me  the 
u  Honour  to  fignify  upon  it,  what  is  Thy  Pleafure.  Teach 
4f  me,  Oh  Lord,  what  thou  wouldfi  have  me  to  do  f  For  I  de- 
“  fire  to  learn  the  LefTon,  and  to  learn  it  that  I  may  pra6life 
“  it.  If  it  be  more  than  my  feeble  Powers  can  anfwer,  Thou 
4i  wilt,  I  hope,  give  me  more  Strength  ;  and  in  that  Strength  I 
“  will  ferve  Thee.  Oh  receive  a  Soul,  which  Thou  haft 
“  made  willing  to  be  Thine  ! 

“  No  more,  Oh  BldTed  JeJusi  no  more  is  it  neceffiary  to 
**  befeech  and  intreat  me.  Permit  me  rather  to  addrefs  myfelf 
ts  to  Thee,  with  all  the  Importunity  of  a  perifhing  Sinner, 
€t  that,  at  length,  fees  and  knows,  there  is  Salvation  in  no  other  ! 
**  [1]  Permit  me  now,  Lord,  to  come,  and  throw  myfelf  at 
4t  Thy  Feet,  like  a  helplefs  Outcaft,  that  has  no  Shelter  but  in 
(t  Thy  generous  Companion  !  like  one  purfued  by  the  Avenger 

“  of 

[hj  Hof.  xiv.  2.  [i]  Pfal.  xxii.  14.  [k]  Heb.  vi.  6, 

[Ij  Ads  iv.  12, 


So 


Vbe  Sinner  yielding  to  tbefe  Intreaties]  Ch] 


it: 


if 
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if 
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if 
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if 
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of  Blood,  and  feeking  earneftly  an  Admittance  into  the  Cie, 
of  Refuge  !  [m]  J 

“j  \yait  fy  thf  Lzb my  s.oul doth  wait  >•  mm 

f  T^0U  yvlIt  receive  me  graciou/ly.  [o]  My 

Sou!  confides  in  Thy  Goodnefs,  and  adores  it.  I  adore  the 

Patience,  which  has  borne  with  me  fo  long  ;  and  the  Grace 
that  now  makes  me  heartily  willing  to  be  Thine  ;  to  be 
Thme  on  1  hme  own  Terms,  Thine  on  any  Terms.  Oh 
fecure  th.s  treacherous  Heart  to  Thyfelf  1  Oh  unite  me  to 

rw  1  j  ‘Sparable  Bonds,  that  none  of  the  Allurements 
of  Flefh  and  Blood,  none  of  the  Vanities  of  an  infnaring 
World,  none  of  the  Solicitations  of  finfui  Companions,  may 
raw  me  back  from  Thee,  and  plunge  me  into  new  Guilt 
and  Ruin  !  Be  / urety ,  Oh  Lord,  for  thy  Servant  for  Good ; 
[p]  that  I  may  Hill  keep  my  Hold  on  Thee,  and  fo  on 
Ltemal  Life;  till  at  length  I  know  more  fully,  by  joyful 

and  everlafting  Experience,  how  compleat  a  Saviour  Thou 
art  !  Amen” 


>3  J0?1-  xx'  2>  3-  [n]  Pfal.  cxxx.  5.  [o]  Hof.  xiv.  2. 
pj  rial.  cxix.  122. 


CHAP.  XI. 


A  Solemn  Addrefs  to  thole,  who  will 
not  be  perfuaded  to  fall  in  with  the 
Deiign  of  the  Goipel. 

Vniverfal  Sucre  fs  not  to  be  expefied  :  §.  1.  Yet,  as  unwilling 

abfolutely  to  give  up  any,  the  Author  AddreJJes,  (u)  To  thofe 
*v.ho  doubt  of  the  Lruth  of  Ghrifianity,  urging  an  Enquiry  int9 
its  Evidences,  and  directing  to  proper  Ivlethods  for  that  Purpofe. 

2i  4*  ( 2 ')  To  thofe  who  determine  to  give  it  up  with¬ 

out  further  Examination,  §.  5 .  and  prefume  to  fet  them [elves 
to  oppofe  it.  §.  6.  (b)')  To  thofe  who  Jp ecu! at ively  ajfmt  to 

Chi  if  1  unity  as  true,  and  yet  will  ft  down  without  any  practical 
Regat  d  to  its  mo  ft  import  ant  and  acknowledged  Truths.  Such 
are  difmijed  with  a  Reprefer.tathn  of  the  Abjurdity  of  their 

CcfjdiU ? 


-  * 


Ch.  ii.  A  parting  Addrefs  to  the  hardned  Sinner . 

Condufl  on  their  own  Principles  ;  §.  7>  with  a  folemn 

Warning  of  its  fatal  Conferences  ;  §.  9*  IO*  a?ld  a  com - 

pajfonate  Prayer ,  (introduced  §.  11.^  which  concludes  the 

Chapter ,  and  this  Part  of  the  Work . 

§.  I.  T  WOULD  humbly  hope,  that  the  preceding  Chap¬ 
in  ters  will  be  the  Means  of  awakening  fome  ftupid  and 
infenfibie  Sinners  ;  the  Means  of  convincing  them  of  their 
Need  of  Gofpel- Salvation,  and  of  engaging  lonte  cordially  to 
accept  it.  Yet,  I  cannot  flatter  mylelf  fo  far,  as  to  hope  this 
fhould  be  the  Cafe  with  regard  to  all,  into  whofe  Hands  this 
Book  fhall  come.  What  am  1,  alas,  better  than  my  Fathers ,  (a) 
or  better  than  my  Brethren,  who  have  in  all  Ages  been  repeat¬ 
ing  their  Complaint,  with  regard  to  Multitudes,  that  they  have 
ftretched  out  their  Hands  all  the  Day  long  to  a  difobedient  and  gain- 
faying  People  ?  (b)  Many  fuch  may,  perhaps,  be  found,  in  the 
Number  of  my  Readers:  Many,  on  whom,*  neither  Confiderati- 
6ns  of  Terror,  nor  of  Love,  Will  make  any  deep  and  lading 
Imprefiion  :  Many,  who,  as  our  Lord  learnt  by  Experience  to 
exprefs  it,  when  we  pipe  to  them ,  will  not  dance ,  and  when  we 
mourn  unto  themy  will  not  lament .  (c)  I  can  fay  no  more  to  per- 
fuade  them,  if  they  make  light  of  what  I  have  already  laid. 
Here  therefore  we  mull  part  ;  in  this  Chapter  I  mu  ft  take  my 
Leave  of  them  :  And,  Oh  that  I  could  do  it  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
as  to  fix  at  parting  fome  Convi&ion  upon  their  Hearts  ;  that 
though  I  feem  to  leave  them  for  a  little  while,  and  fend  them 
back  to  review  again  the  former  Chapters,  as  thofe  in  which 
alone  they  have  any  prefent  Concern,  they  might  foon,  as  ic 
were,  overtake  me  again,  and  find  a  Suitablenefs  in  the  remain¬ 
ing  Part  of  this  Difcourfe,  which  at  prefent  they  cannot  pof- 
fibly  find.  Unhappy  Creatures  !  I  quit  you,  as  a  Phyfician 
quits  a  Patient  whom  he  loves,  and  is  juft  about  to  give  over  as 
incurable  :  He  returns  again  and  again,  and  re  examines  the  fe¬ 
deral  Symptoms,  to  obferve  whether  there  be  not  fome  one  of 
them  more  favourable  than  the  reft*  which  may  encourage  a  re¬ 
newed  Application. 

2.  So  would  I  once  more  return  to  you.  You  do  not  find 
in  yourfelf  any  Difpofttion  to  embrace  the  Gofpel,  to  apply 
yourfelf  to  Chrifty  to  give  yourfelf  up  to  the  Service  of  Goo, 
and  to  make  Religion  the  Buflnefs  of  your  Life.  But  if  I 
cannot  prevail  apdn  you  to  do  this,  let  me  engage  you,  at 
leaft*  id  an IWgf  Hie*  or  father  to  ahfwer  your  own  Conlcience, 

G  “  Why 

(a)  i  Sm| 3$tMt  4,  (hj  Rom.  x.  21.  (c)  Mat.  xi.  17. 


Ch.  n. 


He  is  once  more  called  to  confider9 

“  y°u  will  not  do  it  ?  ”  Is  k  owing  to  any  fecret 

l-'iibeliei  of  the  great  Principles  of  Religion  ?  If  it  be  the 
Cafe  is  different  from  what  I  have  yet  confidered,  and  the 
Cure  mail  be  different.  This  is  not  a  Place  to  combat 
With  the  Scruples  of  Infidelity.  Neverthelefs  I  would  defire 
you  ferioufly  to  enquire,  “  how  far  thofc  Scruples  extend.” 
Do  they  affeft  only  fome  particular  Dodrines  of  the  Gofpel 
on  which  my  Argument  hath  turned  ?  or  do  they  affed  the 
whole  Chriftian  Revelation  ?  Or  do  they  reach  yet  farther, 
and  extend  themfelves  to  Natural  Religion,  as  well  as  Revealed) 

n  V  n  <ll0uld  be  a  Doul,t  wittl  you.  Whether  there  be  any 
DOU,  and  Providence,  and  Future  State,  or  not  ?  As  thefe 

Cafes  aie  all  different,  fo  it  will  be  of  great  Importance  to  dif- 
linguifh  the  one  from  the  other  j  that  you  may  know,  on 
tvhat  Principles  to  build  as  certain,  in  the  Examination  of  thofe 
concerning  which  you  are  yet  in  Doubt.  But  whatever  thefe 
Doubts  are,  I  would  farther  afk  you,  “  How  long  have  they 

continued,  and  what  IVlethod  have  you  taken  to  get  them  re- 
“  folved  ?”  Do  you  imagine,  that  in  Matters  of  fuch  Mo- 
^cnt,  it  will  be  an  allowable  Cafe  for  you  to  trifle  on,  neglect¬ 
ing  to  enquire  into  the  Evidence  of  thefe  Things,  and  then 
plead  your  not  being  fatisfied  in  that  Evidence,  as  an  Excufe 
for  not  adting  according  to  them  ?  Mud  not  the  Principles 
<of  common  Senfe  affure  you,  that  if  thefe  Things  be  true, 
(as  when  you  talk  of  doubting  about  them,  you  acknowledge  it, 
2t  lead,  poffible  they  may,)  they  are  of  infinitely  greater  Im¬ 
portance  than  any  of  the  Affairs  of  Life,  whether  of  Bufinefs 
or  Pleafure,  for  the  Sake  of  which  you  negleft  them  ?  Why 
£hen  do  you  continue  indolent  and  unconcerned,  from  Week  to 
Week,  and  from  Month  to  Month  ;  which  probably  Confcienc# 
tells  you  is  the  Cafe  ? 

i  3.  Do  you  afk,  “  What  Method  you  fhould  take  to  here - 
6C  folded  />”  It  is  no  hard  Queftion.  Open  your  Eyes  :  Set 
yourfelf  to  think  :  Let  Confcience  fpeak  ;  and  verily  dal  be¬ 
lieve,  that  if  it  be  not  feared  in  an  uncommon  Degree,  you 
will  find  fhrewd  Forebodings  of  the  Certainty,  both  of  Natural 
and  Revealed  Religion,  and  of  the  abfolute  Neceffity  of  Re¬ 
pentance,  Faith  and  Holinefs,  to  a  Life  of  future  Felicity.  If 
you  are  a  Perfon  of  any  Learning,  you  cannot  but  know,  by 
what  Writers,  and  in  what  Treaties,  thefe  great  Truths  are  de¬ 
fended.  And  if  you  are  not,  you  may  find,  in  almoft  every 
Town  and  Neighbourhood,  Perfons  capable  of  informing  you 
in  the  main  Evidences  ©f  Chrifiianity,  and  of  anfwering  fuch 

Scruple* 


Ch.  If.  what  is  the  Reafon  of  his  Unbelief.  8$' 

Scruples  againfl  it  as  unlearned  Minds  may  have  met  with„ 
Set  yourfelf  then,  in  the  Name  of  God,  immediately  to  con- 
fider  the  Matter.  If  you  ftudy  at  all,  bend  your  Studies  dole 
this  Way  j  and  trifte  not  with  Mathematicks ,  or  Poetty ,  or  ///* 
ftory,  or  La^wt  or  Phyfck ,  (  which  arc  all  comparatively  light  as 
a  Feather, )  while  you  negled  this.  Study  the  Argument,  at 
for  your  Life  ;  for  much  more  than  Life  depends  on  it.  See 
how  far  you  are  facisfied,  and  why  that  Satisfaction  reaches  nd 
farther.  Compare  Evidences  on  both  Sides.  And  above  all* 
confider  the  Defign  and  Tendency  of  the  New -Left ament.  See 
to  what  it  would  lead  you,  and  all  them  that  cordially  obey  it  § 
and  then  fay,  whether  it  be  not  good.  And  confider,^  how  na¬ 
turally  its  Truth  is  conneded  with  its  Goodnefs.  Trace  the 
Character  and  Sentiments  of  its  Authors,  whofe  living  Image 
fif  I  may  be  allowed  the  Expreffion,j  is  Hill  preferved  in  their 
Writings.  And  then,  aflc  your  own  Heart,  Can  you  think  this 
was  a  Forgery  ;  an  impious  cruel  Forgery  ?  For  fuch  it  mult 
have  been,  if  it  were  a  Forgery  at  all  ;  a  Scheme  to  mock 
God,  and  to  ruin  Men,  even  the  belt  of  Men,  fuch  as  rever¬ 
enced  Confcience,  and  would  abide  all  Extremities  for  what 
they  apprehended  to  be  Truth.  Put  the  Queftion  to  your 
own  Heart,  Can  I  in  my  Confcience  believe  it  to  be  fuch  an  Im- 
pollure  ?  Can  I  look  up  to  an  Omnifcient  GOD ,  and  fay,  “  Ofi 
“  Lord  Thou  knoweft,  that  it  is  in  Reverence  to  Thee,  and 
4<  in  Love  to  Truth  and  Virtue,  that  I  rejed  this  Book,  and  the 
u  Method  to  Happinefs  here  laid  down  ?” 

§.  4.  But  there  are  Dijftculties  in  the  And  what 

then  ?  Have  thole  Difficulties  never  been  cleared  ?  Go  to  the 
living  Advocates  for  Chriftianily,  to  thofe  of  whofe  Abilities, 
Candor,  and  Piety,  you  have  the  bell  Opinion  ;  if  your  Pre¬ 
judices  will  give  you  Leave  to  have  a  good  Opinion  of  any 
fuch  :  Tell  them  your  Difficulties  :  Hear  their  Solutions  t 
Weigh  them  ferioully,  as  thofe  who  know  they  mull  anfwer  it 
to  God  :  And  while  Doubts  continue,  follow  the  Truth  as  far 
as  it  will  lead  you,  and  take  Heed  that  you  do  not  imprifon  it 
in  XJnright eoufnefs .  (d)  Nothing  appears  more  inconfiilent  and 
abfurd,  than  for  a  Man  folemnly  to  pretend  Dihatisfadion  in 
the  Evidences  of  the  Gofpel,  as  a  Realon  why  he  cannot  in 
Confcience  be  a  thorough  Chrillian  ;  when  yet  at  the  fame 
Time  he  violates  the  moll  apparent  Didates  of  Reafon  and 
Confcience,  and  lives  in  Vices  condemned  even  by  the  Hea¬ 
thens.  Oh  Sirs,  Chrift  has  judged  concerning  fuch,  and  judged 

G  z  molt 

(d)  Rom,  I  18, 


Ch.  iu 


% 


*Fhe  Gofpd  cannot  be  a  Forgery] 


K0ft  righteoufly  and  m°ft  wifely  :  They  do  Evil,  and  there-' 
!?re  tbfy  hate  the  Lfgbt,  neither  com  they  to  the  Light ,  left  their 
XJeeds  ftjould  he  made  mamfeft,  and  he  reproved,  (e)  But  there 
K  a  Light,  that  •will  make  mamfeft  and  reprove  their  Works  to 
which  they  ftall  be  compelled  to  come,  and  the  painful  Scru’tinv 
of  which  they  (hall  be  forced  to  abide. 

f  5-  In  the  mean  Time,  if  you  are  determined  to  enquire 
no  farther  into  the  Matter  now,  give  me  Leave  at  Ieaft,  from  a 
iincere  Concern,  that  you  may  not  heap  upon  your  Head  moie 
aggravated  Ruin  to  intreat  you,  that  you  would  be  cautious  how 
t/Gii  expoie  younelf  to  yet  greater  Danger,  by  what  you  mull 
yourfeif  own  *?  be  uuneceflary,  I  mean.  Attempts  to  pervert 
etben  from  believing  the  Truth  of  the  Gofpel.  Leave  them, for 
C.OD  s  Sake,  and  for  your  own,  in  Poffeffion  of  thofe  Pleafures, 
and  thofe  Hopes,  which  nothing  but  Chriftianity  can  give 
them  ;  and  aft  not,  as  if  you  were  folicitous  to  add  to  the 
Caudt  of  an  Infidel  the  tenfold  Damnation,  which  they,  who 
have  been  the  Perverters  and  Deftroyers  of  the  Souls  of  others 
nsuft  expea  to  meet,  if  that  Gofpel  which  they  have  fo  adven- 

turouliy  oppofcd  fliould  prove,  as  it  certainly  will,  a  ferious,  and 
fo  them  a  dreadful  Truth. 

*  §.  6^  If  f  cannot  prevail  here,  but  the  Pride  of  difplayin ©■  a 
superiority  of  Underfunding  fhould  bear  on  fuch  a  Reader,  even 
.m  Op portion  to  his  own  favourite  Maxims  of  the  Innocence  of 
TW-,  and  the  Equality  of  all  Religions  confiftent  with  fecial 
Virtue,  to  do  his  utmoft  to  trample  down  the  Gofpel  with  Con¬ 
tempt  ;  I  would  however  difmifs  him  with  one  Propofaf  which 
1  think  the  Importance  of  the  Affair  may  fully  juftify.  If 
you  have  done  with  your  Examination  into  Chriftianity,  and  de¬ 
termine  to  live  and  condudl  yourfeif  as  if  it  were  affuredly  falfe, 
£i  down  then,  and  make  a  Memorandum  of  that  Determination. \ 
H  rite  it  down  ;  “  On  fuch  a  Day  of  fuch  a  Year,  I  delibe¬ 
rately  refolved,  that  I  would  live  and  die  reje&ing  Chrifti¬ 
anity  myfelf,  and  doing  all  I  could  to  overthrow  it.  This 
Day  I  determined,  not  only  to  renounce  all  Subjeftion  to, 
and  Expedition  from,  Jejus  of  Nazareth  ;  but  alfo  to  make 
it  a  ferious  Fart  of  the  Buftnefs  of  my  Life,  to  deftroy,  as  far 
as  I  poffibly  can,  all  Regard  to  him  in  the  Mind  of  others, 

“  and  to  exert  my  moft  vigorous  Efforts,  in  the  Way  of  Rea- 
foning  or  of  Ridicule,  to  fink  the  Credit  of  his  Religion,  and 
if  3t  be  poftiole  to  root  it  out  of  the  World  ;  in  calm  fteady 
Defiance  of  that  Day,  when  his  Followers  fay,  He  (hall  ap- 

(e)  Johniiiv  20.  *** 
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^he  Madnefs  of  Juch  as  dare  to  oppofe  it.  8$ 

«  pear  in  fo  much  Majefty  and  Terror  to  execute  the  Ven- 
4i  geance  threatened  to  his  Enemies.  Dare  you  write  this, 
and  fign  it  ?  I  firmly  believe,  that  many  a  Man,  who  wouid  oc 
thought  a  Deift,  and  endeavours  to  increafe  the.  Number, 
would  not.  And  if  You  in  particular  dare  not  to  do  it,  whence 
does  that  fmall  Remainder  of  Caution  arife  ?  The  Caufe  is  plain. 
There  is  in  your  Confcience  fome  fecret  Apprehenfion,  that 
this  rejected,  this  oppofed,  this  derided  Gofpel  may  after  all 
prove  true.  And  if  there  be  fuch  an  Apprehenfion,  then  let 
Confcience  do  its  Office,  and  convid  you  of  the  impious  Mad¬ 
nefs  of  ading,  as  if  it  were  mofl  certainly  and  demonfrably  falfe. 
Let  it  tell  you  at  large,  how  poffible  it  is  that  haply  you  may  he 
found  fghting  again f  GQD  :  (f)  T.  hat,  bold  as  you  are  in 
defying  the  Terrors  of  the  Lord,  you  may  poffibly  fall  into 
his  Hands  ;  may  chance  to  hear  that  defpifed  Sentence,  which 
when  you  hear  it  from  the  Mouth  of  the  Eternal  Judge,  you 
will  not  be  able  to  defpife  :  1  will  repeat  it  again,  in  Spight  of 
all  your  Scorn,  you  may  hear  the  King  fay  to  You,  Depart 
accurfed,  into  Everlafing  Fire ,  prepared  for  the  Devil  and  his 
Angels.  ( g)  And  now,  go  and  pervert  and  burlefquethe  Scrip¬ 
ture,  go  and  lampoon  the  Character  of  its  Heroes,  and  ridi¬ 
cule  the  fublime  Difcourfes  of  its  Prophets  and  its  Apoflles  ; 
as  fqme  have  done,  who  have  left  little  behind  them  but  the 
fhort  lived  Monuments  of  their  Ignorance,  their  Profanenefs, 
and  their  Malice.  Go  and  fpread  like  them  the  Banners  of 
Infidelity,  and  pride  thyfelf  in  the  Number  of  credulous  Crea¬ 
tures  lifted  under  them.  But  take  heed,  left  the  infulted  Galilean 
dired  a  fecret  Arrow  to  thine  Heart,  and  flop  thy  licentious 
Breath  before  it  has  finifhed  the  next  Sentence  thou  wouldft  utter 
againft  him. 

§.  7.  I  will  now  turn  myfelf  from  the  Deift  or  the  Scep- 
tick,  and  dired  my  Addrefs  to  the  Nominal  Chrifian  ;  if  he 
may  upon  any  Terms  be  called  a  Chrifian,  who  feels  not,  af¬ 
ter  all  I  have  pleaded,  a  Difpolition  to  fubjed  himfelf  to  the 
Government  and  the  Grace  of  that  Saviour,  whofe  Name  he 
bears.  Oh  Sinner,  thou  art  turning  away  from  my  Lord,  in 
whofe  Caufe  I  fpeak  ;  but  let  me  earneftly  intreat  thee  feri- 
oufly  to  conftder,  why  thou  art  turning  away,  and  to  him  thou 
•wilt  go,  from  him,  whom  thou  acknowledged;  to  have  the  Words 
of  Eternal  Life,  (h)  You  call  yourfelf  a  Chrifian ,  and  yet  will 
not  by  any  Means  be  perfuaded  to  feek  Salvation  in  good  Ear¬ 
ned  from  and  through  Jehus  Chrifl,  whom  you  call  your  Maf- 

G  3  ter 
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?be  dreadful  Cafe  cf  the  Deijl. 

to  and  your  Lord.  How  do  you  for  a  Moment  excufe  this 
JVegligence  to  your  own  Confcience  ?  If  I  had  urged  you  on 
Sny  controverted  Point,  it  might  have  altered  the  Cafe.  If  I 
pad  laboured  hard  to  make  you  the  Difciple  of  any  particular 
°f  Chnftl^ls>  y°ur  Delay  might  have  been  more  reafon- 
?  e '  ay>  perhaps,  your  refufing  to  acquiefce  might  have 
been  an  Aft  of  apprehended  Duty  to  our  common  Mailer. 
But  is  it  Matter  of  Controverfy  amongft  Chriftians,  whether 
fhere  be  a  great,  holy,  and  righteous  God  ;  and  whether  fuch  a 
•being,  whom  we  agree  to  own,  lbould  be  reverenced  and  loved, 
Pr. 1 n®gledle|.  and  difhonoured  f  Is  it  Matter  of  Controverfy, 
whether  a  Sinner  ihould  deeply  and  ferioufly  repent  of  his  Sins, 
ssr  whether  he  fhould  go  on  in  them  ?  Is  it  a  difputed  Point 
^mongll  us,  whether  Jefus  became  incarnate,  and  died  upon  the 
Crois,  for  the  Redemption  of  Sinners,  or  no  ?  And  if  it  be  not, 

can  it  be  difputed  by  them  who  believe  him  to  be  the  Son  of 

*job  and  the  Saviour  of  Men,  whether  a  Sinner  Ihould  feek  to 
ton  or  negledl  him  ?  or  whether  one  who  profeffes  to  be  a 
Wn/u«,|oild  depart  from  Iniquity,  or  give  himfelf  up  to 
the  Prafhce  of  it  ?  Are  the  Precepts  of  our  great  Mailer  written 
to  obkurely  in  his  Word,  that  there  fhould  be  Room  ferioufly 
to  queltion,  whether  he  require  3  devout,  holy,  humble,  fpiri- 
fua  ,  watchful,  felf- denying  Life,  or  whether  he  allow  the  con¬ 
trary  ?  Has  Chrijl ,  after  all  his  Preteniions  of  bringing  Life  and 
Immortality  to  Light ,  left  it  jnore  uncertain  than  he  found  it, 
whether  there  be  any  future  State  of  Happinefs  and  Mifery, 
Of  for  whom  thefe  State?  are  refpeftively  intended  ?  Is  it  Mat- 
£er  of  Controverfy,  whether  God  will,  or  will  not,  bring  every 
™to  Judgment ,  with  every  Jecret  Thing ,  whether  it  be 
or  whether  it  be  Evil  ?  (i)  or  whether,  at  the  Conclufion 
Of  that  Judgment,  the  Wicked  Jb all  go  away  into  Everlajling  Pu- 
pijhment,  and  the  Righteous  into  Life  Eternal  ?  (k)  You°  will 
pot,  I  am  fure,  for  very  Shame  pretend  any  Doubt  about 
Liefe  Things,  and  yet  call  yourfelf  a  Chrijlian.  Why  then  will 
you  not  be  perfuaded  to  lay  them  to  Heart,  and  to  att  as 
Duty  and  Intereft  fo  evidently  require  ?  Oh  Sinner,  the  Caufe 
is  too  obvious  ;  a  Caufe  indeed  quite  unworthy  of  being  called  a 
Rea  (on.  It  is  becaufe  thou  art  blinded  and  befotted  with  thy 
\  an i ties  and  thy  Lulls.  It  is  becaufe  thou  haft  fome  perilhing 
Trifle,  which  charms  thy  Imagination  and  thy  Sen fes,  fo  that 
it  is  dearer  to  thee  than  COD  and  Chrijl,  than  thine  own 
Soul  and  its  Salvation.  vTis  in  a  Word,  becaufe  thou  art  ffill 

✓•it-  ,  r  under 

tv  Ecdtf.  xil  14.  (k )  Mat,  xxv.  4 6. 


t 


Ch.  u.'  Vbe  Sinner  has  been  faithfully  warned,  &c. 
under  the  Influence  of  that  carnal  Mind,  which,  whatever  pious 

Forms  it  may  fometimes  admit  and  pretend,  ts  Enrnty  agmnft 

GOD,  and  is  not  fubjetl  to  the  Law  of  GOD,  nether  f 
le  ril  And  therefore,  thou  art  m  the  very  Cafe  of  thole 
Wretches,  concerning  whom  our  Lord  faid  in  the  Days  of  h. 
Flefb,  Te  twill  not  come  unto  me,  that  ye  might  have  LiJ  3  L  *J 

and  therefore  ye  Jhall  die  in  your  Sin,._  [n] 

S  8  In  this  Cafe  I  fee  not  what  it  can  figmfy,  to  renew 

thofe  Expoftulations  and  Addreffes,  which  I  have  made  in  the 
former  Chapters.  As  our  bleffed  Redeemer  fays  of  thofe  who 
reiedted  his  Gofpel,  Ye  htme  both  feen,  and  hated,  both  me  and 
m  Father;  [o]  fo  may  I  truly  fay  with  regard  to  you,  1 
have  endeavoured  to  Jhe<w  you  in  the  plaineft  and  the  cleared 
Words  both  Cbrift  and  the  Father  ;  I  have  urged  the  Obligations 
you  are  underto  both  ;  I  have  laid  before  you  your  Guilt,  and 
your  Condemnation  ;  I  have  pointed  out  the  only  Remedy  ; 

I  have  pointed  out  the  Rock,  on  which  I  have  built  my  own 

Eternal  Hopes,  and  the  Way  in  which  alone  I  expecUalvation. 
I  have  recommended  thofe  Things  to  you,  which  1  od  gwes 
me  an  Opportunity,  I  will  with  my  dying  Breath  earneftly  and 
affectionately  recommend  to  my  own  Children,  and  to  all  the 
dearefl  Friends  that  I  have  upon  Earth,  who  may  then  be  near 
me  ;  efteeming  it  the  higheft  Token  of  my  Friendlhip,  the  iu- 
reft  Proof  of  my  Love  to  them.  And  if  believing  the  Go/fet  to 
he  true ,  you  refolve  to  rejehi  it ,  I  have  nothing  faither  to  iay? 

but  that  you  muff  abide  by  the  Conference. - Yet,  as  Afe/w, 

when  he  went  out  from  the  Prefence  of  Pharaoh  for  t  .e  a 
Time,  finding  his  Heart  yet  more  hardened  by  all  the  Judgments 
and  Deliverances  with  which  he  had  formerly  been  exerciled, 
denounced  upon  him  GOD's  faffing  thro ’  the  hand  in  Terror  to 
fmite  the  Firft-born  voith  Death ,  and  warned  him  of  that  great 
and  lamentable  Cry  which  the  Sword of  the  deftroying  Angel  fhould 
raife  throughout  all  his  Realms  :  [p]  So  will  I,  Sinner,  now 
when  I  am  quitting  thee,  fpeak  to  thee  yet  again,  whether  this 
wilt  hear,  or  whether  thou  wilt  forbear,  [q]  and  denounce  that 
much  more  terrible  Judgment,  which  the  Sword  of  Divine 
Vengeance,  already  whetted  and  drawn,  and  bathed  as  it  were?® 
Heaven,  [r]  is  preparing  againft  thee  ;  which  fhall  end  in  a. 
much  more  doleful  Cry ,  though  thou  vvert  greater  and  more 
obflinate  than  that  haughty  Monarch.  Yes,  Sinner,  that  I  may, 

G  4  ...  Wlth 
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Hls  Cafe  be  dreadful  at  Death , 


with  the  Apoftle  'Paid,  when  turning  to  others  who  nr* 
like  to  hear  me,  /hake  my  Raiment  aid  ha  J  m0re 

your  Blood ;  [si  I  will  once  m nr*  ^  u  y*  ,  “m  Pure  fro™ 
thefe  Things  will  be  And  Ohthafr  7  f  °f 

Oh  /  coaid  .tadf  £  ,2et/f“h"“  %  ”fPr"  ! 

Oh^ Sinned I^elV^he/^T^^611^  anC^  Enterta<nments  thou  wilt 

polhble  foraSny  Thfne  thaT  3V°,d  “  J  and>*“  •* 

iot  forget  it  Your  V/  ,/ 1  ,fayP  t0  Prevent>  thou  fnait 
your  FM,  I  f  BrTr  hX  ’  ”  *r<*^  »/*««/,  «r  is 

ftaH  ^  V  i  'f  f0“e  fudden  Accident  d°  not  prevent  t  we 
?vil  R  /ee^°VV,her0iCal,^0U  wi"  ^have  your  on  a 

"f*  «'/.  *"J  M.  mTL  g$mV&  f  “r 

^roop  and  Janguilh  ;  fhall  fee  all  your  Reliih  for  your  carVl 
Recreations,  and  your  vain  Companions,  loft.  And  if  perhaps 
one  and  another  of  them  bolt  in  upon  you,  and  is  bS  and 
defperate  enough  to  attempt  to  entertain  a  dying  Man,  with  a 

ft  y  °r  a  Prophane  Jeft,  we  (hall  fee  how  you  will  relifh 

whatl^aft'  ’wHC°mfCrty0U  Willhave  ^  reflea  ng  on 
Tome  ft"  fwha£  Hope  in  looking  forward  to  what  if  to 

TTZ7  3  ni.ldK/nd  f  Confternation,  Jat  J0U 

tf^7  r 1  “  '"I f0r  /  m’Ufiers  °f  Chrift>  "‘horn  vou  now 
defpife  for  the  tarneftnels  with  which  they  would  labour  to 

fate  your  Soul ;  and  it  may  be,  falling  into  a  Delirium  or  dv- 

ing  Convulfions,  before  they  can  come.  Or  perhaps  we  mly 

fee  you,  flattering  yourfelves,  through  a  long  linoerinp  Illneis^ 

hatyou  lhall  ftill  recover,  and  putting  offa^y  ferious®  r£1 

tion  and  Convention,  for  Fear  it  Ihould  overfet  your  Spirits 

And  the  cruel  Kindnefs  of  Friends  and  Phyficians,  as  if  *  they 


[?]%b  6<  [tJIfai-xiv-  u-  M  Rom.  Vi.  ™ 


89 


^  u.  but  fiill  more  dreadful  afterwards. 

were  in  League  with  Satan  to  make  the  Definition  of  your 
Soul  as  Cure  as  poflible,  may  perhaps  abet  this  fatal  Deceit.  . 

&  io.  And  if  any  of  thefe  probable  Cafes  happen,  that  is, 
in  fhort,  unlefs  a  Miracle  of  Grace  fnatch  you  as  a  Brand  out 
of  the  Burning ,  when  the  Flames  have  as  it  were  already  taken 
hold  of  you  ;  all  thefe  gloomy  Circumftances,  which  pals 
in  the  Chambers  of  lllnefs  and  the  Bed  of  Death,  are  but  the 
Fore  runners  of  infinitely  moire  dreadful  Things.  Oh,  who 
can  defcribe  them  !  who  can  imagine  them  !  When  furvivmg 
Friends  are  tenderly  mourning  over  the  breathlefs  Cor  pie, 
and  taking  a  fond  Farewel  of  it  before  it  is  laid  to  confume 
away  in  the  dark  and  filent  Grave,  into  what  Hands,  Oh  Sin¬ 
ner/will  thy  Soul  be  fallen  !  What  Scenes  will  open  upon  thy 
feparate  Spirit,  even  before  thy  deferted  Flefh  be  cold,  or  thy 
fightlefs  Eyes  are  clofed  !  It  (hall  then  know,  what  it  is  to 
return  to  GOD  to  be  reje&ed  by  him,  as  having  rejeaed  hi* 
Gofpel  and  his  Son,  and  defpifed  the  only  Treaty  of  Reconcili¬ 
ation  ;  and  that  fuch  a  one,  fo  amazingly  condefcendmg  and 
gracious.  Thou  fhalt  know,  what  it  is  to  be  difowned  by 
Cbrift,  whom  thou  hall  refufed  to  entertain  ;  and  what  it  is,  as 
the  certain  and  immediate  Confequence  of  that,  to  be  left  in  the 
Hands  of  the  malignant  Spirits  of  Hell.  There  will  be  no 
more  Friendfhip  then  :  None  to  comfort,  none  to  alleviate  thy 
Agony  and  diilrefs  :  But  on  the  contrary,  all  around  thee  la¬ 
bouring  to  aggravate  and  increafe  them.  Thou  fhalt  pafs  away 
the  intermediate  Years  of  the  feparate  State,  in  dreadful  Expec¬ 
tation,  and  bitter  Outcries  of  Horror  and  Remorfe.  And  then, 
thou  fhalt  hear  the  Trumpet  of  the  Arch-Angel,  in  whatever 
Cavern  of  that  gloomy  World  thou  art  lodged.  Its  Sound  fhali 
penetrate  thy  Prifon,  where  doleful  and  horrible  as  it  is,  thou 
fhalt  neverthelefs  wifh,  that  thou  mightefl  ftill  be  allowed  to  hide 
thy  guilty  Head,  rather  than  fhew  it  before  the  Face  of  that 
awful  Judge,  before  whom  Heaven  and  Earth  are  fleeing  avjay. 
[y]  But  thou  mull  come  forth,  and  be  reunited  to  a  Body,  now 
formed  for  ever  to  endure  Agonies,  which  in  this  mortal  State 
would  have  difTolved  it  in  a  Moment.  You  would  not  be  per- 
fuaded  to  come  to  Chrif  before:  You  would ftupidly  negleil  him, 
in  Spight  of  Reafon,  in  Spight  of  Confcience,  in  Spight  of  all  the 
tendered:  Solicitations  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  repeated  Admo¬ 
nitions  of  its  moft  faithful  Minifters.  But  now,  Sinner,  you 
fhali  have  an  Interview  with  him  ;  if  that  may  be  called  an 
Interview,  in  which  you  will  not  dare  to  lift  up  your  Head 

to 
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9®  Pity  w  leads  to  fray  for  fuch,  Qh.  , 

lew  the  Face  of  your  tremendous  and  inexorahle  r  j 
There  at  leaft,  how  diftant  foever  the  Time  o'”  „  r  if  g!i 
the  Place  of  our  Abode  may  have  been  theTe  thall  I  f  V 

";?«?"■&  «?•  “  v«  ot 

«.d  !»  Thoufands  of  "d,£ring"S“S' 

.he  ««.  ,e„di„g  ,1,0  ,„y  ,j„  S  ZT3 

Ihee  m  beh”  ‘"d"”'  ”“h  CompolWe/aS  leave 

j.-  . °  be  hu",ed  down  (o  thofe  Everlafting  Burnings  to  which 

not  bf  fav°edS  from^h30**  ^rr  do^1med  thee>  becaufe  thou  wouldft 
not  oe  laved  from  them.  Hell  (hall  fhut  its  Mouth  udoh  ti-e 

hit  InM  "L ‘pin  Ecl'10  ?L‘hy  G™“  ",l  °"“™  »>*»  be 

§.  M.  This  will  mod  affuredly  be  the  End  of  thefeTbinsrs  - 
And  thou,  as  a  Chriftian,  profeffeft  to  know,  and  to  believe  it’ 
It  moves  my  Heart  at  leaft,  if  it  moves  not  thine.  I  firmly 

rv  1  n  Khat  7ery  °Lne>  who  himfelf  obtains  Salvation  and  G\o- 
r’nZ  ^  (-be^rr°m“ch°f  his  Saviour’s  Image  in  Wifdom  and 

•  cn1\in  ?£f  f°r  God’  and  a  fteady  Regard  to  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  the  whole  Creation,  that  he  will  behold  this  fad  Scene 

Mind”  R  f  Pprobation>  and  without  any  painful  Commotion  of 
Mind  But  as  yet  I  am  Flelh  and  Blood  ;  and  therefore  my 

Boiveh  are  troubled  and  mine  Eyes  often  overflow  with  Grief, 
to  think,  that  wretched  Sinners  wall  have  no  more  Companion 
upon  their  own  Souls  ;  to  think,  that  in  Spight  of  all  Admoni¬ 
tion,  they  will  obftinately  run  upon  final  Everlafting  Deftrudion 
It  would  fign, fy  nothing  here,  to  add  *  Prayer,  or  «  Meditation, 
for  you,-  Ufe.  Poor  Creature  1  you  will  not  meditate  !  you 
will  not  pray  !  Yet  as  I  have  often  poured  out  my  Fleart  in 
Prayer  over  a  dying  Friend,  when  the  Force  of  his  Diftemper 
has  rendered  him  incapable  of  joining  with  me  ;  fo  will  I  now 
apply  myfe  f  to  Goo  for  you,  Oh  unhappy  Creature  !  And  if 
you  difdainfo  much  as  to  read  what  my  Compaffion  didlates ; 
yet  I  hope  they  who  have  felt  the  Power  oftheGofpel  on 
their  own  Souls,  as  they  cannot  but  pity  fuch  as  you  will 
join  with  me  in  fuch  cordial,  though  broken  Petitions,  as  thefe. 

[z]  Ezek.  xxii,  14. 


A 


h,  TA  Prayer  for  the  Impenitent  Sinner.  9? 


A  Prayer  in  behalf  of  an  Impenitent  Sinner ,  in  the  Cafe 

defcribed  above. 


u  A  L  MIGHTY  GOD!  with  thee  all  Things  are  pojji- 
«  r\  ble  :  [a]  To  Thee  therefore  do  I  humbly  apply  my- 
t$  felf  in  Behalf  of  this  Dear  Immortal  Soul,  which  Thou  here 
««  feeft  perilling  in  its  Sins,  and  hardening  itfelf  againft  that 
everlafting  Gofpel,  which  has  been  the  Power  of  GOD  to  the 
«  Salvation  oi  fo  many  Thoufands  and  Millions.  Thou  art 
«  Witnefs,  Oh  Bleffed  God,  Thou  art  Witnefs  to  the  Plainnels 
and  Serioufnefs,  with  which  the  Meffage  has  been  delivered. 

«<  It  is  in  Thy  Prefence  that  thefe  awful  Words  have  been 
€i  written  ;  and  in  Thy  Prefence  have  they  been  read.  Be 
c<  pleafed  therefore  to  record  it  in  the  Book  of  Thy  Remem- 
brance,  that  fo  if  this  Wicked  Man  dieth  in  his  Iniquity ,  after 
“  the  Warning  has  been  fo  plainly  and  fo  folem>nly  given  him, 

€e  his  Blood  may  not  be  required  at  my  Hand>  [b]  nor  at  the  Hand 
«  of  that  Chriftian  Friend,  whoever  he  is,  by  whom  this  Book 
has  been  put  into  his,  with  afincere  Defire  for  the  Salvation  of 
(<  his  Soul.  Be  Witnefs,  Oh  Bleffed  Jefus ,  in  the  Day  in  which 
6i  thou  Jhalt  judge  the  Secrets  of  all  Hearts ,  [c]that  Thy  Gofpel  has 
tf  been  preached  to  this  hardened  Wretch,  and  Salvation  by 
“  Tby  Blood  hath  been  offered  him,  though  he  continue  to  de- 
(S  fpife  it.  And  may  Thine  unworthy  Meffenger  be  unto  GOD 
(C  a  fvoeet  Savour  in  Chrijl ,  in  this  very  Soul,  even  though  it 
“  fhould  at  laft  perifh  /  [d] 

«  But,  Oh  that,  after  all  his  Hardnefs  and  Impenitence,  Thou 
«  wouldft  ftill  be  pleafed,  by  the  Sovereign  Power  of  thine  ef- 
«  ficacious  Grace,  to  awaken  and  convert  him  !  Well  do  we 
“  know,  Oh  Thou  Lord  of  univerfal  Nature,  that  He  who 
“  made  the  Soul,  can  caufe  the  Sword pf  Conviction  to  come  near 
ie  and  enter  into  it.  Oh  that,inThine  Infinite  Wifdom  andLove, 
««  Thou  wouldft  find  out  a  Way  to  interpofe,  and  fave  this 
“  Sinner  from  Death,  from  Eternal  Death  !  Oh  that,  if  it  be 

Thy  bleffed  Will,  Thou  wouldft  immediately  do  it  !  Thou 
“  knoweft.  Oh  God,  he  is  a  dying  Creature  :  Thou  knoweft, 
“  that  if  any  Thing  be  done  for  him,  it  muft  be  done  quickly  : 
li  Thou  feeft,  in  the  Book  of  Thy  wife  and  gracious  Decrees, 
*(  a  Moment  marked,  which  muft  feal  him  up  in  an  unchan- 
44  geable  State  :  Oh  that  Thou  wouldft  lay  hold  on  him,  while 

44  he  is  yet  joined  to  the  Living ,  and  hath  Hope  !  [e]  "I  hy  mi- 

“  mutable 

[a]  Matt.  xix.  26.  [b]  Ezek.  xxxiii.  8,  9.  [c]  Rom.  ii.  16# 

[d]  2  Cor.  ii.  150  [e]  Ecclef,  ix.  4. 
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Work,  Oh  God,  by  whatever  K  A  ,°Pfnat,ons  1 
have  Mercy  upon  him  <  Oh  L orH  K  P'eafeft  ;  °»'T 

that  he  fink  not  intoThofe  Deni ’.f  n®  MefCy  Up0n  him* 
on  the  very  Brink  of  which  h?e  fn  ^  D^mnft,on  and  Ru,n» 
that  Thou  wouldft  bring  him  ff  JL  ben”*  V  °h 

to  Thee  molt  expedient  I;  ,  n  ,nece!W>ar,d  feem 

Diftrefs!  Oh  tha£  Memafflb,  he  may  te^T*  ?/ 

^^yM,t.eor:/LTc,  iif"  “y 

;7“  f;- 

L  h"°W>  dr that  I.  3  finSle  Thought  in  Refirement  When 
,,  Ppy  Man  reclaimed  by  it  hath  been  far  from  Means 
and  far  from  Ordinances,  which  neither  the  mod  awful  Ad 

'll6  m°ft'ender  Pntreaties,  nor  the  mod  terrible 

abTefo  eir  WOnderfuI  Deliverences  had  been 

“  Qllr^y,  ^  Name,  Oh  Lord,  and  glorify  Thy  Grace  in 

expedie^O ^ I ,Ch  *°  ^t"?  If"finite  Wifdom  Aal1  f«m molt 
expedient!  Only  grant,  I  befeech  Thee,  with  all  humble 

Submiffion  to  Thy  Will,  that  this  Sinner  may  be  faved  I  or  if 

not,  that  the  Labour  of  this  Part  may  no/ be  altogether  in 

vam  ;  but  that  f  fome  rejed  it  to  fheir  aggravated  Ruin 

others  may  hearken  and  live  !  That  thofe  Thy  Servants’ 

who  have  laboured  for  their  Deliverance  and  Ha/pinefs,  may 

,T‘  m  m  the  Re210ns  of  Glory,  as  the  Spoils  which  Thou 
haft  honoured  them  as  the  Inftruments  of  recovering  ;  and 
may  join  with  them  in  the  Hallelujahs  of  Heaven,  to  Him 
^ho  hath  loosed  us,  and  nnajhed  us  from  our  Sins  in  his  onvn  Blood, 

f“/  madt  of  condemned  Rebels,  and  accurfed  pol’ 
luted  Sinners,  ATr^r  and  Pnejls  unto  GOD  ;  to  Him  be  Glory 
and  Dominion  for  ever  and  ever  /  Amen,  [g]  J 

{(}  z  Chron.  xxxiii.  n,  I2.  [g]  Rev,  i.  5,  6. 


6( 

66 

66 

66 

66 

66 

66 

66 

66 

66 

66 


CHAP. 


ch.  it: 


The  Cafe  of  a  dcjedled  Soul,  Sec.  9J 


CHAP.  XII. 


An  Addrefs  to  a  Soul  fo  overwhelmed 
with  a  Senfe  of  the  Greatnef  of  its 
Sins,  that  it  dares  not  apply  itfelf  to 
Christ  with  any  Hope  of  Salva¬ 
tion. 

•  / 

fhe  Cafe  deferihed  at  large,  §.  1,-4*  as  **  frequently  occurs . 
§.  Granting  all  that  the  D ejected  Soul  charges  on  itfelf, 
6.  the  Invitations  and  Promifes  of  Chrifl  give  Hope.  §.  7. 
Fhe  Reader  urged f  under  all  his  Burthens  and  Fears ,  to  an  hum¬ 
ble  Application  to  Him  :  §.  8.  Which  is  accordingly  exemplified 

in  the  concluding  Refiettiott  and  Prayer, 


§«  1.  T  HAVE  now  done  with  thofe  unhappy  Creatures 
JL  who  defpife  the  Gofpel,  and  with  thofe  who  negledt 
it*  With  Pleafure  do  I  now  turn  myfelf  to  thofe,  who  will 
hear  me  with  more  Regard.  Among  the  various  Cafes,  which, 
now  prefent  themfelves  to  my  Thoughts,  and  demand  my 
tender,  afFe&ionate,  refpe&fui  Care,  there  is  none  more  worthy 
of  Companion,  than  that  which  I  have  mentioned  in  the  Title 
of  this  Chapter ;  none  which  requires  a  more  immediate  Attempt: 
of  Relief. 

§.  2.  It  is  very  poffibfe,  fome  affli&cd  Creature  may  be 
ready  to  cry  out,  “  It  is  enough  ;  Aggravate  my  Grief,  and 
€i  my  D:flrefs,  no  more.  The  Sentence  you  have  been  fo  aw- 
“  fully  deferibing,  as  what  fhall  be  palled  and  executed  on  the 
“  Impenitent  and  Unbelieving,  is  my  Sentence  ;  and  the  Ter- 
ci  rors  of  it  are  my  I errors.  For  mine  Iniquities  are  gone  up  unto 
the  Heavens ,  and  my  Franfgrefjions  have  reached  unto  the  Clouds . 
ee  [aJ  My  Cafe  is  quite  flngular.  Surely  there  never  was  fo 
great  a  Sinner  as  I.  I  have  received  fo  many  Mercies,  I 
4S  have  enjoyed  fo  many  Advantages,  I  have  heard  fo  many 
€f  Invitations  of  Gofpel- Grace;  and  yet  my  Heart  has  been 

M  £o 


[a]  Rev.  xviii.  5. 
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jo  hard  and  my  Nature  is  fo  exceeding  fmful,  and  the  Num- 
ber  and  aggravating  Circumftances  of  my  Provocations  have 
been  fuch,  that  1  dare  not  hope.  It  is  enough,  that  God  hath 
upported  me  thus  long  ;  it  is  enough,  that  after  fo  many 
Years  of  W.ckednefs,  I  am  yet  out  of  Hell.  Every  Day’s 

.  R*Pr,cve  “  a  ^ercy> at  which  1  am  aftoniihed.  I  lie  down 
and  wonder,  that  Death  and  Damnation  have  not  feized  me 

']?  ,a  s  tRe  paft.  I  arife,  and  wonder,  that  my 
£  at  i  not  been  my  Grave ;  wonder,  that  my  Soul  is  not 

ieparated  from  Flefh,  and  furrounded  with  Devils  and  Dam- 
ned  Spirits. 

§.  3-  “  IhaV4  indeed  heard  the  Meffage  of  Salvation  ; 
but  alas,  it  Teems  no  MefTage  of  Salvation  to  me.  There 
are  happy  Souls  that  have  Hope  ;  and  their  Hope  is  indeed 
in  thrift;  and  the  Grace  of  God  manifefted  in  him.  But 
then  they  feel  m  their  Hearts  an  Encouragement  to  apply  to 
a<  h,m  {  ?}***?  1  not  do  it-  thrift  and  Grace  are  Things, 
u  1r5,1w  llch»  1  fear»  J  have  no  Part,  and  mull  expea  none. 
d(  areiexceeding  rich  and  precious  Promifes  in  the  Word 

if  ;  Cjr0D  5  but  tiley  are  t0  me  as  a  fealed  Book,  and  are  hid 
from  me  as  to  any  perfonal  Ufe.  I  know,  Chrift  is  able  to 
fa-ue  :  I  know,  he  is  willing  to  fave  feme.  But  that  he  fhould 
be  willing  to  fave  me,  fuch  a  polluted,  fuch  a  provoking  Crea¬ 
ture,  as  God  knows,-  and  as  Cohfcience  knows,  I  have  been, 
and  to  this  Day  am  ;  this  I  know  not  how  to  believe :  And 
the  u:moft  that  I  can  do  towards  believing  it,  is  to  acknow- 
^  ledge  that  it  is  not  ablolutely  impoflible,  and  that  I  do  not 
>et  he  down  in  compleat  Defpair  ;  though  alas,  I  feem  upon 

the  very  Borders  of  it,  and  expect  every  Day  and  Hour  to 
fall  into  it.” 

§.  4.  J  should  not  perhaps  have  entered  fo  fully  into  this 
Cafe,  if  I  had  not  feen  many  in  it  ;  and  I  will  add,  Reader, 
for  your  Encouragement,  if  it  be  your  Cafe,  feveral  who  are 
now  in  the  Number  of  the  molt  eftablifhed,  chearful,  and  ufe- 
ful  Chriftians.  And  I  hope,  Divine  Grace  will  add  you  to  the 
reft,  if  out  of  thefe  Depths  you  be  enabled  to  cry  unto  GOD  ;  (b) 
and  though,  like  Jonah,  you  may  feem  to  be  caft  out  from  his 

Preftence,  yet  ftill,  with  Jonah ,  you  look  towards  his  holy  Tern- 
pie,  (c) 

§.  5.  Let  it  not  be  imagined,  that  it  is  in  any  Neglect  of 
that  Blefted  Spirit,  whofe  Office  it  is  to  be  the  great  Comforter , 
that  I  now  attempt  to  reajon  you  out  of  this  difeonfoiate  Frame  : 

Fot 

(b)  Pfal.  exxx.  1.  (c)  Jonah  ii.  4, 
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Ch.  12.  yet  Chrijl  encourages  to  come  to  Him'. 

For  it  is  as  the  great  Source  of  Reafon,  that  he  deals  with  Rati¬ 
onal  Creatures  5  and  it  is  in  the  Ufe  of  Rational  Means  and 
Confiderations,  that  he  may  mod  judly  be  expe&ed  to  operate. 
Give  me  Leave  therefore,  to  addrefs  myfelf  calmly  to  you,^  and 
to  afk  you,  What  Reafon  you  have  for  all  thefe  pafiionate  Com¬ 
plaints  and  Accufations  againd  yourfelf  ?  What  Reafon  have 
you  to  fugged,  that  your  Cafe  is  fmgular,  when  fo  many  have 
told  you,  they  have  felt  the  fame  ?  What  Reafon  have  you  to 
conclude  fo  hardly  againd  yourfelf,  when  the  Gofpel  fpeaks  in 
fuch  favourable  Terms  ?  Or  what  Reafon  to  imagine,  that  the 
gracious  Things  it  fays  are  not  intended  for  you  ?  \  Ou  know 
indeed  more  of  the  Corruptions  of  your  own  Heart,  than  you 
know  of  the  Hearts  of  others  ;  and  you  make  a  Thoufand  cha¬ 
ritable  Excufes  for  their  vifible  Failings  and  Infirmities,  which 
you  make  not  for  your  own.  And  it  may  be  fome  of  thole, 
whom  you  admire  as  eminent  Saints  when  compared  with  you, 
are  on  their  Part  humbling  themfelves  in  the  Dud  as  unworthy 
to  be  numbred  among  the  lead  of  God’s  People,  and  wifhing 
themfelves  like  you,  in  whom  they  think  they  fee  much  more 
Good,  and  much  lefs  of  Evil,  than  in  themfelves. 

6.  But  to  fuppofe  the  word.  What  if  you  Were  really 
the  viled  Sinner  that  ever  lived  upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth  ? 
What  if  your  Iniquities  had  gone  up  unto  the  Heavens  every  Day, 
and  your  1 TranfgreJJions  had  reached  unto  the  Clouds  ;  (d)  reached 
thither  with  fuch  horrid  Aggravations,  that  Earth  and  Heaven 
fhould  have  had  Reafon  to  deted  you,  as  a  Monder  of  Impiety  ? 
Admitting  all  this,  Is  any  Thing  too  hard  for  the  Lord  ?  (e) 

Are  any  Sins,  of  which  a  Sinner  can  repent,  of  fo  deep  a  Dye, 
that  the  Blood  of  Chrijl  cannot  wa(h  them  away  ?  Nay,  though 
it  would  be  daring  Wickednefs  and  mondrous  Folly,  for  any 
to  Jin  that  Grace  might  abound ,  (f )  yet  had  you  indeed  raifed 
your  Account  beyond  all  that  Divine  Grace  has  ever  yet  par¬ 
doned,  who  fhould  limit  the  Holy  One  of  lfrael  ?  (g)  or  who 
fhould  pretend  to  fay,  that  it  was  impoffible  that  God  might 
for  your  very  Wretchednefs  chufe  you  out  from  others,  to  make 
you  a  Monument  of  Mercy,  and  a  Trophy  of  hitherto  unpa¬ 
rallelled  Grace  ?  The  Apodle  Paul  drongly  intimates  this  to 
have  been  the  Cafe,  with  Regard  to  himfelf  :  And  why  might 
not  you  likewife,  if  indeed  the  chief  of  Sinners ,  obtain  Mercy i 
that  in  you,  as  the  Chief ,  Jefus  Chrijl  might  fhevj  forth  all  Long - 
Suffering,  for  a  Pattern  to  them  voho  jhall  hereafter  believe  ?  (h) 

i  7- 

(d)  Rev.  xvm.  5.  (e)  Gen.  xviii.  14.  (f)  Rom.  vi.  1. 

fg)  Plal.  lxxviii.  41.  (b)  1  Tim.  i.  1$,  »6. 


^  Soul  is  urged  to  apply  to  Chrift .  Ch.  12: 

§.  7.  Gloomy  as  your  Apprehenfions  are,  I  would  afk  you 
plainly  Do  you  in  your  Confcience  think,  that  Chrift  is  not 
able  to  Jave  you  ?  What,  is  He  not  able  to  Lave  even  to  the 
uttermoft,  them  that  come  unto  GOD  by  him  ?  (i)  Yes,  you  will 
lay  abundantly  able  to  do  it  ;  but  1  dare  not  imagine,  that  He 
will  do  it.  And  how  do  you  know,  that  He  will  not  P  He  has 

U  P  r  ,tiie  Vei7  &reateft  Sinners  of  all  that  have  yet  applied 
themfelves  to  him  :  And  he  has  made  the  Offers  of  Grace  and 
oalvation  in  the  moft  engaging  and  encouraging  Terms.  If  any 
Man  thirft ,  let  him  come  unto  me ,  and  drink  :  (k)  Let  him  that 
ls  athlrfti  5  and  whofoever  will ,  let  him  take  of  the  Water  of 
Life  freely  :  (1)  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
laden  and  l  will  give  you  Ref :  (m)  And  once  more.  Him  that 
cometh  unto  me ,  1  will  in  no  wife  caft  out .  (n)  True,  will  you 
ay.  None  that  are  given  him  by  the  Father  :  Could  I  know, 

I  were  of  that  Number,  I  could  then  apply  chearfully  to  him. 
halt,  dear  Reader,  let  me  intreat  you  to  look  into  the  Text 
ltlelf,  and  fee,  whether  that  Limitation  be  exprefly  added  there. 
Do  you  there  read.  None  of  them,  whom  the  Father  hath  given  me 
/ball  be  caft  out  ?  The  Words  are  in  a  much  more  encouraging 
Form  :  And  why  Ihould  you  fruftrate  his  Wifdom  and  Good- 
nefs,  by  fuch  an  Addition  of  your  own  ?  Add  not  to  his  Wo;ds 
left  he  reprove  thee  :  (0)  Take  them  as  they  Hand,  and  drink 
in  the  Confolation  of  them.  Our  Lord  knew  into  what  Per¬ 
plexity  fome  ferious  Minds  might  poftibly  be  thrown  by  what 
he  had  before  been  faying,  All  that  the  Father  hath  given  me9 
Jhall  come  unto  me  ;  and  therefore,  as  if  it  were  on  Purpofe  to 
balance  it,  he  adds  thofe  gracious  Words,  Him  that  cometh  unto 

me  I  wilt  in  no  wife ,  by  no  Means,  on  no  Confederation  whatfo- 
ever,  caft  out. 

§•  8.  If  therefore  you  are  already  difeouraged  and  terrified 
at  the  Greatnefs  of  your  Sins,  do  not  add  to  their  Weight  and 
Number  that  one  greater  and  worfe  than  all  the  reft,  a  Diftruft 
of  the  Faithfulnefs  and  Grace  of  the  BJeffed  Redeemer.  Do 
not,  fo  far  as  in  you  lies,  oppofe  all  the  Purpofes  of  his  Love  to 
you.  Oh  diftreffed  Soul,  whom  doft  thou  dread  ?  To  whom 
doft  thou  tremble  to  approach  ?  Is  there  any  Thing  fo  terrible, 
in  a  crucified  Redeemer,  in  the  Lamb  that  was  fain  ?  If  thou 
carrieft  thy  Soul  almoft  finking  under  the  Burthen  of  its  Guilt, 
to  lay  it  down  at  his  Feet,  what  doft  thou  offer  him,  but  the 
fpoil  which  he  bled  and  died  to  recover  and  poffefs  ?  And  did 

he 

(i)  Heb.  vii.  25.  (k)  John  vri.  37.  (1)  Rev.  xxii.  17, 

{mj  Mat,  xi.  28.  (n)  John  vi,  37,  (0)  Prev.  xxx,  6. 
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he  purchafe  it  fo  dearly,  that  he  might  rejeff  it  with  Difdain  ? 
Go  to  him  diredlly,  and  fall  down  in  his  Prefence,  and  plead 
that  Mifery  of  thine,  which  thou  haft  now  been  pleading  in  a 
contrary  View,  as  an  Engagement  to  your  own  Soul  to  make 
the  Application,  and  as  an  Argument  with  the  compaftionate 
Saviour  to  receive  you.  Go,  and  be  allured,  that  where  Sin 
hath  abounded,  there  Grace  jhall much  more  abound,  (p)  Be  al- 
fured,  that  if  one  S  nner  can  promife  hirnfelf  a  more  certain  Wel¬ 
come  than  another,  it  is  not  he  that  is  ieaft  guilty  and  miferable, 
but  he  that  is  moil  deeply  humbled  before  God  under  a  Senie 
of  that  Mifery  and  Guilt,  and  lies  the  loweft  in  the  Apprehen- 
lion  of  it. 

Reflection  on  thefe  Encouragements ,  ending  in  an  humble  and 

J  O  7  O 

earned  application  to  Chrift  jor  Mercy. 

O,  H  my  Soul,  what  fayeft  thou  to  thefe  Things  ?  Is 
there  not  at  leaft  a  Poffibility  of  Help  from  Chrijl  ? 
And  is  there  a  Poffibility  of  Help  any  other  Way  ?  Is  any 
other  Name  given  under  Heaven ,  vu hereby  vje  may  he  faved  ? 
I  know,  there  is  none,  (q)  I  muft  then  fay,  like  the  Lepers  of 
l/rael y  (r)  If  1  ft  here ,  1  peri fh  ;  and  if  1  make  my  Applica¬ 
tion  in  vain,  1  can  but  die.  But  peradventure.  He  may  fave 
my  Soul  alive.  I  will  therefore  arife ,  and  go  unto  Hun  ;  or 
rather,  believing  Him  here  by  Pi  is  fpiritual  Prefence,  finful 
and  miferable  as  I  am,  I  will  this  Moment  fall  down  on  my 
Face  before  Him, and  pour  out  my  Soul  unto  him. 

“  Blessed  Jejus ,  I  prefent  myfelf  unto  Thee,  as  a  wretched 
Creature,  driven  indeed  by  Neceffity  to  do  it.  For  furely 
were  not  that  Neceffity  urgent  and  abfo’ute,  1  Ihould  not 
dare  for  very  Shame,  to  appear  in  Thine  Holy  and  Ma- 
jeftick  Prefence.  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  my  Sins  and 
my  Follies  have  been  inexcufably  great  ;  more  than  I 
can  exprefs,  more  than  I  can  conceive.  I  feci  a  Source  of 
Sin,  in  my  corrupt  and  degenerate  Nature,  which  pours  out 
Iniquity,  as  a  Fountain  fends  out  its  Water,  and  makes  me 
a  Burthen  and  a  Terror  to  myfelf.  Such  Aggravations  have 
attended  my  Tranfgrefiions,  that  it  looks  like  Prefumpiion,  fo 
much  as  to  afk  Pardon  for  them.  And  yet,  would  it  not  be 
the  greater  Prefumption  to  fay,  that  they  exceed  thy  Mercy* 
and  the  Efficacy  of  Thy  Blood  ?  to  lay,  that  Thou  haft: 
Power  and  Grace  enough  to  pardon  and  fave  only  Sinners 

(p)  Rom.  v.  20.  [q]  A&siv.  12.  (r)  2  Kings  vii.  4. 
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*Ihe  Soul  humbly  applies  to  Cbrift , 

“  °f  a  Iower  °rder>  while  fuch  as  I  lie  out  of  Thy 
„  £each  ?  Preserve  me  from  that  blafphemous  Imagination  » 
rrelerve  me  from  that  unreafonable  Sufpicion  f  Lo"rd  Thou 
“  canft<j°«U  Things  neither  is  there  any  Thought  of  mine  Heart 
„  ™thhold*n  from  Thee .  (s)  Thou  art  indeed,  as  Thy  Word 
declares,  able  to  fave  unto  the  uttermofl.  (t)  And  therefore 
breaking  through  all  the  Oppofitions  of  Shame  and  Fear! 
that  would  keep  me  from  Thee,  I  come  and  lie  down 
as  in  the  Dull  before  Thee.  Thou  knovoefi,  Oh  Lord, 
ah  my  Sins,  and  all  my  Follies .  (u)  I  cannot,  and  I  hope 
1  may  iay>  i  vvould  not,  difguife  them  before  Thee,  or  fee 
myielf  to  find  out  plaufible  Excufes.  Accufe  me.  Lord,  as 
thou  pleafeft  ;  .  and  I  will  ingenuoufly  plead  guilty  to  all 
1  nine  Accusations.  I  will  own  myfelf  as  great  a  Sinner,  as 
Thou  called:  me  :  But  I  am  dill  a  Sinner,  "that  comes  unto 
Thee  for  Pardon.  If  I  mult  die,  it  (hall  be  fubmittine, 
/  and  owninS  the  Judice  of  the  fatal  Stroke.  If  I  peridi,  it 
fhaii  be  laying  hold  as  it  W'ere,  on  the  Horns  of  the  Altar  ;  lay- 

‘‘  myfelf  down  at  Thy  Foot-Stool,  though  I  have  been  f4ch 
€  a  Pe‘3e^  ngainft  I  hy  Throne.  Many  have  received  a  full 
*  Pardon  there  ;  have  met  with  Favour  even  beyond  their 
Hopes.  And  are  all  Thy  Compadions,  Oh  blefTed  Jefus 
exhauded  ?  And  wilt  Thou  now  begin  to  rejedl  an  humble 
Creature,  who  flies  to  Thee  for  Life,  and  pleads  nothing  but 
Mercy  and  Free  Grace  ?  Have  Mercy  upon  mey  Oh  mod  gra¬ 
cious  Redeemer,  have  Mercy  upon  me ,  and  let  my  Life  he  preci¬ 
ous  in  Thy  fight  !  (x)  Oh  do  not  refolve  to  fend  me  down 
to  that  State  of  Anal  Mifery  and  Defpair,  from  which  it  was 
.  Thy  gracious  Purpcfe  to  deliver  and  fave  fo  many  ? 

“  SPurn  me  not  away>  Oh  Lord,  from  Thy  Prefence,  nor 
“  be  offended  when  I  prefume  to  lay  hold  on  Thy  Royal  Robe, 
anci  fay,  that  1  cannot ,  and  voill  net  let  7 bee  gof  till  my  Suit  is 
*s  granted  !  (y)  Oh  remember,  that  my  Eternity  is  at  Stake  l 
6‘  Remember,  Oh  Lord,  that  all  my  Hopes  of  obtaining  Eter- 
“  nal  Happinefs,  and  avoiding  Everlading,  helplefs,  hopelefs  De- 
“  drudlion,  are  anchored  upon  Thee  :  They  hang  upon  Thy 
Smiles,  or  drop  at  I  hy  frown.  Oh  have  Alercy  upon  met 
*'  for  the  Sake  of  this  immortal  Soul  of  mine  !  Or  if  not  for 
“  the  Sake  of  mine  alone,  for  the  Sake  of  many  others,  who 
“  may,  on  the  one  Hand,  be  encouraged  by  Thy  Mercy  to 
“  me,  or  on  the  other,  may  be  greatly  wounded  and  difeou- 

“  raged 

(s)  Job  xlii.  2.  (t)  Heb.  vii.  25.  (u)  Pfal.  Ixix.  5. 

(x)  z  Kings  i.  14,  (y)  Gen,  xxxii.  26. 
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Ch.  13.  and  earn? fly  legs  for  Mercy . 

(i  raged  by  my  helplefs  Defpair  !  I  befeech  1  bee,  Ob  Lord,, 
<£  for  Thine  own  Sake,  and  for  the  Difplay  of  Thy  Father’s 
rich  and  fovereign  Grace  ;  I  befeech  1  bee  by  the  Blood 
Thou  didil  (bed  on  the  Crofs  ;  I  befeech  rFhee  by  the  Co- 
“  venant  of  Grace  and  Peace,  into  which  the  Father  did  enter 
is  with  Thee  for  the  Salvation  of  believing  and  repenting  Sin- 
“  ners,  fave  me  !  Save  me,  Oh  Lord,  who  carndlly  defire  to 
S(  repent  and  believe!  I  am  indeed  a  Sinner,  in  whole  final  and 
“  everlafting  Deftru&ion  Thy  Juflice  might  be  greatly  glorified: 
5‘  But  Oh,  if  thou  wilt  pardon  me,  it  will  be  a  Monument  raifed 
“  to  the  Honour  of  Thy  Grace  «nd  the  Efficacy  of  thy  Blood, 
<e  in  Proportion  to  the  Degree  in  which  the  Wretch,  to  whom 
*{  Thy  Mercy  is  extended,  was  mean  and  miferable  without 
“  it.  Speak,  Lord,  by  Thy  Blcffed  Spirit,  and  banifh  my 
Si  Fears  !  Look  upon  me  with  Love  and  Grace  in  Thy  Coun- 
“  tenance,  and  fay  to  me,  as  in  the  Days  of  Thy  Flefh  Thou 
“  didft  to  many  an  humble  Suppliant,  Tby  Sins  are  forgiven 
thee ,  go  in  Peace  P' 


pt  m  cQG£> 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

The  doubting  Soul  more  particularly 
ailifted  in  its  Enquiries  as  to  the 
Sincerity  of  its  Faith  and  Repen¬ 
tance. 


‘Iranfient  Imprefjions  liable  to  be  miftaken  for  Converfion ,  which 
would  be  a  fatal  Error.  §.  t.  General  Scheme  for  Self  Ex¬ 
amination.  §.  2.  Particular  Enquiries  ;  (1.)  What  Views 
there  have  been  of  Sin  ?  §.  3.  (2  )  What  Views  there  have 

been  of  Chrifl  ?  §.  4.  As  to  the  Need  the  Soul  has  of  him  :  §.  3. 
And  its  IP  illingnefs  to  receive  him  with  a  due  Surrender  ef 
Heart  to  His  Service.  §.  6.  Nothing  Jhort  of  this,  / ujficicnt . 
§•7.  7 he  Soul fubmitting  to  Divine  Examination  the  Sincerity 

of  its  Faith  and  Repentance. 

§.  1.  TN  Confequence  of  all  the  ferious  Things,  which  have 
JL  been  Did  in  the  former  Chapters,  I  hope  it  will  be 

LI  z  r*a 


JOO  As  there  is  Danger  of  miftahing  its  Cafe ,  Sec.  Ch.  1 3.' 

no  falfe  Preemption  to  imagine,  that  fome  Religious  Imprefli-’ 
ons  may  be  made  on  Hearts  which  had  never  felt  them  before  • 
or  may  be  revived,  where  they  have  formerly  grown  cold  and’ 
languid.  Yet  I  am  very  fenfible,  and  I  defire  that  you  may  be 
io  how  great  Danger  there  is  of  Self  Flattery  on  this  important 
Head  ;  and  how  neceffary  it  is  to  caution  Men,  againd  too 
baity  a  Conclufion  that  they  are  really  converted,  becaufe  they 
have  felt  fome  warm  Emotion  on  their  Minds,  and  have  refor¬ 
med  the  grofs  Irregularities  of  their  former  Condud.  A  Mif- 
take  here  might  be  infinitely  fatal  :  It  may  prove  the  Occafion 
of  that  falfe  Peace,  which  lhall  lead  a  Man  to  blefs  himfelf  in  his 
own  Heart ,  and  to  conclude  himfelf  fe cure  while  all  the  Threat- 
nwgs  and  Curfes  of  GOD's  Law  are  founding  in  his  Ears,  and  lie 
mdeed  directly  againft  him  :  (a)  While  in  the  mean  Time  he 
applies  to  himfelf  a  1  honfand  Promifes,  in  which  he  has  no 
Share  :  which  may  prove  therefore  like  generous  Wine  to  a  Man 
in  an  high  Fever,  or  flrong  Opiates  to  one  in  a  Lethargy.  The 
Stony  Ground  received  the  Word  «; With  Joy ,  and  a  promifmg  Har- 
veft  feemed  to  be  fpringing  up  ;  yet  it  fcon  withered  away ,  (b) 
and  no  Reaper  fillea  his  Arms  with  it.  How  that  this  may  not 
be  the  Caie  with  you,  that  ad  my  Labours  and  yours  hitherto 
may  not  be  loft,  and  that  a  vain  Dream  of  Security  and  Hap- 
pmefs  may  not  plunge  you  deeper  in  Mifery  and  Ruin,  give 
me  Leave  to  lead  you  into  a  ferious  Enquiry  into  your  own. 
Heart ;  that  fo  you  may  be  better  able  to  judge  of  your  Cafe, 
and  to  didinguifh  between  what  is  at  moil:  being  only  near  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven,  and  becoming  indeed  a  Member  of  it. 

2.  Now  this  depends  upon  the  Sincerity  of  your  Faith 
in  Chrift,  when  Faith  is  taken  in  its  larged  Extent,  as  explained 
above  ;  that  is,  as  comprehending  Repentance,  and  that  fteady 
Purpofe  of  new  and univerfal  Obedience ,  of  which,  wherever  it  is 
real.  Faith  will  affuredly  be  the  vital  Principle.  Therefore  to 
stffifl:  you  in  judging  of  your  State,  give  me  Leave  to  afk  you,  or 
rather  to  intreat  you  to  afk  yourfelf,  What  Views  you  have  had, 
and  now  have,  cf  Sin ,  and  of  Chrift  ?  And  what  your  future 
Purpofes  are,  with  regard  to  your  Condud  in  the  Remainder  of 
Xiife  that  may  lie  before  you  ?  I  fh all  not  reafon  largely  upon 
the  feveral  Particulars  I  fugged  under  thefe  Heads,  but  rather 
refer  you  to  your  own  Reading  and  Obfervation,  to  judge  how 
Agreeable  they  are  to  the  Word  of  God,  the  great  Rule,  by 
which  our  Charaders  mud  quickly  be  tried,  and  our  Eternal 
State  unalterably  determined. 

§•  3* 

(a)  Deut,  xxix,  19,20.  (b)  Matt,  xiii,  c,  6, 


Ch.  13.  Fhe  Soul  Jhould  enquire  into  its  Views  of  Sin,  Sec.  10 1 

3.  Enquire  ferioufly,  in  the  firft  Place,  What  Views  you 
have  had  of  Sin,  and  what  Sentiments  you  have  felt  in  your  Soul 
with  Regard  to  it?  There  was  a  Time,  when  it  wore  a  flattering 
Afpedt,  ^and  made  a  fair  inchanting  Appearance,  fo  that  all  your 
Heart  was  charmed  with  it,  and  it  was  the  very  Buflnefs  of  your 
Life  to  pra&ife  it.  But  you  have  flne’e  been  undeceived.  You 
have  felt  it  bite  like  a  Serpent,  and  fling  like  an  Adder,  (c)  You 
have  beheld  it  with  an  Abhorrence,  far  greater  than  the  Delight 
which  it  ever  gave  you.  So  far  it  is  well.  It  is  thus  with  every 
true  Penitent,  and  with  fome  I  fear,  who  are  not  of  that  Num¬ 
ber.  Let  me  therefore  enquire  farther,  Whence  arofe  this  Ab¬ 
horrence  ?  Was  it  merely  from  a  Principle  of  Self  love  ?  Was 
it  merely  becauie  you  had  been  wounded  by  it  ?  Was  it  merely 
becaufe  you  had  thereby  brought  Condemnation  and  Ruin  upon 
your  own  Soul  ?  Was  there  no  Senfe  of  its  Deformity,  of  its 
Bafenefs,  of  its  Malignity,  as  committed  againfl  the  Blefled  God, 
confldered  as  a  Glorious,  a  Bountiful,  and  a  Merciful  Being  ? 
Were  you  never  pierced  by  an  Apprehenflon  of  its  vile  Ingra¬ 
titude  ?  And  as  for  thofe  Purpoies  which  have  arifen  in  your 
Heart  againfl:  it,  let  me  befeech  you  to  refledl,  how  they  have 
been  formed,  and  how  they  have  hitherto  been  executed.  Have 
they  been  univerfal  ?  Have  they  been  refolute  ?  And  yet,  amidft 
all  that  Refolution,  have  they  been  humble  ?  When  you  de¬ 
clared  Wrar  with  Sin,  was  it  with  every  Sin  ?  And  is  it  an  ir¬ 
reconcilable  Yv^ar,  which  you  determine,  by  Divine  Grace,  to 
pufh  on  till  you  have  entirely  conquered  it,  or  die  in  the  At¬ 
tempt  ?  And  are  you  accordingly  a&ive  in  your  Endeavours 
to  fubdue  and  deftroy  it  ?  If  fo,  what  are  the  Fruits  worthy  of 
Repentance  which  you  bring  forth  ?  (d)  It  does  not,  I  hope, 
all  flow  away  in  Floods  of  Grief  :  Have  you  ceafed  to  do  Evil  ? 
Are  you  learning  to  do  well  ?  (e)  Doth  your  Reformation 
fliew,  that  you  repent  of  your  Sins  ;  or  do  your  renewed  Re- 
lapfes  into  Sin  prove,  that  you  repent  even  of  what  you  call 
your  Repentance  ?  Have  you  an  inward  Abhorrence  of  all  Sin, 
and  an  unfeigned  Zeal  againfl  it  ?  And  doth  that  produce  a  Care 
to  guard  againfl  the  Occaflons  of  it,  and  Temptations  to  it  ?  Do 
you  watch  againfl  the Circumflances that  have  infnared  you?  And 
do  you  particularly  double  your  Guard  againfl  that  Sin  which 
does  mofl  eaflly  befet you  ?  (f)  Is  that  laid  aflidc,  that  the  Chriflian 
Race  may  be  run  ;  laid  aflde  with  a  firm  Determination,  that 

H  3  you 

(c)  Prov.  xxiii.  32.  (d)  Luke  iii,  3.  (e)  Ifai.  i.  16,  1.7, 

(f)  Heb.  xii.  1. 
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^ave  y°u  Surrender'd  all  to  Chrijl  ?  Ch 


Parley  “S  i™  hS  you ' IT*’  y°U  Wi"  h°!d  no 

/  nn  it,  .hat  you  will  never  take  another  Step  towards  it  ? 

“  ofChrffh aJe  teen  ?  ™Tt  ‘T-®’  ‘‘  WhatJ'—^ 
“  Concern  with  Him  >”  K-  P“  \‘”k  °fc  Hw’’  and  of  your 
there  muft  he  n  fV  r  1  e  ^ou  keen  fully  convinced,  that 

ztnse  »„r' i"“'“ Hi”  -w 

Him  a  TCinH  nf  A' a  r :  a°u  Ice  >  tllaL  y°u  are  not  only  to  pay 

a  very  wife,  benevolent  ‘1^’  Z  ComPliment.  as 

Memory  you  have  a  p  ’  exceJ  ent  1  erion,  whole  Name  and 

reigns!  Ly He  re?er  nh?nCeforj  bUt  that>  BS  ^  lives  ar.d 
you  mult  look  to  Him  lZ°"’  a"  ,  fiWays  obrerving  you,  lo 
ail  Bufinefs  with  Him’  and^h^T^  hun,bly  tranf- 

..nee,  ..  *;:*“**'  W- 

1  Ls'&/“ ‘X'£^e"  b'°nf"»  “fip. 

GOD  P  l<rl  a  nr!  ’  d  J’0™  myM  before  the  moft  High 
fees  which  „n  "d  t  perhaps  you  vvcre  linking  of  Sacri- 

S’ out  Are  °Wn  &t0reS  might  have  been  fufficifnt  “>  fur. 
that  von  mifft  h  you,,now  convinced,  they  will  not  fuffice  ;  and 

-Me/?  H&  haVe  fejt°Urfe  t0  the  Lamb  ™hich  GOD  hath  pro. 

si  Of  IwlT,  ra  3  View  0f>^as  tie 

w  of  the  World?  (h)  as  made  a  Sin  Offering  for  us  thoutb 

in  Hit  ?%*’  W  Kigh-  bl  made.  the  Righteoufnef,  ’of  GOD 
-  i  •  r  ,r  ^  Have  you  viewed  Him,  as  perfe&Jy  righteous 

nefsT/evouraod  defp,,airing  °f  being  juftifled  by  any’  Righteouf- 
GODP  Yn  °,T*  havety° » /Emitted  to  the  Rightfinefs  of 
COZ>  ?  (k)  Has  your  Heart  ever  been  brought  to  a  deco 

S°anil  ‘  kmuft  h  SrP°f TrUth’  thac  if  ev«  you  faved 
to  ^  thr°U£h  ?hril'  that  if  ever  God  extend  Mercy 

h  T  b®  {°r  h,s  Sake  ;  that  if  ever  you  are  fixed 

i  fi  t  tS  ^G°Dahre,  you  mutt  ftand  there  as  an  ever- 
ad,npg  l  ,0M  °  Jh*C  Hflory  which  Chrijl  has  gained  over 
ove-  vo  £r?  01  *iC‘lj  Wb°  Wouid  otherwiie  have"  triumphed 

n''/'  hi','hPj°RE>  Pays>  b-ook  unto  me,  and  he  ye  laved  :  (1) 
“>**  f  1  fe  ‘feed  up,  l  Jhall  drmu  all  Men  untome,  (ml 
have  you  looked  to  Him,  as  the  only  Saviour  ?  Have  you  been 

T°  7’  by  that facred Magnet,  the  attractive  Influence 
.  ms  dy  mg  Love  ?  Do  you  know  what  it  is,  to  come  to  thrift  as 
^  poor ,  <weary  and  heavy  laden  o inner  >  that  you  may  find Re/i  ?  ( n ) 

(pjpLc.  vi.  6.  (h)_  John  i.  29,  (i)  2  Cor.  v.  ft° 

t.  )  .,om.  x.  t.  {1)  Ifei.  xlv.  22.  (m)  John  xii.  32. 


nj  Matt.  xi.  28, 


Ch.  13. 


Nothing  Jhort  of  this  is  [ufficient,  10  J 

Do  you  know  what  it  is,  in  a  fpiritual  Senfe,  to  eat  the  Blcflo, 
and  drink  the  Blood  of  the  Son  of  Man  ;  (o)  that  is,  to  look  upon 
Chrift  crucified  as  the  great  Support  of  your  Soul,  and  to  feel  a 
Defire  after  Him,  earned  as  the  Appetite  of  Nature  after  its 
neceffary  Food  ?  Have  you  known  what  it  is,  cordially  to  furren- 
der  yourfelf  to  Chrift ,  as  a  poor  Creature  whom  Love  has  made 
His  Property  ?  Have  you  committed  your  immortal  Soul  to 
Him,  that  he  may  purify  and  fave  it  ;  that  he  may  govern  it  by 
the  Dilates  of  His  Word, and  the  Influences  of  His  Spirit;  that 
he  may  ufe  it  for  His  Glory  ;  that  he  may  appoint  it  to  what 
Exercife  and  Difcipline  hepleafes,  while  it  dwells  here  in  Flefh  ; 
and  that  he  may  receive  it  at  Death,  and  fix  it  among  thofe 
Spirits,  who  with  perpetual  Songs  of  Praife  furround  His  Throne, 
and  are  His  Servants  for  ever  ?  Have  you  heartily  confented  to 
this  ?  And  do  you,  on  this  Account  of  the  Matter,  renew  your 
Content  r  Do  you  renew  it  deliberately  and  determinately, 
and  feel  your  whole  Soul,  as  it  were  faying  AMEN ,  while  you 
read  this  ?  If  this  be  the  Cafe,  then  I  can  with  great  Piea- 
fure  give  you  (as  it  were)  the  Right  Hand  of  Fellovjhip,  and 
lalute  and  embrace  you  as  a  fincere  Difciple  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift ,  as  one  who  is  delivered  from  the  Povuer  oft  Darin  efts,  and 
is  tranftated  into  the  Kingdom  oft  the  Son  of  GOD.  (p)  I  can 
then  falute  you  in  the  Lord ,  as  one  to  whom,  as  a  Minider  of 
Jefus ,  I  am  commifiioned  and  charged  to  /peak  comfortably ,  and 
to  tell  you,  not  that  I  abfolve  you  from  your  Sins,  for  it  is  a 
fmall  Matter  to  be  judged  of  Man's  Judgment ,  but  that  the  blef- 
fed  GOD  himfelf  abfolveth  you  ;  that  you  are  one,  to  whom  He 
hath  Jaid  in  his  Gofpef  and  is  continually  faying,  Tour  Sins  are 
forgiven  you  ;  (q)  therefore  go  in  Peace ,  and  take  the  Comfort 
of  it. 

§.  7.  But  if  you  are  a  Stranger  to  thefe  Experiences,  and 
to  this  Temper  which  I  have  now  deferibed,  the  great  Work  is 
yet  undone  ;  you  are  an  impenitent  and  unbelieving  Sinner,  and 
the  Wrath  of  GOD  abideth  on  you.  (r)  However  you  may 
have  been  awakened  and  alarmed,  whatever  RefoJutions  you 
may  have  formed  for  amending  your  Life,  how  right  foever 
your  Notions  may  be,  how  pure  foever  your  Forms  of  Worfhip, 
how  ardent  foever  your  Zeal,  how  fevere  foever  your  Mortifi- 
tion,  how  humane  foever  your  Temper,  how  inofFenfive  foever 
your  Life  may  be,  I  can  fpeak  no  Comfort  to  you.  Vain  are 
are  all  your  Religious  Hopes,  if  there  has  not  been  a  cordial 

H  4  Humiliation 

(o)  John  vi,  53.  (p)  Col.  i.  13.  (q)  Luke  vii.  48, 

(r)  John  iii.  36. 
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V04  The  Soul  Submits  its  Repent  ante 

Humiliation  before  the  Prefence  of  God  for  all  your  Sin,  •< 

s  **°Jpp4 

£,^  *■ 

f'f  of.  ,  ^  ,  _  ■  u/  1  aitn>  tins  denunciation  of  vour- 

Si  t,  not  mh‘S  r  °n  H'm  ^  of  your  Hope  T  f 

L*1!  SnSdiin  311  JCf^  the  ^  Servant  of  God 
that  you  -rn?  U/  n,0on0t  aj^  t^IS  acknovyIedge, 

pilZSA’ZSti )7:t  f  **r-“*»  *• 

gS«”  fL“  E“d-“d  *«#  >l«Ki'h« 

and  von  afeT  7  repeaE“  IP"’  that  aI1  your  Hones  are  vain, 

“readv  r^Sk"  O*  W-  (S)  The  Hok*  y°u  have 
n  7  ■  .  mu^  he  thrown  down  to  the  Ground,  and  the 

£°p~  Lrr'f  “d  “  — *J*Z 

in  LlhLtll  p‘ "*  “k  “■  ■“  *««  —  >• 

i  ,  .  .  , 

ST  be  Soul  Julmitting  to  Divine  Examination  the  Sincerity  of  it, 

Repentance  and  Faith. 

OH  Lord  God,  Thou  fearcheft  all  Hearts,  and  trie  It 
the  Rems  of  the  Children  of  Men.  (t)  Search  me.  Oh 
Mrs,  and  know  my  Heart  j  try  me,  and  knovo  my  Thoughts  ; 
and  fee  ,f  there  be  any  voided  Way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the 

teZFZ  dFp  ( UJ  Dotrh  n0t  “y  foafcience,  Oh  Lord, 
fl  ,  y  u  lhl  Pref®n^e>  that  my  Repentance  and  Faith  are 
ucn  as  have  been  defenbed,  or  at  leaf!  that  it  is  my  earned: 

y/^'cst  thcy  m*y  be  fo  r  Come  therefore.  Oh  Thou 
ttdjjed  spirit.  Who  art  the  Author  of  all  Grace  and  Confoiati- 
cn,  and  work  this  Temper  more  fully  in  my  Soul  !  Oh 
represent  bin  to  mine  Eyes  in  all  its  moft  odious  Colours 
tuat  1  may  fee!  a  mortal  and  irreconcilable  Hatred  to  it  !  Ch 
represent  the  Majefly  and  Mercy  of  the  Blefled  God  in  fuch 
a  Manner,  that  my  Heart  may  be  alarmed,  and  that  it  may 
be  melted  !  Smite  the  Rock,  that  the  Waters  may  fovo  ;  lx) 
Waters  of  genuine,  undiffembled,  and  filial  Repentance  >  Con- 
vtnee  me.  On  x  hou  Blefled  Spirit,  of  Sin,  of  Rightcoufnefs,  and 
Oj  judgment  /  ly)  Shew  me,  that  1  have  undone  myfelf,  but 

f  ^  1 1 1 S  c 

(s)  Matt.  VII.  26.  (t)  Jer.  xvii.  io.  fu)  Pfal.  cxxxix  2\t  ' 

W  Ixxviji.  20,  John  xVi,  8. 
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Ch.  13.  find  Faith  to  the  Divine  Examination .  105 

«<  that  my  Help  is  found  in  GOD  alone,  [z]  in  God  thro'  Chrift , 

<{  in  whom  alone  He  will  extend  Companion  and  lie  ip  <*0  me  ! 

<<  According  to  thy  peculiar  Office,  take  of  Chrift ,  and  fhew  it 
«  unto  me  l  [a]  Shew  me  His  Power  to  fave  !  Shew  me  his 
«<  Willingnejs  to  exert  that  Power  !  Teach  my  Faith  to  behold 
i(  Him ,  as  extended  on  the  Crofs  with  open  Arms,  and  with  a 
pierced  bleeding  Side  ;  and  lo  telling  me  in  the  molt  forcio-e 
“  Language,  what  Room  there  is  in  His  very  Heart  for  me  ! 

«<  May"  I  know  what  it  is,  to  have  my  whole  Heart  fubdued  by 
“  Love  ;  fo  fubdued,  as  to  be  crucified  with  Him  ;  [b]  to  be 
«<  dead  to  Sin,  and  dead  to  the  World,  but  alive  unto  GOD  thro 
“  Jefus  Chrift  !  [c]  In  His  Power  and  Love  may  I  confide  ! 

«  To  Him  may  I  without  any  Refer ve  commit  my  Spirit  !  His 
*£  Ima.-  e  may  I  bear  !  His  Laws  may  1  obferve  !  His  Service 
««  may  I  purfue  !  And  may  I  remain,  through  "Lime  and  Eter- 
44  nity,  a  Monument  of  the  Efficacy  of  His  Gofpel,  and  a  I  ro- 
6i  phy  of  His  victorious  Grace  ! 

“  Oh  Bleffied  God  !  If  there  be  any  Thing  wanting  towards 
i(  condituting  me  a  dneere  Chriftian,  difeoverit  to  me,  and  work 
“  it  in  me  !  Beat  down,  I  beleech  Thee,  every  falie  and  pre- 
“  fumptuous  Hope,  how  coitly  foever  that  Building  may  have 
“  been  which  is  thus  laid  in  Ruins,  and  how  proud  foever  I  may 
“  have  been  of  its  vain  Ornaments  !  Let  me  know  the  word  of 
“  my  Cafe,  be  that  Knowledge  ever  lo  diftrefsful  ;  and  if  there 
“  be  remaining  Danger,  Oh  Jet  my  Heart  be  fully  fenfible  of  it, 
“  lenfible  while  yet  there  is  Remedy  ! 

“  If  there  be  any  fecret  Sin  yet  lurking  in  my  Soul,  which  I 
«  have  not  fmcerely  renounced,  difeover  it  to  me,  and  rend  it  out 
“  of  my  Heart,  tho1  it  ffiould  have  fhot  its  Roots  ever  lo  deep, 
and  ffiould  have  wrap’d  them  all  around  it,fo  that  every  Nerve 
(i  ffiould  be  pained  by  the  Separation  !  Tear  it  away,  Oh  Lord, 
“  by  a  Hand  graciouily  fevere  !  And  by  Degrees,  yea,  Lord,  by 
“  fpeedy  Advances,  go  on,  I  befeechthee,  to  per fe £i  what  is  dill 
lacking  in  my  Faith  !  [d]  Accomplidi  in  me  all  the  good  Plea - 
fureof  thy  Goodnefs  :  [e]  Inrich  me,  Oh  Heavenly  Father, 
“  with  all  the  Graces  of  thy  Spirit  :  Form  me  to  the  compleat 
<c  Image  of  thy  dear  Son  :  And  then,  for  Llis  Sake,  come  unto 
me,  andmanifell  thy  gracious  Prefence  in  my  Soul ,  [f]  till  it  is 
ripened  for  that  State  of  Glory,  for  which  all  thefe  Operations 
**  are  intended  to  prepare  it  !  Amen  !” 

CHAP. 

[z]  Hof.  xiii.  9.  [a]  John  xvi.  15.  [b]  Rom.  vi.  6. 
[c]  Rom.  vi.  11.  [d]  1  ThefT.  iii.  10.  [e]  z  Theik  i.  11. 
[f]  John  xiv,  21,  23. 
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A  more  particular  View  of  the  feveral 

Branches  of  the  Christian  Tem- 

per^j  y  which  toe  Reader  may  be 

_artaer  affifted,  in  judging  what  he 

s,  an  what  he  Hiould  endeavour  to 
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Fellow  Creatures  ;  as  including  Love  ^ 
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Candour  in  judging.  §  2e  "Vym  r  )'22-Ani 

each  Branch  -.  §  24  %*,/,'  (c^  Qualifications  of 

5.  .6-  wJy,H "zs~7’ .  s- 

S,  •> .  nf  n«f  Prnl ,f,  „„£J'tZ- 

Feviewy  all  in  a  Scriptural  Prayer.  3°- 

fi!itEvNr  theJ.infin'te  Importance  of  Eter- 

I'  1  1111(3  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  fatisfy  my. 

_ __ _ _  felf 

!  fpNi  B't  is  a!moft  Abridgment  of  thTTlrceT 

lent  Book  ot  Dr.  Evans,  intitled.  The  Chriilian  Temper  fofaras 
it  relates  to  the'  Defcrintion  nf  i*  ,  •  /  i  ’  a  as 

in  force  each  nf  tl  **V  *  V  J  °r  Partlcu^ar  Arguments,  to 
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Ch*  14.  '  as  employing  a  New  ctnd  Divine  temper.  1 07 

{elf  in  any  Thing  which  I  can  fay  to  Men,  where  their  Eter¬ 
nal  Interells  are  concerned.  I  have  given  you  a  E  Jew,  i  hope 
I  may  truly  fay,  a  juft,  as  well  as  faithful  View,  of  a  tiuiy 
Chriftian  Temper  already.  Yet  for  your  farther  Affiftance  I 
would  offer  it  to  your  Confideration  111  various  iromts  of  * 

that  you  may  be  afiifted  in  judging  of  what  you  are,  and  of 
what  you  ought  to  be.  And  in  this  I  aim,  not  only  at  your 
Conviction,  if  you  are  yet  a  Stranger  to  real  Religion,  but  at 
your  farther  Edification,  if  by  the  Grace  of  God  you  are  by  this 
Time  experimentally  acquainted  with  it.  Happy  wiil  you  be, 
happy  beyond  Exprefiion,  if  as  you  go  on  from  one  Article  to 
another,  you  can  fay,  “  This  is  my  1  emper  and  Character. 
Happy  in  no  inconfiderable  Degree  if  you  can  fay,  “  f  his  is 
“  what  I  defire ,  what  I  pray  for ,  and  what  I  purj'ue ,  in  Prefer- 
*c  ence  to  every  oppofite  View,  tho’  it  be  not  what  I  have  as  yet 
i(  attained .” 

§.  2.  Search  then,  and  try,  what  Manner  of  Spirit  you  are 
cf.  (a)  And  may  He  that  Jearcheth  all  Hearts  direct  the  En¬ 
quiry,  and  enable  you  Jo  to  judge  your  [elf,  that  you  may  not  be 
condemned  of  the  Lord  f  (b) 

§.  3.  Know  in  the  general,  (<  that  if  you  are  a  Chrifiian 
t(  indeed,  you  have  been  renewed  in  the  Spirit  of  your  Mind  ;  (c) 

“  fo  renewed,  as  to  be  regenerate,  and  born  again.”  It  is  not 
enough,  to  have  affumed  a  new  Name,  to  have  been  brought 
under  feme  new  Refiraints,  or  to  have  made  a  partial  Change  in 
fome  Particulars  of  your  ConduCt.  The  Change  mutt  be  great 
and  univerfal.  Enquire  then,  whether  you  have  entertained 
new  Apprehenfions  of  Things,  have  formed  a  practical  Judg¬ 
ment  different  from  what  you  formerly  did  ;  whether  the  Ends 
you  propofe,  the  AffeCtions  which  you  feel  working  in  your 
Heart,  and  the  Courfe  of  Action  to  which  by  thofe  AffeCtions 
you  are  aireded,  be  on  the  whole  New  or  Old  ?  *  Again,  “  if 
“  you  are  a  Chriftian  indeed,  you  are  Partaker  of  a  Divine  Na- 
ture  ;  (d)  Divine  in  its  Original,  its  Tendency,  and  its  Re- 
“  femblance.”  Enquire  therefore,  whether  God  hath  implan¬ 
ted  a  Principle  in  your  Heart,  which  tends  to  him,  and  which 
makes  you  like  him.  Search  your  Soul  attentively,  to  fee  if  you 
have  really  the  Image  there  of  God’s  Moral  Perfections,  of  His 
Hoilnefs  and  PJghteoufnefs,  His  Goodnefs  and  Fidelity  ;  for  the 

Niw 

(a)  Luke  ix.  55.  (b)  1  Cor.  xi.  3 1 ,  32.  (cj  Eph.  iv.  23., 

*  The  Reader  may  fee  thefe  Thoughts  illuftrated  at  large,  m 
the  Three  firft  of  my  Sermons  on  Regeneration . 

(dj  2  Pet,  i,  4. 
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New  Man  is  after  GOD  created  in  V'nU  r  r 

*f  >  ( eJ  «  renewed  in  f  "»  H°‘ 

that  created  him.  (fj  cieage  after  the  Image  of  Hi 

••  ti;  m°:az  isson  ■■ ««. 

“  and  faireft  Refemblance  ofthl  lncarnate  bon.  'he  brighte 
“  ven  has  ever  beheld  ?”  The  pf  r^’  ~hlcil  Earth  or  Hea 
to  be  a  Model  for  all  his  Followers  ard  hf"  himfel 

del  in  oft  fit  for  our  Imitation  •  An  Fv  Y  IS  certa,nj/  a  Mo 

and  in  Circumflances  adapted'  to  oenefal  Ufe  °Ur  °W"Nature 
recommended  to  us  at  nL  k,  .  general  Uie  ;  an  Example 

the  endearing  Relations  in  wFch'hefia!  df f  Perfeaion’  ancl  bl 
our  friend,  and  our  Head  •  as  '•tj'  p  V  f?  ’JS’  as  0ur  Mafter 
lafling  State  is  to  be  fixed,  and  in  V  P  whom  0ur  ever' 

final  Happinels  is  to  confitt  if  ever  e  emb,ance  'o  whom  oui 
then  into  the  Life  and Sper 0 fcT T  Look 

traced  in  the  Gofpels  "aj  L  v  ■’"/,  as  delcribed  and  illuf- 
Thinglikeitinyou  ’ovvn  LFe  d  £r  ^  Mn  &d 
Devofion,  Love/and  RefYL  to  r"  >7  a"7  ThinS  of  J «* 
Humility,  Meeknefs,  and^nevolenY,  MeY 

o r  h js  Purity  and  Wifrlnm  u-  />  1Vjen  •  Any  Ehm? 

Patience,  his  Fortitude  his  Zeal  ?  f  the  WorId,  his 

GStitst rh,cT  ^4!/^ 

in  r  f ts  “edi?|  sss  — 

::  ^r£tf  ^ 

wnereas  to  be  carnally -minded is  Death  hh  )  ’>  tm  *  7  * 

“  in  ^  Flejh,  you  Elliot  war  af£t  A)  }'  m  7011  /m" 

•; o«i«,  .«j  c.ri;  i  ‘  7j2r  *• 

™  hd  “•'?  d"™/  «  Matter  of  Dm,  ■  bm  In 

fil  l  be  with  Regard  to  another  and  a  nobler  Intereft’  that  of  S 
rat.onm  and  immortal  Spirit.  Your  Thoughts,  y^r  Affrfh 

Regard  to  Th  7°“'  P0,'Ce  wi"  determined  by  a 
w£d  <  ri"ngs  Sftntual.  rather  than  W.  _  I„  3 

We  inv^fiblerlr  in  ' ^mf ^  ^ 

Cbjeas  will  take  up  your  Mind.  Your  Falth^wllU^on 
the  Being  of  God,  H.s  Perfeflions,  His  Providences  His  Pre 
ccpts,  His  Threatnings,  and  His  Promifes.  It  will’  fft  upon' 

felEph-dy*-.rvcoi.  iii.  ,o.  ■  (g)  Phii  ff 

(h)  Rom.  vm.  6.  0)  a  Cor.  x.  3.  fk/zCor.  v.  7.  *' 


#  14,  and  engages  to  be  Jpi ritually  minded,  IGCJ 

Ohrid,  whom  having  not  feen ,  you  will  love  and  honour.  (\J  It 
will  aft  on  that  unfeen  World, ,  which  it  knows  to  be  Eternal,  and 
therefore  infinitely  more  worthy  of  your  afteftionate  Regard, 
than  any  of  thofe  Things  which  are  feen ,  and  are  Temporal .  (m) 

^  These  ar e  general  flews  of  the  Chrijhan  Tempt})  on 
Which  I  would  intreat  you  to  examine  yourfelf :  And  now 
I  would  go  on  to  lead  you  into  a  Survey  of  the  grand  Bran¬ 
ches  of  it,  as  relating  to  GOD,  cur  Neighbour,  and  our  fives ;  and 
of  thofe  Qualifications,  which  mud  attend  each  of  thefe  Branches, 
fuch  as  Sincerity,  Con  fancy ,  Tenderntfs,Xeal ,  and  Prudence.  And 
I  beg  your  diligent  Attention,  while  I  lay  before  you  a  few 
Hints  with  Regard  to  each,  by  which  you  may  judge  the  better, 

both  of  your  State,  and  your  Duty. 

§.  7.  Examine  then,  I  intreat  you,  “  the  Temper  of  your 
“  Heart,  with  Regard  to  the  Bleffed  GOON  Do  you  find  there 
a  reverential  Fear,  and  afupream  i  .ove  and  Venerauon  for  His 
incomparable  Excellencies,  a  Defire  after  him  as  the  higheit 
Good,  and  a  cordial  Gratitude  towards  him  as  your  fupieam  Le- 
Inefaftor  ?  Can  you  trufl  his  Care  ?  Can  you  credit  his  I  ef- 
timony  ?  Do  you  defire  to  pay  an  unreferved  Obedience  to 
all  that  he  commands,  and  an  humble  Submillion  to  all  the  Dif- 
pofals  of  his  Providence  ?  Do  you  defign  his  Glory  as  your 
noblefi  End,  and  make  it  the  great  Bufinefs  of  your  Life  to  ap¬ 
prove  yourfelf  to  him  ?  Is  it  your  governing  Care  to  imitate 
him,  and  to  ferve  him  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth  (n)  ? 

8.  Faith  hiChrif  I  have  already  deferibed  at  large  ;  and 
therefore  fhall  fay  nothing  farther,  either  of  that  Perfuafion 
of  his  Power  and  Grace,  which  is  the  great  Foundation  or  it  ; 
or  of  that  Acceptance  of  Chrifl:  under  all  his  Charafters,  or  that 
Surrender  of  the  Soul  into  his  Elands,  in  which  its  peculiar  and 
diftinguifhing  Nature  confifls. 

§.  9.  If  this  Faith  in  Chrifl  be  fincere,  “  it  will  undoubtedly 
“  produce  a  Love  to  Him  which  will  exprefs  itfelf,  in  affec¬ 
tionate  Thoughts  of  him  ;  in  drift  Fidelity  to  him  ;  in  a  care¬ 
ful  Obfervation  of  his  Charge  ;  in  a  Regard  to  his  Spirit,  to  his 
Friends,  and  to  his  Interefls  ;  in  a  Reverence  to  the  Memorials 
of  his  dying  Love,  which  he  has  inflituted  ;  and  in  an  ardent 
Defire  after  that  heavenly  World,  where  he  dwells,  atid  where 
he  will  at  length  have  all  his  People  to  dwell  with  him.  foj 

§.  10.  I  May  add,  agreeably  to  the  Word  of  God,  “  that 

“  thus  believing  in  Chrifl,  and  loving  him,  you  will  alio  re- 

“  joice 

(\)  1  Pet.  i,  8.  fmj  2  Cor.  iv.  18.  (n)  John  hr,  24, 

(o )  John  xvii.  24. 
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bitnefs  to  accompHOMt  m^hTpr^F’  TS  his  comP!e: 
the  Privileges  o/his  PeopIe  V  h'$  W°rd-  ^  * 

that  fuch  a  Redeemer  hCapn'^  of  t0 

and  )'our  Joy  foryourfelve5P-iPKd  tl)ls.V*orld  of  ours 
gree  of  Ciearnefs,  with  which  you  ,e  ProPor!lona!:,le  to  the  De 
and  Relation  to  him.  dlicern  )/Qur  Duereilsin  him 

"  the'  Temp'er^f^ur  to  ^  “‘u  W  <* 

If  we  ha  J not  the  S  irl  Tfdrt  ^  ^  S*”f' 

<  f.l  1  **  «re  not  led  by  tb/sStff  GOtF  ***'  °f  Eh 
Children  of  GOD.  Ca  )  Von  F  /  °  D’  we  are  not  th‘ 

Chriflian,  defire  iha!  you  mavT  ^!r°'  *  y°U  are  a  teal 

that  you  may  have  every  pF  ‘  F‘d  'Mltb  the  Stirit  ’  (r) 

f*"*r  •  L  CC,  Socl. **>  “  « 

thefe  facred  Influence  "Ty  ff  ?eI,^tful-  A*d  to  cheriih 
Confideration  and  Meditation*  °"Ctl  naTe  ^fcourPe  t0  furious 
Sins,  which  tend  to  grieve  him  •  V  VV1  .abda,n  from  thofe 
Seafons,  in  which  helecms  to  bi'e,arh=  *"  lmProve  the  tender 

wil!  ftrive  earneflly  with  God  in  p  ‘'P011  y°ur  Scul  •  You 

him  feed  on ycuCC\W  more  ah,  '  that  y°u  may  have 

And  you  will  be  dSrol  t  f  Je/us  =  (*) 

his  Minion,  which  was  to  Or  -  FrFa  the  Sreat  End  of 
Kingdom.- - You'wdifd  r>  i’F  F  and  t0  eftabliifh  his 

••  -iw  » e^JfsfTJtsrr "»  s,ir“  * 

orate,  your  Obedience  .i.otoo,  ”  ,  '  f'r 

flowing  and  tender  vnnr  T>°  r  ’•  ^°Ur  o0rrovv  hr  Sin  over- 

dent  fin  a  Sd.’J carry  °?  Fr  ’  F  y°Ur  Lo'’e  *- 

Temper  of  a  Child  vim  i  ^he  arjd  Death,  with  the 

for  his  more  immediate  Prefence. *"  iS  rajher>  and  tjvho  longs 

“  be  defirSs  to  obmin  /X  ^vT  indefd;  >'ou  will 

Humility  of  Soul  to  which  you  wtH  u'/rT'  ,  Am:d!i  a!i  'hat 
to  commence  a  Hero  in  f  ‘®,.n1led»  >,GL1  W]A  vvifti 

vigorous  Refolntion  h  With  3 

Darknefs,  the  inward  CW  ™!  °f  ,he  Powers  of 

the  outward  Difficulties  you  i!»”  °  I0.0f  °'vn  He2rt»  and  all 

Duty,  while  in  the  Sand  in  MChS  °f  ^ 

On  conquering  and  to  conquer.  °  >'ou  £° 

§.  13.  All  thefe  Things  may  be  conf.dered  as  Branches  of 

(p)  Rom.  viii.  in.  (q)  Rom  ,*•;  ,  .  P  J 

<s)  Tit.  iti.  6.  (t)  John  xvi.  4.  '■  (r)  Eph'  v'  ,8‘ 


Ch.  14.  to  drift,  and  to  the  Holy  Spirit .  Ill 

Godlinejs  ;  of  that  Godline /},  which  is  profitable  unto  ah  1  kings , 
a^d  hath  the  Promife  of  the  Life  which  now  is,  and  of  tout  which 
is  to  come  (uj. 

§.  14.  Let  me  now  farther  lay  before  you  fome  Branches 
of  the  Chriftian  Temper,  44  which  relate  more  immediately  to 
“  our  [elves  N  And  here,  if  you  are  a  Chriftian  indeed,  you 
“  will  undoubtedly  prefer  the  Soul  to  the'Body,  and  i Things  Eter - 
44  nal  to  ihofe  that  are  Temporal Confcious  of  the  Dignity 
and  V  alue  of  your  Immortal  Part,  you  will  come  to  a  firm  Re- 
folution  to  fecure  its  Happinefs,  whatever  is  to  be  refigned, 
whatever  is  to  be  endured  in  that  View.  —  If  you  are  a  real 
Chriftian,  44  you  will  be  alio  clothed  with  Humility  (x).”  V  ou 
will  have  a  deep  Sente  of  your  own  Imperfections,  both  Na¬ 
tural,  and  Moral ;  of  the  ftiort  Extent  of  your  Knowledge  ;  of 
the  Uncertainty  and  Weaknefs  of  your  Refolutions  ;  and  of 
your  continual  Bependance  upon  God,  and  upon  almoft  every 
Thing  about  you.  And  efpecialiy,  you  will  be  deeply  fenfible 
of  your  Guilt  ;  the  Remembrance  of  which  will  fill  you  with 
Shame  and  Confufion,even  when  you  have  fome  Realon  to  hope 
it  is  forgiven.  This  will  forbid  all  Haughtinefs  and  Infolence, 
in  your  Behaviour  to  your  Fellow-Creatures.  It  will  teach  you, 
under  afflidlive  Providences,  with  all  holy  Submiflion  to  bear 
the  Indignation  of  the  Lord ,  as  thofe  that  know  they  have  finned 

againft  him .  ( yj - Again,  If  you  are  a  Chriftian  indeed, 44  you 

44  will  labour  after  Purity  of  Soul  ft  and  maintain  a  fixed  Ab¬ 
horrence  of  all  prohibited  fenfual  Indulgence.  A  Recolle&ion 
of  paft  Impurities  will  fill  you  with  Shame  and  Grief  ;  and  you 
will  endeavour  for  the  future  to  guard  your  Thoughts  and  Defires, 
as  well  as  your  Words  and  Actions,  and  to  abftain,  not  only 
from  the  Commiflion  of  Evil,  but  from  the  diftant  Appearance 
and  probable  Occafons  of  it  ;  (zj  as  confcious  of  the  perfect 
Holinefs  of  that  God  with  whom  you  converfe,  and  of  the  pu¬ 
rifying  Nature  of  that  Hope,  (a)  which  by  his  Gofpel  he  hath 
taught  you  to  entertain. 

§.  15.  With  this  is  nearly  allied  44  that  amiable  Virtue  of 
44  Temperance  ft  which  will  teach  you  to  guard  againft  fuch  a 
Ufe  of  Meats  and  Drinks,  as  indifpofes  the  Body  for  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  Sou!  ;  or  fuch  an  Indulgence  in  either,  as  will  rob 
you  of  that  precious  Jewel,  your  Time,  or  occafion  an  Expence 
beyond  what  your  Circumftances  will  admit,  and  beyond  what 
will  confft  with  thofe  Liberalities  to  the  Poor,  which  your  Re¬ 
lation 

(u)  i  Tim.  iv.  8,  (%)  t  Pet,  v.  5.  (y)  Mic.  vii.  9. 

{%)  1  TheC  v.  22,  (a)  1  John  iii.  3. 
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Jation  and  theirs  to  God  and  each  other  will  reonire  r  n 
you  will  guard  again!!  whatever  has  a  Tendency  ‘to  inc"  T 

from  Cn  P'  "  Whatever  would  alienate  the  Sou 

Go°- ,nd  ““  di“-  «• 

*t&  %  Jzzsstst*  t  s,“  *■ 

~£?4l‘h?'K-T“1’’  E'>i0rn,en«.  afier  whiih  manyfeV^uch 

yoi  »;iS„d  »»d  s„raf,. 

--  r  •  I  t  *‘iL  64,1  lfllI^oderate  Care  about  thofe  Things 

iill  fubmir  tf  ■  CC  difaPP0,n£  Undertakings,  you 

then/-  bn-’ra-  f  f  ore  Porous,  you  will  noi  envy, 

bellow  upon  them,  ££ w^^o^  “  £*? 

Si  “r  vo e  t  s alter  ^ 

.  It  is  you  w.l,  endeavour  to  make  the  bell  of  it  •  rc- 
membrmg,  ,t  ,s  what  Infinite  Wifdom  and  Goodrefs  have  bp 
pomted  you  and  that  it  is  beyond  all  Comparifon  better  "than 
y-,n  ave  de.erved  ;  yea,  that  the  very  Deficiencies  and  Incon 

ind  t0  the  Improvemen£  °^°ur  *«« 

a«Srs-»  a- 

t%-n-(b)  yo"cannot  irdeed  be  quite  infenfible!  cither  of 
Amcuors,  or  of  Injuries  ;  but  your  Mind  will  be  calm  and  com. 

p-,.,d  under  them,  and  fteady  in  the  Profecution  of  proper 
Duty  trough  Afflidiions  prefs,  and  though  your  Hopes*  your 

C^lrpu5’  r  -r rfpeas  be  de,a?ed-  Patience  win  prevent 
bony  and  raft  Conciuuons,  and  fortify  you  aoainft  feeldn"  ir- 

rw  Methods  of  Relief  ,  difpofm/you  in  the  mean  Time, 

-  "'fvd:a’lDe  P:ea‘eQ  t0  appear  for  you,  to  go  on  rteadily 
,j,.tne  ^ay  of  your  Duty  ;  committing yourfelf  to  Hbn  in  well 

h  °,U  W!  al)o  be  careful,  that  Patience  may  borne  its 
p?rjt8  Work,  (d)  and  prevail  in  Proportion  to  thofe  Circum- 
frances  which  demand  its  peculiar  Exercife.  For  Inftance,  when 

the  Succefiions  of  Jivi!  are  long  and  various,  fo  that  Deep  calls 

to  bap,  and  all  GOD's  Waves  and  Billows  feem  to  be  trbng 
even  you  one  after  another  ;  (e)  when  God  touches  you  in  the 
mofl  tender  Part  ;  when  the  Reafons  of  his  Conduft  to  vou  are 
quite  unaccountable  ,-  when  your  natural  Spirits  are  Weak  and 

Ci  C  C  3  V  c  d  *"* 

*  (c)  •  p“' iv-  <*■  w  *»•<• 
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decayed  ;  when  unlawful  Methods  or  Redrefs  feem  near  and  eafy ; 
ftill  your  Reverence  for  the  Will  of  your  heavenly  Father  will 
carry  it  againft  all,  and  keep  you  waiting  quietly  for  Deliverance 
in  his  own  Time  and  Way. 

N.  B.  If  this  Chapter  feem  too  long  to  he  read  at  once  it  may 
properly  he  divided  here . 

$.  18.  I  have  thus  led  you  into  a  brief  Review  of  the  Chri¬ 
stian  Temper,  with  Refpedl  to  GOD ,  and  our  [elves  :  Permit  me 
now  to  add,  <i  that  the  Gofpel  will  teach  you  another  Sett  of 
4<  very  important  LefTons  With  Refpedt  to  your  Fellow  C>  ra- 

turesN  They  are  all  fumvied  tip  in  this,  iS  Thou  Jhalt  love 
“  thy  Neighbour  as  thyfelf ;  [fj  and  whatfoever  thou  wouldjl 
“  (that  is,  whatsoever  thou  could  ft  in  an  Exchange  of  Circum- 
**  fiances  fairly  and  reafonably  delire, J  that  others  Jhould  do  unto 
i(  thee,  do  thou  likewije  the  fame  unto  thetnN  [g]  The  Religion 
of  the  Blefled  Jesus,  when  it  triumphs  in  your  Soul,  will  con¬ 
quer  the  Predominancy  of  an  irregular  Self  Love,  and  will  teach 
you  candidly  and  tenderly  to  look  upon  your  Neighbour  a? 
another  Self.  As  you  are  fenfrble  of  your  own  Rights,  you  will 
be  fenfrble  of  his  ;  as  you  fupport  your  own  Character,  you 
will  fupport  his.  You  will  deiire.his  Welfare,  and  be  ready  to 
relieve  his  Necefiity,  as  you  would  have  your  own  confulted  by 
another.  You  will  put  the  kindeft  Conftrudtion  upon  his  dubious 
Words  and  Adlions;  You  will  take  Pleafure  in  his  Ha'ppinefs, 
you  will  feel  his  Diilrefs,  in  fome  Meafure  as  your  own.  And 
moll  happy  will  you  be,  when  this  obvious  Rule  is  familiar  to 
your  Mind,  when  this  golden  Law  is  written  upon  your  Heart  ; 
and  when  it  is  habitually  and  impartially  confulted  by  you,  upon 
every  Occafion,  whether  great  or  fmall. 

§.  19.  The  Gofpel  will  alfo  teach  you  “  to  futon  Meeknefsf 
not  only  with  Refpeft  to  God,  fubmitting  to  the  Autho¬ 
rity  of  his  Word,  and  the  difpofal  of  his  Providence,  as  was  ur¬ 
ged  before  ;  but  alfo  with  Regard  to  your  Brethren  of  Mankind. 
Its  gentle  Inftru&ions  will  form  you  to  calmnefs  of  Temper  un¬ 
der  Injuries  and  Provocations,  fo  that  you  may  not  be  angry 
without,  or  beyond  j-uft  Caufe.  It  will  engage  you  to  guard 
your  Words,  left  you  provoke  and  exafperate  thole,  you  fhould 
rather  ftudy  by  Love  to  gain,  and  by  Tendernefs  to  heal.  Mcek- 
nefs  will  render  you  flow  in  ufing  any  rough  and  violent  Me* 


[f!  Rom.  xiii.  9.  [g]  Matt,  vii.  1 

I 


o 


[h]  Col.  iii.  12. 

thods. 
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t!)ods,  if  they  can  by  any  Means  be  lawfully  avoids  . 
ready  admit,  and  even  to  pronofe  a  RPrn  ^  *  an< 

have  been  entered  into,  if  there  may  yet  be  Hon^  oft " 

mg.  So  far  as  this  Branch  of  the  Chriftian  T  P  f  fuCCeed 
your  Heart,  you  will  take  fw  •  /n  ^emPer  prevails  ir 

rcight  give  unneceffary  Offence  to  othe^  Thin*8,  Whici 
yourfelf  in  a  modefl  Manner  a  r  rS  5  ^°U  Wld  behav* 

wounds  that  good  Caufe  in{x,i  •  if-  and  ^ames  and 

engaged.  *  11C  1  ]t  ls  boifleroufly  and  furioufly 

“  jiW’  ?“,«  !c5' C°nnf ' 1  “  a  t^efulDilto. 
a  Value  and  Efteem  for  Pa  a5",S  ’  y°U  wil),have  bucil 
to  preferve  it,  *,  much  as  '  1°  °bta,ni  and 

and  honourably  can  TV  •ifV’  -*  as  much  as  you  fairly 

c.„r« ^ « *■  ;■«»*»  »Poi: 

Offeree  and  {Wv  ;n  *.  j  •  ?  \  C  on  f  cauhous  of  giving 

Peace  as  fooV*  }TS  “t  but  earne%  de^ous  to  Regain 
that  the  Wound  tnZZ be  he  JedVhileV  ^  Mea(are  broken  ’> 
begins  to  rankle  and  feller.  And  more  effSy  "this^T  ‘C 

Difcipies  and  Servants.  10  bdleve  t0  be  his 

**  ^  /Jiz,  3 

rooulo  ,t  to  Sentiments  of  Companion,  and  Generality  (o  V 

you  wi  (eel  the  Wants  and  Sorrows  of  others  ;  you  will  delire 
to  relieve  their  Neceffities  ;  and  as  you  have  nL „ 
will  do  Good  both  to  their  Bodies  and  their  Souisf  ■  “expreffn* 
your  kind  Affedions  in  fuitable  Adions,  which  may  both  evf 
dence  their  Sincerity,  and  render  them  effeflual.  7 

«  .Liable  ”S  lnrhn  fan’  “  }’°U  Wil1  M°  maintain  Truth  in- 
-  b  ’  not  0Di>'  m  yout  Solemn  Tellimonies,  when  con- 

[i]  Jam.  i.  20.  [kj  Rom.  xii.  j§  m  £  h 
H  1  Vor,  i.  2.  [n]  Col.  iii.  12.  -  U  f  J‘ 
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firmed  by  an  Oath,  but  like  wife  in  common  Converfation.  You 
will  remember  too,  that  your  Promifes  bring  an  Obligation 
upon  you,  which  you  are  by  no  Means  at  Liberty  to  break  thro  . 
On  the  whole,  you  will  be  careful  to  keep  a  Arid  Corj-efpon- 
dence  between  your  VV ords  and  your  Adions,  in  fuch  a  Manner 
as  becomes  a  Servant  of  the  God  of  I  ruth. 

23.  Once  more,  as  amidft  the  ftrid eft  Care  to  obferve 
all  the  Divine  Precepts,  you  will  hill  find  many  Imperfections, 
on  Account  of  which  you  will  be  obliged  to  pray,  that  GOD 
rivould not  enter  into  find  Judgment  with  you,  as  well  knowing 
that  in  his  Sight  you  cannot  be  jufiified  ;  [o]  “  you  will  be  care- 

«  ful  not  to  judge  others ,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  fhould  awaken 
“  the  Severity  of  his  Judgment  agfrinjl yourfelf”  [p]  You  will 
not,  therefore,  judge  them  pragmatically,  that  is,|when  you 
have  nothing  to  do  with  their  Adions  ;  nor  rafhly,  without  en¬ 
quiring  into  Circumftances  ;  nor  partially,  without  weighing 
them  attentively  and  fairly  ;  nor  uncharitably,  putting  the  worft 
Conflrudion  upon  Things  in  their  own  Nature  dubious,  decid¬ 
ing  upon  Intentions  as  Evil  farther  than  they  certainly  appear 
to  be  fo,  pronouncing  on  the  State  of  Men,  or  on  the  whole  of 
their  Charader  from  any  particular  Adion,  and  involving  the 
innocent  with  the  Guilty.  There  is  a  Moderation  contrary  to 
all  thefe  Extreams,  which  the  Gofpel  recommends;  and  if  you 
receive  the  Gofpel  in  good  earnefl  into  your  Heart,  it  will  lay 
the  Ax  to  the  B.oot  of  fuch  Evils  as  thefe. 

§.  24.  Having  thus  briefly  illufirated  the  principal  Branches 
of  the  Chrifiian  Temper  and  Char aSter ,  I  fhall  conclude  the 
Reprefentation,  with  reminding  you  of  “  fame  general  Qualifi - 
“  cations ,  which  rnufl  be  mingled  with  all,  and  give  a  Tindure 
“  to  each  of  them  ;  fuch  as.  Sincerity ,  Confiancy ,  Tendernefs a 
ee  Zeal,  and  Prudence  S' 

§.  25.  Always  remember,  “  that  Sincerity  is  the  very  Soul 
e(  of  true  Religion.”  A  fmgle  Intention  to  pleafe  God,  and 
to  approve  ourfelves  to  him,  mult  animate  and  govern  all  that 
we  do  in  it.  Lender  the  Influence  of  this  Principle,  you  will 
impartially  enquire  into  every  Intimation  of  Duty,  and  apply  to 
the  Pradice  of  it  fo  far  as  it  is  known  to  you.  Your  Heart 
will  be  engaged  in  all  you  do.  Your  Condud  in  Private  and 
in  Secret,  will  be  agreeable  to  your  mod  publick  Behaviour.  A 
Serife  of  the  Divine  Authority  will  teach  you,  to  eficem  all  GO D's 
Precepts  concerning  ail  Things  to  be  right ,  and  to  hate  every  falft 
Way.  [qj 

1  2 

[o]  PLsL  ttiliii.  z.  [p]  Mat.  vii,  1,  2. 
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[q]  Pfal.  cxix.  128. 
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§.26.  Thus  are  you  in  Simplicity  and  godly  Sincerity  tn 
your  Conversion  in  the  World.  [rJ  And  “you  are  alfo  Wchtje 
U  upon  your  Soul  to  be  JledfaJl  and  immoveable,  I  fp 

“'r  b«hfc”=  «»  ,n«  iu  s,,„,  „f  dSo, i  e  .T IT 

th,ng  which  looks  like  it  ;  but  Religion  mull  be  an  habima 
and  permanent  Thing.  There  muft  be  a  Purpofe  to  adhere  to 

“f  J  f ,mes’  muft  be  made  the  Hated  and  ordinary  Bufi- 

fully  avoided  •  f  r  beHte  aadRPrefUmptU0US  SinS  muft  b®  care' 
y  a  oided  ,  a  Guard  muft  be  maintained  aeainft  the  common 

Infirmities  of  Life  ,  and  Falls  of  one  Kind  or  of  anotherTft 

be  iWaaer  of  proportionable  Humiliation  before  God,  and  muft 

cccafion  renewed  Relolution  for  his  Service.  And  thus  "Jot 

are  to  go  on  to  the  End  of  your  Life,  not  difcour.ged  by  \Z 

Length  and  Difficulty  of  the  Way,  nor  allured  on  the  one 

and,  or  terrified  on  the  other,  by  all  the  various  Temptations 

’  lch  may  lurround  and  affault  you.  Your  Soul  muft  be  fixed 

on  tins  Bafts,  and  you  are  ftill  to  behave  yourfelf  as  one  who 

knows  he  ferites  an  unchangeable  God,  and  who  experts  from 

nim  a .  Kingdom  which  cannot  be  mowed,  [t] 

,<  Zl'  AcaI"\So  far  as  the  Gofpel  prevails  in  your  Heart, 

„  j;ZlPdV  Z/ft*  and  theSt°ne  "ill  bo  transformed  into 
You  will  defire,  that  your  Apprehenfion  of  Divine 
mgs  may  be  quick,  your  Aneflions  ready  to  take  proper 
mpreffions,  your  Confcience  always  eafily  touched,  and,  on  ihe 
Whole  your  Refolutions  pliant  to  the  Divine  Authority,  and 
cordially  willing  to  be,  and  to  do,  whatever  God  lhall  appoint. 
You  will  have  a  tender  Regard  to  the  Word  of  God,  a  tender 
caution  agamft  Sm,  a  tender  Guard  againft  the  Snares  of  Prof- 
penty,  a  tender  Submiffion  to  God’s  afflicting  Hand  ;  In  a  Word 
you  will  be  tender,  where  ever  the  Divine  Honour  is  concerned- 
and  careful,  neither  to  do  any  Thing  yourfelf,  nor  to  allow  any 
Jhing  in  another,  fo  far  as  you  can  influence,  by  which  Gob 
lnould  be  offended,  or  Religion  reproached. 

§.28.  Nay  more  than  all  this,  You  will,  fo  far  as  true 
Chriftianity  governs  m  your  Mind,  “  exert  an  holy  Zeal  in  the 
Service  of  your  Redeemer  and  your  Father.'’  You  will  be 
szealoufly  a  fretted  in  every  good  Thing,  [u]  in  Proportion  to  its  ap¬ 
prehended  Goodnefs  and  Importance.  You  will  be  zealous 
efpecially,  to  correft  what  is  irregular  in  yourfelves,  and  to  aft 
to  the  utmoft  of  your  Ability  for  ihe  Caufe  of  God.  Nor  will 


you 


[r]  2  Cor.  i.  12.  [S]  ,  Cor.  xv.  58.  [t]  Heb.  xii.  2?. 

[u]  Gal,  IV,  1 8, 


Ch.  'A  Review  of  all  in  a  Scriptural  Prayer'.  11/ 

you  be  able  to  look  with  an  indifferent  Eye  on  the  Conduft  of 
ethers  in  this  View  ;  but  fo  far  as  Charity,  Meeknefs,  and  1  ru- 
dence  will  admit,  you  will  teftify  your  Difapprobation  of  every 
Thine  in  it,  which  is  dilhonourable  to  God,  and  injurious  to 
Men.  And  you  will  labour,  not  only  to  reclaim  Men  from 
fuch  Courfes,  but  to  engage  them  to  Religion,  and  to  quicken 

them  in  it.  „  .  .  „ 

§.  29.  And  once  more,  You  will  defire  “  to  ufe  the  Pru- 

«  dence  which  God  hath  given  you,”  in  judging  what  is,  in  pre- 
fent  Circumftances,  your  Duty  to  God,  your  Neighbour,  and 
yourfelf ;  what  will  be,  on  the  whole,  the  moll  acceptable  Man- 
ner  of  difeharging  it,  and  how  far  it  may  be  moll  advantageoufly 
purfued  ;  as  remembring,  that  he  is  indeed  the  wifell  and  the 
happieft  Man,  who  by  conftant  Attention  of  Thought  difeovers 
the  greatell  Opportunities  of  doing  Good,  and  with  ardent  and 
animated  Refolution  breaks  thro’  every  Oppofition,  that  he  may 
improve  thofe  Opportunities. 

§.  30.  This  is  fuch  a  View  of  the  Chriftian  Temper,  a$ 
could  conveniently  be  thrown  within  fueh  narrow  Limits  ;  and  I 
hope,  it  may  affift  many  in  the  great  and  important  Work  of  Self- 
Examination.  Let  your  own  Confcience  anfwer,  how  far  you 
have  already  attained  it,  and  how  far  you  defire  it  ;  and  let  the 
principal  Topicks  here  touched  upon  be  fixed  in  your  Memory 
and  in  your  Heart,  that  you  may  be  mentioning^  them  before 
God  in  your  daily  Addreffesto  the  Throne  of  Grace  in  order 
to  receive  from  him  all  necelfary  Affiftances  for  bringing  them 
into  Practice. 

A  Prayer,  chiefly  in  Scripture  Language,  in  which  the  federal 
Branches  ofl  the  Chriftian  Temper  are  more  briefly  enumerated , 
in  the  Order  laid  down  above. 

«  T)  LESS  ED  God,  I  humbly  adore  thee,  as  the  great 

«  1J  Father  of  Lights,  and  the  Giver  of  every  good,  and  every 
perfea  Gift ,  [x]  From  thee  therefore  I  feek  every  Bleffing, 
*£  efpecially  thofe,  which  may  lead  me  to  thyfelf,  and  prepare 
«  me  for  the  Eternal  Enjoyment  of  thee.  I  adore  thee,  as  the 
Ki  GOD ,  who  Jcarches  the  Hearts ,  andtries  the  Reins  of  the  Chd- 
dren  of  Men.  [y]  Search  me.  Oh  GOD,  and  know  my  Heart ; 
<•  fry  me,  and  know  my  Thoughts  :  See  if  there  be  any  wicked  Way 

in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  Way  everlafling.  [z]  May  1  know 

j  .  '  “  w  hat 

[x]  Jam.  i.  17.  [yj  Jer.  xvii.  10.  [z]  Pfal.  cxxxix.  23, 

24. 
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what  "Manner  of  Spirit  1  am  nf  /o  1  j  , 

“  ‘mltf  oTlo  f‘i  Err°r  ""Sh/beTnfiniLrfoll  -  fr0n 

Anew  Heart  do  thou  give  me  ,  t  Sptrt*°f  Mi**1  (b 
within  ?ne  /  (c)  Make  f  thou  pu 

(d)  and  as  be  who  hath  calUimZZh^flh 

™bich  was  alfo  in  Chrift  JeL  77  f  J*™  ¥'»/  be  '»  « 
<w  be  walked!  (s)  Deliver  Lf  1  I?’ay  1  f°  ™“lk  tvn 
which  is  Death-  and  m- L  ^  ,  ,IOm  ^emg  carnally  minded 

Life  and  PeZ  ^  > 

of  Senfe  3i  r  7  ’  *,Me  1  Pafs  thro’  *is  Work 

[f‘h, giving  Glory  to  GOD  /  (k)  ’  }  he  Pm& 

“  ^«/Jnd%peMed  °h»L°rd/ iTt^v.  ^  aMeared  unt°  a>- 

“  Lullre  effeluallv  t  /  ’  W“h  /Uch  glonous  Evidence  and 
“  Lu/ts,  ;nd  toli/  1,  me-  ?  7  V”Z°dHnefs  and  worldly 

“  mik  H  .  l™e  foberly,  nghteoufly ,  and  godly  I  (1)  Work  in 

“  Tmi  aS3:  't*  G°1Wj  Whkh  4™//  V. Wi//  St 

Mzy  l  yield  myfelf  unto  thee,  as  alive  from  the  Dtad  ’■  M 

S  4tr  7 •  f  7  *  ***  4;  and  affable  H 

y  Ke  g ht,  which  is  my  moji  reafonable  Service  '  ( n )  jU  a  v  f 

S  7t  ef“fulaDd  affeflionate  ReSdstkhe 
ffed  thine  Incarnate  Son,  the  Brightrehof  thv  Cl 
and  the  exfrefs  Image  of  thy  Per  ion  /  ,„  T  7  7r 

-  >*  »>y  A/ a,  fS  L  £,  Il!£i  I*;; 

“  fill}  Ghl,  !'m“SA  1  ',r,7  3^  ini 

“F'J\  7-\  7  ,And  ™y  the  Life  which  I  live  in  the 

h  t/4  da7  f*  *alth  of  the  Son  °f  G0D  '  N  May  I 

i/ilf  ;  '  ::>r  •  ci  .«d» dyihfSfti 

tgfry^stza+isssur, 

-  */  »tr ; 
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(a)  Luke  ix.  cr. 
2  Pet.  i.  4. 

1  John  ii.  6. 
(k)  Rom.  iv.  20. 
(n)  Mark  xii.  30. 
H,b.  i.  3. 
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(d) 

(S) 


(b)  Eph  iv.  23.  (C)  Ez;k.  xxxvi.  s 

p  t  Po*-  :  /  ,  .  T-.... 


(q) 


(e)  1  Pet.  1.  15 
(^)  Rom.  viii.  6. 
0)  'Lit.  ii.  11,12. 

(0)  Rom.  vi.  13. 
( r)  1  Pet.  i.  S. 


Lph.  v.  1 8.  (u)  Rm.  viii*  14. 


(  0  Phil.  11. 
(i)  2  Cor.  v. 

1  Tim.  iv. 
(p)  Rom.  xii. 
(5)  Gal.  ii. 
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Father!  (x)  May  he  work  in  me  as  the  Sp,nt of Low, 
and  of  Power  and  of  a  Sound  Mind;  (y)  that  fo  I  may 
add  to  my  Faith,  Virtue  !  (z)  May  I  be  ftrong  and  very 

courageous,  (a)  and  quiet  my/elf  like  a  Man,  (  )  n  1  * 
aChriftian,  in  the  Work  to  which  I  am  called  and  in  that 
Warfare,  which  1  had  in  View,  when  I  lifted  under  the  tan- 

ner  of  the  great  Captain  of  my  Salvation  ! 

“  Teach  me.  Oh  Lord,  ferioully  to  confider  the  Nature  of 
my  own  Soul,  and  to  fet  a  fuitable  Value  upon  it  May  I 
labour,  not  only,  or  ch.efly,  for  the  Meat  that  perifheth  but 
for  that  ’which  endureth  to  Eternal  Life  !  (c)  1  ay  unl, 

ble  my f elf  under  thy  mighty  Hand,  and  be  clothed  -with  Hum- 
lily  .  '(d)  decked  with  the  Ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  Spi¬ 
rit,  ’’Which  in  the  Sight  of  GOD  is  of  great  Price  !  (e)  May 
I  be  pure  in  Heart,  that  I  may  fee  GOD  ;  (f )  mortifying  my 
Members  ’which  are  on  the  Earth,  (g)  fo  that  if  a  * 
Eye  offend  me,  I  may  pluck  it  out,  and  if  a  Right  Hand  offend 
me,  1  may  cut  it  off!  (h)  May  I  be  temperate  in  all  things 
(\ )  content  ’with  fuch  Things  as  1  have,  (k)  and  inftruBed 
to  be  fo  in  vihatfoever  State  I  am  !  (1)  May  Patience  a.,o 
have  its  perfect  Work  in  me,  that  1  may  be  in  that  Refpect 
ccmpleat,  and  voanting  nothing  !  (m) 

“  Form  me,  Oh  Lord,  I  befeech  thee,  to  a  proper  Temper 
toward  my  Fellow -Creatures  !  May  I  love  my  Neighbour  as 
myjelf  ;  (n)  and  wbatfaever  1  would  that  others  jhould  hj 
unto  me,  may  I  alfo  do  the  fame  unto  them  !  fo)  May  I  put 
on  Meeknefs  ($)  under  the  greateft  Injuries  and  Provocati¬ 
ons  ;  and  if  it  be  pofjible,  as  much  as  lieth  in  me,  may  I  live 
peaceably  with  all  Men  !  (q)  May  I  be  merciful,  as  my  Fa¬ 
ther  in  Heaven  is  merciful  !  (r)  May  I  j peak  the  Truth  from 
my  Heart ;  fs)  and  may  I  fpeak  it  in  Love  ,  ft)  guarding 
againit  every  Inftance  of  a  cenforious  and  malignant  Dtfpo- 
fition  ;  and  taking  Care  not  to  judge  feverely,  as  I  would  net 
be  judged  ( u)  with  a  Severity,  which  thou.  Lord,  knoweil, 

I  4  “  and 


(x)  Rom.  viii.  15. 

(a)  Jolh.  i.  7. 
fd )  1  Pet.  v.  5,  6. 

(g)  Col.  iii.  5. 

(k)  Heb.  xiii.  5. 

(n)  Gal.  v.  14* 

(q)  Rom.  xii.  18. 
(t)  Eph.  iv.  15. 


(y)  2  Tim.  i.  7. 

(b)  1  Cor.  xvi.  1 3. 
(e)  1  Pet.  iii.  4. 

(h)  Mat.  v.  29,  30. 

(1)  Phil.  iv.  11. 

(o)  Mat.  vii.  12. 

(r)  Luke  vi.  36. 
(u)  Mat.  vii.  1. 


(z)  2  Pet  i. 

(c)  John  vi.  27. 
(fj  Mat.  v.  8. 

(i)  1  Cor.  ix.  25. 

(m)  Jam.  i«  4* 
Col.  iii-  1 

(s)  Pfal.  XV,  2. 
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ab?e ^tofjpbr'"®  °Wn  Confcience  knows,  I  fhould  not  be 

tiL  ^onh^ChriftL  w/,0  TV"  me  allthoff  %>«¥'«■ 

acceptable  to  thee  and  mC’  WhlCk  may  render  1(  peculiarly 
bon  in  the  World’  /v  ^  Pro^e  ornamental  to  my  Profel- 

voitbin  me  ;  (x7  make  "T’  l  bf“h  thee’  *  SP»* 

no  allowed  Guile  /m  T/u in  there  is 

Pcffover  Sacrificed  forme  mav  I  Li  1  l  33  ** 

unleavened  Bread  of  Si,,rc  <  cr  ,  ^  ‘^e  P  ft  the 

leech  thee.Ohthou  Auth/'  **'/""£  '  (z)  Make  me,  I  be- 

andmmoveabh  always  aLLiT^Tt^W^l 
m  Labour  (hall+^+l  a  n  .  ^  ^  orky  as  kno^jiner  that 

j  uuur  nof  be  £na|i  in  .  ,  /  .  Ayr 

be  tender  (b)  eafilv  ir  ,  .  ,  :  'a '  ay  my  Heart 

dences,  touched  S  h  a  W“h  Word  a"d  Provi- 

and  fenfible  of  everv  ,Co"cern  for  Glory, 

f”  * (?'»;“  & ‘/ir ;ic7  ? 

%  g“«  t  £*~/  *  '  Thult "tf  £ 

lenPthbrL  ftln,ns  Image  of  my  dear  Redeemer;  and  ft 

llrels  and  If  C°  ^Car  £de  bright  Refemblance  of  his  Fo 
dneis  and  his  Glory  in  that  World  where  he  dwells  rhw 

fJ£$ 2 ,ftM°n0U,rS  t  himA^  ‘bee,  Oh  thou 

O  ,  c  /  Mtrctes,  whole  invaluable  Gift  he  is  anrl  w  • 

bly-hopeTl'mycairS  Influ,en“sI  ^ould  hum- 

Amen.»  *  b  my  Falher>  and  fifus  my  Saviour  / 


(a/7 Cores'0'  77  i°hn  '•  +7.  GO  i  Cor.  v.  7  g 

d  Rom '  x  2  /  j  r  gS  ™L  '9'  (c)  Numb.  w 
■  ‘  -  2‘  (e)  1  cor-  14.  (f)  Mat.  x.  16. 


^  ^  ^  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  £  $  $  £  %  £ 
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CHAP.  XV. 


The  Reader  reminded  how  much  he 
needs  the  Afiiftance  of  the  Spirit 
of  GOD,  to  form  him  to  the  Tem¬ 
per  delcrihed  above,  and  what  En¬ 
couragement  he  has  to  expedt  it. 

Forward  Refolutions  may  prove  ineffectual  :  §.  i-  Yet  Reli¬ 

gion  is  not  to  be  given  up  in  De/pair,  but  Divine  Grace  fought . 

§.  2.  A  general  View  of  its  Reality  and  Neceffty,  from  Plea- 
Jon,  §.  3.  and  Scripture.  §.  4*  The  Spirit  to  be  fought , 
as  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl ,  $.  5.  And  in  that  View ,  the  great 

Strength  of  the  Soul.  §.  6.  The  Encouragement  there  is  to 
hope  for  the  Communication  of  it.  §.  J.  Vl  concluding  Ex¬ 
hortation  to  pray  for  it :  §.  8.  And  an  humble  Addrefs  to 

GOD,  purfuant  to  that  Exhortation . 

1.  T  HAVE  now  laid  before  you  a  Plan  of  that  Temper 
j[  and  Chara&er,  which  the  Gofpel  requires,  and  which, 
if  you  are  a  true  Chriftian,  you  will  defire  and  purine.  Surely 
there  is  in  the  very  Defcription  of  it  fomething  which  mull 
powerfully  flrike  every  Mind,  which  has  any  Talle  for  what  is 
truly  beautiful  and  excellent.  And  I  queflion  not,  but  you,  my 
dear  Reader,  will  feel  fome  Imprefion  of  it  upon  your  Heart. 
You  will  immediately  form  fome  lively  Purpofe  of  endeavour¬ 
ing  after  it  ;  and  perhaps  you  may  imagine,  you  fhall  certainly 
and  quickly  attain  to  it.  You  lee  how  reafonable  it  is,  and 
what  defirable  Confequences  neceffarily  attend  it,  and  the  Af- 
pedt  which  it  bears  on  your  prefent  Enjoyment  and  yourfutur^ 
Happinefs  ;  and  therefore  are  determined,  you  will  add  accord¬ 
ingly.  But  give  me  leave  ferioully  to  remind  you,  how  many 
there  have  been,  (would  to  God  that  feveral  of  the  Inftances 
had  not  happened  within  the  Compafs  of  my  own  perfonal 
Obfervation  !)  nxhofe  Goodnefs  hath  been  like  a  Adorning  Cloud , 
and  the  early  Dewe  which  foon  paffetb  away,  (a)  There  is  not 

Room 

(a)  Hof.  vi,  4, 


■trlKath  *  ourfelves  to  obtain  it. 


„  .  ,  •  Ch.  i 

Koom  indeed  abfolutely  to  armlv  th~  \tt  , 
m  the  mod  rigorous  Senfe  when  he  G  °r7  °fr/c-^,rs>  taker 
Wight  humble  their  too  hafty  and  <77  7TJ’ .  <that  he 

cannot  /erase  the  Lord,  (b)  But  I  will  "SUI"e  Rel°!uti°ns,)  You 
not  eafily  do  it  Ah-  '  L  ,  1  1  vcnture  to  fay,  You  can 

.0  b„.k  ,h™gh  ,  £'„“o“hTT'«“ 

»»  and  ”d  7  “TT”'  1“' 

Snare  you  may  attempt  to  break  r  ?  y°U  back  imo  the 
not  the  fubtile  Artifices^  which Eyour  own  C  "  y°U  know 
the  upon  you,  in  order  to  recover  their  ^rUpt'0nS  wiH  Prac* 

You  thmk  the  Views  you  now  ha  ve  If  ^D  °n  over  lou. 

becaufe  the  Principles  and  ni'fl  Th‘ngs  wiJi  be  lading  ; 
But  perhaps  To  morrow  may  und ' ’  t0  'Vh'Ch  the?  rcfer  are  i°  : 
you  anew.  To  morrow  ,ndeceive  y°“.  or  rather  deceive 

which  lhall  amufe  you  intoV'hv' ^°T\  3  new  Drefs» 

perhaps  before  you  lie  dm-  borgetfulnefs  of  all  this.  Nay 

now  feel  may  wear  off.  ThTco°rrup°Ur)If  d’  7  ImPreffions  you 
now  perhaps  a  little  charmed  down  andT  °  your. 0lvn  Heart, 

Bep  oniayrfpnng  Up  a§ain  with  Vdojence  at  ft  Td 
ilept  only  to  recruit  their  Vigour  •  and  if"’  ‘  'hey  had 

by  a  better  Strength  than  vrn,'  J  ’  t  fyOU  arenot  %portcd 

will  only  make  your  fut„2  r  L  ’■  StruSgle  for  liberty 

H  and  the  more  fatal.  ‘he  heavier,  the  morelhame- 

to  lie  down1  in  Defpaff'?*  t^ff °"  «? /S  the  COnv!nced  Sinner 
“  and  by  exerting  myfel/  with  V'  1  3m  3  he!Plefs  Captive, 

“  fooner  than  my  Bonds  and  •  ‘O-ence,  may  break  my  Limbs 

god  forbid  /  You  cannor  71  7  7\ 1  WOuld  "»ove.” 

quainted  with  Chrifliaiiitv  a’  *  m  PerlUjded>  be  fo  little  ac- 
“  0 (Divine  4 Manors  be’-rs  !°‘  “  b°!'  “  that  the  £>°£lrine 

y»»  b..e  0f4l  d“k  “  ,:Znf  rU‘,  rr  ” 

“  -4  :% 1£s,t£X£ 
<»  k  4;„4r4rn  t-  *?.ar«  *i *-•' " 

tion  to  this,  as  a  Truth  of  the°rT’  d°Wn  Pour  ^‘ten- 

importance.  °* ^  deareft  Evlden«»  and  the  utmoft 

i  3-  Reason  indeed,  as  well  as  the  whole  Tenor  of  Scrip- 

(b)  Jofb.  xxiv.  m  •••  ,  ture 

(e)  Phil.  iv.  ,3.  j f}  (2}Coi_  xJW9.H'  (d)  R°m-  Vii''  I3' 
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tare,  agrees  with  this.  *  The  whole  created  World  has  a  ne- 
ceflary  Dependance  on  God  :  From  him  even  the  Knowledge 
of  Natural  Things,  is  derived,  (g)  and  Skill  in  them  is  to  be 
afcribed  to  him.  (h)  Much  more  loudly  does  fo  great  and 
excellent  a  Work,  as  the  new  forming  the  human  Mind,  befpeak 
its  Divine  Author.  When  you  confider,  how  various  the  Bran¬ 
ches  of  the  Chriflian  Temper  are,  and  how  contrary  many  of 
them  alfo  are  to  that  Temper,  which  hath  prevailed  in  your 
Heart,  and  governed  your  Life  in  Time  pad  ;  you  mud  really 
fee  Divine  Influences  as  neceffary  to  produce  and  nourifh  them, 
as  the  Influences  of  the  Sun  and  Rain  are  to  call  up  the  Variety 
of  Plants,  and  Flowers,  and  Grain,  and  Fruits,  by  which  the 
Earth  is  adorned,  and  our  Life  fupported.  \  ou  will  be  yet 
more  fenfible  of  this,  if  you  reflect  on  the  violent  Oppofluon 
which  this  happy  Work  mull  expedt  to  meet  with,  of  which  I 
{hall  prefently  warn  you  more  largely,  and  which  if  you  have 
not  already  experienced,  it  mud  be  becaufe  you  have  but  very 
lately  begun  to  think  of  Religion. 

§.  4.  Accordingly,  if  you  give  yourfelf  Leave  to  confult 
Scripture  on  this  Head,  (and  if  you  would  live  like  a  Chridian, 
you  mud  be  confulting  it  every  Day,  and  forming  your  Notions 
and  Actions  by  it  ;)  you  will  fee,  that  the  whole  Tenor  of  it 
teaches  that  Dependence  upon  God,  which  I  am  now  recom¬ 
mending.  You  will  particularly  fee,  that  the  Production  of 
Religion  in  the  Soul  is  Matter  of  Divine  Promife  ;  that  when 
it  has  been  effedled.  Scripture  afcribes  it  to  a  Divine  Agency  ; 
and  that  the  Increafe  of  Grace  and  Piety  in  the  Heart  of  thole 
who  are  truly  regenerate,  is  alfo  fpoken  of  as  the  Work  of 
God,  who  begins  and  carries  it  on  until  the  Day  of  Jefus  Chrijl .  (i) 
§.  5.  In  Confequence  of  all  thefe  Views,  lay  it  down  to 
yourfelf  as  a  mod  certain  Principle,  “  that  no  Attempt  in  Re- 
“  ligion  is  to  be  made  in  your  own  Strength.”  If  you  forget 
this,  and  God  purpofes  finally  to  lave  you,  he  will  humble  yon 
by  repeated  Disappointments,  till  he  teach  you  better.  You  will 
be  alhamed  of  one  Scheme  and  Effort,  and  of  another,  tili  you 
fettle  upon  the  true  Bafls.  He  will  alfo  probably  fhew  you, 
not  only  in  the  general,  that  your  Strength  is  to  be  derived 
from  Heaven  ;  but  particularly,  that  it  is  the  Office  of  the  BleR 
fed  Spirit ,  to  purify  the  Heart,  and  to  invigorate  holy  Refolu- 
tions  ;  and  alfo  that  in  all  thefe  Operations  he  is  to  be  confldered 
>  v  as 

*  See  many  of  thefe  Thoughts  much  more  largely  illudrated 
in  my  Vllth  Sermon  cn  Regeneration. 

(%)  Pfal.  xdv.  10.  (h )  Exod.  xxxi,  3,6.  (\)  Phil.  i.  6, 


I  AtJ. 


j.  rjt 


pmt  rnuji  be  fougbt  for  by  ^  ^ 


,  3e  ftlrit  of  Chriji ,  working  under  his  n;r„,r,- 
vnal  Communication  from  him?  under  the  ('I,  o‘°n’  and  as  * 

Bead  of  the  Church ,  the  grand  Tre^furer  a  A  ^  great 
holy  and  beneficial  Influences  Or  l  t  a  DlfPenfer  of  thefe 
the  Supply  of  the  Spirit  ffus  A^t  it  is  called 

./  W,/,  Fn/m/j  „„  c  S'  >»r,  I'm;  »»d 

6.  Resolve  therefore  n^n,^  n  c  '  «  n' 

and  for  the  Care  of  your  SoJl  •  buf  «  ^77  ServiJceof  God. 
“  humbly.”  Even  the  Youth  \  it  r  -  re^°  ve  mode{Uy  and 
•>*"»?  utterly  fall  .  but  th/Y-h  °”d  h[  nueary,  and  the 
Perfons  who  /£„>  7o)™w7  *h‘  are  thc 

afraid  to  declare  in  the  Prefence  of  i  7  ‘7  \  S°“.  15  almoft 
do  this,  or  that  which  has  f„  7  ^orci>  that  it  will  not 

afraid  abfolutely  to  promife  That  k  °?fnde^  hlm  ;  when  it  is 
Duty,  with  Vigour  and  Con#,  u  Perfo™  this>  or  that 
bleearneft  Defire  th«h  mav  F  r  but  9°*  e7xPreff«  «*  hum- 
one,  or  purfue  the  oi  l  77  7  G?"  le  enabled’  avoid  the 

Experience  have  reached*  it  hOnth""  7??^  °bfervation  <* 

*;  °f7  -srf  I'T"r  ■  -  - 

**  7>r  ^«£Ktr»a: 

difcoL£, j,  >,o„f '1;™;;^:^"'”“!“  “™-<  m. 

Sr"  2 

ss,  t/s  ,T,„lrL“LfrbGoD  r  • t““: 

a  rrr«;,ir  T-r  -  “■  «%z 

^unicating  to  fuch  as  h’um'bly  Tk^iTthofe  Jractus  77777 

ces,  which  may  form  their  deathlefs  Souls  into  his  own  Refem 

Nature  Tfufied^  f0"  ‘7-  f appinefs  to  vvhich  their  Rational 

tended  47;  47  77  77“  WaS  in  its  fidl  Conftitution  in- 
!7fi  d'r  JheJf  0,dof  t’OD  will  much  more  abundantly 
C  firm  iuch  an  Hope.  You  there  hear  Divine  Witdam  crxinl 
even  to  thofe  who  had  long  trifled  with  her  Jnflrutf  ions  W 
ye  at  my  Reproof  and  1  vs, ll  four  cut  my  Spirit  upon  yiu  (r>) 

You  hear  the  Jpojile  faying,  Let  us  come  boldly  to  the  Urine  of 

(UJ  Phil.  i.  19.  (1J  .A a s  y  ,,  ym  1  ,  T-  7f'?"* 

(nj  Johni.  16.  10)  Ifai.  *].  -  3  ‘  •  fmJ  2  T,m'  “•  *• 
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(?)  Pxov.  1.  23, 


£|jt  A  Supplication  for  Divint  Grace ,  Sc c.  \2^ 

Grace,  that  we  may  obtain  Mercy ,  and  find  Grace  to  help  in  every 
Time  of  Need,  (q)  Yea,  you  there  hear  our  Lord  himftlf  arguing 
in  this  fweet  and  convincing  Manner;  lj  ye  eing  tvi  ,  nffUJ 
how  to  pive  good  Gifts  unto  your  Children ,  how  much  more  /hall 
your  heavenly  Father  give  his  Holy  Spirit  unto  them  that 
(r)  This  Gift  and  Promife  of  the  Spirit  was  given  unto  Lhnjt, 
when  he  afcended  up  on  high,  in  Fruft  for  all  his  true 

God  hath  Jhed  it  abroad  abundantly  upon  us  in  him.  (s)  And  I 

may  add,  that  the  very  Defire  you  feel  after  the  farther  Com¬ 
munication  of  the  Spirit,  is  the  Refult  of  the  Firft- Fruits  of  it 
already  given  :  So  that  you  may  with  peculiar  Propriety  inter¬ 
pret  it  as  a  fpecial  Call,  to  open  your  Mouth  wide,  that  he  may 
fill  it.  (t)  You  thirjl,  and  therefore  you  may  chearfully  plead, 
that  Jefus  hath  invited  you  to  come  unto  him  and  drink  ;  with  a 
Promife,  not  only  that  you  fall  drink,  if you  come  unto  him,  but 
alfo  that  out  of  your  Belly  /hall  flow,  as  it  were,  Rivers  of  Liv¬ 
ing  Water  for  the  Edification  and  Refrefhment  of  others,  (u) 

§.  8.  Go  forth  therefore*  with  humble  Chearfuinefs,  to  the 
Profecution  of  all  the  Duties  of  the  Chriftian  Life.  Go,  and 
profper,  in  the  Strength  of  the  Lord ,  making  mention  of  his  Ri ga¬ 
teau  fnefs,  and  of  his  only,  (x)  And  as  a  Token  of  faither  Com¬ 
munications,  may  your  Heart  be  quickened  to  the  mod  earned 
Defires,  after  the  BiefTmgs  I  have  now  been  recommending  to 
your  Purfuit  !  May  you  be  iiirred  up  to  pour  out  your  Soul 
before  God,  in  fuch  holy  Breathings  as  thefe  !  and  may  they  be 
your  daily  Language  in  his  gracious  Prefence  ! 

An  humble  Supplication  for  the  Influences  of  Divine  Grace, 
to  form,  and firengtbcn  Religion  in  the  Soul . 

“  T>LESSED  GOD!  I  fmcerely  acknowledge  before 
et  5j  thee  mine  own  Weaknefs  and  Inlufficiency  for  any  thing 
“  that  is  fpiritually  Good.  I  hqve  experienced  it  a  Thoufand 

Times  ;  and  yet  my  foolifh  Heart  would  again  trufl  itfelf , 
S(  (y )  and  form  Refolutions  in  its  own  Strength.  But  let  this 
<s  be  the  Firff  Fruits  of  thy  gracious  Influence  upon  it,  to  bring 
“  it  to  an  humble  Diflruft  of  itfelf,  and  to  a  Rcpofe  on  thee  ! 

u  Abundantly  do  I  rejoice,  Oh  Lord,  in  the  kind  AiTurances 
g{  which  thou  givefl  me,  of  thy  Readinels  to  bellow  liberally 
“  and  richly  fo  great  a  Benefit.  I  do  therefore,  according  to 

“  thy 

(q)  Heb.  iv.  s6.  ( r )  Luke  xi.  13,  (s)  Tit.  iii.  6. 
(t)  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  10.  (u)  John  vii.  37,  38.  (x)  Pial.  Ixxi.  16. 

(y)  Prsv.  xxviii.  26, 
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Ch.  15. 

t  jy  condefcending  Invitations,  come  with  Boldnefs  to  the  Th 
Of  o race,  that  1  may  find  Grace  to  help  in  every  f i  ni  0  A 

(Z)  1  mean  not  Oh  P,/  .  J  /  *  ^ee“- 

“  Wantomefs  or  Perverfenef  IP  ’  °  “?  ‘hy  Grace 

“  an  Excnfe  for  Neg lleence  and  C?  t0  “y  Weak^ 

already  given  me  more  Strength  ,h1n  r  i, '  c  ,  ha!l 

I  charge  it  upon  mvfelf  apt  0  '  ufed  ;  and 

<(  i  r  Pon  my. elr,  and  not  on  thee  that-  I 

**  ionp  fince  re^eiupd  am  ,  ct»  cnac  1  ciave  not 

-"A.™.  rr,«.  z™  ”d^  * «» <« 

“  like,  thefe  would  S  '  f  f  k  1  wel)  know,  that  Petitions 

;  E1SSS|?5HS 

“  nications  of  thy  Grace  chat  I  ^ l'7  the  e°mmu- 

“  Refolution.  y  ’  h  may  be  enabled  t0  M»1  that 

<<  Gb  k°rd’  Unt0  Servant  for  Good  >  fb)  Be 

pleaied  to  med  abroad  thy  fan&ifvino-  [nfl 
“  Son!  (c  c  '  idnctijying  Influences  on  mv 

Soul,  to  form  me  for  every  Duty  thou  required  -  Implant 
7  betcech  thee  every  Grace  and  Virtue  deep  in  mine  Heart  ’ 

rn  mam[ain  thf  haPPy  Temper, in  the  midft  of  thofe  AfTaults’ 

thZ7anm  i°7>  Witb0Ut/;0lVbich  1  arn  continually  liable,’ 

many  Infirm, tles  |  Fill  my  Brea(}>  j  befJc  h  ^  J|b  “ 

CreatureT’l  R?rdVhee>  ,my  Gop-  a"d  towards  my  Fellow- 
Creatures  !  Remind  me  always  of  thy  Prefence  •  and  irav  T 

theeTm’y  7 '  ^  feWet  ?ntiment  °f  niy  So’ul  is  “Pen  to 
anJ  I,  7ay  J  therefore  guard  again  ft  the  firft  Rifingsof  «» 

and  the  firft  Approaches  to  it  !  And  that  Satan  may'not  find 

room  or ;  nts  Evil  Suggeftions,  I  earnertly  beg.  Thou  Lord 

..  Heart  by  thine  a/,  5/4  a^d  take  up  thy 

,Kc‘ldenPe  there  !  Dwell  in  me,  and  walk  with  me  ■  V)  ard 
Jet  my  Body  be  the  Temple  of  the  Holy  Gho/i  'Id)  ’ 

(1  ‘‘MW  1  be  fo  fined  to  Chriftjefut  my  Lord,  as  to  be  one 
,,  a1’* im’  ^ e ^  “nd  icel  h  is  invigorating  Influences  con- 
'nua‘  y  faring  me  on,  fuperior  to  every  Temptation,  and 
..  /  eVCry  Corruption  1  i  hat  while  the  Youths  Jhall  faint  and 
be  weary,  and  tee  young  Men  utterly  fall,  I  may  fo  wait  upon 
the  Laid,  as  to  renew  my  Strength  ;  (f )  and  may  go  on  from 
one  Degree  of  Faith,  and  Love,  and  Zeal,  and  HolineC,  to 

,?4Heb'  'V'  f6'  ,?  Jude>TO,‘-  4-  (b)  Pfal.  cxix.  is 2! 

?  rr.Coii'  VI'  l6‘  1  Cor-  vi-  19.  (e)  i  Cor.  vi.  17. 
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The  Difficulties  that  attend  Religion. 


I27 


another ,  'till  I  appear  perfect  before  thee  in  Zion,  [g]  to  drink 
“  in  immortal  Vigour  and  Joy,  from  thee,  as  the  everlailing 
“  Fountain  of  both,  through  Jtfus  Chrijt  my  Lord,  in  whom  1 
“  have  Righteoufnefs  and  Strength ,  [h]  and  to  whom  I  defire 
“  ever  to  aferibe  the  Praife  of  ail  mine  Improvements  in  both  1 
“  Amen.'1 

[g]  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  7.  [h]  Ifai.  xlv.  24. 


C  H  A  P.  XVI. 


The  Christian  Convert  warned  of, 
and  animated  againft,  thofe  Dif- 
couragements  which  he  muft  exped: 
to  meet  with,  when  entering  on  a 
Religious  Courfe. 

f  . 

Chrift  has  inftrutted  his  Difciples  to  cxpeB  Oppofition  and  Difficul¬ 
ties  in  the  IV ay  to  Heaven,  §  1.  Therefore,  [1]  A  more 
particular  View  of  them  is  taken ,  as  arifing ,  ( \  )  From  the 

Remainders  of  indwelling  Sin  §.  2.  (2.  )  From  the  World, 

and  ej'pe daily  from  former  fitful  Companions.  §.  3.  ( 3  )  From 
the  Temptations  and  Suggeftions  of  Satan.  §.  4.  [I  I  ]  The 
Chriftian  is  animated  and  encouraged  by  various  Confederations  to 
cppsfe  them  ;  particularly ,  by  --  -the  Prejence  of  GOD , —  the 
Aids  of  Chrift ,  --  -  the  Example  of  ethers ,  who  though  feeble 
have  conquered , . and  the  Crown  of  Glory  to  be  expected. 

3,  6.  Therefore ,  though  Apoftacy  would  be  infinitely  fatal , 
the  Chriftian  may  prejs  on  chearfully.  §.  7.  Accordingly  the 
Sou),  alarmed  by  theje  Views ,  is  reprefented  as  committing  itjelf 
to  GOD,  in  the  Prayer,  which  concludes  the  Chapter. 


i  1. 


IT  H  the  utmofl  Propriety  has  our  Divine  Mailer 
required  us,  to  ft  rive  to  enter  in  at  the  fir  ait 
Cafe  ;  [a]  (hereby  (as  it  feems)  intimating,  not  only  that  the 
Pelage  iS  riairovv,  but  that  it  is  befet  with  Enemies ;  befet  on 
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The  Soil l  in  Danger  from  indwelling  Sin, 


the  Right  Hand,  and  on  the  Left,  with  Enemies  cunnino 
Srcuttrre  r  affured*  °h  Kcader>  that  whatevef  your 

It  will  ‘therefore^* yoVZZl  Tf  ^  '?COmter  them‘ 

Rn  Vl  l"d  rt7  f°rfider  ,n  vvhat  Armour  it  is  neceJTarv  you 

xtt-  as*  r.  °f  * ,JZ 

World’ m<rrD  U7dCr  HrCC  Stcat  L°eaders,e“L  FMh^he 

would  call von  ^Wi,and,acc°rding  to  this  Difiribution  I 

felve[  in  Ar  “f'1  the  F°rCes  of  each-  as  Acting  thein- 
c  ves  in  Array  agarnft  you.  Oh  that  you  may  be  excited  to 

tiJu  to  your  elf  the  whole  flrmour  of  COD  rkl  1 

vo tit' t p If  lib*  1  71  f  r  n  ,  J  (jUV  LbJ  ana  to  acquit 
yon,(elj  Me  a  Man,  [ c]  and  a  Cbrijlian  f 

Zf  et}our  Conlcience  anlwer,  Whether  you  do  not 
ca  y  about  with  you  a  corrupt  and  *  degenerate  Lure  /  You 

’  1  °°ubt  5l0t’ feel  its  Eftefls.  You  will  feel,  in  the  Lan¬ 
guage  of  the  pofil f,  (who  fpeaks  of  it  as  the  Cafe  of  Cbrifliant 

hThr\%  1M  ufi,”g  againJi  the Sfirit’  fo  that  y°u  ™iU™t 

l  a"  J,nfta"ces>  to  <&  the  'Things  that  you  would,  [d]  You 

bi  ought  irregular  Properties  into  the  World  along  with  you  • 
and  you  have  10  often  indulged  thofe  finful  Inclinations,  that  you’ 
ave  greatly  mcreafed  their  Strength  ;  and  you  will  find  in  Con- 

ore'^ryffi  ‘  K’  thav he(e  Hablts  Cannot  be  broke  thro’  without 
I  DlfllCult{:  Y°u  Wll)>  no  doubt,  often  recolleft  the  Aron* 
Figures  m  which  the  Prophet  defcribes  a  Cafe  like  yours ;  and 
you  wi.l  own  that  it  is  jufily  reprefented  by  that  of  an  Ethiopian 

ro7h ZSt,  YLthe  Lf°P“rdhh  Sf“<-  W  It  is  indeed 
pouiblt,  that  at  firft  you  may  find  fach  an  Edge  and  Pa  creels 

upon  your  Spirits,  as  may  lead  you  to  imagine,  that  all  Oppo- 

n 'lhd^T-  ,mmwatp  7  fa0  bef°re  you-  Bat  aIas’ 1  fear<  that  in 
a  little  lime  thefe  Enemies  which  feerned  to  be  (lain  at  your 

Peer,  will  revive,  and  recover  their  Weapons,  and  renew  the 

f  !3U,t  ‘f  one  1°™  or  another.  And  perhaps  your  mod  pain- 
tul  C  om  ba  ts  may  be  with  fucli  as  you  had  thought  moil  cafy  to 
be  vanquished,  and  your  great  eft  Danger  may  arife  from  feme 
O)  thoie  Enemies  from  whom  you  apprehended  the  Icaft  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  ,  from  Pride,  and  from  Indolence  of  Spirit  ;  from  a  fe- 

cret  Alienation  of  Heart  from  God,  and  from  an  Indifpofition 

for  converting  with  him,  thro’  an  immoderate  Attachment  to 

1  hi  Mgs  fern  ami  Temporal,  which  may  be  oftentimes  exceedin'* 

& 

n  1  r-  1  ,  _  dangerous 

[b]  Epn.  vi.  13,  [c]  r  Cor.  xvi.  13.  [d]  Gal.  y 

[ej  Jer.  xm.  ^ 
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dangerous  to  your  Salvation,  though  perhaps  they  be  not  abso¬ 
lutely  and  univerfaily  prohibited.  In  a  Thoufand  of  theie  In- 
ftances,  you  mufl  learn  to  deny  yourJelfi  or  you  cannot  be  Chrifrs 
Dijciple.  (f ) 

§.  3.  You  muft  alfo  lay  your  Account,  to  find  great  Diffi¬ 
culties  from  the  World ;  from  its  Manners,  Cufloms,  and  Ex¬ 
amples.  The  Things  of  the  World  will  hinder  you  one  Way  ; 
and  the  Men  of  the  World  another.  Perhaps  you  may  meet 
with  much  lefs  Xfli fiance  in  Religion,  than  you  are  now  ready 
to  expedl,  from  Good  Men.  The  prefent  Generation  of  them  is 
generallyfo  cautious  to  avoid  every  Thing  that  looks  like  Often- 
tation,and  there  feems  fomething  fo  infupportably  dreadful  in  the 
Charge  of  Enthufiafm,  that  you  will  find  moll  of  your  Cbriftian 
Brethren  ftudying  to  conceal  their  Virtue  and  their  Piety,  muck 
more  than  others  ftudy  to  conceal  their  Vice  and  their  Profane- 
nefs.  But  while,  unlefs  your  Situation  be  fingularly  happy,  you 
meet  with  very  little  Aid  one  Way,  you  will,  no  doubt,  find 
great  Oppoftion  another.  The  Enemies  of  Religion  will  be  bold 
and  active  in  their  Afiaults,  while  many  of  its  Friends  feem  un¬ 
concerned  :  And  one  Sinner  will  probably  exert  himfelf  more  to 
corrupt  you,  than  Ten  Chriftians  to  fecure  and  fave  you.  They, 
who  have  once  been  your  Companions  in  Sin,  will  try  a  Thou¬ 
sand  artful  Methods  to  allure  you  back  again  to  their  forfaken 
Society  :  Some  of  them  perhaps,  with  an  Appearance  of  tender 
Fondnefs;  and  many  more  by  the  almoil  jrrefiftible  Art  of  Ban¬ 
ter  and  Ridicule  :  That  boafted  T eft  of  Right  and  Wrong,  as  it 
has  been  wantonly  called,  will  be  tried  upon  you,  perhaps  with¬ 
out  any  Regard  to  Decency,  or  even  to  common  Humanity. 
You  will  be  derided  and  infulted  by  thofe,  whofe  Efteem  and 
Aftedlion  you  naturally  defire  ;  and  may  find  much  more  Pro¬ 
priety  than  you  imagine,  in  that  Expreffion  of  the  Apoftle,  the 
‘Trial  of  cruel  Mocking, si  (g)  which  fome  fear  more  than  either 
Sword  or  flames.  This  Perfecution  of  the  Tongue  you  mufl 
expecl  to  go  through,  and  perhaps  may  be  branded  as  a  Luna- 
tick,  for  no  other  Caufe, than  that  you  begin  to  exercife  your  Rea- 
fon  to  Purpofe,  and  will  not  join  with  thofe  that  are  deftroying 
sheir  own  Souls,  in  their  wild  Career  of  Folly  and  Madnefs. 

§•  4*  And  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  in  the  mean  Time 
Satan  may  oe  Going  his  utmofl  to  d  if  courage  and  di  ft  refs  you. 
Ha  will,  no  doubt,  raife  in  your  Imagination  the  moft  tempt¬ 
ing  Idea  of  the  Gratifications,  the  Indulgences,  and  the  Comps- 


xvi,  24, 


(g)  Heb.  xi.  3 6» 
& 


niohs. 


*  3  °  Satan  will  labour  to  dijlrefs  the  Soul. 


Ch.  1 6 


mons,  you  are  obliged  to  forfake  ;  and  give  you  the  m„i)  a- 
raorag'ng  anil  terrifying  View  of the  Di«Llr  iel,  Severn*?  t 

S3 s  h=  pt**d'  r».i  c 

engion.  Re  will  not  fail  to  reprefent  GOD  himhlf ,  the  Four 

tarn  of  Goodnefs  and  Happinefs,  as  an  hard  Made/  whom  it 
lmpoflible  to  pleafe  r!  „,:h  ^  u  £,«  J  ,  wnom  11 
diftrefsfnl  Rparc  j  •  ,  perhaps  fill  you  with  the  mo 

vou  as  his  91  *  an  "U}!  Crue^  and  iflfolent  Malice  glory  ovt 

K  the  loJsfLZ 

you  in  vour  DhF  W*  ^  V y,  b?  hls  Vl,e  Suggeftions  to  interrup 

over  vou  V  ^  ifthey  gave  him  an  additioi>al  Povve 

r  y  '  another  Time  he  will  endeavour  to  weary  yo 

derat*  a^tedT'  rX  infl“e.ncinS  >ou  t0  prolong  it  to  an  immc 
you  When  i  f  Tgthn.’  kft  his  P°Wer  lhou,d  be  exerted  upo 
lices  which  i^63  e$u  ”  ^10rt’  ‘b‘s  pradlifed  Deceiver  has  Arti 
•’  ,  r>  WOuId  rcquire  whole  Volumes  to  difplay,  witl 
part  cukr  Cautions  againft  each.  And  he  will  follow  you  wit 
ntahcious  Arts  and  Purfuits  to  the  very  End  of  your  Pilgrimage 
and  wll  leave  no  Method  unattempted,  which  Lay  befikelyL, 
weaken  your  Hands,  and  to  fadden  your  Heart  s  that  if  thro 
Harm^f1 “s  Interpofition  0f  God,  he  cannot  prevent  your  fina 

PIT  S’  6  ma^,at  ead  impair  your  Peace  and  your  Ufeful 
JiefF,  as  you  are  palling  to  it. 

Th/!  is^hat  the  People  of  God  feel ;  and  what  yoi 

Ln ,  r f  pi  !“  f°me  °egru  6  °r  0ther’  if  y°u  have  y°ur  Lot  ant 
^our  Portion  among  them.  But  after  all,  be  not  difcouraged 

_onfi  JST  'S. ihe  CaPta‘»  °f  your  Salvation,  (h)  It  is  delightful  tc 

confider  him  under  this  View.  When  we  take  a  Survey  ol 

theie  Hofts  of  Enemies,  we  may  lift  up  our  Head  amidft  them 

?!  v  L  ay’  More'  andZrea“r,  is  he  that  is  with  us,  than  ah 
tf  oje  that  are  againft  us.  (i)  Prujl  in  the  Lord,  and  you  will  It 
ike  Mount  Zion,  which  cannot  be  removed,  but  ahideth  for  ever. 
-  .  en  y°nr  Enemies  prefs  upon  you,  remember  you  are 
fgst  in  t  e  Prefence  of  GOD.  (1)  Endeavour  therefore  to 
att  a  ga  Iant  and  a  refolute  Part  •  Endeavour  to  refill  them  fled - 
fafim  the  Faith,  (m)  Remember,  He  can  give  Power  to  the 
if'”1',  andl”creafe  Strength  to  them  that  have  no  Might,  (n)  He 
hath  done  it  in  Ten  Thoufand  Inilances  already  ;  and  he  will 
o  it  in  ten  Thouland  more.  How  many  Striplings  have  con¬ 
quered  their  gigantick  Foes  in  all  their  moll  formidable  Armour 
When  they  have  gone  forth  againft  them,  though  but  as  it  were 
nmtb  a  Staff  and  a  Sling,  in  the  Home  of  the  Lord  GOD 


ri/cr  Heb.  ii.  10.  (i)  2  Kings  vi.  16.  (k)  Pfal.  exxv. 

W  Z,eeh.  x,  5.  (m)  1  Pet.  v.  9.  (n)  Ifai.  *J.  29, 


Ch.  1 6. 


Yet  has  he  fiill  enough  to  encourage  him]  I 3  i 

of  Ifrael  !  (0 f  How  many  Women  and  Children  have  trodden 
down  the  Force  of  the  Enemy,  and  out  of  Weaknefs  have  been 
made  ftrong  /  (p) 

§.  6.  Amidst  all  the  Oppofition  of  Earth  and  Hell,  look 
upward,  and  look  forward  ;  and  you  will  feel  your  Heart  ani¬ 
mated  by  the  View.  Your  General  is  near  :  He  is  near  to  aid 
you  :  He  is  near  to  reward  you.  When  you  feel  the  Temp¬ 
tation  prefs  the  hardeft,  think  of  him,  who  endured  even  the 
Crofs  itfelf  for  your  Refcue.  View  the  Fortitude  of  your  Di¬ 
vine  Leader,  and  endeavour  to  march  on  in  his  Steps.  Hear¬ 
ken  to  his  Voice,  for  he  proclaims  it  aloud.  Behold ,  1  come 
quickly,  and  my  Reward  is  with  me  :  (q)  Be  thou  faithful  unto 
Death ,  and  1  will  give  thee  a  Crown  of  Life.  ( r)  And  Oh  how 
bright  will  it  fhine  !  and  how  long  will  its  Luftre  laft  !  When 
the  Gems  that  adorn  the  Crowns  of  Monarchs,  and  pafs  (inftruc- 
tive  Thought  !)  from  one  Royal  Head  to  another  thro1  fucceed- 
ing  Centuries,  are  melted  down  in  the  laft  Flame,  It  is  a  Crown 
of  Glory  which  fadeth  not  away,  (s) 

§.  7.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  fuch  as  turnafide  to  crooked  Paths, 
will  be  led  forthwith  the  Workers  of  Iniquity  (t)  to  that  terrible 
Execution  which  the  Divine  Jufticeis  preparing  for  them  ;  and 
that  it  would  have  been  better  for  them ,  not  to  have  known  the 
Way  of  Right  ebufnefs,  than  after  having  known  it ,  to  turn  afide 
from  the  holy  Commandment .  (u)  But  I  would,  by  Divine  Grace, 
hope  better  Things  of  you,  (x)  And  I  make  it  my  hearty  Prayer 
for  you,  my  Reader, that  you  may  be  kept  by  the  mighty  Power  of 
GOD ,  kept  as  in  a  Garrifon,  on  all  Sides  fortified,  in  thefecureit 
Manner,  through  Faith  unto  Salvation,  (y) 

The  Soul  alarmed  by  a  Senfe  of  thefe  Difficulties ,  committing  itfelf 

to  a  Divine  Protection, 


ft 


tt 


ft 


ft 


it 


ft 


BLESSED  GOD,  It  is  to  thine  Almighty  Power  that 
I  flee.  Behold  me  furrounded  with  Difficulties  and 
Dangers,  and  ftretch  out  thine  Omnipotent  Arm  to  fave  me; 
Oh  thou  that  favef  by  thy  Right  Hand  them  that  put  their 
Trufl  in  thee,  from  thofe  that  rife  up  againf  them  !  (z)  This 
Day  do  I  folemnly  put  myfelf  under  thy  Prote&ion  :  Exert 
thy  Power  in  my  Favour,  and  permit  me  to  make  the  Shadow 


K 

(o)  1  Sam.  xvii.  40,  45.  (p)  Heb.  xi.  34. 

12.  (r)  Rev.  ii.  i0.  (s)  1  Pet.  v.  4.  (t) 

(u)  2  Pet.  ii.  21.  (x)  Heb.  vi.  o.  (y) 

(z)  Pffii.  xvii.  7.  ' 
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(q)  Rev.  xxii. 
Pfal.  exxv.  5. 

1  Pet.  i.  5. 
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The  Soul  alarmed  by  the fe  Views,  Sec.  Ch  16 
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of  thy  Wings  my  Refuge  f  (a)  Let  thy  Grace  he  fuff, cunt  far 
u  2’  and  ,hey  Smr ng'h„be  ^  Perf‘a  in  n,y  Wecknelt -  (b)  f\ 

“  l  n?rV  yR  [  2i  ne'Jer  f°^ake  thle  '•  1  never  deny 

tZ  A  1  Em>  ],  ‘°pe’  1  can  tru!y  %,  Oh  Lord,  I  wou'd 

and  PurpoVe^Deih  aCC°,rfIng  t0  mV  Prefent  Apprehenfion 
n  urpo.e.  Death  would  appear  to  me  much  Ids  terrible 

t.  an  in  any  wihul  and  deliberate  Inflance  to  ofFend  thee  Oh 
“  S  ‘h  tC  C°miptions  fwm  my  H^rt,  which  in  an  Hour 
d  f  u?PtnV°n  m'ght indine  me  to  Things  in  a 

Fnem  |Lcgh  ’  3?d  f°  m,ght  betray  me  int0  the  Hand  of  the 
Hone^  r  /rengt  en  -my  Faith’  °h  Lord-  a"d  encourage  my 
everv  T J^'V —  an  heroick  Solution  in  oppofmg 
Z  Z  J  jihatlT  ln  ^  Way  t0  Heaven;  and  let  me 

and \  vl\Z  vZ  Fmt'  (d)  againfc  ail  the  Affaults  of  Earth 
ana  Hell  !  If  Sinners  entice  me,  let  me  not  confent ;  (e  )  if  thev 

mfu.t  me  let  me  not  regard  it  ;  if  they  threaten  me,  let  me 

fear  :  ^a‘hier  ^ay  “  h°!y  and  ardent’  yet  prudent  and  well 
governed  Zeal,  take  Occafion  from  that  Malignity  of  Heart 

which  they  diicover,  to  attempt  their  Conviflion  and  Refer- 
mat'on  .  Atleaft,  let  me  never  be  alhamed  to  plead  thy  Caufe 
agamft  the  moll  profane  Deriders  of  Religion  1  Make  me  to 
, fjy  anf  Gladne/s.  in  my  Soul  ;  and  I  will  endeavour  to 
3 ,  ’£!l  £r/f°rs  Ways,  that  Sinners  may  be  converted  unto 
i  ee  '  (  )  *ea>  ^or^>  while  my  Fears  continue,  though  I 
Ihould  apprehend  myfelf  condemned,  I  am  condemned  fo 

nghteoufly  for  my  own  Folly,  that  I  would  be  thine  Advo- 
cate  enough  againft  myfelf. 

Reep  me.  Oh  Lord,  now,  and  at  all  Times  1  Never  let 
me  think,  whatever  Age  or  Station  I  attain,  that  I  am  ftrong 
enough  to  maintain  the  Combat  without  thee  !  Nor  let  me 
imagine  myfelf,  even  in  this  Infancy  of  Religion  in  my  Soul, 
o  weak,  that  thou  canft  not  fupport  me  1  Wherever  thou 
leaded  me,  there  let  me  follow  ;  and  whatever  Station  thou 
appointed  me,  there  let  me  labour;  there  let  me  maintain  the 

Holy  War  againft  all  the  Enemies  of  my  Salvation,  and  rather 
fail  in  it,  than  baiely  abandon  it  ! 

And  thou,-  Oh  glorious  Redeemer,  the  Captain  of  my  Sal- 
“  nation,  the  great  Author  and  Finijher  of  my  Faith,  (g)  when 
I  am  m  danger  of  denying  thee,  as  Peter  did,  look  upon  me 
with  that  Mixture  of  Majelly  and  Tendernefs,  (ii)  which  may 

“  either 
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(a)  Plal.  Ivii.  i.  (b)  2  Cor.  xii.  q.  (c)  Mark  xiv. 


(d)  Ifai.  1  7  (e)  Prov.  i.  i0.  (f)  Pfal,  li.  8,  13.  (g)  Hcb 

%u.  2 .  fhj  Luke  xxii,  61 , 


Ch.  17.'  The  Soul  is  urged  to  Surrender  it f elf,  &c.  133 

«  either  fecure  me  from  falling,  or  may  fpeedily  recover  me  to 
C(  God  and  my  Duty  again  !  And  teach  me  to  take  Qccafton, 
even  from  my  Mifcarriages,  to  humble  mylelf  more  deeply 
“  for  all  that  has  been  amifs,  and  to  redouble  my  future  Dili- 
“  gence  and  Caution  !  Amen.” 


CHAP.  XVII. 


The  Christian  urged  to,  and  a  {lifted 
in  an  exprefs  Act  of  Self  Dedica¬ 
tion  to  the  Service  of  GOD. 

The  Advantages  of  fucb  a  Surrender  are  briefly  fuggefled*  §.  r. 
Advices  for  the  Manner  of  doing  it ;  that  it  be  deliberate ,  chear- 
ful ,  entire,  and  perpetual  ;  §.  2,  3,  4.  and  that  it  be  exprefl 

fed  with  Jome  aff effing  Solemnity.  5.  A  written  Infl rumen t 

to  be  figned  and  declared  before  GOD  at  fome  Seafon  of  extra¬ 
ordinary  Devotion ,  propofed .  §  6,  7.  The  Chapter  concludes 

with  a  Specimen  of  fucb  an  lnflrument ,  together  with  an  Ab * 
ftrafi  of  it,  to  be  ujed  with  proper  and  requifite  Alterations . 

1.  A  S  I  would  hope,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  Views 
Jf\,  of  Oppofttion  which  do  or  may  arife,  yet  in  Con¬ 
sideration  of  thofe  noble  Supports  and  Motives  which  have  been 
mentioned  in  the  two  preceding  Chapters,  you  are  heartily 
determined  for  the  Service  of  God,  I  would  now  urge  you  to 
make  a  folemn  Surrender  of  your J elf  unto  it.  Do  not  only  form 
fuch  a  Purpofe  in  your  Heart,  but  exprefly  declare  it  in  the 
Divine  Prefence.  Such  Solemnity  in  the  Manner  of  doing  it, 
is  certainly  very  reafonable  in  the  Nature  of  Things  ;  and  fare 
it  is  highly  expedient,  for  binding  to  the  Lord  fuch  a  treacherous 
H  eart,  as  we  know  our  own  to  be.  It  will  be  pleafant  to  re¬ 
flect  upon  it,  as  done  at  fuch  and  fuch  a  Time,  with  fuch  and 
fuch  Circumftances  of  Place  and  Method,  which  may  ferve  to 
flrike  the  Memory  and  the  Conference.  The  Senfe  of  the  Vows 
of  GOD  which  are  upon  you,  will  ftrengthen  you  in  an  Hour  of 
Temptation  ;  and  the  Recollection  may  alfo  encourage  your 
humble  Boldnels  and  Freedom  in  applying  to  him*  under  the 

K  3  ”  ”  Character 


y 


cxytaitnt  to  do  it  in  Writ 


v-n, 


future  ^yi an<^  ?eIatl0n  of  y°ur  Covenant  GOD  and  Father 
Jucure  Exigencies  may  require  rathery  a 

« «;  L%k£z*2:  b“  *  <**•«•*.  CM*,,  »1, 

that  it  fhould  be  done  and  done  rn^n  reafonabIe  «  is 

h  Qveraint,  hut  Jlh^y  ( a  )  to  ,yinant1  •  ^  ^  >  ”? 
every  other  con  1  °  ^  -tor  in  this  Senfe,  and  ir 

thereyi°  nothW  we  Z  u  A^J  Giw'  W  furel 

cordial  ConLtgthan  m-  rd°  7  "7  8reaterChearfulnefs  or  more 
the  Lord  "otheTo?  ,gfUCha  Wnder  of  ourfelves  to 

this  pleafant  and  well fuiYw'' U  “VZ  br0ught  us.  inta 
tender  Infancy  whn  n  a  a  wbo  ^uPPorted  us  in  out 

Childhood  and7  Youth  ^who^h15  r  7®  thouShtIers  Days  of 

fuftained  and  preferved  us  Noth  ,  continua”y  helped, 

than  that  we  IhouM  ?,t  ,  ,  ,  ,nS  can  be  more  reafonable, 

and  our  Sovereign  Ruler  °"lif  ®e,  klrrl>  as  our  rightful  Owner, 
to  him  as  our  mnfl  er*5  th£n  that  We  devote  ourfelves 

fnpream  FelicZ  ^S°US  Bene/aflor’  and  feek  him  as  our 
than  that  We  the  Produ^nf  v”  m°re  aPParentIy  equitable. 
Son’s  Blood  fhould  he  h  hi\Porr’  and  £he  Price  01  his 
Matter  ;n  Jr’.  •  2  ,r-  h‘S’  and  hls  for  ever'  «  you  fee  the 

Service^  tf 

Eftate  of  Alienation  ^7  Be  fr°®  Wlihing  to  continue  in  that 
reioiee  to  u • °atL  another  Year.  or  another  Day.  You  will 

hLe  in  Times  obftCk-«vm  h'S  revoked  Creature  ;  and  as  you 
•  ,  /  I/mes  Pa^  Voided  your  Members  as  lnftruments  of  Un 

CoTafrt0fSin’  l°\  Wili  delight  t0  *'U  y^rfelL  uv'to 

IZ’ZfTZ/T  r  /ad'  and  t0  emPl0^  ^  at 

injiruments  of  Right eoufnefs  unto  GOD.  (c ) 

andimmeLate^AZ  Wil1  be  as  entire’  as  k  is  fearful 
can  !!n  r  A  yOU  ai re-  3nd  aI1  you  have,  and  all  you 
will  h p  YA  Ur  T!me’ ^0ur  P°fetiions,  your  Influence  over  others 

en  Z  f  7ed  t0  hJm’  ‘hat  f0r  the  future  *  maX  be  employed 

b"ck  L77  7’  d°  hil  G‘°ry ■  Y°U  Wdl  defire  t0  keep 

back  nothing  from  him  ;  but  will  feriou/ly  judge,  that  vou  are 
then  ,n  the  trueft  and  nobleft  Senfe  yc  JJf^n  you  a  e 

mff  y  t  Y°l  3re  3k0-  ^  great  Occafion”  to  refign 

a  I  that  you  have  to  the  Difpofa!  of  his  wife  and  gracious  Pro- 

do  d n°u  0n^y  ®wning  his  Power,  but  confenting  to  his  un- 
douoted  Right,  to  do  what  he  pleafes  with  you,  and  ail  that  he 

ao  given  you  ;  and  declaring  a  hearty  Approbation  of  all  that 
e  has  done,  and  of  all  that  he  may  farther  do. 

fa;  I  Pet.  v.  2.  (b)  2  Cor.  ix.  7.  (c)  Rom.  vi.  1^' 


Cb.  17.  An  lnpument  propofed,  as  proper  for  it  '. 

§.  4.  Once  more.  Let  me  remind  you,  that  this  Surrender 
mult  be  perpetual.  You  mull  give  yourfelf  up  to  God  in  fuch 
a  Manner,  as  never  more  to  pretend  to  be  your  own  :  For  the 
Rights  of  God  are,  like  his  Nature,  Eternal  and  immutable  ; 
and  with  Regard  to  his  Rational  Creatures,  are  the  fame  yefterday , 
to  day ,  and  for  ever. 

§.5.1  would  farther  advife  and  urge,  that  this  Dedication 
maybe  made  with  all  poffible  Solemnity .  Do  it  in  exprefs  Words. 
And  perhaps,  it  may  be  in  many  Cafes  moil  expedient,  as  many 
pious  Divines  have  recommended,  to  do  it  in  Writing.  Set 
your  Hand  and  Seal  to  it,  “  that  on  fuch  a  Day  of  fuch  a  Month 
“  and  Year,  and  at  fuch  a  Place,  on  full  Confideration  and  (e- 
“  rious  Reflection,  you  came  to  this  happy  Refolution ,  that  what- 
"  ever  others  might  do,  you  would  ferve  the  Lord."  (d^J 

6.  Such  an  lnflrument ,  you  may,  if  you  pleafe,  draw  up 
for  yourfelf ;  or  if  you  rather  chufe  to  have  it  drawn  up  to 
your  Hand,  you  may  find  fomething  of  this  Nature  below,  in 
which  you  may  eafily  make  fuch  Alterations  as  fha.ll  fuit  your 
Circumftances,  where  there  is  any  Thing  peculiar  in  them. 
But  whatever  you  ufe,  voeigh  it  well ,  meditate  attentively  upon 
it,  that  you  may  not  be  rajh  with  your  Mouth ,  to  utter  any  Thing 
before  GOD ,  (cj  And  when  you  determine  to  execute  this  In - 
Jlrument,  let  the  TranfaClion  be  attended  with  fome  more  than 
ordinary  Religious  Retirement.  Make  it,  if  you  conveniently 
can,  a  Day  of  fecret  Failing  and  Prayer  :  And  when  your  Heart 
is  prepared  with  a  becoming  Awe  of  the  Divine  Majefty,  with 
an  humble  Confidence  in  his  Goodnefs,  and  an  earneft  Defirc 
of  his  Favour,  then  prefent  yourfelf  on  your  Knees  before 
God,  and  read  it  over  deliberately  and  folemnly  ;  and  when  you 
have  figned  it ,  lay  it  by  in  fome  fecure  Place,  where  you  may 
review  it  whenever  you  pleafe  ;  and  make  it  a  Rule  with  your¬ 
felf,  to  review  it,  if  pofiible,  at  certain  Seaions  of  the  Year,  that 
you  may  keep  up  the  Remembrance  of  it. 

§.  7.  At  leaft  take  this  Courfe,  ’till  you  fee  your  Way  clear 
to  the  Table  of  the  Lord ,  where  you  are  to  renew  the  fame  Co¬ 
venant,  and  to  feal  it,  with  more  affeCting  Solemnities.  And 
God  grant,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  keep  it,  and  in  the 
whole  of  your  Converfation  to  walk  according  to  it  !  May  it  be 
an  Anchor  to  your  Soul  in  every  Temptation,  and  a  Cordial  to 
it  in  every  Affliction  !  May  the  Recollection  of  it  embolden  your 
Addrefles  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  now,  and  give  additional 
Strength  to  your  departing  Spirit,  in  a  Confcioufnefs  that  ii  is 

K  4  afeending 

(&)  Jolh.  xxiv.  15.  (e)  Ecclefi  v.  z% 
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afcenoingto  your  Covenant  God  and  Father  ar,J  re  ,l 

ous  Redeemer,  whole  Power  and  Faithfulnefs  will  fecwelyT 
what  you  commit  to  him  until  that  Day.  (fj  ^  *£i 

An  Example  of  Self-Dedication,  or  a  folemn  Form  of  r, 
fleeing  our  Covenant  with  GOD . 

«>,  TT  T,E  ^  N  AE  and  unchangeable  Jehovah!  Thougrea 

«,  &J[erL0{  *e?Tr  and  .Earth-  aad  adorable  Lord  l 

“  Abafementof  s"  I  WUh  tke  deePel*  Humiliation  am 

“  Prefe  C of  Soul> t0 'fell  down  at  this  Time  in  Thine  avvfu 

«  P  rt Tr!  5  ,ar,d  etarnel  ,>:  PraH  th«  thou  wilt  penetrate  mi 

■■  i»J.SkGL«f“bl's"f' of,li" 

«  LSwf^“ayrjuftIy  take  hold  ul°n  (%)  when  I  , 

linful  Worm  prefume  to  lift  up  my  Head  to  thee  orefum 
to  appear  m  thy  Majeftick  Prefence,  on  fuch  an ’occafion 

ru  f  th  °  ^  h  °h  L°rd  G0D’  or  ^  is  ™y  Houfe  1 

fen  £  r  0rrDdcerit-  m>’  Charadler  and  De- 

oneP^r  J-  ft°“Id  fpeak  °f  this>  and  defire  that  I  may  be 
“  w  T  CJ  JV  ?0VENANT’  vvhere  thou>  the  King  of  Kings 

«,  even'  Zrf  r  -’ul  tbe£[her  !  Ib/u/h’  and  "/»4 
even  to  mention  it  before  Thee.  But,  Oh  Lord  great  as 

is  thy  Majefty,  fo  alfo  is  thy  Mercy.  If  Thou’  wilt  hold 

a  Td£, Wlth  a7  °f  thF  Creatures,  thy  fuperlatively  ex¬ 
alted  Nature  muft  ftoop,  mud  ftoop  infinitely  low.  And  I 

,,  kn°7’r  that‘n  and.  through  Jefus,  the  Son  of  thy  Love,  thou 
„  condcbcendeft  to  vifit  fitful  Mortals,  and  to  allow  their  Ap- 
poach  to  thee,  and  their  Covenant  Jntercourfe  with  thee'  : 

„  S?*1  an0W’. thaC  thy  Scheme  and  Plan  is  thine  own,  and  that 
«<  ,,haft  grac,0“fly  re,nt  to  propofe  it  to  us;  as  none  untaught 

by  thee  would  ,have  been  able  to  form  it,  or  inclined  to  em- 
brace  it  even  when  adiually  propofed. 

«  If  J1°  1  cee  ther,er°re  do  1  now  “me,  invited  by  the  Name 
{(  7  thy  o0n/,  and  truftlng  in  his  Righteoufnefs  and  Grace. 
-Laying  myfeif  at  thy  Feet  <with  Shame  and  Confufion  of  Face 

„  rnn7tWg  Up™,  my  Breaft’  1  fay  with  the  humble  Publican’, 

..  T  a  \aer“{ttl  *'  me  a  S»»  /  0)  I  acknowledge,  Oh 
Lord,  that  I  have  been  a  great  Tranfgreifor.  My  Sins  have 

reached  unto  Heaven,  (k)  and  mine  Iniquities  are  lifted  up 
-  unt0  1JC  s/aes-  0)  1  he  irregular  Propenfities  of  my  cor- 

si ,  r-n-  ,  “  rupted 

(f)  2  rim.  1.  12.  ( gi  Job  xxi.  6.  fh )  2  Sam.  vii.  18. 
(>J  Luke  xviii.  J3.  (k )  Rev,  xviii.  5.  (\ )  jer,  jj.  ?i  : 
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if 
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rupted  and  degenerate  Nature  have,  in  ten  thoufand  aggra- 
“  vated  Inftances,  wrought  to  bring  forth  Fruit  unto  Death , 
<<  (m)  And  if  thou  fhouldft  be  ftrnft  to  mark  mine  Offences ,  I 
<<  maft  be  filent  under  a  Load  of  Guilt,  and  immediately  fink 
into  Deftru&ion.  But  thou  haft  gracioufty  called  me  to  re- 
««  turn  unto  thee ,  tho1  I  have  been  a  wandring  Sheep ,  a  prcdi- 
<<  gai  Son,  a  back  (tiding  Child,  (n)  Behold  therefore,  Oh  Lord, 
“  1  come  unto  thee.  I  come,  convinced  not  only  of  my  Sin, 
««  but  of  my  Folly.  1  come,  from  my  very  Lleart  afhamed  of 
“  myfelf,  and  with  an  Acknowledgment  in  the  Sincerity  and 
«  Humility  of  my  Soul,  that  1  have  played  the  Fool,  and  have 
e*  erred  exceedingly,  (o)  I  am  confounded  myfelf  at  the  Remem- 
*«  brance  of  thefe  "T  hings  :  But  be  thou  merciful  to  my  Unrigh- 
“  teoufnefs ,  and  do  not  rtmetnber  again  ft  me  my  Sins  and  my  ft  ran  f- 
“  grffons  !  (p)  Permit  me,  Oh  Lord,  to  bring  back  unto 
thee  thofe  Powers  and  Faculties,  which  I  have  ungratefully 
“  and  facrilegioufty  alienated  from  thy  Service  ;  and  receive, 
“  I  befeech  thee,  thy  poor  revolted  Creature,  who  is  now  con- 
fi  vinced  of  thy  Right  to  him,  and  defires  nothing  in  the  whole 
“  World  fo  much  as  to  be  thine  ! 

“  Bleffed  God,  it  is  with  the  utmoft  Solemnity  that  I  make 
“  this  Surrender  of  myfelf  unto  thee.  Hear ,  Oh  Heavens ,  and 
m(  give  Ear ,  Oh  Earth  :  1  avouch  the  Lord  this  Day  to  be  my 
((  GOD  ;  (q)  and  1  avouch  and  cleclare  myfelf  this  Day  to  be 
*c  cne  of  his  Covenant  Children  and  People.  Hear,  Oh  thou  Gob 
“  of  Heaven,  and  record  it  in  the  Book  of  thy  Remembrance ,  (r) 
s‘  that  henceforth  lam  thine ,  entirely  thine.  I  would  not  merely 
“  confecrate  unto  thee  fome  of  my  Powers,  or  home  of  my  Pof- 
“  feffions ;  or  give  thee  a  certain  Proportion  of  my  Services,  or 
“  all  I  am  capable  of  fora  limited  Time  ;  but  I  would  be  wholly 
“  thine ,  and  thine  for  ever.  From  this  Day,  do  I  folemniy 
“  renounce  all  the  former  Lords  which  have  had  Dominion  over 
“  me,  (s)  every  Sin  and  every  Luft  ;  and  bid  in  thy  Name  an 
“  eternal  Defiance,  to  the  Powers  of  Hell,  which  have  moll 
((  unjuftly  ufurped  the  Empire  over  my  Soul,  and  to  all  the 
“  Corruptions  which  their  fatal  Temptations  have  introduced 
“  into  it.  The  whole  Frame  of  my  Nature,  all  the  Facul- 
“  ties  of  my  Mind,  and  all  the  Members  of  my  Body,  would 
“  I  prefent  before  thee  this  Day,  as  a  living  Sacrifice ,  holy  and 
acceptable  unto  GOD ,  which  I  know  to  be  ?ny  ' mofi  rcaiona - 

ble 

(m)  Rom.  vii.  5.  (n)  Jer.  iii.  22.  (0)  1  Sam.  xxvi.  21. 

(p)  Heb.  viii ,  12.  (q)  Deut.  xxvi,  17.  (r)  Mai.  iii.  16. 

(s)  Ifai.  xxvi.  13. 
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7  ^py  (tLlc  1lL7tZenf7 

mZ2Z?Z  Etth’  handhbegthou  'vou,dft  Mrua'ld 

fhorter  ever;  Year  and  ^  ”y  ^  be  lon2er  ^ 

be  u fed  in  <\Ld  Momh>  every  Day  and  Hour  may 

thine  Honour*"  and  fubff/’  effeaua11/  Pr°mote 

gracious  Providence  And  T  °(  thy  wife  and 

Influence  thou  Jvttt  J  7  Y  P™y’  that  whatever 
Relations  of  iffr  in  v Tr  ,n  any  of  the  Superior 

of  any  vecalt/l ?ay  ftand>  or  ™  Conference 

would*  give  me  Strfn  d  d  r  ^  be  paid  t0  me-  thou 
utmoft  for  rfdv  l  n  Courage  to  exert  myfelf  to  the 

do  it  bit  that  ,n  ^  l  Refr  Vrlng’  n0t  0nly  that  1  wil1  myfelf 
Derlv  infl  u  6rS’  °  R,r  as  f  can  rationally  and  pro- 

Co  rfe^ Oh"  HeVSr*  tbt  W  <u>  I"  this 

very  End  nf^  r  ,G°D’  WOU,d  1  fieadil>'  */«"«  to  the 
Davofir  y rL’  f  J  earncfily  Praying,  that  every  future 

S  an  t  es  oTti  ^  **  Djficiencies>  and  the  Irre 

be  enahL  fTer,;  and  that  1  may  hY  Divine  Grace 
be  enabled,  not  only  to  hold  on  in  that  happy  Way,  but  daily 

to  grow  more  ailive  in  it  !  V7  7  y 

p  °r  d<?  d  only  con fecrate  all  that  I  am,  and  have,  to  thy 

hohand  <fbUt  1  a,f°  "I0'1  ^Wy  refign,  and  fubmit  to  thine 
I  leave  0^1  Wtl1^^  and  all  that  I  can  call  mine. 
Doffifi  W  '?  thy  Management  and  Direflion  all  I 

?  .  A  k  <  3  [  wdb  5  and  fet  every  Enjoyment  and  every 
In  ereft  before  thee,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  thou  pleafeil.  Con- 

fr  u°hrJern,0Ve’Whf  th°U  haft  given  me  >  beftow.  or  re- 
And  ,k  i  ,Jnfg,ne  1  want,  as  thou.  Lord,  Jhall  fee  Good  f 
oug  I  dare  not  fay,  1  twill  ne-ver  repine  :  yet  I  hope 
may  venture  to  fay,  that  lnuill  labour,  not  only  to  fubmit,* 

m oft  X'1"  A -?0t  °pn!y  t0  bear  vvhat  thou  doeft  in  thy 
■Oft  afflidhve  Difpenfations,  but  to  confent  to  it,  and  to  praife 

fnr  J,L‘  11  ’  "°?,tentedIy  revolving,  in  all  that  thou  appointeft 
me,  my  Will  into  thine,  and  looking  on  myfelfas  nothing 

a;  ;„‘7  °h  Gcd>  ™  the  great  Eternal  All,  whofc 
ord  ought  to  determine  every  Thing,  and  whofe  Govern- 
ment  ought  to  be  the  Joy  of  the  whole  Rational  Creation. 

Uie  me  Oh  Lord,  1  befeech  thee,  as  the  Infrument  of  thy 
Glory  ;  and  honour  me  fo  far,  as,  either  by  doing  or  fufferin’e 
w  at  t  ou  fhalt  appoint,  to  bring  fome  Revenue  of  Praife  to 
thee,  and  of  Benefit  to  the  World  in  which  I  dwell  !  And 

(tj  Rom.  xii.  i.  (u)  Jolh.  xxiv.  15.  ^ 
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tc  may  it  pleafe  thee,  from  this  Day  forward,  to  number  me 
“  among  thy  peculiar  People ,  that  I  may  no  more  he  a  Stranger 
4i  and  Foreigner,  hut  a  Fellow  Citizen  with  the  Saints^  and  of 
44  the  Houfhold  of  GOD  !  (w)  Receive,  Oh  heavenly  Father, 
4i  thy  returning  Prodigal  !  Whfh  me  in  the  Blood  of  thy  dear 
*<  Son  ;  clothe  me  with  his  perfect  Righteoufnefs ;  and  fandify 
«<  me  throughout  by  the  Power  of  thy  Spirit  !  Deftroy,  I  bc- 
44  feech  thee,  more  and  more  the  Power  of  Sin  in  mine  Heart  ! 
**  Transform  me  more  into  thine  own  Image,  and  fafhion  me 
«  to  the  Refembiance  of  Jefus,  whom  henceforward  I  would 
“  acknowledge  as  my  Teacher  and  Sacrifice,  my  Interceflor  and 
«  my  Lord  !  Communicate  to  me,  I  befeech  thee,  all  needful 
“  Influences  of  thy  purifying,  thy  chearing,  and  thy  comforting 
«  Spirit  !  And  lift  up  that  Light  of  thy  Countenance  upon  me, 
“  which  will  put  the  fublimeft  Joy  and  Gladnejs  into  my  Soul!  (x) 

“  Difpofe  my  Affairs,  Oh  God,  in  a  Manner  which  may 
“  be  moil  fubfervient  to  thy  Glory  and  my  own  trueft  Happi- 
“  nefs  ;  and  when  I  have  done  and  borne  thy  Will  upon  Earth, 
“  call  me  from  hence,  at  what  Time,  and  in  what  Manner  thou 
“  pleafeft  :  Only  grant,  that  in  my  dying  Moments,  and  in  the 
44  near  Profpeds  of  Eternity,  I  may  remember  thefe  my  En- 
4(  gagements  to  thee,  and  may  employ  my  lateft  Breath  in  thy 
“  Service  !  And  do  thou.  Lord,  when  thou  feeffc  the  Agonies 
“  of  diffolving  Nature  upon  me,  remember  this  Covenant  too, 
“  even  though  I  fhouid  then  be  incapable  of  recolleding  it  ! 
4i  Look  down,  Oh  my  heavenly  Father,  with  a  pitying  Eye 
44  upon  thy  languifhing,  thy  dying  Child  ;  place  thine  Everlaft- 
44  ing  Arms  underneath  me  for  my  Support  ;  put  Strength  and 
4f  Confidence  into  my  departing  Spirit  ;  and  receive  it  to  the 
“  Embraces  of  thine  Everlafling  Love  !  Welcome  it  to  the 
44  Abodes  of  them  that  flecp  in  Jefus,  (y)  to  wait  with  them  till 
44  that  glorious  Day,  when  the  laft  of  thy  Promifes  to  thy  Cove- 
“  nant  People  fhall  be  fulfilled  in  their  triumphant  Refurredion, 
4i  and  that  abundant  Entrance ,  which  fhall  be  adminijlered  to  them 
4(  into  that  Everlaft ing  Kingdom,  (z)  of  which  thou  haft  affured 
“  them  by  thy  Covenant,  and  in  the  Hope  of  which  I  now 
“  lay  hold  on  it ,  defiring  to  live  and  to  die,  as  with  mine  Hand 
44  on  that  Hope  ! 

“  And  when  I  am  thus  numbered  among  the  Dead,  and  all 
e(  the  Interefts  of  Mortality  are  over  with  me  for  ever,  if  this fo- 
44  letnn  Memorial  fhouid  chance  to  fall  into  the  Hands  of  any 

furviving 

(w)  Eph.  ii.  19.  (x)  Pfal.  iv.  6,  7.  (y)  1  Theft*,  iv.  14. 

(z)  2  Pet.  i.  1 1, 
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for  Time  and  f<fr  Eternit  r^™frthe  Sbadonu 
learn  to  adore  with  me  that  Grace  wh.Vh  d  >“3y  they  a!: 
to  enter  into  the  Covenant  and  * a  r  *  Inc 'nes  our  Hear 

it  when  fo  inclined  ;  aferibine  witht' “"“V0  admit  us  >»< 
lions  of  the  Redeemed  tn  *u  f  i  !e,.anc^  wu^  the  Nb 

CM.  (hat  gJ;  ,Ui'S; 

to  each  Divine  Perfon  for ’the  Pan  he  h  ^  JS,fo-*u%  du 
Work  !  Amen."  he  bears  ln  this  iJluftriou. 
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whtchfhouldby.all  Means  be  attentively  weSdTn  S 
Claufe,  before  it  is  executed  5  and  any7  Word  or  Ph  f 

which  may  feem  liable  to  Exception  changed  that  SS 
Heart  may  confent  to  it  all.  1  a  ’ th'  C  th  who,e 

Eternal  and  eirer  bJeiTed  (Inn  1  T  A^r  4.  r 

ie  If  before  thee,  with  the  deep  eft  H nil  ^  my‘ 

nc  c^.,1  f  A \  ueePelt  humiliation  ana  Abafement 

oul  ,  fenfibie  how  unworthy  fuch  a  finful  Worm  is  m 
appear  before  the  Holy  Majefty  of  Heaven  rhp  V  /•-  v-  C° 
and  Lord  of  Lords,  and  efpecialiy  on  fuch  an  OccafLfas  ThT 

die  Scheme T  fpi "  ?°7.B ANT  7 «**  thee.  But 
e  Sch-me  and]  Jan  is  thine  oven.  Thine  infinite  Conde 

cSSh  °JiCred  “  by  thy  Son’  and  thy  Grace  hath  in- 
clmea  my  Heart  to  accept  of  it 

^fSaCbwl1^  myfe,f  £0  been  a 
great  Offender  ;  Jmitwg  on  my  Brea  ft,  and  fc.yinz  wjth  the 

•  SkST?  G0Z>  &  mer'’fA 10  ™  a  Sinner  >  I  come 
invited  by  the  Name  of  thy  Son,  and  wholly  trading  in  h!s 

perfefl  Righteoufnefs  ;  mtreating,  that  for  his  Sake  thou  wilt 

t  meraf  '°  ™yfi&htrJneh’  3nd  Wilt  >w  more  renumber  my 
Sins.  Receive,  I  befeech  thee,  thy  revolted  Creature  who 

foZudTTn  °f  th!  Rlght  10  him>  and  dc«res  no’thing 
lo  much  as  that  he  may  be  thine  !  6 

“rfi!  !\2y  S’  Wlth  the  Uttno!1  So,£,mnity,  Surrender  my. 
Self  to  thee.  I  renounce  all  Lord!  that  W  bad 

Dominion  tierse  j  and  I  confecrate  to  thee  all  that  I  am, 

“  2nd 
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and  all  that  1  have  ;  the  Faculties  of  my  Mind,  the  Members 
of  my  Body,  my  worldly  Poffeflions,  my  l  imc,  and  my  In¬ 
fluence  over  others  ;  to  be  all  ufed  entirely  for  thy  Glory,  and 
refolutely  employed  in  Obedience  to  thy  Commands,  as  long 
as  thou  continued  me  in  Life  ;  with  an  ardent  Defire  and 
humble  Relolution  to  continue  thine ,  through  ail  the  endieis 
Ages  of  Eternity  :  Ever  holding  myfelf  in  aa  attentive  rot- 
ture  to  obferve  the  firft  Intimations  of  thy  Will,  and  ready  to 
fpring  forward,  with  Zeal  and  Joy,  to  the  immediate  Execu¬ 
tion  of  it.  „  _  , 

«  To  thy  Direction  alfo  I  refign  myfelf,  and  all  1  am  and 

have,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  thee  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  thou  (halt 
in  thine  infinite  Wifdom  judge  moll  fubfervient  to  the  Purpo- 
fies  of  thy  Glory.  To  thee  I  leave  the  Management  of  all 
Events,  and  fay  without  Referve,  Not  my  Will ,  but  thine  be 
done  !  rejoicing  with  a  loyal  Heart  in  thine  unlimited  Govern¬ 
ment,  as  what  ought  to  be  the  Delight  of  the  whole  Rational 
Creation. 

“  Ufe  me,  Oh  Lord,  I  befeech  thee,  as  an  hjlrument  of  thy 
Service  !  Number  me  among  thy  peculiar  People  !  Let  me 
be  wafhed  in  the  Blood  of  thy  dear  Son  !  Let  me  be  clothed 
with  his  Righteoufnefs  !  Let  me  be  fandtifiea  by  his  Spirit  ! 
Transform  me  more  and  more  into  his  Image  !  Impart  to  me, 
through  him,  all  needful  Influences  of  thy  purifying,  chearing, 
and  comforting  Spirit  !  And  let  my  Life  be  fpent  under 
thofe  Influences,  and  in  the  Light  of  thy  gracious  Countenance 
as  my  Father  and  my  God  ! 

“  And  when  the  folemn  Hour  of  Death  comes,  may  I  re¬ 
member  this  thy  Covenant,  well  ordered  in  all  Things,  and 
fure9  as  all  ?ny  Salvation ,  and  all  ?ny  Defer,  (a)  though  every 
other  Hope  and  Enjoyment  is  perifhing !  And  do  thou,  O 
Lord,  re?n ember  it  too  !  Look  down  with  Pity,  Oh  my  hea¬ 
venly  Father,  on  thy  languifhing  dying  Child  1  Embrace  me 
in  thine  Everlafing  Arms  f  Put  Strength  and  Confidence  into 
my  departing  Spirit  !  And  receive  it  to  the  Abodes  of  them 
that  fleep  in  Jefus ,  peacefully  and  joyfully  to  wait  the  Ac- 
complifhment  of  thy  great  Protnife  to  all  thy  People,  even  that 
of  a  glorious  Refurreidion,  and  of  Eternal  Happmefs  in  thine 
Heavenly  Prefence  ! — And  if  any  furvtving  friend  Should, 
when  I  am  in  the  Dud,  meet  with  this  Memorial  of  my  fo- 
lemn  Tranfadlions  with  thee,  may  he  make  'toe  tonga gement  his 
and  do  thou  gracioufly  admit  him  to  partake  in  all 

the 
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.  them  to  lhare  !  Amen,  d  ^  fednefs  tho“  ^alt  cal 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

Of  entering  into  Church-Communion 

7  an  Attendance  upon  the  Lord’s- 

OUPPER. 

ThJit6tS"‘TV;!SUr  ?r"w «» <w 

at  the  Table  of  the  Lord:  §.7  U f  \°  Jf tha  figment 

%  %*szrrrjj-fi ,  f 

Mitsui  T’sz ;  4* "  ^  I7 

Ifftnejs  §.  6.  WeaknfSofQrfc74\°mbHThCVfrS^ 

§•  7-  dt  leaf  Leriotts  ThnLl ,r  >.  r  ,  °  anfwtr'd. 
lutely  inf  fed  upon  S  e  on  ‘hf  Subjea  is  alfo- 

for  iefiho  deLs  LLJ,/f,  "  ^  ^ 
maining  Doubts.  find‘  himfelf  preffcd  with  re- 

^  ^  I  Km  £omeh  oPnerorGod’s  f  ^  3  7"  eXprefs 

lemnly  and  cordially  devoted  to  Ss  Servke^Xd  7^’ f°' 

crr^br: 

Edification  give  me  leave  to  re  •  j  Uf  ait^er  Inflradion  and 
Chrijl  hath  fppoi«c d  S  >07  th3t  i“r  W  » 

.0  him,  „dPoPf 

.“..“oVt’  **  ’orrii  lb 


Ch.  18.  The  Covenant  floutt  le  publicity  fealed,  H3 

§.  2.  Our  Lord  has  wifely  ordained,  that  the  Advantages 
of  Society  {hould  be  brought  into  Religion  ;  and  as  by  his  Com¬ 
mand  profeffing  Chriftians  affemble  together  for  other  Aas  of 
publick  Worfhip,  fo  he  has  been  pleafed  to  militate  a  Social 
Ordinance ,  in  which  a  whole  Allembly  of  them  is  to  come  to 
his  Table,  and  there  to  eat  the  fame  Bread ,  and  drink  the  fame 
Cup .  And  this  they  are  to  do,  as  a  Token  of  their  affe&ionate 
Remembrance  of  his  dying  Love,  of  the  folemn  Surrender  of  th<m- 
f elves  to  God,  and  of  their  iincere  Love  to  one  another  and  to 
all  their  Fellovo -Chriftians* 

3.  That  thefe  are  indeed  the  great  Ends  of  the  Lord's- 
Supper,  I  fhall  not  now  (lay  to  argue  at  large.  You  need  only 
tead  what  the  Apoftle  Paul  has  written  in  the  Tenth  and  Eleventh 
Chapters  of  his  Firft  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  to  convince  you 
fully  of  this.  He  there  exprefly  tells  us,  that  our  Lord  com¬ 
manded  the  Bread  to  be  eaten ,  and  the  Wine  to  be  drank,in  Remem¬ 
brance  of  him ,  faj  or  as  a  Commemoration  or  Memorial  of  him  5 
fo  that  as  often  as  we  attend  this  Inftitution,  nve  fhevj  forth  our 
Lord's  Death ,  which  we  are  to  do  even  until  he  come .  (b)  And 
it  is  particularly  averted,  that  the  Cup  is  the  Nevj  Feflament  in 
bis  Blood ;  (c)  *that  is,  it  is  a  Seal  of  that  Covenant  which  was 
ratified  by  his  Blood.  Now  it  is  evident,  that  in  Confequence  of 
this,  we  are  to  approach  it  with  a  View  to  that  Covenant,  de¬ 
firing  its  Bleflings,  and  refolving  by  Divine  Grace  to  comply 
with  its  Demands.  On  the  whole  therefore,  as  the  Apoftle 
fpeaks,  we  have  Cotnmnnion  in  the  Body ,  and  the  Blood  of  Chrifl , 

(d)  and  partaking  of  his  Table  and  of  his  Cup,  we  converfe 
with  Chrifl ,  and  join  ourfelves  to  him  as  his  People  ;  as  the  Hea¬ 
thens,  in  their  idolatrous  Rites,  had  Communion  with  their  Dei¬ 
ties,  and  joined  themfelves  to  them  ;  and  the  Jevos,  by  eating 
their  Sacrifices,  converfed  with  Jehovah,  and  joined  themfelves 
to  him.  He  farther  reminds  them,  that  though  many ,  they  were 
one  Bread  and  one  Body ,  being  all  Partakers  of  that  one  Bread9 

(e )  and  being  all  made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit  ;  (i)  that  is,  meet¬ 
ing  together  as  if  they  were  but  one  Family,  and  joining  in  the 
Commemoration  of  that  one  Blood  which  was  their  common 
Ranfom,  and  of  the  Lord  Jefus  their  common  Head.  Now  it  is 
evident,  all  thefe  Reafonings  are  equally  applicable  to  Chrifti¬ 
ans  in  fucceeding  Ages.  Permit  me  therefore,  by  the  Autho¬ 
rity  of  our  Divine  Mailer,  to  prefs  upon  you  the  Obfervation  of 
this  Precept. 

§•  4* 

(a)  1  Cor.  ti.  24,  25.  (b)  Ver.  26.  (c)  Ver.  25.  (d)  2  Cor. 
%t  i$,  (e)  1  Cor.  x,  17.  {[)  1  Cor.  xii.  13. 
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doing  it  h  freffed  upon  the  Confcience,  Ch.  i  £ 

§•  4.  And  let  me  alfo  urge  it  from  the  a-  , 

which  It  has  to  promote  your  trueft  'Advantage  YoPare  7^ 

7,1,1"  o  Lifc  1 7 1  -»i"«  °o«  S7 

K"i,7'a  “  f* » «■  K 

7L«2sr,r  ,bro,sh 

you  a  lively  Senfe  of  it  >  ,„h  7  !’  "  to  bear  about  with 

more,  than  the  Contemplation  of  his  DeaThE 

Who  can  behold  the  Lad  broken  an  d  1  P  f  reP?fewed  ? 

*>«  refled,  how  the  Body  of  the  Bieffed  7  A  a”d 

Pieces  bv  hi,  J  , ,  B,Uled  Jujus  was  even  torn  in 

*«t  £  gS:7?  r7/rf  “= 

Agonies  of  the  Son  of  God,  as  th“  Price  of  E  HrP  rc'ld“'g 
and  Salvation,  and  not  feel  his  Sou!  melted  with  Tendemef" 
ana  inflamed  with  grateful  AffeCtion  ?  What  an  exafed  View 
coth  it  give  us  of  the  Bleffings  of  the  Gofpel-  Covenant  when  Z 
co.tfider  it  as  eftabli/hed  ,n  the  Blood  of  GOD's  only  begotten  Son  > 
Ana  when  we  make  our  Approach  to  Goo  as  our  heavenly  Fa 

£  Stwful  Z°  l t0  hiS  STice  in  this  folemo  Manner, 
what  an  awful  ier.cencyhas  it,  to  fix  the  ConviSion,  that 

Ze  fT  ear  r™:  be"'g  hugbt  vsith  fuch  a  Price  P  rpl  VVhaTa 
pendency  has  it,  to  guard  us  againii  every  Temptation  to  thofe 
Sms  wh.cn  we  nave  fo  folemnly  renounced,  and  to  engage  our 

Oatb%  ^Wvi  m  Wh°HWe  hfVe  Sc»h  as  %dtb  cm 

r,  /  ’  1  1,a^ ,ou'  hearts  be  knit  together  in  mutual  Love 

Th]  when  we  confider  onrfelves  as  one  in  Chriji  ■  [n  His 
xnood  becomes  the  Cement  of  the  Society,  joins  Us  m  Spirit  not 
only  to  eacn  other  but  to  all  that  in  every  Place  eaU  upon  the 

hamt  V.  >fuS  Chrtfi  °ur  lord,  both  theirs  ardours  ■  fkl  And 
weanttcipate  in  pleafing  Hope,  that  BletTed  Day  when  the 
Affembly  lhall  be  compleat,  and  we  .flail  all  be  for  ever  Lb 

-nd  to  t'L  *V  ^7  thef»V,CWS  engaSe  us  t0  deny  ourfelves, 
~nd  to  take  up  out  C/o/s  to  follow  our  crucified  Matter  :  fm]  Weil 

may  they  engage  us  to  do  oiir  utrooft,  by  Prayer  and  ail  other 

f  unable  Enceavours,  to  ierve  his  Followers  and  his  Friends  *  to 

lerve  thole;  whom  he  hath  purebafed  <witb  his  Blood  and  who 

are  to  be  his  AiTociates,  and  ours,  in  the  Glories  of  an  happy 
immortality.  1 

p,  F  f'  Li  iS  aE  the,  e*Pre(*s,  bfituthn  and  Command  of  our 
Blened  Redeemer,  that  the  Members  of  inch  Societies  fhould  be 

tenaerly  fohettous  for  the  fpiritual  Welfare  of  each  other  :  And 

[g.]  j  Cor.  vi.  i9,  20..  [h]  Col.  ii.  2.,  r.j  Gal.  Mi.  a*' 
[kj  i  Cor.  t.  z.  [I]  i  rhefl.  tv.  i7.  [mj  Mat.  xvi.  24, 
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and  the  Objections  to  it  brief y  answered.  145 

that,  on  the  whole,  his  Churches  may  be  kept  pure  and  holy, 
that  they  fhould  withdraw  themfelves  Jr  cm  every  Brother  these 
walketh  di (orderly  ;  [n]  that  they  fhould  mark  fuck  as  caufs 

Offences  or  Scandals  amongd  them,  contrary  to  the  Doth  me 
which  they  have  learned \  and  avoid  them  ;  [o]  that  if  any  oety 
not  the  Word  of  Chriji  by  his  Apo flies,  they  fhould  have  no  Pel- 
hvfhip  or  Communion  with  fuch ,  that  they  may  be  a  foamed  ;  [p] 
that  they  fhould  not  eat  with  fuch,  as  are  notonoufy  irregular  in 
their  Behaviour,  but  on  the  contrary  fhould  put  away  fretn 
among  th emf elves  fuch  wicked  Perfcns.  [qj  It  is  evident  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  Inditution  of  fuch  Societies  is  greatly  for  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  Chridianity,  and  for  the  Advantage  of  its  particular 
Profeffors.  And  confequently,  every  Confideration  of  Obedience 
to  our  common  Lord,  and  of  prudent  Regard  to  our  own  Benefit 
and  that  of  our  Brethren,  will  require,  that  thofe  who  love  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  Sincerity ,  fhould  enter  into  them,  and  af- 
femble  among  them  in  thefe  their  mod  folemn  and  peculiar  Abts 
of  Communion  at  his  Table.  , 

§.  6.  I  intreat  you  therefore,  and,  if  I  may  prefume  to 
fay  it,  in  his  Dame  and  by  his  Authority  1  charge  it  on  your  Con¬ 
ference,  that  this  Precept  of  our  dying  Lord  go  nor,  as  it  were, 
for  nothing  with  you  ;  but  that,  if  you  indeed  love  him ,  you 

keep  this,  as  well  as  the  red  of  his  Comtnandments - >1  know, 

you  maybe  ready  to  form  Objections .  I  have  elfewhere  debated 
many  of  the  chief  of  them  at  large,  and  I  hope,  not  without 
fome  good  Effect.  *  The  great  Quedion  is  that,  which  relates 
to  your  being  prepared  for  a  worthy  Attendance  :  And  in  Conjunc¬ 
tion  with  what  has  been  Laid  before,  I  think  that  may  be  brought 
to  a  very  fhort  ItTue.  Have  you,  fo  far  as  you  know  your  own 
K  eart,  been  fmcere  in  that  delibei ate  Surrender  of  yourftlf  to 
GOD  through  Chrifl ,  which  I  recommended  in  the  former 
Chapter  ?  If  you  have,  (whether  it  were  with,  or  without,  the 
particular  Form  or  Manner  of  doing  it  there  recommendcd,J 
you  have  certainly  taken  hold  of  the  Covenant ,  and  therefore 
have  a  Right  to  the  Seal  of  it.  And  there  is  not,  and  cannot 
be,  any  other  View  of  the  Ordinance,  in  which  you  can  have 
any  farther  Objection  to  it.  If  you  defire  to  remember  Chrifl' s 
Death ,  if  you  defire  to  renew  the  Dedication  of  younelf  tp 
God  through  him,  if  you  would  lid  yourfelf  among  his  People, 

[n]  2  Thcff.  Hi.  6.  [o]  Rom.  xvi.  17.  [p]  2  ThefT.  iii.  14. 

[q]  1  Cor.  v.  11,  13. 

*  bee  the  I' cut's  h  of  mv  Sermons  to  Young  Perfcns . 

L  if 
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Oljeftions  anfeveered,  Sec. 


Ch.  1 2. 


if  yon  would  love  them  and  do  them  Good  according  to  vn, 
Ability,  and,  on  the  whole,  would  notallow  yourfelf  inthe  t>m 
ttce  of  anyone  known  Sin,  or  in  the  Omiffion  of  one  know 
Duty  then  I  will  venture  confidently  to  fay,  not  only  that  vo 

may  be  welcome  to  the  Ordinance,  but  that  1/ 

for  Jucb  as  you.  J  lt 

§.  7-  As  for  other  Ohjeaions,  a  few  Words  may  fuffice  b' 

Souf  ?ffk|p  y'  \VJ-  U\eaknf°f  the  Religious  Principle  in  you 
Soul,  if  it  be  really  implanted  there,  is  fo  far  from  being  an  Ar 

ft  rTthlV 3Srt‘nft  y.0ar(,eekw&  fach  3  Method  to  ftrengthen  it,  tha 

TV  /  «  ,  7nSly,lnf0rCes  the  Nece%  of  doing  it, 

Me? left  of  /bn  Snip™*,;*"  l ..  a  _  ^  . 


yea  of  this  Sanity,  byJom^  ZK 
Juans,  Should  rather  engage  you  fo  much  the  more  to  diftinguil 
your  Zeal  for  an  Inftitution,  m  this  Refpect  fo  much  flighte 
~n  -  lnJure  •  And  as  for  the  Fears  of  aggravated  Guilt 


Cafe  of  Apoftaey  do  not  indulge  them/  ftl™,  by" 't] 
Divdne  BlefTmg,  be  an  efFedual  Remedy  againft  the  Evil  yc 
tear  ;  and  is  certain,  that  after  what  you  muft  already  ha^ 
known  ana  felt  -  before  you  could  be  brought  into  your  prefei 
Situation,  (on  the  Suppofitions  I  have  now  been  making)  thei 
can  be  no  Room  to  think  of  a  Retreat  ;  no  Room,  even  fc 
tne  wretched  Hope  of  being  lefs  miferable  than  the  Generalit 
or  tho.e  teat  have  penfhed.  Your  Scheme  therefore  mull  bt 

t0  /r?f ke  yfur\  Salcuation  as  fare,  and  to  make  it  *r  glorious  a 
polhbie  :  And  T  know  not  any  Appointment  of  our  Blcffed  Re 
deemer,  vyhich  may  have  a  more  comfortable  Afpeft  upc: 

that  bzelTed  Enc,  than  this  which  I  am  now  recommending  t< 
you. 


./•  8:  °"£  Thing  1  at  leafi  infsfi  upon,  and  I  fee  not 

with  what  face  it  can  be  denied.  I  mean,  that  you  Ihould  take 
this  lviatter  iuto  a  fenous  Confederation  :  That  you  fhould  dili¬ 
gently  enquire,  “  whether  you  have  Reafon  in  your  Confcience 
to  elieve,  it  is  the  Will  of  God  you  fhould  now  approach 
“  to  the  Ordinance,  or  not  And  that  you  fhould  continue  your 
Reflections,  your  Enquiries,  and  your  Prayers,  till  you  find  far¬ 
ther  Encouragement  to  come,  if  that  Encouragement  be  hitherto 
Wanting.  For  of  this  be  allured,  that  a  State  in  which  you  are 
on  the  whole  unfit  to  approach  this  Ordinance,  is  a  State  in  which 
you  are  defhtute  of  the  neceffary  Preparations  for  Death  and 
Heaven  ;  m  which  therefore,  if  you  would  not  allow-  yourfelves 
so  Humber  on  the  Brink  of  Deftruftion,  you  ought  not  to  reft 
£q  much  2,2  one  finale  Day. 


Ch.  1 8.  A  Prayer  for  one,  who  defires  to  attend,  &c.  147 

A  Prayer  for  one,  who  earnefily  defires  to  approach  to  the  Ta¬ 
ble  of  the  Lord,  yet  has  fome  remaining  Doubts  concerning  bi$ 
Right  to  that  folemn  Ordinance . 
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So 


BLESSED  LOPvD,  I  adore  thy  wife  and  gracious 
Appointments,  for  the  Edification  of  thy  Church  in  Ho- 
linefs  and  in  Love.  I  thank  thee,  that  thou  hail  commanded 
thy  Servants,  to  form  themfelves  into  Societies  ;  and  I  adore 
my  gracious  Saviouf,  who  hath  inftituted ,  as  with  his  dying 
Breath,  the  holy  Solemnity  of  his  Supper,  to  be  through  all 
Ages  a  Memorial  of  his  dying  Love ,  and  a  Bond  of  that  Union 
which  it  is  Lis  Sovereign  Pleafure  that  his  People  fhould  pre- 
ferve.  I  hope,  thou,  Lord,  art  Witnefs  to  the  Sincerity ,  with 
which  I  defire  to  give  myfclj  up  to  thee  ;  and  that  I  may 
call  thee  to  record  on  my  Soul ,  that  if  I  now  hefitate  about  this 
particular  Manner  of  doing  it,  it  is  not  becaufe  I  would  allow* 
myfelf  to  break  any  of  thy  Commands,  or  to  flight  any  of 
thy  Favours.  I  truft*  thou  knoweft,  that  my  prefent  Delay 
arifes  only  from  an  Uncertainty  as  to  my  Duty,  and  a  Fear 
of  profaning  Holy  Things  by  an  unworthy  Approach  to  them. 
Yet  fureiy.  Oh  Lord,  if  thou  hall  given  me  a  Reverence  for 
thy  Command,  a  Defire  of  Communion  with  thee,  and  a 
Willingnefs  to  devote  myfelf  wholly  to  thy  Service,  I  may 
regard  it  as  a  Token  for  Good,  that  thou  art  difpofed  to  re¬ 
ceive  me,  and  that  I  am  not  wholly  unqualified  for  an  Ordi¬ 
nance,  which  I  fo  highly  honour,  and  fo  earnedly  defire.  I 
therefore  make  it  mine  humble  Requeft  unto  thee,  Oh  Lord, 
this  Day,  that  thou  would!!  gracioully  be  pleafed  to  inftrudl 
me  in  my  Duty,  and  to  teach  me  the  Way  which  l Jhould  take  f 
Examine  me.  Oh  Lord,  and  prove  me  1  try  my  Reins  and  my 
Heart  /  [r]  Is  there  any  fecrct  Sin,  to  the  Love  and  Pra&icd 
of  which  1  would  indulge  ?  Is  there  any  of  thy  Precepts,  in 
the  habitual  Breach  of  which  I  would  allow  myfelf?  I  truft, 
I  can  appeal  to  thee  as  a  Witnefs,  that  there  is  not.  Lee 


me  not  then  wrong  mine  own  Soul,  by  a  caufelefs  and  fmfui 
Abfence  from  thy  facred  Table  !  But  grant,  Oh  Lord,  I  be- 
feech^thee,  that  thy  Word,  thy  Providence,  and  thy  Spirit 
may  io  concur,  as  to  make  my  Way  plain  before  me  l  [s]  Scat¬ 
ter  my  remaining  Doubts,  if  thou  feed  they  have  no  juft  Foun¬ 
dation  !  Fill  me.  with  a  more  allured  Faith,  with  a  more  ar¬ 
dent  Love  ;  and  plead  thine  oven  Caufe  with  my  Heart  in  fuch 
a  Manner,  as  that  I  may  no:  be  able  any  longer  to  delay  that 

^  2  %  Approach* 

£Vj  P&I,  xx vL  a,  [s]  Prov.  xv,  19. 


A  Prayer  for  one  <vjho  defires  to  attend,  Sec.  Ch.  i$ 
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Approach,  which,  if  I  am  thy  Servant  indeed,  is  equally  niv 
Duty  and  my  Privilege  !  In  the  mean  Time,  grant,  th«  it 
ay  never  be  long  out  of  my  Thoughts  :  But  that  I  may 
gi  e^<u  i  igence,  if  there  be  any  remaining  Occafion  of 

r’  t0.remo,’e  ;5>  by  3  more  affedlionate  Concern  to  avoid 
whoever  is  di.pleafing  to  the  Eyes  of  thine  Holinefs,  and  to 

p  aflife  the  full  Extent  of  my  JJuty  !  May  the  Views  of 
Ujnft  crucified  be  fo  famdiar  to  my  Mind,  and  may  a  Senfe  of 

dylng  P°Ve  f°  P0VVerfully  ‘onflratn  my  Soul,  that  my  own 
2'°W'nS  Expenence  may  put  it  out  of  all  Queltion,  that  lam 
one  of  thole  for  whom  he  intended  this  Feail  of  Love  ! 

And  even  now,  as  joined  to  thy  Churches  in  Spirit  and  in 
Cove,  though  not  in  io  exprefs  and  intimate  a  Bond  as  I  could 
wiHi  would  i  heartily  pray,  that  thy  Bleffing  may  been  all 
/  eoP-e-  hat  thou  woulafc  feed  thine  Heritage,  and  lift 
them  up  fir  eater  /  [t]  May  every  Chrifiian  Society  flourilh 
in  knowledge,  in  Holinefs,  and  in  Love  1  May  all  thy  Priefts 
be  clothed  with  Salvation,  that  by  their  Means  thy  chofcn  Peo¬ 
ple  may  be  mad e  joyful  !  [u]  And  may  there  be  a  glorious  Ac- 
ceflion  to  thy  Churches  every  where,  of  thofe  who  may  fy 

^ cr^r  01  U  ^ouy>  aKtg  us  Doves  to  their  Windows  /  fwl  May 
t  y  Table,  Oh  Lord,  be  furnijhed  with  Guefts  ;  [x]  and  may 
all  that  love  thy  Salvation,  Jay,  Let  the  Lord  be  magnified, 
who  hath  Pleafure  in  the  Prolferity  of  his  Servants  !  fy  l  And 
I  earneflly  pray,  that  all  who  profefs  to  have  received  Chrift 
plus  the  Lord,  may  be  duly  careful  to  walk  in  him ;  [z]  and 
,t  may  4  be  P.reP3ring  for  the  general  Affemlly  of  the 

"ft  n  ■  3nC^  nla'V  j°‘n  ln  (bat  n°bler  and  more  immediate 
Worfhip,  where  all  thefe  Types  and  Shadows  fliall  be  laid 
fff  ahde  ;  where  even  theie  Memorials  fhali  be  no  longer  ne- 
ceffary,  but  a  living,  prefent  Redeemer  fhali  be  the  everlafting 
joy  of  thole,  who  here  in  his  Abfence  have  delightedto  com- 
“  memorate  his  Death  !  Amen." 

non  ...  CHAP, 

r  I  a *  a*  XXV111‘  9-  M  PCal.  cxxxii.  1 6.  [w]  Ifai.  lx.  8. 

W  Matt.  xxii.  io.  [y]  Pfal.  xxxv.  27.  [z]  Col.  ii.  6. 
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A.  B.  I  purpofed  to  have  added  fomething  here,  concerning 
a  regular  Approach  to  the  Lord's  Table,  a  proper  Attendance  upon 
it,  and  fuitable  Reflections  after  it  :  But  I  find  this  Work  fvveil 
under  my  Hana,  beyond  what  I  at  firft  expedled  ;  and  there- 
as  thefe  Articles  have  been  handled  by  fo  many  valuable 
Wi iters,  I  chufe  to  refer  to  them, and  particularly^  Dr.  Earle's 

Sacrament  ai 


Cb.  19.  Directions  for  daily  walking  with  GOD.  1 49 

c.  H  A  P.  XIX. 


Some  more  particular  Directions  for 
maintaining  continual  Communion 
with  God,  or  being  in  his  Fear  all 
the  Day  long. 


A  Letter  to  a  pious  Friend  on  this  Subje  Cl  introduced  here.  I. 
A  General  Plan  of  Directions.  $.  2.  [I.]  For  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Day  :  §.3.  (1.)  Lifting  up  the  Heart  to  GOD 

at  our  fir  ft  Awakening  :  f  4.  (2.)  Setting  ourf elves  to 

the  Secret  Devotions  of  the  Morning  ;  with  Refped  to  which 
particular  Advices  are  given.  §.  5, — *—10.  [H-]  For  the 

Promts  of  the  Day  :  §.  !  I .  Directions  are  given  concern¬ 
ing  y  ( 1 .)  Serioufnefs  in  Devotion.  §.  12.  ( 2  )  Diligence 

in  Bufincfs.  §.  13.  ($)  Prudence  in  Recreations .  §.14. 

(a..)  Oh fervation  of  Providences.  §.  15.  ($■)  Watchful - 

n€fs  againft  Temptations.  §.  16.  (6.)  Dependance  on  Di¬ 
vine  Influences.  §.  17.  (7.)  Government  of  the  thoughts 

when  in  Solitude.  §.  18.  (8.)  Management  of  Difcourfe 

in  Company.  §.19.  [HI.]  For  the  Conclufion  of  the  Day  : 

j.  20.  ( I.)  With  the  Secret  Devotions  of  the  Evening.  §.  21. 
Directions  for  S elf- E xamination  at  large.  § .  22,23.  (2.) 

Lying  down  with  a  proper  Lemper.  §.  24.  Conclufion  of  the 
Letter ,  §.  25.  and  of  the  Chapter  :  §.26.  With  a  fe- 

rious  View  of  Death ,  proper  to  be  taken  at  the  Clofe  of  the  Day . 


1.  T  WOULD  hope,  that  upon  ferious  Confederation, 
I  Self-Examination,  and  Prayer,  the  Reader  may  by  this 

L  3  Time 

Sacramental  Exercifes ,  and  Mr.  Grove's  Devotional  Exercifes  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Lord's  Supper  :  Books,  which  I  think  remarkably 
excellent  in  their  Kind,  and  which  may  be  had  at  very  eafy 
Rates.  Yet  for  the  farther  Affiltance  of  devout  Communicants, 
I  have  fome  Thoughts  ofpublifhing  a  fmall  Volume  of  Sacra¬ 
mental  Meditations  on  filed  Texts  of  Scripture ,  if  Cod  fparc  me 
to  hnifh  my  Expofition  on  the  New  Left  ament ,  and  feme  other  Pie¬ 
ces  which  I  have  now  in  Hand. 


150  A  Lc,ter  °n  Ms  Suljea  introduced.  Cb 

'-n  >  1 

Time  be  come  to  a  Refolution  to  attend  c  1 

San?  tl  h'>S , V0WS  there'  1  Wi!1  fuSffc  that  fol  °rdl 

Tranfaa.on  to  be  over,  or  fome  other  deliberate  Ad  J 

piled,  by  which  he  has  given himfelf  up  to  the  Service  C^'' 
and  that  his  Concern  now  is  m  •  {.  ,  erwce  God  . 

ing  to  the  Vovos  Z  GOD  PhiT ’  WW  16  acct*d' 

farther  AfTiftanceliere  befHrs\k  uP°n  him.  Now  for  hij 

given  of  the  Chriftian’ Temper 1  ha,!e  alread> 
fome  more  particular  Diiwr  ~  ,  .ara^er>  ^  WJ^  propofe 

devout,  fpiHtual,  and  SaSnly ’chtafl8  Nr'"'"”8  tha| 
I  can  exprefs  the  Idea  and  Pi  *V l  T  ,  d  J  ^novv  not  how 

» .  mnr^s&fis^,ihr^  <  ,i“' 

which  I  wrote  many  Tears  avo  *  to  a  »•/"  ;>  ^  "V  “  L‘tUr’ 
Piety  with  whnn/  r  T  jT'  a  Perton  of  eminent 

*»  *  i<  W*ha,,rd.i!Sn‘„7Sr“,S; 

dZ  and  CircTmft  ’  f°  they  “ay  pr°p£r1^  fuit  his  Capa- 
himfelf _ _ I  r“fta/nCe!  Life,  confidenng  it  as  if  addreffed^o 

'  d  ,  1  iy’  (and  dePlre  «  may  be  obferved  ]  that  1  with 

PlhZ^rifT  theNDireai0nS  >  /-  «  ^  ,  r, 

{  /  %  /  hls  Capacities  and  Circutnjiances  in  Life  :  for  I  would 

dow"  ‘he  following  Particulars’  as  tmivS 
lies  for  «//,  or  for  any  one  Perfon  in  the  World  at  all  Times 

h,» «  ZtT \ ‘,?d  J  '“'  •!>•««  able,  n,d  »b,„  *1, 
Leiiure..  And  when  you  cannot  reach  them  all  come  as 

WitSthilS  lmp0rta?tof  them  asyou  conveniently  can.- _ 

n  _  h  Precaution  I  proceed  to  the  Letter,  which  I  would 

ted^HTr  Care  f°  E°ard  againft  the  DanSer  of 

”1  hZ’ufv  »  r  d,Pc0“rage  any  ^  ™ cakeft  Chriflian.  Let 
/  rab’y  and  chearfu.iy  do  our  beft,  and  rejoice  that  we  have 
fo  graaous  a  Father  who  knows  ail  our  Infirmites,  and  Jo  com - 

_  My  Dear  Friend, 

SI"C,e.  y°u  defire  my  Thoughts  in  writing,  and  at  larcre,  on 
the  Subjea  of  our  late  Converfation,  viz.  “  By  what^parti- 

TT fZ  i  Ar ±0ds  1"  our  dai|y  Condua>  a  Life  of  Devotion  and 
-  Lffe.ulnefs  may  be  moft  happily  maintained,  and  iecured  ?" 

.(a)  Prov.  xxiii  i7.  *  A',  B .  It  was  in  the  Year  i-jzj.  * 
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I  fet  myfelf  with  Chearfulnefs,  to  recolle£t  and  digeft  the.Hints 
which  I  then  gave  you  ;  hoping,  it  may  be  of  iomc  bervice  to 
vou  in  your  moft  important  Interefts  ;  and  may  alfo  fix  on  my 
own  Mind  a  deeper  Senfe  of  my  Obligations,  to  govern  my  own 
Life  by  the  Rules  I  offer  to  others.  I  efteem  Attempts  of  this 
Kind  among  the  pleafanteft  Fruits,  and  the  fureft  Cements  o 
Friendlhip  ;  and  as  I  hope  ours  will  laft  for  ever,  1  am  periua- 
ded  a  mutual  Care  to  cherifn  Sentiments  of  this  Kind  will  add 

everlafting  Endearments  to  it. 

2.  The  Directions  you  will  expeft  from  me  on  this  uc- 
cafion,  naturally  divide  themfelves  into  three  Heads.  How  we 
are  to  regard  God, — in  the  Beginning,— the  Prog  refs,  and  the 
Clofe  of  the  Day.  I  will  open  my  Heart  freely  to  you  with  Re¬ 
gard  to  each,  and  leave  you  to  judge,  how  far  thefe  Hints  may 
fuit  your  Circumflances  ;  aiming  at  leaft  to  keep  between  the 
Extreams,  of  a  fuperftitious  StriXnefs  in  Trifles,  and  of  an  in¬ 
dolent  Remiffnefs,  which,  if  admitted  in  little  Things,  may 
draw  after  it  criminal  NegleXs,  and  at  length  yet  more  crimi¬ 
nal  Indulgences.  .  . 

§•  3-  [!•]  Beginning  of  the  Day  :  It  ihould  certainly 

be  our  Care, - to  lift  up  our  Hearts  to  COD ,  as  foon  as 

we  wake,  and  while  we  are  riling  ; - and  then,  to  fet  our- 

felves  ferioufly  and  immediately  to  the  fecret  Devotions  of  the 

Morning .  T 

§.  4.  For  the  firA  of  thefe,  it  feems  exceedingly  natural. 

There  are  fo  many  Things  that  may  fuggeA  a  great  Variety  of 
pious  Reflexions  and  Ejaculations,  which  are  fo  obvious,  that 
one  would  think  a  ferious  Mind  could  hardly  mils  them.  The 
Eafe  and  Chearfulnefs  of  our  Mind  at  our  fir  A  Awakening  ;  the 
Refrefhment  we  Arid  from  Sleep  ;  the  Security  we  have  enjoyed 
in  that  defencelefs  State  ;  the  Provifion  of  warm  and  decent 
Apparel  ;  the  chearful  Light  of  the  returning  Sun  ;  or  even 
(what  it  is  not  unfit  to  mention  to  you,)  the  Contrivances  of 
Art,  taught  and  furnifhed  by  the  great  Author  of  all  our  Con- 
veniencies,  to  fupply  us  with  many  ufeful  Hours  of  Life  in  the 
Abfence  of  the  Sun  ;  the  Hope  of  returning  to  the  dear  Soci¬ 
ety  of  our  Friends  ;  the  ProfpeX  of  fpending  another  Day, 
in  the  Service  of  God,  and  the  Improvement  of  our  own  Minds; 
and  above  all,  the  lively  Hope  of  a  joyful  RefurreXion  to  ari 
eternal  Day  of  plappinefs  and  Glory  :  Any  of  thefe  Particulars, 
and  many  more  which  I  do  not  mention,  may  furnifh  us  with 
Matter  of  pleafmg  RefleXion  and  chearful  Praife,  while  we  are 
riling.  And  for  our  farther  AfiiAance,  when  we  are  alone  at 

L  4  this 


*S2  Particular  Advices  given,  with  RefpeH  Qk  . 

»  — 

lixpreflions  of  Joy  and  Tbankfalnefs  y  PP  her’  ‘7  natural 

tliat  if  we  find  our  Hearts  in  fuch'a  Frame Tt  t0,add’ 

|bg>  even  that  is  juft  Matter  of  Praife  ardthe  7^  Awaken- 
iiaps  it  is  an  Anivve*-  to  the  •  aL  ,  .  e  rat^er,  as  per- 

I  s  For  the  Kfe  of  /■  ,th  wh,ch  we  ,a>'  ' 

I  hope5  will  generally1  be  a  Mo’„i„g,  which 

exact  Method  to  another  You  m  'n°“'’  :  cannot  P«lcribe  an 

your  own  TafleinfomekJlure  Thm>  confu:t 

Service  are  in  the  eenera7^  ,Jhe  ^‘tuent  Pans  of  tie 

Jar  Model  for  thofef  who  have”  Half  ^  T  °  pr°p0  e  a  Farticu- 
Hourat  Command  fthlrh  ■? I  rnr«  Quarters  of  an 

molt  may  have,)  it’lLuId  beV[his  P‘ UQen:  C'0Ddua  1  fuPF01'c 

lJn  AATof  hPr'u/tolZ\oGT0nS  °f  thv-  Da>'  Wkh  3  f0* 
rally  with  a  low,  vet  difimdl  VrV  °  0n,0ur  ^nees>  al)d  gene- 

cies,  we  had  been  refleftW  o?wL;  ^nowledgtng  the  Mer- 

to  mention  Cbrijl  as  the  preqr  „  e  nn.nS  5  never  forgetting 
ments  and  our  Hopes  or  la  re-u  oan"at!0n  of  a!l  °ur  Enjoy- 

.fe  ir^p I£::T ” 

- g” r  “ r/° ** 

properly  be  concluded  with  an  exprefs  Renewal  of  our  Covenant 
widi  boB,  declaring  our  continued  repeated  Refoiution  of  b»irtr 

tZTLy.  ■  ““  f"*"'  “f  <‘”S  »  !>»  Glo°y”L  ”a5 

§.  7-  It  may  be  proper,  after  this,  to  take  a  ProfpeS  of  the 
Bay  before  US,  fo  far  as  we  can  probably  forefee  in  the  Sene»7  • 
Wliere  and  how  it  may  be  (pent  !  and  ferioufly  to  reflefl,8* £ 

«  m  be  do?  7  7y  e‘!  fC7G°D  this  Da^  ?  VVhat  ^finefs  is 
„  t0  a0nl’  anj  m  what  Order  ?  What  Opportunities  may  I 

expeci,  either  of  doing,  or  of  receiving  Good  ?  What  Tenfp- 

...  oTarct  ilr  " t0  brfaahed  wkh’,oany  Pkce’  ComPany. 

01  Lircun.hance,  which  may  probably  occur  ?  In  what  I n- 

itances  have  I  lately  faded  ?  And  how  (hall  I  be  fafeft  now  ?• 

,  J;  ,7  Ar77  th'5  H7iei^  U  wi!1  be  proper  to  offer  up  a 
■r'f'f  t'fK'  ’  ,'jS£ir,&  'hat  mod  would  quicken  us  to  each  of 
tr.cs  i ore  ecu  L-oties  j  that  he  would  fortify  us  againft  each  of 

tilde  apprehended  Hangers  ;  that  he  would  grant  us  Succefs  in 

luch  0:  iuch  a  undertaken  for  his  Glory  ;  and  aifo,  that 

he 
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le  would  help  us  to  difcover  and  improve  unforefeen  Opportu¬ 
nities,  to  refill  unexpected  Temptations,  and  to  bear  patiently, 
and  religioufly,  any  Affti&ions  which  may  furprize  us  in  tne 

Lay  on  which  we  are  entering.  .  ~ 

9.  I  WOULD  advife  you  after  this,  to  read  fome  Portion  of 

Siripture  ;  not  a  great  deal,  nor  the  whole  Bible  in  its  Course  5 
bit  fome  felea  Leffons  out  of  its  mod:  uieful  Parts,  perhaps  I  en 
or  twelve  Verfes  ;  not  troubling  yourfelf  much  about  the  exadt 
Connexion,  or  other  Critical  Niceties,  which  may  occur,  (tho 
it  other  Times  I  would  recommend  them  to  your  Enquiry,  as 
30U  have  Ability  and  Opportunity  ;)  but  confidering  them  merely 
ia  a  devotional  and  a  pratficai  View.  Here  take  fuch  Inftruc- 
tbnsas  readily  prefentthemleives  to  your  Thoughts,  repeat  them 
07 er  to  your  own  Confcience,  and  charge  your  Heart  religioufly 
tc  obierve  them  and  add  upon  them,  under  a  Senfeof  the  Divine 
Authority  which  attends  them.  And  if  you  pray  over  the  Sub- 
jfbnce  of  this  Scripture,  with  your  Bible  open  before  you,  it  may 
imprefs  your  Memory  and  your  Heart  yet  more  deeply,  and 
may  form  you  to  a  Copioulnefs  and  Variety,  both  of  Thought 
and  Expreffion  in  Prayer. 

§.  10.  It  might  be  proper  to  clofe  thefe  Devotions  with  cl 
Tfalm  or  Hymn  :  And  I  rejoice  with  you,  that  through  the  pious 
Care  of  Dr.  Watts ,  and  fome  other  Sacred  Poets,  we  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  fo  rich  a  Variety  for  the  Aflillance  of  the  Clofet  and 
Family  on  thefe  Qccafiom,  as  well  as  for  the  Service  of  the 
San&uary. 

11.  [II.]  The  moil  material  DireBions  which  have  occurred 
to  me,  relating  to  the  Progrefs  of  the  Day ,  are  thefe  : — That  we 
be  ferious  in  the  Devotions  of  the  Day  ; — that  we  be  diligent  in 
the  Bufinefs  of  it,  that  is,  in  the  Profecution  of  our  worldly  Cal- 
lings  ; — that  we  be  temperate  and  prudent  in  the  Recreations  of  it  ; 

- — that  we  carefully  remark  the  Providences  of  the  Day  ; — that 
we  cautioufly  guard  again  ft  the  1 Temptations  of  it  ; — that  we  keep 
ip  a  lively  and  humble  Dependance  upon  the  Divine  Influence 9 
Suitable  to  every  Emergency  of  it - that  we  govern  our  Thoughts 
well  in  the  Solitude  of  the  Day, — and  our  Difcourfes  well  in  the 
Converjations  of  it.  Thefe,  Sir ,  were  the  Head3  of  a  Sermon, 
which  you  lately  heard  me  preach  on  this  Occafion,  and  to  which 
I  know  you  referred  in  that  Requeil  which  I  am  now  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  anfwer.  I  will  therefore  touch  upon  the  moft  material 
Hints,  which  fell  under  each  of  thefe  Particulars. 

§.  12.  (1.)  For  Scrioufnefs  in  Devotion,  whether  Publick  or 
Domeflick  :  Let  us  take  a  few  Moments,  before  we  enter  upon 

Juch 
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fuch  Solemnities y  to  paufe,  and  reflet  on  th*  P  r  n- 
God  we  are  addreffing  to  on  the  Im  V  perfedions  of  th< 
we  are  coming  about,  o^n  the  PkafurJ Ha  a*  °f  lhe  Buflneri 
Jar  and  devout  Attendance,  and  on  thJ'r  i  vanta2e  of  a  regu- 
Hypocritical  Formality.  When  e?rv  v  ,  U,it  and  Fo^y  of  aj 

Watchfulnefs  over  our  o"*n  Sn‘  1  f*"  UG  rr!a*nta“1  a  ftrict 

ings  of  Though!  A„d  If PT’nndcheCkthefiril  Zander- 
ately  refted  on  the  Manner  in^w  h‘  h  Iet  US  imm 

a.&  our  own  Confciences,  whether  we^ave  PerPormed>  and 

that  we  are  accepted  of  GOD  in  it  ?  F or  th A  t0  condude’ 
?er  of  going  through  thefe  Offices  ’  whirl!  ”  a  ctr*a’n  Man' 
immediately  tell  as,  it  is  impojfble  for  GOdTI ^  A 
if  we  have  inadvertently  fJhZ,  ■  ^U°  ‘  approve  :  And 

humbled  before  God  for  it* left  our  V' p0Ugbt,  t0  be  deePy 

it  be,  as with  you  °L  Bu^  5  whethV 

Labour  of a  Kd tfe  „  *  Ha"?  }  ,°r  whether  “  be  Me 
Matters:  Let  us  fet  to\’h  inimediatcly  relating  to  Religious 

Goo’s  Authority  an“w hh  A  J0"  °f  *  with  a  Senfcof 
avoid  a  Dreaming,  Ship-gift)  IndoTenf  Ted Ut  ** 
W°rk,  and  doe!  only  the  Bnfinefs  of  Onp  F?"'  W  “**  °w 

;?eX«S't;th  rerWettF ^ A 

LS°,of  S;“0,";F,h  u:/0'  i  rerw'd  *  f/«J, «» ,£  i: 

to  the  i  t;  andrthus>  hat  they  be  only  ufed  in  Subordination 
to  the  Honour  of  God,  the  great  End  of  all  our  Afllons  1  <- 

tUhemkeandi’hI?ath  °“r> P  ”0t  eftran2ed  from  God  by 
them  ,  and  that  they  do  not  take  up  too  much  of  our  Time'  ■ 

A7P  rf“embring>  that  the  Faculties  of  the  Human  Nature 
and  the  Advantages  of  the  Chriftian  Revelation,  were  not  An 
us  in  vain  ;  but  that  we  are  always  to  be  in  Purffiit  of  f™  „ 
great  and  honourable  End,  and  to  indulge  ourfelves  in  4mufe 
ments  and  Diverfions  no  farther,  than  as  they  may  mak c  a  Part 
tn  a  s  them -of  rations  lane I  manly,  benevolent  and  pious  Condufl. 

,t\  V  (4vl  r°R  th  e  Ob  formation  of  Providences:  It  will  be 
meful  to  regard  the  divine  Interpofition,  in  our  Comforts  and  in 

(b)  Pfal.  cix.  7.  eur 
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cur  Affiiflions . — In  our  Comforts,  whether  m ore  common,  or  ex¬ 
traordinary  :  That  we  find  ourfelves  in  continued  Health  ;  that 
we  are  furnifhed  with  Food  for  Support  and  Pieafure  ,  tnat  we 
have  fo  many  agreeable  Ways  of  employing  our  T  ime  ,  that  we 
have  fo  many  Friends,  and  thofe  fo  good,  and  fo  happy  ,  tiat 
our  Bufinefs  goes  on  profperoufly  ;  that  we  go  out  and  come  in 
fafely  ;  and  that  we  enjoy  Compofure  and  Chearfulnefs  of  Spirit, 
without  which  nothing  elle  could  be  enjoyed  :  All  thefe  fhou  d 
be  regarded  as  Providential  Favours ,  and  due  Acknowledgments 
fhould  be  made  to  God  on  theie  Accounts,  as  we  pafs  through 
fuch  agreeable  Scenes. — On  the  other  hand,  Providence  is  to  be 
regarded  in  every  Difappointment ,  in  every  Lofs ,  in  every  Pain, 
in  every  lnjtance  of  JJnkindnefs  from  thofe  who  have  profefled 
Friendfhip  :  And  we  fhould  endeavour  to  argue  ourfelves  into  a 
patient  Submiffion,  from  this  Confideration,  that  the  Hand  of 
GOD  is  always  mediately,  if  not  immediately,  in  each  of  them  ; 
and  that  if  they  are  not  properly  the  Work  of  Providence,  they 
arc  at  leaf!  under  its  Diredlion.  It  is  a  Reflexion,  which  we 
fhould  particularly  make  with  Relation  to  thofe  little  crofs  Ac¬ 
cidents,  (as  we  are  ready  to  call  them,)  and  thofe  Infirmities  and 
Follies  in  the  Temper  and  Conduct  of  our  intimate  Friends, 
which  may  elfe  be  ready  to  difeompofe  us.  And  it  is  the  more 
necefiary  to  guard  our  Minds  here,  as  wife  and  good  Men  often 
lofe  the  Command  of  themfelves  on  thefe  comparatively  little 
Occafions  ;  who  calling  up  Reafon  and  Religion  to  their  Af- 
fiflance,  (lard  the  Shock  of  great  Calamities  with  Fortitude  and 
Refolution. 

§.  16.  (5.)  For  Watchfulnejs  a  gain f  Temptation  :  It  is  ne- 
ceffary,  when  changing  our  Place,  or  our  Employment  to  refled!, 
<(  What  Snares  attend  me  here  ?”  And  as  this  fhould  be  our 
Habitual  Care,  fo  we  fhould  efpecially  guard  againf!  thofe  Snares 
which  in  the  Morning  we  forefaw.  And  when  wc  are  entering 
on  thofe  Circumflances  in  which  we  expedled  the  AfTault,  we 
fhould  refledl,  efpecially  if  it  be  a  Matter  of  great  Importance, 
“  Now  the  Combat  is  going  to  begin  :  Now  God  and  the  Blef- 
“  fed  Angels  are  obferving,  what  Conflancy,  what  Fortitude 
“  there  is  in  my  Soul ;  and  how  far  the  Divine  Authority,  and 
t(  the  Remembrance  of  my  own  Prayers  and  Reiolutions,  will 
*'  weigh  with  me,  when  it  comes  to  a  Trial.'” 

17.  (6.)  As  for  Dependance  on  Divine  Grace  and  Inf  uence  ; 
It  muf!  be  univerfal :  And  fmee  we  always  need  it,  we  mu  ft 
never  forget  that  Neceflity.  A  Moment  (pent  in  humble  fer¬ 
vent  Breathings  after  the  Communications  of  the  Divine  Aflift- 

ance 
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aiKe  may  do  more  Good,  than  many  Minutes  fnern 
Reafonings  :  And  tho’  indeed  this  fhould  not  be  nededed  T 
he  Light  of  Reafon  is  a  Kind  of  Divine  IllnminatSf  ye’t  ‘ft  ,1 
n  ought  to  be  purfued  m  a  due  Senfe  of  our  Dependance  on  fhe 
Father  of  Lights or  where  w e  think  curfehes  nisifefl,  W£  may  £ 

rZ  7™*  °uT7sTr- ic)  Let  us 

T  ah’  anl^  lSy>  ^or  ^nftance,  when  we  are  goino  to  prav 
„  Lord>  fixmy  Attention!  Awaken  my  holy  AiFedionsL-h’ 
tour  out  upon  me,  the  Spirit  of  Grace  and  of  Supplication  /”  fd' 
T.'T  »k,„g  „p[he  Bible,  „lb„  /ood  "fff  » 

l.‘T',  f'ff, 1  “e>b ’“  ■“>»*«<  n„g,„,  ,/  C 

*•  H  ’  i  tl  EnIlShten  mlne  Undemanding  !  Warm  mv 

«  Co"rfe  ofmv  LT80^  Ref°]uti™s  be  con£rLd,  and  a„  J 
*  ^  r  1  0f  Llfe  ln  a  proper  Manner  regulated  f”  When 
addreffingourfeives  to  any  worldly  Bufineft8  “  Lord ,  prefer 

„  !c1,u  the  Work°f  mue  Hands  upon  me,  (f)  and  give  thv  Blef- 
„  ‘!?^to  “y.honeft  Endeavours  !”  When  going  to  any  Kind 
„  f  Recreation,  “  Lord,  bJefs  my  Refrefhmems  !  Let  me  not 
forget  thee  in  them,  but  Hill  keep  thy  Glory  in  View  i» 

"  COm,nS  ln'°  Company,  “  Lord,  may  I  do,  and  get  Good  r 
Let  no  corrupt  Communication  proceed  out  of  my  Mouth ,  but  that 

„  li,s  g00d7  PTtf e^”s’ ,hat  *  may  c—  « 

tt  ihf  hcarer s  ■'  (z)  When  entering  upon  Difficulties,  “  Lord 
give  me  tv  at  14  if  dam,  which  it  prof  table  to  direct  /  fh  )  Teach 
“  me  thy  Way ,  and  lead  me  in  a  plain  Path  /”  (i)  When  en 
countering  with  Temptations,  “  Let  thy  Strength,  Oh  gra- 
cious  redeemer,  he  made  perfehl  in  my  Weaknefs  /”  (k)  Thefe 
Inilances  may  iliuflrate  the  Dtiign  of  this  Direction,  tho’  they 

be  far  from  a  compleat  Enumeration  of  all  the  Circumftances  in 
which  it  is  to  be  regarded. 

§.  1 8.  (7.)  For  the  Government  of  our  Thoughts  in  Solitude  : 
Let  us  accuftom  curfeives,  on  all  Occafions,  to  exercife  a  due 
Command  over  our  Thoughts.  Let  us  take  Care  of  thofe  En¬ 
tanglements  of  Paflion,  and  thofe  Attachments  toanv  prefent  In- 
tereft  and  View,  which  would  deprive  us  of  our  Power  over 
them.  Let  us  fet  before  us  fome  profitable  Subjed  of  Thought  - 
Such  as,  the  Perfedions  of  the  Blelfed  God,  the  Love  of  Cbnft, 
the  Value  of  Time,  the  Certainty  and  Importance  of  Death  and 
Judgment,  and  of  the  Eternity  of  Happinefs  or  Mifery  which 
is  to  follow.  Let  us  allb  at  fuch  Intervals  refled,  on  what  we 

(c)  Rom.  i.  21,  22.  (d)  Xech.  xii.  io.  f e  1  Pfal  cxix 

l8-  ,<f)  Pfa,:  xc-  >7-  fe)  W.  29.  fh)  Ecdef.  x.'ioi 
(1)  Pfal.  xxvu.  11.  {kj  2  Cor.  xii.  9. 
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have  obferved  as  to  the  State  of  our  own  Souls  with  Regard  to 
the  Advance  or  Decline  of  Religion  ;  or  on  the  lad  Sermon  we 
have  heard  or  the  laft  Portion  of  Scripture  we  have  read.  You 
may  perhaps,  in  this  Conne&ion,  Sir,  recoiled  what  I  have /if 

I  remember  right,)  propofed  to  you  in 

mipht  be  very  ufeful  to  feted  fome  one  Verfe  of  Scripture, 
which  we  had  met  with  in  the  Morning,  and  to  treafure  it  up  in 
our  Mind,  refolving  to  think  of  that  at  any  Time  when  we  are 
at  a  Lofs  for  Matter  of  pious  Refledion,  m  any  Intervals  of 
Leifure  for  entring  upon  it.  This  will  often  be  as  a  spring, 
from  whence  many  profuabieand  delightful  T houghts  may  arife, 
which  perhaps  vve  did  not  before  fee  in  that  Connexion  and 
Force.  Or  if  it  (hould  not  be  fo,yet  I  am  perfuaded,  it  will  be 
much  better  to  repeat  the  fame  Scripture  in  our  Mind  an  hundred 
Times  in  a  Day,  with  fome  pious  Ejaculation  formed  upon  ir, 
than  to  leave  our  Thoughts  at  the  Mercy  of  allthofe  various  Tri¬ 
fles  which  may  otherwife  intrude  upon  us;  the  Variety  of  which 
will  be  far  from  making  Amends  for  their  Vanity. 

§,  19.  (8.)  Lastly,  For  the  Government  of  our  Difcour/ein 
Company  :  We  (hould  take  great  Care,  that  nothing  may  efcape 
us,  which  can  expofe  us,  or  our  Chriftian  Profellion,  to  Ceniure 
and  Reproach  :  Nothing  injurious  to  thofe  that  are  abfent,  or 
to  thofe  that  are  prefent  ;  nothing  malignant,  nothing  iniincere  ; 
nothing  which  may  corrupt,  nothing  which  may  provoke,  no¬ 
thing  which  may  miflead  thofe  about  us.  Nor  (hould  ^  we,  by 
any  means,  be  content,  that  what  we  fay  is  innocent  :  it  (hould 
be  our  Defire,  that  it  may  be  edifying,  to  ourfelves  and  others. 
In  this  View,  we  (hould  endeavour  to  have  fame  Subjed  of  ufe¬ 
ful  Difcourfe  always  ready  ;  in  which  we  may  be  aMed  by  the 
Flints  given,  about  Furniture  for  Thought,  under  the  former 
Head.  We  (hould  watch  for  decent  Opportunitiesof  introducing 
ufeful  Refledions  ;  and  if  a  pious  Friend  attempt  to  do  it,  we 
(hould  endeavour  to  fecond  it  immediately.  When  the  Conver- 
fation  does  not  turn  diredly  on  Religious  Subjeds,we  (hould  en¬ 
deavour  to  make  it  improving  fome  other  Way  :  We  (hould  re¬ 
ded  on  the  Charader  and  Capacities  of  our  Company,  that  we 
may  lead  them  to  talk  of  what  they  undcr&and  bed  ;  for  their 
Difcourfes  on  thofe  Subjeds  will  probably  be  mod  pleading  to 
ihemfelves,  as  well  as  molt  ufeful  to  us.  And  in  Paufes  of  Dif¬ 
courfe,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  lift  up  an  holy  Ejaculation fo 
Gou,  that  his  Grace  may  affift  us  and  our  Friends  in  our  En¬ 
deavours  to  do  Good  to  each  other  ;  that  all  vve  fay,  and  do, 
may  be  worthy  the  Charader  of  reafonable  Creatures  and  of 
Chriftians,  §•  2°* 


tcS 
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P«y>  which  I  fillT  here  Mention" te  *  t't0113  Cf-%  of  thi 

and  let  us  liedo^n  on  our  Beds  t'*?  r  We!1  perfo'^ 

pole  a  Method  fomethm™  differ**”  f*  f‘vem’’S>  1  would  pro 
bnt  AIU  as  then,  ^ 

may  make  unthought  of  Alters, n  Circumftances,  whid 

vife  to  read  a  Portion  of  SV  p[°Per-  1  fhou,d.  Sir,  ad- 

Reflexions,  and  Prayer  as  above  ^  PIaCe’ with  fuitaWe 

Walm:  After  this  Center  on  Z  F  “  3 

by  a  longer  Prayer  than fw  , f-  ^’nat)on.  »  be  followed 
formed  on  this  Review  of  te  it  ReadinS-  b* 

throne  of  Grace  it  will  be  h‘  m  *n  1 1,s  ^ddrefs  to  the 

would  pardon  the  Omiffions  and  Offences’cMhe"'^ G°D 
him  forMercies  TemcoraUn^  c  •  •  ,  °*  the  >  to  praife 

to  his  Pro  ted  ion  for  the^enf  *  t0  recomniend  ourfelves 

for  others,  whom  we  5  proper  PetItion= 

and  particularly,  for  thofe  Friends  ** \u  °.Ur  Hearts  before  him  ; 
or  correfponded;  m  t!4  precede  n  WlT  WehaVe  COnV£rfed 
Will  occur,  both  in  Morning  nJany  other.  Concerns 

not  here  hinted  at  *  but  Jr frl  VeiiiI7  &  Grayer,  which  I  have 

iteration  of  thebe  Thim «  hi  ^  apprehend>  that  a  full  Enu- 
fent  Purpof^  g  belonSed-  by  Means,  to  our  pre- 

.O  L“i  y“°“JStVlh  Hc'd-  1  r«  '*ks  .he  Libe„, 

And  this  Branch  of  it  is  foeafv.  ,]P  f  .  ‘CW  W  ords  UP0I!  1C- 
Queftions  before  us  anv  Perfnn  ’  r  2  W^en  we  *lave  proper 

may  hope  to  go  through  it  with  af  3  cotninon  Undemanding 
fing.  1  offeree!  £ W  ^  a  Divine  Blef- 

you  will  vvith^fuch  Altp.pt’  ^  onv,r,S  Queries,  which  I  hope 
near  yoH  for  daily  IJ/e,  kre<Judi.te>  keeP 

..  wf;e  the  A  W;  na  gratefu!  Senfe  of  his  Goodnefs  T  How 

::  ™  ?  !Z?y  idSf -  for  ieSS^of'S : Ky^SSj”  i 

“  or  Practical  Piecer  which  I'm^hbaft’^  “"j011'"  Dev°tiona! 

“  view  ?  Did  it  do  my  He  art  2oo<Tnr1  COt\VeD,entI>’ r~* 

«<  How  have  the  nrl-  a  h  j  it  °r  *”as  ita  mere  Amufemerit  ? 

,f  ,  ^ovv  have  the  othcry?W  Dcvoiions  of  the  Day  been  at 

tended,  whether  m  the  Family,  or  in  Publick  ?  Have  I 

parfas^ 
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4t  purfued  the  common  Bufinefs  of  this  Day  with  Diligence,  and 
4<  Spirituality  ;  doing  every  Thing  in  Seafon*  and  with  all  con- 
«  venient  DHpatch,  and  as  unto  the  Lord  (\)  t  What  lime 
have  I  loft  this  Day,  in  the  Morning,  or  the  Forenoon,  in  the 
«  Afternoon,  or  the  Evening  5”  (  for  thefe  Divifions  will  afl'ift 

your  Recolleflion)  and  what  lias  occafioned  the  Lofs  of  it  ? 

<<  With  what  Temper,  and  under  what  Regulations,  have  the 
“  Recreations  of  this  Day  been  purfued  ?  Have  I  feen  the  Hand 
«<  of  GOD  in  my  Mercies ,  Health,  Chearfulnefs,  Food,  Clothings 
<s  Books,  Prefervation  in  Journies,  Succefs  of  Bufinefs,  Conver- 
“  fation  and  Kindnefs  of  Friends,  Sec  ?  Have  I  feen  it  in  Jfl - 
“  fliBions ,  and  particularly  in  little  Things  which  had  a  Ten- 
**  dency  to  vex  and  difquiet  me  ?  And  with  Regard  to  this 
««  Interpofition,  have  I  received  my  Comforts  thankfully,  and 
««  my  Afftidlions  fubmiftively  ?  How  have  I  guarded  againft  the 
“  1 Temptations  of  the  Day,  particularly  againft  this  or  that  Temp- 
“  tation,  which  I  forefaw  in  the  Morning  ?  Have  I  maintained 
“  an  humble  Dependance  on  Divine  Influences  ?  Have  I  lived 
“  by  Faith  in  the  Son  of  GOD,  (m)  and  regarded  Christ  this 
“  Day,  as  my  Teacher  and  Governour,  my  Atonement  and  In- 
terceflor,  my  Example  and  Guardian,  my  Strength  and  Fore- 
*(  runner?  Have  I  been  looking  forward  to  Death  and  Eternity 
“  this  Day,  and  considered  myfelf  as  a  Probationer  for  Heaven, 
“  and  through  Grace  an  Expedlant  of  it  ?  EJave  I  governed  my 
*k  Thoughts  well,  efpecially  in  fuch  or  fueh  an  Interval  of  Soli- 
“  tude  ?  Flow  was  my  Subjed  of  thought  this  Day  cbofen,  and 
how  was  it  regarded  ?  Have  I  governed  my  difeourfes  well,  in 
fuch  and  fuch  Company  ?  Did  I  fay  nothing  paffionate,  mif- 
“  chievous,  flanderous,  imprudent,  impertinent?  Has  my  Heart 
“  this  Day  been  full  of  Love  to  God,  and  to  all  Mankind  ; 
“  and  have  I  fought,  and  found,  and  improved  Opportunities 
“  of  doing,  and  of  getting  Good  ? — With  what  Attention  and 
6(  Improvement  have  I  read  the  Scripture  this  Evening  ?  How 
“  was  Self-Examination  performed  the  laft  Night ;  and  how  have 
“  I  profited  this  Day  by  any  Remarks  I  then  made  on  former 
*(  Negligences  and  Mistakes  ?  Wit h  what  Temper  did  I  then 
4(  lie dovun,  and  compofe  myfelf  to  Sleep  ?” 

23.  You  will  eafily  fee,  Sir ,  that  thefe  Queftions  are  fo 
adjufled,  as  to  be  an  Abridgment  of  the  molt  material  Advices 
I  have  given  in  this  Letter  ;  and  I  believe  I  need  not,  to  a  Per- 
fon  of  your  Underfianding,  fay  any  Thing  as  to  the  Ufefulnefs 
of  fuch  Enquiries.  Confcicnce  will  anfwer  them  in  a  few  Mi¬ 
nutes  ; 

(1)  Col.  iii.  23.  (m)  Gal.  ii.  20. 
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mites  ;  but  if  you  think  them  too  large  and  particular  v 
make  a  ftill  Ihorter  Abflraa  for  daily  Ufe  l!  ’  y°U  m ^ 

rh  fb  °bvious  Alterations  a^H  tin t 

<ons  of  more  than  ordinary  Exadhiefs  in  Review  which  I  h**' 
Will  occur  at  leak  once  a  Week  n  -  ;  u  •  1  ^°pe 

performed,  before  Drowfinefs  render  us  unfit  for  it^the  T^r 
between  that  and  our  eoirp-  to  n  ,  0  r/  the  ^nterv’al 

Rules  mentioned  ul  fnrt  H  7  conducted  by  the 

then  remain  to  be  c01LerId here But  "  ^  ,ar‘ 

and  compose  Urlefve'stTC’  T  ^  ™  ^ 

Me.  to  think  of  th 7d W 1^7  ****  ^ 

«*•  Mr 1  “ of  ” » h"  -t5*c£v®z 

« 't  Pr°;  m““.  « Ei™s 

"S rr "rr 

to  hope  for  refreftir  g  S  eln  A  RPf  n  !e3VCS  “S  “7  Roon> 
merely  as  an  Indulgence  to  AriL  Z^  L°  **  f°Bght’  n0t 
vnfe  Creator  m  order  to  keep  us  humble  in  the  midll  of  fo  many 

tl  Pu“hisaSebeen  pUaf\di°  make  nec‘f‘"y  <o  our  being  able 
puiiue  his  bervice  with  renewed  Alacrity  Thus  r^v  onr 

Eeepmg,  as  well  as  our  waking  Hours,  be  in  Le  Senfe  demed 

,  ’  nAnd  wtlen  we  ape  juft  going  to  refign  ourfelves  to  the 

f/TT/tf/7  ’  t0.  at,r°ne  ?{ the  Ancients,  beautifully  calls 

of  tb ft  “r3-  eV'de,ntly  ProPer>  t0  thillk  ferioully 

tha,  End  of  a.!  the  Living,  and  to  renew  thofe  Aftings  of 

Repentance  and  Fa, th,  which  we  (hould  judge  receffary'  if  we 

vvere  to  wake  no  more  here.  You  have  once,  fe/n’  ‘  Me- 

■ fnrfr  W T  “7  Hand  :  1  will  tranfcribe  it  for  you 

m  the  PcJljcuft  ;  and  therefore  lhall  add  no  more  to  this  H^ad 
but  here  put  a  Clofe  to  the  Dircflions  you  defined  ’ 

p  2^’  1  AM  F®rtuaded,  the  moll  important  of  them  have,  In 
oim  or  another  been  long  regarded  by  you,  and  made 
governing  Max, ms  of  your  Life.  I  fhail  greatly  rejoice  if  the 
Review  of  theie,  and  the  Examination  and  Trial  of  the  red 
may  be  a  Wans  of  leading  you  into  more  intimate  Communion 
with  Coo,  and  ,o  of  rendering  your  Life  more  pleafant  and  ufe- 
ful,  aud  your  Eternity,  whenever  that  is  to  commence,  more 

7  fin0,M  h,7l*  "V  Human  Crca:ure  uFon  Earth,  whom 
I  ftou.d  not  delight  to  ferve  m  tbefe  important  Interells  ;  but  I 

can  faithfully  allure  you,  that  I  am,  with  particular  Relrett, 

Dear  in-,  \  cur  very  aftefiionatc  Friend  and  Servant 


_ 


mm. 


■ — mm - - - 


Ch.  19.  A  View  of  Death  at  the  Clofe  of  the  Day .  16't 

§.  26.  This,  Reader,  with  the  Alteration  of  a  very  few 
Words,  is  the  Letter  I  wrote  to  a  worthy  Friend,  (now  I  doubt 
rot  with  God,)  about  Sixteen  Tears  ago  :  And  I  can  affuredly 
fay,  that  the  Experience  of  each  of  thefe  Years  has  confirmed 
me  in  thefe  Views,  and  eflablifhed  me  in  the  Perfuafion,  “  that 
“  one  Day  thus  fpent  is  preferable  to  whole  Years  of  Senfuality, 
“  arid  the  Negledt  of  Religion.”  I  chofe  to  infert  the  Letter 
as  it  is,  becaufe  I  thought  the  Freedom  and  Particularity  of  the 
Advice  I  had  given  in  it,  would  appear  mod  natural  in  its  ori¬ 
ginal  Form  :  And  as  I  propofe  to  inforce  thefe  Advices  in  the 
next  Chapter,  I  fhall  conclude  this  with  that  Meditation ,  which 
I  promifed  my  Friend  as  a  Pcffcript  ;  and  which  I  could 
wifh  you,  to  make  fo  familiar  to  yourfelf,  as  that  you  might  be 
able  to  recoiled  the  Subftance  of  it,  whenever  you  compofe 
yourfelf  to  Sleep. 

V  ' 

A  ferious  View  of  Death,  proper  to  he  taken  as  we  lie  down 

on  our  Beds;  » 

<c  my  Soul,  look  forward  a  little  with  Serioufnefs  and 

“  Attention,  and  learn  Wifdom  by  the  Confederation  'of  thy 

“  latier  End.  (n)  Another  of  thy  mortal  Days  is  now  num- 
“  bered  and  finifhed  }  And  as  I  have  put  off  my  Clothes,  and 
“  laid  myfelf  upon  my  Bed,  for  the  Repofe  of  the  Night  ;  fo 
“  will  the  Day  of  Life  quickly  come  to  its  Period,  fo  muft  the 
“  Body  itfelf  be  put  off,  and  laid  to  its  Repofe  in  a  Bed  of  Duff. 
“  There  let  it  reft  ;  for  it  will  be  no  more  regarded  by  roe* 
“  than  the  Clothes  which  I  have  now  laid  afide.  I  have  ana- 
“  ther  far  more  important  Concern  to  attend.  Think,  Oh 
“  my  Soul,  when  Death  comes,  thou  art  to  enter  upon  the  Eter - 
“  nal  World ,  and  to  be  fixed  either  in  Heaven  or  in  Hell.  All 
“  the  Schemes  and  Cares,  the  Hopes  and  Fears,  the  Pleafures 
“  and  Sorrows  of  Life,  will  come  to  their  Period,  and  the 
“  World  of  Spirits  will  open  upon  thee.  And  Oh,  how  food 
S(  may  it  open  !  Perhaps  before  the  returning  Sun  bring  on  the 
“  Light  of  another  Day.  To  Morrow’s  Sun  may  not  en- 
*'  lighten  mine  Eyes,  but  only  fhine  round  a  fenfelefs  Corpfe9 
which  may  lie  in  the  Place  of  this  animated  Body.  At  leail 
<c  the  Death  or  many  in  the  Mower  of  their  Age,  and  many 
6  who  were  fuperior  to  me  in  Capacity,  Piety,  and  the 
Frolpedts  of  Ufefulnefs,  may  loudly  warn  me  not  to  depend 

l  W  Deut.  xxxii.  29. 
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A  Ftew  of  Death  at  the  Clojt  of  tht  Day.  Ch.  in' 

on  a  long  Life,  and  engage  me  rather  to  wonder  that  I  am 
continued  here  fo  many  Years,  than  to  be  furprized  if  I  am 
lpeeddy  removed.  r  am 

‘‘  And  now  Oh  my  Soul,  anfwer  asin  the  Sight  of  God  • 
Art  thou  ready  ?  Art  thou  ready  ?  h  there  no  Sin  unforfaken’ 
and  fo  unrepented  of,  to  fill  me  with  Anguilh  in  my  depart’ 
mg  Moments,  and  to  make  me  tremble  on  the  Brink  of 
Eternity?  Dread  to  remain  under  the  Guilt  of  it,  and  this 
Moment  renew  thy  moft  earned  Applications  to  the  Mercy 

fron?  i°’  B1°0d  °f  3  Redtemer>  for  Deliverance 

*/.  !fe  Sreat  A,ccount  be  already  adjufted,  if  thou 
haft  cordially  repented  of  thy  numerous  Offences,  if  thou 
haft  fincerely  committed  thyfelf  by  Faith  into  the  Hands  of 
.e,  e.“ed  JESUS>  and  haft  not  renounced  thy  Covenant 
with  him  by  returning  to  the  allowed  Brattice  of  Sin  then 
fart  not  at  the  Thoughts  of  a  Separation  :  It  is  not  in  the 
Power  of  Death  to  hurt  a  Soul  devoted  to  God,  and  united 
to  the  great  Redeemer.  It  may  take  me  from  my  worldly 
Comforts  ;  it  may  difconcert  and  break  my  Schemes  for 
Service  on  Earth  :  But,  Oh  my  Soul,  diviner  Entertain- 
ments,  and  nobler  Services  wait  thee  beyond  the  Grave 
For  ever  bleffed  be  the  Name  of  God  and  the  Love  o*f 
Jesus  for  thefe  quieting,  encouraging,  joyful  Views  !  I  will 
now  lay  me  do~jjn  in  Peace,  and  feep,  (o)  free  from  the  Fears 
of  what  (hall  be  the  Iflue  of  this  Night,  whether  Life  or 
Death  may  be  appointed  for  me.  Father,  into  thine  Hand  1 
commend  my  Spirit  ;  (p)  for  thou  haft  redeemed  me.  Oh  GOD 
of  Truth,  (q)  and  therefore  I  can  chearfully  refer  it  to 

thy  Choice,  whether  I  fhall  wake,  in  this  World,  or  ano¬ 
ther.” 


(o)  Pfal.  iv.  8.  (p)  Luke  xxiii.  46.  (q)  Pfal.  xxxi.  5. 
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C  H  A  P.  XX. 


A  ferious  Perfuafive  to  Rich  a  Method 
of  fpending  our  Days,  as  is  repre- 
fcnted  in  the  former  Chapter. 

Chridians  fix  their  Views  too  low,  and  indulge  too  indolent  a  Difpo- 
fition ,  which  makes  it  ?nore  neceffary  to  urge  fuch  a  Life ,  as  that 
under  Confederation.  §.  1,2.  It  is  therefore  in  forced,  (1.) 
From  its  being  apparently  Re  a  finable,  confideri’ng  ourfielv.es  as 
the  Creatures  ofi  GOD ,  and  as  redeemed  by  the  Blood  of  Chrift, 
§.  3.  (2.)  From  its  evident  Tendency  to  conduce  to  our  Com¬ 
fort  in  Life.  §.  4.  ( 3  )  From  the  Influence  it  will  have  to 

promote  our  Ufiefulnefis  to  others.  §.5.  (fi-)  From  its  Ef¬ 
ficacy  to  make  Afflictions  lighter.  §.  6.  ( y)  From  its  happy 

Afpeti  en  Death  :  §.  7.  And ,  f  6.)  On  Eternity .  §.  8. 

Whereas  not  to  define  Improvement  would  argue  a  Soul  dflitute 
of  Religion.  §.  9.  A  Prayer  fiuited  to  the  State  of  a  Soul, 
who  longs  to  attain  the  Life  recommended  above. 

§,  1.  T  HAVE  been  aligning,  in  the  preceding  Chapter,, 
Jh  what  I  fear  will  feem  to  fome  of  my  Readers  fo  hard 
a  Talk,  that  they  will  want  Courage  to  attempt  it  ;  and  it  is  in¬ 
deed  a  Life  in  many  Refpedts  fo  far  above  that  of  the  Genera¬ 
lity  of  Chriftians,  that  I  am  not  without  Apprehenfions,  that 
many,  who  deferve  the  Name,  may  think  the  Directions,  after 
ail  the  Precautions  with  which  I  have  propofed  them,  are  car¬ 
ried  to  an  urmeceilary  Degree  of  Nicety  and  Stri&nefs.  But  .1 
am  perfuaded,  much  of  the  Credit  and  Comfort  of  Chriftianity 
is  loft,  in  Confequence  of  its  Profefiors  fixing  their  Aims  too 
low,  and  not  conceiving  of  their  high  and  holy  Calling  in  fo  ele¬ 
vated  and  iubiime  a  View,  as  the  Nature  of  Religion  would 
require,  and  the  Word  of  God  would  direct.  I  am  fully  con¬ 
vinced,  that  the  ExprefKons  of  walking  with  GOD ,  of  being  in 
the  Lear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long ,  (a)  and  above  all,  that  of 
loving  the  Lord  our  GOD  with  all  our  Heart ,  and  Soul ,  and  AIindt 
and  Strength ,  (b)  mult  require,  if  not  all  thefe  Circumftances, 

.  M  2  yet 

(fi  Prov.  acxiii.  17.  (bj  Mark  xii.  30. 


lhe  K**J«uMmfs  of  fUch  a  Life,  Ch.  zol 

£** wfc ;{■ ’SJ  j™ v,  fo 

*» u»k.  ,h,p,  ,STd 

St  rr  ""ir  c,p?r  “■ if  -w »-»« 

'-are  in  the  Government  of  themfelves  •  if  rh^v  a  •  UC 
vain  and  unneceffary  Diverfions,  and  certain  Indulgence* §  which 
only  fuit  and  delight  the  lower  Part  of  our  Nature  Ldfto’fav  hJ 
beftofthem, deprive  us  of  Pleafuresmuch  better  than  themfelves 
it  they  do  not  plunge  us  into  Guilt.  Many  of  thefe  Rules  would’ 
appear  eaiily  pradicable,  if  Men  would  learn  to  know  theTalu, 

£w  h"^’  Paitlcu!ariy  to  redeem  it  from  unneceffary  Sleep 
which  waftes  many  golden  Hours  of  the  Day  :  Hours  in  which 
niany  of  God’s  Servants  are  delighting  themfelves  in  h  m  and 
Jinking  in  full  Draughts  of  the*  Wlr  of  Life  ;  while ’thefe 
their  Brethren  are  numbering  upon  their  Beds,  and  loft  in  vain 
reams,  as  far  below  the  common  Entertainments  ofa  Rational 
Creature,  as  the  Pleafures  of  the  fublimeft  Devotion  are  above 

$•  2. 1  know  like  wife,  that  the  Mind  is  very  fickle  and  incon 
ftant ;  and  that  it  is  a  hard  Thing  to  preferve^uch  a  Govern-’ 
nient  and  Authority  over  our  Thoughts,  as  would  be  very  de¬ 
mur)^’  f  rh  trt  le  P,an  f have  Iaid  d°wn  will  require.  But  fo 
much  of  the  Honour  of  God,  and  fo  much  of  your  own  true 

Happinels,  depends  upon  it,  that  I  beg  you  will  give  me  a  pa¬ 
tient  and  attentive  Hearing  while  I  am  pleading  with  you  ;  and 

that  you  will  fenoufly  examine  the  Arguments,  and  then  judge, 

vhether  a  Care  and  Condud  like  that  which  I  have  advifed,Sbe 
not  in  ltfelf  reafonable  ;  and  whether  it  will  not  be  highly 
conduce  to  your  Comfort  and  Ufefulnefs  in  Life,  your  Peace 

Glory3  h’  3nd  thC  Advancement  and  Jncreafe  of  your  Eternal 

,  f'J'ALlT  C°nfc'ence  fay.  whether  Juch  a  Life,  as  I  have 
defcribed  above  be  not  in  itfelf  highly  Readable.  Look  over 

the  Subftance  of  it  again,  and  bring  it  under  a  clofe  Examina¬ 
tion  ;  for  I  am  very  apprehenfive,  that  fome  weak  Objections 
^^rne  againft  the  whole,  which  may  in  their  Confequences 
atreCt  Particulars  againft  which  no  reafonable  Man  would  pre¬ 
fume  to  make  any  Objection  at  all.  Recoiled,  Oh  Chriftian 
and  carry  it  with  you  in  your  Memory  and  your  Heart  while 
you  are  purfuing  this  Review,  that  you  are  the  Creature  of 
God,  that  you  are  purchafed  with  the  Blood  of  Jesus:  and 
then  fay,  Whether  thefe  Relations  in  which  you  Hand,  do  not 
demand  a. I  that  Application  and  Refolution  which  I  would  en¬ 
gage 


Ch.  20 ^  from  our  Obligations  to  GOD  and  Chrifl.  l6$ 

gage  you  to.  Suppofe  all  the  Counfels  1  have  given,  reduced 
into  Practice  :  Suppofe  every  Day  begun  and  concluded  with, 
fuch  devout  Breathings  after  God,  and  fuch  holy  Retirements 
for  Morning  and  Evening  Converie  with  him  and  with  your 
own  Heart  :  Suppofe  a  daily  Care,  in  contriving  how  your 
Time  may  be  managed,  and  in  reflecting  how  it  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  :  Suppofe  this  Regard  to  God,  this  Senfe  of  his  Pre¬ 
fence,  and  Zeal  for  his  Glory,  to  run  through  your  Acts  of 
Worfliip,  your  Hours  of  Buiinefs  and  Recreation  :  Suppofe  this 
Attention  to  Providence,  this  Guard  againft  Temptations,  this 
Depcndance  upon  Divine  Influence,  this  Government  of  the 
Thoughts  in  Solitude,  and  of  the  Difcourfes  in  Company  :  Nay, 

I  will  add  farther,  fuppofe  every  particular  Direction  given, to  be 
purfued,  excepting  when  particular  Cafes  occur,  with  refpeCt  to 
which  you  fhall  be  able  in  Confcience  to  fay,  “  I  wave  it,  not 
44  from  Indolence  and  Carelefsnefs,  but  becaufe  I  thinfc  it  will 
“  juft  now  be  more  pleafing  to  God  to  bedping  iomething 
“  elfe  which  may  often  happen  in  human  Life,  where  ge¬ 
neral  Rules  are  belt  concerted  :  Suppofe,  I  fay,  all  this  to  be 
done,  not  for  a  Day,  or  a  Week,  but  through  the  Remainder  of 
Life,  whether  longer  or  fhorter ;  and  fuppofe  this  to  be  reviewed 
at  the  Clofe  of  Life,  in  the  full  Exercife  of  your  rational  Facul¬ 
ties  :  Will  there  be  reafon  to  fay  in  the  Reflection,  “  I  have 
“  taken  too  much  Pains  in  Religion  :  The  Author  of  my  Being 
“  did  not  deferve  all  this  from  me  :  Lefs  Diligence,  lefs  Fide- 
*4  lity,  lefs  Zeal  than  this,  might  have  been  an  Equivalent  for 

44  the  Blood  which  was  (hed  for  my  Redemption.  A  Part  of 
€c  my  Heart,  a  Part  of  my  Time,  a  Part  of  my  Labours,  might 
“  have  fufliced  for  him,  who  hath  given  me  all  my  Powers  ;  for 
41  him,  who  has  delivered  me  from  that  DeflruCtion,  which 

45  would  have  made  them  my  everlafting  Torment  ;  for  him, 
“  who  is  railing  me  to  the  Regions  of  a  blifsful  Immortality. 
Can  you  with  any  Face  fay  this  ?  If  you  cannot,  then  furely 
your  Confcience  bears  Witnefs,  that  all  I  have  recommended, 
under  the  Limitations  above,  is  reafonable  ;  that  Duty  and  Gra¬ 
titude  require  it ;  and  confequently,  that  by  every  allowed  Fai¬ 
lure  in  it,  you  bring  Guilt  upon  your  own  Soul,  you  offend  God, 
and  a  Cl  unworthy  your  Chriftian  Profeflion. 

§.  4.  I  intreat  you  farther  to  conflder.  Whether  fuch  a 
ConduCl  as  I  have  now  been  recommending,  would  not  conduce 
much  to  your  Comfort  and  IJfefulnefs  in  Life.  Refleft  ferioufly. 
What  is  true  Happinefs  ?  Does  it  conflft  in  Diftance  from 
God,  or  in  Nearnefs  to  him  ?  Surely  you  cannot  be  a  Chriftian, 

M  3  furely 


*65  h  will  conduce  to  your  Comfort  in  Life,  Ch.  2->.' 

Communir)Can”°K  be  3  Rati°nal  Man>  if  y°u  doubt.  Whether 
and  Fpj-  \  0  Wa^ ?reat  ^at^er  °f  our  Spirits  be  a  PJeafure 
wl  1  1CU^.  *  be,  then  furely  they  enjoy  m oft  of  it 

^  VOuTLrrmf  COn,la”tIy.inVieW-  Ycfu  cannot  but  know 
pinefs  f  Hen  on  cience>  that  >t  is  this  which  makes  the  Hap. 

PDon  £5  ,?  ’  “d  theref0re  the  more  it  any  Man  enjoy, 
If  vou  hive  . the  n,0re  of  HeaMen  comes  down  into  his  Soul. 

Months  or  Weol^r^  *  a\°l  Religion,  tho'  it  be  but  a  few 
muff  b»  fn  t  4  fmCe/0U  became  acquainted  with  it,  you 
have  bin  t?  Judf  ,0f/C  UP°!1  your  own  Experience,  which 
Pot  b»  n  ,1  rm°ft  pltafaLnt  ^  °f  >'0-  Life.  Have  they 

Princin>»e  •  tt!  C/ m-  W!”.C!1  L0U  b ave  a<f*e|l  mod  upon  thefe 
;  ’  '^'e’  !n  which  you  have  moddeadily  and  refolutely 

PanTe  of  T  T  ^  H°Ur  °f  Time>  and  every  Circum- 

®  fvLlfe  ?  Tf,e  Check,  which  you  muft  in  many  Indances 

would  rfOI?r  v,Wn  ^nci‘nat'ons.  Plight  feem  difagreeable  ;  but  it 
Sati«fafl-r£  ^  6  overi3aianced.  in  a  moil  happy  Manner,  by  the 
Sal  mon  you  would  find  in  a  Confcioufoefs  of  Self  Govern- 

and  ’  lnhavlnS  fuch  a  Command  of  your  Thoughts,  Affeflions, 
others  carThe*5  ^  mUC^  more  E^cnotis  than  any  Authority  over 

r^’ ,5*  J-  w^uld  alfo  intreat  you  to  conftder  the  Influence^ 
hich  fuch  a  Conduit  as  this  might  have  upon  the  Hatpinefs  of 

wtid  A  Vafy  t0  be  feen-  jt  muft  be  very .great  ;  as  you 
f  J ‘  .  y0lJ^  Heart  always  difpofed  to  watch  everv  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  doing  Good,  and  to  feize  it  with  Eagernefs  and  Delight. 
Jt_  wou.d  engage  you  to  make  it  the  Study  and  Bufinefs  of  your 
-Life,  to  order  i  hings  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  the  End  of  one 

ktnd  afd  nfefut  Aaim  might  be  the  Beginning  of  another  ;  in 
which  you  would  go  on  as  naturally,  as  the  inferior  Animals  do 
m  thoie  rroduftions  and  Aftions  by  which  Mankind  are  relieved 
01  inriched  ;  or  as  the  Earth  bears  her  fucceffive  Crops  of  dif- 
ierent  vegetable  Supplies.  And  though  Mankind  be,  in  this 
corrupt  State,  fo  unhappily  inclined  to  imitate  evil  Examples 
rather  than  good  ;  yet  it  may  be  expetfed,  that  while  your  Light 
jvinrs  fore  fen,,  fome  feeing  your  good  Works  will  endeavour  to 
tranicnbe  them  in  their  own  Lives,  and  feto  glorify  your  Father 
’■ntbech  ts ,»  Heaven,  (c)  The  Charm  of  fuch  beautiful  Models 
would  iurely  imprefs  fome,  and  incline  them  at  lead:  to  attempt 
an  Imitation  ;  and  every  Attempt  would  difpofe  to  another, 
-‘iii  through  toe  Divine  Gocdnefs,  you  might  be  intitled 

to  a  -hare  in  the  Praife,  and  the  Reward,  not  only'  of  the  Good 

(c)  Mat.  v.  16,  y0U 
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you  had  immediately  done  yourfelf,  but  likewife  of  that  which 
you  had  engaged  others  to  do.  And  no  Eye,  but  that  of  an 
dll  fearching  God,  can  fee,  into  what  diftant  Times  or  Places 
the  bleffed  Confequences  may  reach.  In  every  Inffancein  which 
thefe  Corffequences  appear,  it  will  put  a  generous  and  iub  ime 
Toy  into  your  Heart,  which  no  worldly  Profpcnty  could  afford, 
and  which  would  be  the  livelieft  Emblem  of  that  high  Delight 
which  the  Bleffed  God  feels,  in  feeing  and  making  his  Crea- 

tures  happy.  . 

§.  6.  It  is  true  indeed,  that,  amidfl  all  thefe  pious  and  bene¬ 
volent  Cares,  Afliftions  may  come,  and  in  (ome  Meaiure  interrupt 
you  in  the  midA  of  your  projected  Schemes.  But  iurely  thefe 
Jljfliftions  will  ft  much  lighter ,  when  your  Heart  is  gladdened 
with  the  peaceful  and  joyful  Reflection  of  your  own  Mind,  and 
with  fo  honourable  a  Teftimony  of  Conlcience  before  God  and 
Man.  Delightful  will  it  be,  to  go  back  to  paft  Scenes  in  your 
pleafing  Review,  and  to  think,  that  you  have  not  only  been  fin- 
cereiy  humbling  yourfelf  for  thofe  pail  Offences,  which  Afflicti¬ 
ons  may  bring  to  your  Remembrance  ;  but  that  you  have  given 
fubftantial  Proofs  of  the  Sincerity  of  that  Humiliation,  by  a  real 
Reformation  of  what  has  been  amifs,  and  by  acting  with  flie- 
nuous  and  vigorous  Refolution  on  the  contrary  Principle.  And 
while  Converie  with  God,  and  doing  Good  to  Men,  are  made 
the  great  Bufmefs  and  Pieafure  of  Life,  you  will  find  a  Thou- 
fand  Opportunities  of  Enjoyment  ;  even  in  the  midlt  of  thofe 
Afflictions,  which  would  render  you  fo  incapable  ot  relifhing  the 
Pleafures  ofSenfe,  that  the  very  Mention  of  them  might  in  thofe 
Circumftances  feem  an  Infuit  and  a  Reproach. 

7.  At  length,  Death  ‘will  come  :  fl  hat  folemn  and  impor¬ 
tant  Hour,  which  hath  been  paffed  through  by  fo  many  Thou- 
fands  who  have  in  the  Main  lived  fuch  a  Lire,  and  by  fo  many 
Millions  who  have  neglected  it.  And  let  Confcience  fay,  if 
there  was  ever  an^  one  of  all  thefe  Millions,  who  had  then  any 
Reafon  to  rejoice  in  that  Neglect  ;  or  any  one,  among  the  moil 
{IriCt  and  exemplary  Chrijlians ,  who  then  lamented  mat  his 
Heart  and  Life  had  been  too  zealoufly  devoted  to  God  ?  Let 
Confcience  fay,  whether  they  have  wifhed  to  have  a  Part  of  that 
Time,  which  they  have  thus  employed,  given  back  to  them 
again,  that  they  might  be  more  conformed  to  this  World ;  that 
they  might  plunge  themfelves  deeper  into  its  Amufements,  or 
purfue  its  Honours,  its  Pofieffions,  or  its  Pleafures,  with  greater 
Eagernefs  than  they  had  done  ?  If  you  were  yourfelf  dying,  and 
a  dear  Friend  or  Child  flood  near  you,  and  this  Book  and  the 

M  4  latl 


pe>a 


Such  a  Life  •will  fvj  eel  en  Jffliaions,  &c. 
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|a<l  Chapter  of  it  (hould  chance  to  come  into  m,,,  ti  , 
Vou  d  you  caution  that  Friend  or  Child  again!!  L  A  flb°U8bts’ 
Teif  by  fuch  Rules  as  I  have  advanced  f  Th n him> 
perhaps  feem  unneceffary  where  the  A  (  T1?e  Q“eition  may 

certain.  Well  then  let  me  hef  u  A  ^  13  f°  Plaln  and  <b 
live  bv  refle^inrr  '  ’  C  oefeech  you,  to  learn  how  you  /hould 

t  iSiT?: Li'zr,z‘ut’’ ind  *■  ■  c°“fe  i 

Death  (hould  furprize  vou  nn J f  aa  h \  ferlouny.  "'hat  if 
led  into  Eternity  a  an  Hw  f"dd“’  and  ?ou  fto“:d  be  cal- 

you  not  wilh,  that  your  lall:  Dal  ™armng’  would 

and  the  Cnm-Ve  \  v-  U  y  ould  have  been  thus  begun  ; 

"Would  not  the  Pal&ge  p  u  e  Th°  1 :s>and  In  *uch  Purfuits? 
molt  eafy moH  pleafan’t  in  fr^v  fr0m  Earth  aad  Heaven,  be 
on  the  ether  hand  If  f> "  i Z ,7  7d  Conneaion  ?  And 
proaches,  would  not  the  Remembrance"^' V  wh*  gradual.  AP‘ 

StisfE  “d 

ana  easier,  than  it  would  otherwife  be  ?  You  would  not 

ftoildT&^l  T  ^  ThingS:  God  forbid,  that  you 

doubt,  defire  to  throwTouSs  SfS  cZ/^’ 
wiight  appear  before  Gon,  adorned  voith  bis  Rightfo’Jn/  and 

Zti/::iy7sr ^  you  would  & 

dywg  Breath  afcribe  to  the  Riches  of  his  Grace  every  good  Dif 
pofnion  you  had  found  in  your  Heart,  and  every  worthy  Adion 
you  had  been  enabled  to  perform.  But  would  it  not  give  you 

WoS  toreXft  rhftAei^  Pu[chafed  with  Ten  Thoufand 

vai„  .  fd,  buftIf;  that  h‘‘ ,Gr/ce  befto’wed  upon. you  had  not  been  in 

fu\  Lo  J  ;  J j  y0a  h,3d’  fr0m  an  humbie  Principle  of  grate- 

SL  re  th^ni  Fa>her  m  Earth’  and  in  fonre 

//,,  Wii;/,h,the  Perfea‘°n  you  could  defire,  finfed 
\  .  P>orck  whth  hi  had  given  you  to  do  :  (e)  That  you  had  been 

S3  i  ”  r?h.”itL°.”  “d  Lifc  “  "*  T™r.. 

§.  8.  And  once  more,  Let  me  intfeat  you  to  reflefl  on  the 
7W  you  will  have  of  this  Matter,  when  you  com  into  a  IVorld 
■f  ory,\  (w  j  tell  I  hope  will  be  the  happy  Cafe)  Divine 

SeydCb°:  vt  y°C  thitherVd  M:in  n0tp0Ur  inception  tb?re  be 
*  d  by  your  Care*  or  Negligence,  in  this  holy  Courfe  ? 

['■>)  i  Cor.  xv,  io,  (e)  John  xvii,  4,  -  * 
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Will  it  appear  an  indifferent  Thing  in  the  Eye  of  the  Blefled 
Jcfus,  who  diftributes  the  Crowns,  and  allots  the  Thrones  there, 
whether  you  have  been  among  the  tnojl  zealous,  ox  the  mojl  indo¬ 
lent  of  his  Servants  ?  Surely  you  mu  ft  wifti,  to  have  an  Entrance 
admin: fired  unto  you  abundantly ,  into  the  Kingdom  of  your  Lord  and 
Saviour  :  (f)  And  what  can  more  certainly  conduce  to  it,  than 
to  be  always  abounding  in  his  Work  ?  (gj  You  cannot  think  fo 
meanly  of  that  glorious  State,  as  to  imagine,  that  you  fhall 
there  look  round  about  with  a  fecrct  Difappointment,  and  fay 
in  your  Heart,  that  you  overvalued  the  Inheritance  you  have  re¬ 
ceived,  andpurfued  it  with  too  much  Earneftnels.  You  will  not 
furely  complain,  that  it  had  too  many  of  your  Thoughts  and 
Cares  :  But  on  the  contrary,  you  have  thehigheft  Reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  if  any  Thing  were  capable  of  exciting  your  Indigna¬ 
tion  and  your  Grief  there,  it  would  be,  that  amidft  fo  many 
Motives,  and  fo  many  Advantages,  you  exerted  yourfelf  no 
more  in  the  Profecution  of  fuch  a  Prize. 

9.  But  I  will  not  enlarge  on  fo  clear  a  Cafe,  and  there* 
fore  conclude  the  Chapter  with  reminding  you.  That  to  allow 
yourfelf  deliberately  to  lit  down  fatisfied  with  any  imperfeCl 
Attainments  in  Religion,  and  to  look  upon  a  more  confirmed  and 
improved  State  of  it  as  what  you  do  not  defire,  may,  as  what 
you  fecretly  refolve  that  you  will  not  purfue,  is  one  of  the  moll 
fatal  Signs  we  can  well  imagine,  that  you  are  an  entire  Stranger 
to  the  firft  Principles  of  it. 

A  Prayer  fuited  to  the  State  of  a  Sou!,  who  defres  to  attain  the 
*  Life  recommended  above. 

44  "DRESSED  GOD,  I  cannot  contradict  the  Force  of 
44  IJ  thefe  Reafonings  :  Oh  that  I  might  feel  more  than 
44  ever  the  lafting  EfFeCls  of  them  !  Thou  art  the  great  Fountain. 
4i  of  Being,  and  of  Happinefs  ;  and  as  from  thee  my  Being  was 
“  derived,  fo  from  thee  my  Happinefs  diredlly  flows  ;  and  the 
t(  nearer  I  am  to  thee,  the  purer  and  the  more  delicious  is  the 
46  Stream.  With  thee  is  the  Fountain  of  Life  ;  in  thy  Light 
*■  may  I  fee  Light  !  (h^)  The  great  Objedl  of  my  final  Hope 
41  is  to  dwell  for  ever  with  thee.  Give  me  now  fome  Foretafte 
“  of  that  Delight  !  Give  me,  I  befeech  thee,  to  experience  the 
if'  Blejfednefs  of  that  Man ,  who  feareth  the  Lord ,  and  who  delight • 
€S  eth  greatly  in  his  Commandments  ;  (i)  and  fo  form  my  Heart 

by 

(f)  2  Pet.  i.  11.  (g)  1  Cor  xv.  58.  (h)  Pfal.  xxxvi.  9. 

(i J  Pfal.  cxii.  I.  -  - 
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* 7V0,<r  *'  State  of  a  Soul,  Qb.  zo. 

&X?%r,!°ari'  ,1 

■•  l7uZ“lSk  lZ‘7rIt‘th,htdk‘af  ■  -w* 

"  OJ  Lord,  tL  Li^h/tU  a,  ,  PemDS  EyeS’  &f*  u?> 

“  my  Faculties  are  roufed  0} .  When 

“  they  Jay,  while  buried  and  a  v  ^  ^ro‘^e.n  Sta£e>  in  which 

;;  may  firrft  Aaions  be  confecrateTto  tW^Gcd 

^7  tbee'  with  a  filial  Reverence^ Freedom 'and  fi' d l‘fdf°U\ 
And  may  I  hearken  to  mn  .r  /  r  and  Endearment  ? 

«»,„  *»,  /  May  tb v  /T  T’  /  de[,re  that  “e  111011111  -We* 
Mav  lv  !Vi?  be  read  with  Attention  and  Pleafure  F 

S,  sy„t  ~  “i  o/ a„d  tTi 

»»ed  brh,ere„’M„i„rc^a,t:iv “■ 

of  that  Bhjfeil  Spirit  of  thine  ^hofe"!  fi0™  1“m  '  'vV;'''/ 

«  of  my  Soul  J  ’  10‘e  Influences  are  the  Life 

the^lMd6  W/  /LPif^A  and°iv0U/ L/rdi ^  hy 

ClUi/Z\2hZdn  th°“  haft  been  mafl 

„  C of  r-  ’  fT'7  theLord!  (o)  May  I  know  the  Va- 
«  f ^f^me’and.aIvva>'simProveittothe  bell  Advantage 

«  ^ay'fefm^or  L  °“  me;  how  low  foever  they’ 

«  ri«  ru!’r°  PW  Painfljl  iQever  they  may  be  !  To  thy 

„  ,G  t,  y’r?h  Lord’  meay  the  Labour£  of  Life  be  purfued  •  and 
4t  ,°  hy  Glory  ma7  the  Refrefhments  of  it  be  fought  <  Whether 

“  kept  in  View  ’and  7  ^  •  (P)  D,ay  tbat  End  11111  he 

kept  in  View  and  may  it  be  attained  !  And  may  every  Re 

freihment,  and  Releale  from  Bufinefs,  prepare  me  toferve  thee 
“  wtth  greater  Vigour  and  Refolution  ! 

“  May  mine  Eye  be  watchful  to  obferve  the  Defcent  of  Mer- 

7  L  t 5  3nd  may  3  Srateful  Senfo  Of  thine  Hand  fn 
them  add  a  Savour  and  a  Relifh  to  all  1  And  when  AffliSil 

come,  which  in  a  World  like  this  I  would  accufiom  myfelf 

I,  t0  exPeft,  ntay  I  remember  that  they  come  from  thee  •  and 

«  Th\  t!m.-  U  y  rreconcile  me  t0  them,  while  I  firmly  believe, 

-  that  the  lame  Love  which  gives  us  our  daily  Bread,  appoints 


fk)  Pmv.  xxiii.  g}  rfaJ  .v  6  (m)  m  ^  * 

(nj  Cor.  vii.  20.  (o)  Rom.  xn.  u.  (p)  ,  Cor.  x.  31. 


Qjj.  2 0.  who  would  attain  Juch  a  Courfe  of  Life.  ^ 7 ^ 

>■  us  our  daily  Crojfes  ;  which  I  would  learn  to  take  up,  that  I 
«  may  fold  my  dear  Lord,  (q)  with  a  Temper  like  that  which 
“  he  manifefted,  when  afcending  Calvary  for  my  Sake  ;  faying 
«  like  him,  the  Cup  which  my  Father  hath  given  me,  Jhall  1  not 
«  drink  it  ?  (r)  And  when  I  enter  into  temptation,  do  thou, 

“  Lord,  deliver  vie  from  Evil  /  (s)  Make  me  fenfible,  I  in- 
««  treat  thee,  of  my  own  Weaknefs,  that  my  Heart  may  be 
«  railed  to  thee  for  prefent  Communications  of  proportionable 
“  Strength  !  When  I  am  engaged  in  the  Society  of  others, 

“  may  it  be  my  Defire  and  my  Care,  that  I  may  do,  and  re- 
11  ceive,  as  much  Good  as  poffible  ;  and  may  I  continual  y 
«  anfwer  the  great  Purpofes  of  Life,  by  honouring  thee,  and 
t(  diifufing  ufeful  Knowledge  and  Happinels  in  the  World  ?  And 
“  when  1  am  alone,  may  I  remember  my  heavenly  Father  is  vjiib 
“  me  ;  may  I  enjoy  the  Pleafure  of  thy  Prefence,  and  feel  th  j 
**  animating  Power  of  it,  awakening  my  Soul  to  an  earneil  De- 
fire  to  think,  and  aft,  as  in  thy  Sight  ! 

“  Thus  let  my  Days  he  f  pent :  And  let  them  always  be  c!o~ 
“  fed  in  thy  Fear,  and  under  a  Senfeof  thy  gracious  Prefence  l 
“  Meet  me.  Oh  Lord,  in  mine  Evening  Retirements  l  May  I 
chufe  the  moil:  proper  Time  for  them  ;  may  I  diligently  at- 
*e  tend  to  Reading  and  Prayer  ;  and  when  I  review  my  Con- 
“  dud,  may  I  do  it  with  an  impartial  Eye  !  Let  not  Seli-lov« 
fpread  a  fa'lfe  Colouring  over  it  ;  but  may  I  judge  my f elf  \ 
as  one  that  expeds  to  be  judged  of  the  Lord and  is  very  foli- 
<<  citous  he  may  be  approved  by  thee,  who  fearcheft  all  Hearts, 
«  and  canft  not  forget  any  of  my  Works  !  (t)  Let  my  Prayer  corns 
“  daily  before  thee  as  Incenfe ,  and  let  the  lifting  up  of  tny  Hands 
««  be  as  the  Morning  and  the  Evening  Sacrifice  !  (u)  May  I 
(i  reflgn  my  Powers  to  Sleep  in  fweet  Calmnefs  and  Serenity  ; 
“  confcious  that  I  have  lived  to  God  in  the  Day,  and  chear- 
fully  perfuaded  that  I  am  accepted  of  thee  in  Chrid  Jefus  7ny 
“  Lord ,  and  humbly  hoping  in  thy  Mercy  through  him ,  whether 
“  my  Days  on  Earth  be  prolonged,  or  the  Ref  due  of  them  be 
“  cut  off  in  the  Midft  f  (x)  If  Death  comes  by  a  leifurely  Ad- 
“  vance,  may  it  find  me  thus  employed  ;  and  if  I  am  called  on 
<c  2.  fudden  to  exchange  Worlds,  may  my  lafl  Days  and  Flours 
e(  be  found  to  have  been  conduded  by  fuch  Maxims  as  thefe  ; 
i(  that  I  may  have  a  fweet  and  eafy  Pafiage  from  the  Services 
<l  of  Time  to  the  infinitely  nobler  Services  of  an  immortal 

6i  State  !  I  afk  it  through  him ,  who  while  on  Earth  was  the 

“  faireft 

(q)  Mark.  viii.  34.  (r)  John  xviii.  11.  (s)  Mat.  vi.  13. 

(t)  Amos  viii,  7.  (u)  Pfal.  cxli.  2.  (x)  Ifai.  xxxviij.  10. 


3?&  The  y,u”t  Convert  is  ecuthmd  CJ];  2| 

«  SKSES  »a  Grace,  a 

;;  :  (y)  to  him 

ble  Acknowledgment  that  /am  would  fly,  with  hui 

(y)  Heb.  vii.  25.  (2)  Iuke  xvi;<  iq 


CHAP.  XXI. 

A  Caution  againft  various  Temptati 
ons,  by  which  the  young  Conver 
may  be  drawn  afide  from  the  Court 

recommended  cibove. 

*7PZ‘Z'4rf  MD#;‘!f(rMracH  „• 

-  ftwJb  ^  Mo/eJhmer  Tfr  {'  j  ^ainJ 

(e£ive  Love  of  fenfitive  PiLfure  $  ' .  '  r  ^a,nfi  the  ex 
cf  Bvfinefs  and  needlefs  Expence  \  3\  LeaJ‘”S  to  a  Neglei 

tot,  aZhcT  T  8  j  T,Z’?  dietr  ^  W°rld’  ™ 

*”* erata-  Ip  A. 

5‘  I-  T  llfJtVK(TZr  1  W  fceen  mahing  of  the 

O .SlA.£"3  °A  “A'””, 

it  above  will  T  bnr>*»  ^  1  as  1  have  defenbed 

feme  Purpo/es,  ,,d  mag^™  ?,LpT  ^  *£ 

from  confidermg  the  Nature  and  obfervine  the  Conrfe  of  TV  “ 

SJSTfcSj  A  A  bIL  ~  ?SS 

firft  Entrance  on  a  Religious  Life  you  win  fi!'d  ^  7°U  /“  y°Dr 
have  refolutely  broken  LuSh  thi^  V^/Z^Tn 


Ch.  2i. 


again f  a  Jluggi/h  and  indolent  Temper*  *73 

any  Attempts  of  exemplary  Piety*  and  in  the  Profecution  of  a 
remarkably  drift  and  edifying  Courfe,  will  prefent  themfelves 
daily  in  your  Path.  And  whereas  you  may,  by  a  few  refolute 
Efforts,  baffle  fome  of  the  former  Sort  of  Enemies  ;  thefe  will 
be  perpetually  renewing  their  Onfets,  and  a  vigorous  Struggle 
mull  be  continually  maintained  with  them.  Give  me  Leave 
now  therefore,  to  be  particular  in  my  Cautions  againft  fome  of 
the  chief  of  them.  And  here  I  would  infill  upon  the  Difficul¬ 
ties,  which  will  arife  from  Indolence ,  and  the  Love  of  Pleafure9 
from  vain  Company ,  and  from  'worldly  Cares .  Each  of  thefe  may 
prove  infnaring  to  any, and  efpecialiy  to  young  Perlons,  to  whom 
I  would  now  have  lome  particular  Regard. 

§.  2.  I  intreat  you  therefore,  in  the  firft  Place,  that  you 
would  ouard  againft  a  Jluggi/h  and  indolent  Temper.  I  he  Love 
of  Eafe  infinuates  itfelf  into  the  Heart,  under  a  Variety  of  plau- 
fible  Pretences,  which  are  often  allowed  topafs,  when  Tempta¬ 
tions  of  a  groffer  Nature  would  not  be  admitted.  The  mijpend - 
ing  a  little  Time  feems  to  wile  and  good  Men  but  a  j mall  Mat - 
ter  ;  yet  this  fometimes  runs  them  into  great  Inconveniences. 
It  often  leads  them  to  break  in  upon  the  Seafons  regularly  al¬ 
lotted  to  Devotion,  and  to  defer  Bufinef*,  which  might  imme¬ 
diately  be  done,  but  being  put  off  from  Day  to  Day  is  not  done 
at  all  ;  and  thereby  the  Services  of  Life  are  at  leaft  diminifhed, 
and  the  Rewards  of  Eternity  diminifhed  proportionably  :  Not 
to  infill  upon  it,  that  very  frequently  this  lays  the  Soui  open  to 
farther  Temptations,  by  which  it  falls,  in  Confequence  ot  being 
found  unemployed.  Be  therefore  lufpicious  of  the  firft  Ap¬ 
proaches  of  this  Kind.  Remember,  that  the  Soul  of  Man  is  an 
a&ive  Being,  and  that  it  muft  find  its  Pleafure  in  Activity. 
Gird  up  therefore  the  Loins  of  your  Mind,  (a)  Endeavour  to  keep 
yourfelf  always  well  employed.  Be  exadl,  if  I  may  with  hum¬ 
ble  Reverence  ufe  the  Expreffion,  in  your  Appointments  with  GOD. 
Meet  him  early  in  the  Morning  ;  and  fay  not  with  the  Sluggard , 
when  the  proper  Hour  of  riling  is  come,  A  little  more  Sleep ,  a 
little  more  Slumber,  (b)  That  Time,  which  Prudence  fhall  ad- 
vife  you,  give  to  Converfation,  and  to  other  Recreations.  But 
when  that  R  elapfed,  and  no  unforefeen  and  important  Engage¬ 
ment  prefents,  rife  and  be  gone.  Quit  the  Company  of  your 
deareit  Friends,  and  retire  to  your  proper  Bufinefs ,  whether  it  be 
in  the  Field,  the  Shop,  or  the  Clofct.  For  by  a&ing  contrary 
to  the  fecret  Dilates  of  your  Mind,  as  to  what  it  is  juft  at  the 
prefent  Moment  belt  to  do,  though  it  be  but  in  the  Manner  of 
v,  %  /pending 

(a)  i  Pet.  i.  13.  (b)  Prov.  vi. 
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Cautions  againft  the  Love  of  Pleafure, 


fff  hih  T  HAUr'u°T  Degree  of  GuiIt  is  contra<ffed  an 
a  Habit  is  chenfiied,  which  may  draw  after  it  much  »  in 

lequenees  Ccnfider  therefore, what  Duties  are  to  be difpatcheo 
and  in  what  Seafons.  Form  vmr  Pior,  3  ueuupatcnec 

and  purfoe  it  refoiutely  ;  tmlcfs  any  unexpcaed'lncident^nfe” 
Which  leads  you  to  conclude  tW  r>  ,  .1  L  uenc  ari,es 

but  ,f  in  Conference  of  this,  you  are  obliged  to  omit  any  Thint 

«  poffiKCi5-WJUCh  ^  PUrp°fed  t0  have  done  to  Day.  do  f 
ti,|pf.  '  0  ■■  Ana  do  not  cut  yourfelf  out  newVork 

ull  the  former  Plan  be  difpatched  ;  unlefs  you  really  iZ  ft 

not  merely  more  amuiing,  but  more  imeort- nr  And  1  ^  1 

mem  her  rimr  ,,  c  6  ’  ‘  u  c  important,  .nnd  always  re- 

nine  O,  ’  thrfe  O  'h°‘lld  fee  toit-  that  be  b«cr- 

rime  on  thefe  Occafions,  as  »  his  Mafter's  Prefence. 

.  ? ‘p.  UARD  a lio  agamft  an  exceffive  Love  of  [enfitive  and 

“  vJ  re'  “  *bat  uhkh  'Vill  be  a  great  Hindrance  to  yon 
n  that  Religious  Courie,  which  I  have  now  been  urging  You 
c  nnot  but  know,  that  Chrift  has  told  us,  that  a  LTtft  dZ 

chc  f  ft  ^  K  ’t  d“Uy'  ifhe  defire  t0  become  his  Dif- 
S  , }  l  f  7’  the  Son  of  God-  ‘be  Former  and  the  Heir 

{a  (d)  but  fubmitted  to  Want, 
o  Diftcnlt.es,  and  Dardflups,  in  the  Way  of  Durv,  and  feme  of 

them  of  the  extream  eft  Kind  and  Degree,  for  the  Glory  ofGon 

and  the  Salvation  of  Men.  In  this  Way  we  are  to  folLv  him  j 

n,d  R/Wv  kn0W  n0t  how  Poon  we  may  be  called,  even  to  refill 
unto  Bloody  Jlriving  againft  Sin,  (e)  it  is  certainly  beft  to  ac- 

cuftom  ou,  (elves  to  that  Difcipline,  which  we  may  poffibly  be 

called  out  to  exercife  even  in  fuch  rigorous  Heights.  A  fofe 

e’"  8'Ve  F°rCe  ‘°  temptations,  which  might 
eafiiy  be  fubdued  by  one,  who  has  habituated  himfelf  to  endure 
tiardjhtf  as  a  good Soldter  of  Jefus  Chrift.  ( f )  It  aXo  produces 

whAh'anhl|!ent  ‘°  th'w°rld’  and  an  Unwiilingnefs  to  leave 'it; 

^  hich  ill  becomes  thofe  who  are  Strangers  and  Pilgrims  on 

Earth,  and  who  expeft  io  foon  to  be  called  alway  to  that  better 
Country  which  they ■frofels  to  feck,  (g)  Add  to  this,  that  what 
the  V,  orld  calls  a  Life  of  Pleafure,  is  neceffarily  a  Lite  of  Ex¬ 
fence  too,  and  may  perhaps  lead  you.  as  it  has  done  many  others 
and  especially  many  who  have  been  fetting  out  in  the  Wori/ 
beyona  the  Limits  which  Providence  has  affigned  ;  and  fo  after’ 
a  riort  Courfe  of  indulgence  may  produce  proportionable  Want. 
-And  while  in  other  Cafes  it  is  true,  that  Pity  ftould  be  fuv.n 

,,/c)  Jluke>  23;  ,  £>  ,  Roni.  xv.  3.  (t]  Heb.  xii.  £ 

(f)  2  Tim.  u.  3.  (gj  Deb.  xi.  13.— 16. 


Ch.  2 1:  as  leading  to  Expence  and  Idlenefs.  *7S 

to  the  Poor ,  this  is  a  Poverty  that  is  juftly  contemptible,  becaufe 
it  is  the  Effect  of  a  Man’s  own  Folly  ;  and  when  your  Want 
thus  comes  upon  you  as  an  armed.  Many  (h)  you  will  not  only  find 
yourfelf  {tripped  of  the  Capacity  you  might  otherwife  have  fe- 
cured  for  performing  thofe  Works  of  Charity  which  are  fo  or¬ 
namental  to  a  Chriilian  Profeflion,  but  probably  will  be  under 
itrong  Temptations  to  fome  low  Artifice  or  mean  Compliance, 
quite  beneath  the  Chriftian  Character,  and  that  of  an  upright 
Man.  Many  who  once  made  a  high  Profefhon,  after  a  Series 
of  fuch  forry  and  fcandalous  Shifts,  have  fallen  into  the  Infamy 
of  Bankrupts ,  and  of  the  v.orfl  Kind  of  Bankrupts  ;  I  mean  fuch, 
as  have  lavished  away  on  themfelves  what  was  indeed  the  Pro¬ 
perty  of  others,  and  fo  have  injured,  and  perhaps  ruined,  the 
Induftrious,  to  feed  a  foolifh,  luxurious,  or  oftentatious  Humour, 
which  while  indulged  was  the  Shame  of  their  own  Families,  and 
when  it  can  be  indulged  no  longer  is  their  'Torment.  This  will 
be  a  terrible  Reproach  to  Religion :  Such  a  Reproach  to  it,  that 
a  Good  Man  would  rather  chuie  to  live  on  Bread  and  Water,  or 
indeed  to  die  for  Want  of  them,  than  to  occafion  it. 

4.  Guard  therefore,  I  befeech  you,  againft  any  Thing 
which  might  tend  to  that  Way,  eipeciaily  by  Diligence  in  Bu- 
fnefsy  and  by  Prudence  and  Frugality  in  Expence  ;  which,  by  tho 
Divine  BlefTing,  may  have  a  very  happy  Influence  to  make  your 
Affairs  profperous,  your  Health  vigorous,  and  your  Mind  eafy. 
But  this  cannot  be  attained,  without  keeping  a  refolute  W atcii 
over  yourfelf,  and  ftrenuoufly  refufmg  to  comply  with  many 
Propofals,  which  Indolence  or  Senfuality  will  offer  in  very  plau- 
fible  Forms,  and  for  which  it  will  plead,  “  that  it  afks  but  very 
“  little.'’  Take  heed,  left  in  this  Refpedt  you  imitate  thofe  fond 
Parents,  who  by  indulging  their  Children  in  every  little  Thing 
they  have  a  Mind  to,  encourage  them  by  infenfible  Degrees  ta 
grow  ftill  more  incroaching  and  imperious  in  their  Demands  ; 
as  if  they  chofe  to  be  ruined  uuith  them ,  rather  than  to  check  them 
in  what  feems  a  Trifle.  Remember,  and  confider  that  excellent 
Remark,  fealed  by  the  Ruin  of  fo  many  Thoufands  :  “  He  that 
“  defpifeth  fmall  Things,  fhall  fall  by  little  and  little.” 

§.  5.  In  this  View,  give  me  leave  alfo  ferioufly  and  tenderly 
to  caution  you,  my  dear  Reader,  againft  the  Snares  of  vain  Com¬ 
pany.  I  fpeak  not,  as  before,  of  that  Cor^any,  which  is  openly 
licentious  and  profane.  I  hope,  there  is  fo'mething  now  in  your 
Temper  and  Views,  which  would  engage  you  to  turn  away 
from  fuch  with  Deteftation  and  Horror.  But  I  befeech  you  to 

confider, 

(h)  Pray,  rl  11 , 
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Cautions  againft  the  Snares  of  Company, 

SgS;  M  d”gIT’;  »h° 

Jfc  baCw11’ua  K°p  ’r”d  E'h*vi0“r-  Vo.  rail  often  if  (Se. 
f ‘  y  be  vvith*uch  Perfons  ;  and  Chriftianity  not  only  allows 

chnfe  nof  f  f  ’  th£m  Wkh  Civi!ity  and  Refpecl  ;  Rut 

to “pend  moft  of  T^'T  iWjf’  and  do  n°‘  contrive 
to  ipend  moft  of  your  Le.fure  Moments  among  them  For 

fch  Converfe  has  a  fenfible  Tendency  to  alienee  the  Soul 

thh  him”’  Td  ‘°  render  iC  Unfit  for  3,1  SPiritua!  Communion 
oh  him.  1  o  convince  you  of  this,  do  but  refledt  on  vour  own 

Experience  when  you  have  been  for  many  Hours 'together 

rnore^  ^UC!i  3  Character.  Do  you  not  find  yourfelf 

more  moifpofed  for  Devotional  Exercifes  ?  Do  you  not  fin'd 

your  Heart,  by  mfenfible  Degrees,  more  and  more  inclined  to  3 

2SS?  X  p  0r,f  ’  and  t0  ,ook  wilh  a  Eecret  Difrelilh  on 
1  r  n°bjf  ,  nLd  Employments,  to  which  Reafon  direfb  as  the 

agairft  ?hd  ^  beft  l,0bferve  the  firft  Symptoms,  and  guard 
fn  p  fhe  Snare  m  Time:  And  for  this  Purpofe,  endeavour  to 
form  Fnendfliips,  founded  in  Piety,  and  fupported  by  it.  Be  a 
Companion  of  them  that  fear  GOD,  and  of  them  that  keep  'his 

Ptecepts.  (,)  You  well  know,  that  in  the  Sight  of  God  the* 
are  the  excel.ent  0f  toe  E  th  .  let  them  therefore  bf  a/J 

Dcught.  (k)  And I  that  the  peculiar  Benefit  of  their  Friendlhip 
may  not  be  loll  endeavour  to  make  the  beft  of  the  Hours  you 
fpend  with  them.  J  he  wileft  of  Men  has  obferved,  that  when 
Counfei  in  the  Heart  of  a  Man  is  like  deep  Waters,  that  is,  when 

‘e/nW  v  a  C°nCea!«d*  *  Ma“  of  Undemanding  will  draw  it 
out.  flj  Endeavour  therefore  on  fuch  Occafions,  fo  far  as  von 
ean  do  it  with  Decency  and  Convenience,  to  give  the  Converfa- 
tion  a  Religious  Turn.  And  when  ferious  and  ufeful  Subiefls 
are  flatted  in  your  Prefence,  lay  hold  of  them,  and  cultivate 
them  ;  and  for  that  Purpofe,  let  the  Word  of  Chrift  d-ueell  richk 

sn  you  (m)  a„d  be  continually  made  the  Man  of  your  Coun- 
/el.  (nj  J 

r  Ia,6'  r”  11  ,b&f°’  “  wil!  fecure  y°u>  not  on,y  from  the  Snares 
of  Id.enefs  and  Luxury,  but  from  the  Contagion  of  everv  bad 

Example.  And  it  will  alfo  engage  you  to  guard  agair.ft  thofe 

,  Vr?  *:..a,x;  6\-  /k/,Pfar-  *»i-  3.  0)  Prov.  xx.  5. 

Col-  >»•  »6.  (s)J  Dial,  cxix,  24.  ' 
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and  the  Hurries  of  worldly  Bufinefs .  ^?7 

excefi-ve  Hurries  of  worldly  Bufnefsy  which  would  fill  up  all  your 
Time  and  Thoughts,  and  thereby  choke  the  good  Word  of  God, 
and  render  it  in  a  great  Meafure,  if  not  quite,  unfruitful.  ^  (of 
Young  People  are  generally  of  an  enterprizing  Difpofition  .* 
Having  experienced  comparatively  little  of  the  fatigue  of  Bufi¬ 
nefs,  and  of  the  Difappointments  and  Incumbrances  of  Life,  they 
eafily  fwallow  them  up,  and  annihilate  them  in  their  Imagina¬ 
tion,  and  fancy,  that  their  Spirit,  their  Application  and  Addrefs, 
will  be  able  to  encounter  and  furmount  every  Obflacle  or  Hin¬ 
drance.  But  the  Event  proves  it  otherwile.  Let  me  intreat 
you  therefore,  to  be  cautious,  how  you  plunge  yourfelf  into  a 
greater  Variety  of  Bufinefs  than  you  are  capable  of  managing  as 
you  ought,  that  is,  in  Confiftency  with  the  Care  of  your  Souls, 
and  the  Service  of  God  ;  which  certainly  ought  not  on  any 
Pretence  to  be  negledled.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  a  prudent  Re¬ 
gard  to  jour  worldly  Inter ejl  would  require  fuch  a  Caution  ; 
as  it  is  obvious  to  every  careful  Obferver,  that  Multitudes 
are  undone,  by  grafping  at  more  than  they  can  conveniently 
manage.  Hence  it  has  frequently  been  feen,  that  while  they 
have  Teemed  refolded  to  he  richy  they  have  pierced  thetnfelnjes 
through  with  many  Sorrows f(p)  have  ruined  their  own  Families, 
and  drawn  down  many  others  into  Defolation  with  them. 
Whereas,  could  they  have  been  contented  with  moderate  Em¬ 
ployments  and  moderate  Gains,  they  might  have  profpered  m 
their  Bufinefs,  and  might  by  fare  Degrees,  under  a  Divine  Blef- 
fing,  have  advanced  to  great  and  honourable  Increafe.  But  if 
there  were  no  Danger  at  all  to  be  apprehended  on  this  Head, 
if  you  were  as  certain  of  becoming  rich  and  great,  as  you  are  of 
perplexing  and  fatiguing  yourfelf  in  the  Attempt,  confider,  I  be- 
feech  you,  how  precarious  thefe  Enjoyments  are.  Confider,  how 
often  a  plentiful 'Table  becomes  a  Snare ,  and  that  which  fhyuld  ha-iec 
been  for  a  Man  s  Welfare ,  becomes  a  Trap.  ( (\)  Forget  not  that 
fnort  Lefibn,  which  is  fo  comprehenfive  of  the  higheft  Wifdom; 
One  thing  is  needful. (r)  Be  daily  thinking,while  the  gay  and  great 
Things  of  Life  are  glittering  before  your  Eyes,  bow  foon  Death 
will  come^nd  impoverifh  you  at  once;  how  foon  it  will  (trip  yon 
of  all  Pofieffions,  but  thole  which  a  naked  Soul  can  carry  along 
with  it  into  Eternity,  when  it  drops  the  Body  in  the  Grave. 
Eternity  !  Eternity  !  Eternity  !  Carry  the  View  of  it 
about  with  you,  if  it  be  pofilble,  through  every  Hour  of  waking 
Life  ;  and  be  fully  perfuaded,  that  you  have  no  Bufinefs,  no  In¬ 
fo)  Mat.  xiii.  22,  (p )  1  Tim.  vi.  10.  (q)  Pfal.  Ixix.  22. 

(r)  Lukex.  42,  N  tereft 
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terelt  in  Life,  that  is  inconfxftent  with  it :  For  whatfoever  would 
be  injurious  to  this  View,  is  not  your  Bufinefs,  is  not  your  lntered 
Vou  lee  indeed,  that  the  Generality  of  Men  adt,  as  if  they  tho’t 
the  great  Thing  which  God  required  of  them.in  Older  to  fecure 
ins  favour,  was  to  get  as  much  oj  the  World  as  poffible  ;  at  leaft, 
as  mac  as  t  ey  can  without  any  grofs  Immorality,  and  without 
rifquing  the  Lofs  of  all,  for  making  a  little  Addition.  And  as 
if  h  were  to  abet  this  Defign,  they  tell  others,  and  perhaps  tell 

emfelves  They  only  feek  Opportunities  of  greater  Ufefulne/s . 
.But  m  effetf,  if  they  mean  any  Thing  more  by  this,  than  a  Ca¬ 
pacity  of  Ufefulnefs,  which,  when  they  have  it,  they  will  not 
exert,  they  generally  deceive  themfelves  ;  and  one  Way,  orano- 
ther  it  is  a  vain  Pretence.  In  moll  Inftances,  Men  feek  the 
orld,  either  that  they  may  hoard  up  Riches,  for  the  mean 
and  fcandalous  Satisfaction  of  looking  upon  them  while  they  are 
living,  and  of  thinking,  that  when  they  are  dead  it  will  be  faid 
Of  them,  that  they  have  left  fo  many  Hundreds  or  T houfands  of 
Hounds  behind  them  ;  very  probably,  to  infnare  their  Children, 
or  other  Heirs,  (for  the  Vanity  is  not  peculiar  to  thofe,  who 
have  Children  of  their  own  :)— Or  elfe,  that  they  may  lavifh 
away  their  Riches  on  their  Lulls,  and  drown  themfelves  in  a 
Gulf  of  Senfuality,  in  which,  if  Reafon  be  not  loll,  Religion  is 
loon  fwallowed  up,  and  with  it  all  the  nobleft  Pleafures  which 
can  enter  into  the  Heart  of  Man.  In  this  View,  the  Gene¬ 
rality  of  Rich  People  appear  to  me  ObjeCls  of  much  greater 
Companion  than  the  Poor  :  Efpecially  as  when  both  live  (which 
is  frequently  the  Cale)  without  any  Fear  of  GOD  before  their 
Eye.%  the  Rich  abufe  the  greater  Variety  and  Abundance  of  his 
Favours,  and  therefore  will  probably  feel,  in  that  World  of  fu¬ 
ture  Ruin  which  awaits  impenitent  Sinners,  a  more  exquifite 
Senle  of  their  Mifery. 

7.  And  let  me  obferve  to  you,  my  dear  Reader,  Jeff  you 
fhoulu  think  yourfelf  fecure  from  anyfuch  Danger,  that  we  have 
great  Reaion  to  apprehend,  there  are  many  now  in  a  very 
wre  died  State,  who  once  thought  ferioully  of  Religion,  when 
the)  were  raft  letting  out,  in  lower  Circumftances  of  Life  ;  but 
thev  have  fince  foriaken  God  for  Mammon,  and  are  now  prid¬ 
ing ;  themfelves  in  thofe  golden  Chains,  which  in  all  Probability, 
before  it  belong,  will  leave  them  to  remain  in  thofe  of  Darknefs . 

hen  therefore  an  Attachment  to  the  World  may  be  followed 
with  fuch  fatal  Confequences,  let  not  thine  Heart  envy  Sinners  ;(s) 
and  clo  not,  out  of  a  Deiirc  of  gaining  what  they  have,  be 

guilty 

(sj  Prov.  xxiii,  17, 
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and  the  fatal  Conference  of  it .  I 

guilty  of  fuch  Folly  as  to  expofe  yourfelf  to  this  double  Danger, 
of  failing  in  the  Attempt ,  or  of  being  undone  by  the  Succefs  of  it . 
Contrad  your  Defires  ;  endeavour  to  be  eafy  and  content  with 
a  little  :  And  if  Providence  call  you  out  to  ad  in  a  larger  Sphere, 
fubmit  to  it  in  Obedience  to  Providence  ;  but  number  it  among 
the  Trials  of  Life,  which  it  will  require  a  larger  Proportion  of 
Grace  to  bear  well.  For  be  afi'ured,  that  as  Affairs  and  lnter- 
efls  multiply,  Cares  and  Duties  will  certainly  increafe,  and  pro¬ 
bably  Difappointments  and  Sorrows  will  increafe  in  an  equal 
Proportion. 

§.  8.  On  the  whole.  Learn  by  Divine  Grace  to  die  to  the 
frefent  World ;  to  look  upon  it  as  a  low  State  of  Being,  which 
God  never  intended  for  the  final  and  compieat  Happinefs,  or 
the  fupream  Care  of  any  one  of  his  Children  ;  A  World,  where 
fomething  is  indeed  to  be  enjoyed,  but  chiefly  from  himfelf  ; 
where  a  great  Deal  is  to  be  borne  with  Patience  and  Refigna- 
tion  ;  and  where  fome  important  Duties  are  to  be  performed, 
and  a  Courfe  of  Difciphne  to  be  paffed  through ,  by  which  you  are 
to  be  formed  for  a  better  State  ;  to  which  as  a  Chriflian  you 
are  near,  and  to  which  God  will  call  you,  perhaps  on  a  Sudden, 
but  undoubtedly,  if  you  hold  on  your  Way,  in  the  fitted  Time 
and  the  mod  convenient  Manner.  Refer  therefore  all  this  to 
him.  Let  your  Hopes  and  Fears,  your  Expectations  and  De¬ 
fires,  with  Regard  to  this  World,  be  kept  as  low  as  poflible  ; 
and  ad  your  Thoughts  be  united,  as  much  as  may  be,  in  this 
one  Centre,  What  it  is,  that  God  would,  in  prefent  Circumdances, 
have  you  to  be  ;  and  what  is  that  Method  of  Conduct,  by  which 
you  may  mod  effectually  pleafe  and  glorify  him  ? 

The  young  Convert's  Prayer  for  Divine  Protection,  againft  the 

Danger  of  thefe  Snares . 

“  'DRESSED  GOD  \  In  the  midd  of  Ten  Thoufand 
snares  and  Dangers,  which  furround  me  from  without 
„  ,  ?\on}  vvithin>  Permit  me  to  look  up  unto  thee  with  my 

„  -“mble  Intreat y,  that  thou  wouldft  deliver  me  from  them  that 
.  ^  fP  a  gain f  me ,  [tj  and  that  thine  Eyes  may  be  upon  me  for 

{(  00  '  ^hen  Sloth  and  Indolence  are  ready  to  feize 

u  awa  eiJ  me  from  that  idle  Dream,  with  lively  and 
a^°?«c  View,  of  that  Invifible  and  Eternal  World,  to 

a  •  •  2m,  tC?dinS  '  Remind  me  of  what  infinite  Impor- 

ance  it  is,  t  rat  I  diligently  improve  thofe  tranfient  Mom  ents, 

0)  Pfal,  Kx.  („,  jcr.  Civ.  6. 
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A  Prayer  to  he  kept  from  thefe  Snares. 

^hich  thou  haft  allotted  to  me  as  the  Time  of  my  Preparation 
“  for  it ! 

When  Sinners  entice  me ,  may  I  not  con, fen t  f  (x)  May 
“  holy  Converfe  with  G'od  give  me  a  Diffelilh  for  the  Con- 
verfe  of  thofe,  who  are  Strangers  to  thee,  and  who  would  fe- 
parate  my  Soul  from  thee  !  May  I  honour  them  that  Fear  the 
“  Lord,  (yj  and  walking  with  fuch  wife  and  holy  A Jen,  may 
“  I  find  1  am  daily  advancing  in  Wifdom  and  Holinefs  !  (z) 
Quicken  me.  Oh  Lord,  by  their  Means  ;  that  by  me  thou  may  ft 
alfo  quicken  others!  Make  me  the  happy  Inftrument  of  in¬ 
kindling  and  animating  the  Flame  of  Divine  Love  in  their 
Breafts ;  and  may  it  catch  from  Heart  to  Lleart,  and  grow 
g(  every  Moment  in  its  Progrefs ! 

Guard  me.  Oh  Lord,  from  the  Loue  of  fenfual  Pleafure  ! 
“  May  Iferioufty  remember,  that  to  he  carnally  minded  is  Death! 
“  (a)  May  it  pleafe  thee  therefore,  to  purify  and  refine  my 
“  Soul  by  the  Influences  of  thine  Holy  Spirit,  that  I  may  always 
4<  fhun  unlawful  Gratifications,  more  folicitouily  than  others  pur- 
fue  them  ;  and  that  thofe  Indulgences  of  animal  Nature, 
€i  which  thou  haft  allowed,  and  which  the  Conftitution  of  things 
“  renders  necellary,  may  be  foberly  and  moderately  ufed  ! 
£e  May  I  kill  remember  the  fuperior  Dignity  of  my  Spiritual 
“  2nd  Intelligent  Nature,  and  may  the  Pleafures  of  the  Man 
tf  and  the  Chriflian  be  fought  as  my  nobleft  Happinefs  !  May 
my  Soul  rife  on  the  Wings  of  holy  Contemplation,  to  the 
“  Regions  of  Invifible  Glory  ;  and  may  I  be  endeavouring 
to  form  mvfelf,  under  the  Influences  of  Divine  Grace,  for 
<s<  the  Entertainments  of  thofe  Angelick  Spirits,  that  live  in  thy 
€i  Prefence  in  a  happy  Incapacity  of  thofe  grofs  Delights,  by 
“  which  Spirits  dwelling  in  Flefh  are  fo  often  infnared,  and 
cs  in  which  they  fo  often  lofe  the  Memory  of  their  high  Ori- 
ct  ginal,  and  of  thofe  noble  Hopes  which  alone  are  proportiona- 
“  ble  to  it  ! 

“  Give  me,  Oh  Lord,  to  know  the  Station  in  which  thou  haft 
€i  fixed  me,  and  fteadlly  to  purfue  the  Duties  of  it  !  But  deliver 
me  from  thofe  exceffioje  Cares  of  this  World ,  which  would  fo 
engrofs  my  Time  and  my  Thoughts,  that  the  one  F king  need - 
“  ful  fhould  be  forgotten  !  May  my  Defires  after  worldly  Pof- 
*f  feflions  be  moderated,  by  confideriug  their  uncertain  and  un- 
t(  fatisfying  Nature  ;  and  while  others  are  laying  up  Frea  fares 
6‘  on  Earth ,  may  I  be  rich  towards  GOD  /  (b)  May  I  never 

be 

\%)  Prov.  i.  to.  (y)  Pfal.  xv.  4.  (z)  Prey.  xiii.  20.* 

(a)  Rom,  viii,  6,  (bj  Luke  xii,  zir 
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Declcnjtotts  in  Religion  to  he  feared r. 

«  be  too  hufy  to  attend  to  thofe  great  Affairs,  which  lie  between 
t{  thee  and  mv  Soul  ;  never  be  fo  engroffed  with  the  Concerns 
“  of  Time,  as  to  negled  the  Interefls  of  Eternity  !  Maylpafs 
«  through  Earth  with  my  Heart  and  Hopes  fet  upon  Heaven, 
“  and  feel  the  attradive  Influence  ftronger  and  ftronger,  as  I 
«  approach  ftill  nearer  and  nearer  to  that  deflrable  Centre  ;  till 
“  the  happy  Moment  come,  when  every  Earthly  Object  fhall  dif- 
“  appear  from  my  View,  and  the  fhining  Glories  of  the  hea- 
«<  venly  World  fhall  fill  my  improved  and  ftrengthened  Sight, 
*c  which  fhall  then  be  cheared  with  that  which  would  now  over- 
“  whelm  me  !  Amen.” 


CHAP*  XXII. 


The  Cafe  of  Spiritual  Decay  and  Lan¬ 
guor  in  Religion. 


Declenfons  in  Religion,  and  Relap fes  into  Sin,  with  their  for  rowful 
Confequences,  are  in  the  general  too  probable .  §.  i.  CL he  Cafe 

ef  Declenfion  and  Languor  in  Religion  defer  ibed,  Negatively  , 
§.  2.  and  Poptively  ;  §.3.  as  dif covering  itfelf,  (1.)  By 

a  Failure  in  the  Duties  of  the  Clofet.  §.  4.  (2.)  By 

a  Negleft  of  Social  JVorJhip.  §.  5.  ( 3. J  By  Want 

cf  Love  to  our  Fellow  Chriftians.  §.  6.  (4.)  By  an  undue 

Attachment  to  fenfual  Pleasures,  or  jecular  Cares.  §.  7.  (5.) 

By  Prejudices  againfl  feme  important  Principles  in  Religion  : 
§.8.  A  Symptom  peculiarly  fad  and  dangerous.  §.'9,10. 
Dir  ell  ions  for  Recovery ,  §.  11.  immediately  to  be  purfued. 

§.  12.  A  Prayer  for  one  under  Spiritual  Decays . 

§.  1.  TF  lam  fo  happy  as  to  prevail  upon  you  in  the  Ex- 
JL  hortations  and  Cautions  I  have  given,  you  will  pro¬ 
bably  go  on  with  Pleafure  and  Comfort  in  Religion  ;  and 
your  Path  will  generally  be  like  the  Morning  Light,  which  Jhineth 
more  and  more  until  the  perf eft  Day.  (a J  Yet  I  dare  not  flatter 
myfelf  with  an  Expedation  of  fuch  Succefs,  as  fhall  carry  you 
above  thofe  Varieties  in  Temper, Condud  and  State,  which  have 
been  more  or  lefs  the  Complaint  of  the  bell  of  Men.  Much 
do  I  fear,  that  how  warmly  foever  your  Heart  may  now  be  im- 

N  3  preffed 

(a)  Prov.  iv.  18. 
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prefiedvvith  the  Reprefentation  I  have  been  making  tho’  the 
great  Objedts  of  your  Faith  and  Hope  continue  unchangeable, 
J  emper  towards  them  will  be  changed.  Much  do  I 

WaVc  f(y°U  Wi"  ,eelt.y°Ur  Mind  in  the  gooi 

r  ^  0D  *  y »  ^at  you  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  take 

thn  °f  ‘I16?’  and  may  thus  falla  Pre>  t0  fome  of 

ir'[  f"'"’  which  you  now  look  upon  with  a  holy  Scorn. 

Th.  probable  Confequence  of  this  will  be,  that  God  will  hide 

his  Face  from  you  ;  that  he  will  ftretch  forth  his  affiiaing  Band 

agamftyou  ;  and  that  you  will  Hill  fee  your  forrowful  Moments 

liow  chearfuliy  foever  you  may  now  be  rejoicing  in  the  Lord  and 

joying  in  the  G°D  of  yonr  Salvation,  (b)  \  hope  therefore, It 

»ay  be  of  feme  Service,  if  this  too  probable  Event  (hould  hap- 

pen,  to  confiaer  thefe  Cafes  a  little  more  particularly  :  And  I 

heartily  pray,  that  God  would  make  what  I  fhall  fay  con- 

cermng  them,  the  Means  of  reftoring,  comforting,  and  ftrength- 

fronf  himUrS°U  "  ^  ^  CVer  ^uffers  ^0a  in  any  ^gree  to  deviate 

§.2.  WE  will  firft  confider  the  Cafe  of  Spiritual  Declentions , 
and  Languor  in  Religion.  And  here  I  defire,  that,  before  I  pro¬ 
ceed  any  farther,  you  would  obferve,  that  I  do  not  comprehend 
under  this  head  every  Abatement  of  that  Fervour,  which  a 
young  Convert  may  find,  when  he  firft  becomes  experimentally 
acquainted  with  divine  Things.  Our  Natures  are  fo  framed 
that  the  Novelty  of  Objefls  ftrikes  them  in  fomething  of  a  pe¬ 
culiar  Manner  :  Not  to  urge,  how  much  more  eafily  our  Pafti- 
crns  are  impreftfed  in  the  earlier  Years  of  Life,  than  when  we 
anymore  advanced  in  the  Journey  of  it.  This,  perhaps,  is  not 
iumciently  confidered.  ‘Too  great  a  Strefs  is  commonly  laid  on  the 
flow  of  Affections  ,*  and  for  want  of  this  a  Chriftian  who  is  ri¬ 
pened  in  Grace,  and  greatly  advanced  in  his  Preparation  for 
Glory,  may  fometimes  be  ready  to  lament  imaginary  rather 
than  real  Decays,  and  to  fay,  without  any  juft  Foundation,  Oh 
that  it  were  with  me  as  in  Months  paft  f  IcJ  Therefore  you 
can  hardly  be  too  rrequently  told,  that  Religion  confifts  chiefly, 

in  the  Refolution  of  the  Will  for  GOD ,  and  in  a  corf  ant  Care 

to  avoid  whatever  we  are  perfuaded  he  would  difapprove,  to 

diipatch  the  Work  he  has  afligned  us  in  Life,  and  to  promote 
“  his  Glory  in  the  Happinefs  ofMankind.”  To  this  we  are 
chiefly  to  attend,  looking  in  all  to  the  Simplicity  and  Purity  of 
thofe  Motives  from  which  we  aft,  which  we  know  are  chiefly 
regaided  by  that  GOD  vvho  fearches  the  Heart  j  humbling  our- 

(b)  Hab.  iii,  18.  (c)  Job.  xxix. 
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reives  before  him  at  the  fame  Time  under  a  Senfe  of  our  many 
Imperfections,  and  flying  to  the  Blood  of  Chrifi  and  the  Grace 

of  the  Gofpel.  T  ...  ... 

&  3.  Having  given  this  Precaution,  I  will  now  a  little 

more  particularly  defcribe  the  Cafe,  which  I  call  the  State  <f  a 
Chrijlian  who  is  declining  in  Religion  ;  fo  far  as  it  does  not  fall 
in  with  thofe,  which  I  (hall  conflder  in  the  following  Chapters. 
And  I  muft  obferve,  that  it  chiefly  confifts  “  in  a  Forgetfulnejs 
“  of  Divine  Objefis,  and  a  Remijfnefs  in  thole  various  Duties ,  to 
cc  which  we  ftand  engaged  by  that  folemn  Surrender  which  we 
“  have  made  of  ourfelves  to  the  Service  of  God."”  There  will 
be  a  Variety  of  Symptoms,  according  to  the  different  Circum- 
ftances  and  Relations  in  which  the  Chriftian  is  placed  ;  but  lome 
will  be  of  a  more  univerfal  Kind.  It  will  be  peculiarly  proper 
to  touch  on  thefe  ;  and  fo  much  the  rather,  asciiefe  Declenflons 
are  often  unobferved ,  like  the  grey  Hairs  which  were  upon  Ephraim, 

when  he  knew  it  not .  (d)  ... 

§.  4.  Should  you,  my  good  Reader,  fall  into  this  State,  it 

will  probably  firft  difcover  itfeif,  by  a  Failure  in  the  Duties  of  the 
Clofet.  Not  that  I  fuppofe,  they  will  at  firft,  or  certainly  con¬ 
clude,  that  they  will  at  all,  be  wholly  omitted  :  But  they  will 
be  run  over  in  a  cold  and  formal  Manner.  Sloth,  or  fome  of 
thofe  other  Snares  which  I  cautioned  you  againft  in  the  former 
Chapter,  will  fo  far  prevail  upon  you,  that  though  perhaps  you 
know  and  recolledf,  that  the  proper  Seafon  of  Retirement  is  come, 
you  will  fometimes  indulge  yowxizM  upon  your  Bed  in  the  Morning , 
fometimes  in  Converjation  or  BufineJ's  in  the  Evening ,  fo  as  not 
to  have  convenient  Time  for  it.  Or  perhaps,  when  you  come 
into  your  Clofet  at  that  Seafon,  fome  favourite  Book  you  are 
defirous  to  read,  fome  Correfpondence  that  you  chufe  to  carry  on, 
or  fome  other  Amufement,  will  prefent  itfeif,  and  plead  to  be 
difpatched  firft.  This  will  probably  take  up  more  Time  than 
you  imagined  ;  and  then,  Secret  Prayer  will  be  hurried  over,  and 
perhaps  reading  the  Scripture  quite  negle&ed.  You  will  plead 
perhaps,  that  it  is  but  for  once  ;  But  the  fame  Allowance  will 
be  made  a  Jecondy  and  a  third  Time  ;  and  it  will  grow  more  eafy 
and  familiar  to  you  each  Time,  than  it  was  the  laft.  And  thus 
GOD  will  be  mocked ,  and  your  own  Soul  will  be  defrauded  of  its 
fpiritual  Meals ,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  Expreffion  ;  the  Word 
of  God  will  be  flighted,  and  Self  Examination  quite  difufed  ;  and 
fecret  Prayer  itfeif  will  grow  a  Burthen,  rather  than  a  Delight  ; 

(d)  Hof.  vii.  9. 

N  4 
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trifling  Ceremony,  rather  than  a  devout  Homage  fit  for  th» 
■Acceptance  of  our  Father  who  is  in  Heaven.  2 

*•  5.  If  immediate  and  refolute  Meafures  , 

LTrearth7.  £“,*/*■ 

and  reach  the  Ja s  of  Social  IVorJhip.  You  will  feel  the  Effeft 
in  your  Fam.lies,  and  in  Publick  Ordinances.  And  if  you  J, 

f  J  Thouphts  Syy,t0mS  Wil1  be  /•  "»‘i  ‘be  vsorfe.  Wan  del 
Duties  !?  (?SuU,were)  '«  out  the  very  Heart  of  thele 

nent  ChriftL  “A  ?Tv  therPrivi,e8e  of  the  moft  emi- 
tU;  r  «  ’  be  entlrely  free  from  them  :  But  probably  ia 

tendon',r,Y  rCT’pOU  W5f”d  but  feiv  Intervals  of  Arid  At- 
Devotion  An!  bicb  wearsthe  Appearance  of  Inward 

f.  £  °fiV  ,  hen  thefe  heartlefs  Duties  are  concluded 
there  will  fcarce  be  a  Refledion  made,  how  little  God  hath 

them  enJpy  hd  m  tnei?’  h0W  b“Ie  he  hath  been  honoured  by 
turn.  1  erhaps  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s. Sapper,  beinp  fo 

admirably  adapted  to  fix  the  Attention  of  the  Soul  and  to  ex 

cite  us  warmeft  Exercile  of  holy  Affeclions,  may  b! \2laft  Or'- 

catffav  Wi"  be  fth  And  W  who 

tSSStf!?'  ff"1  ir/r 

fend  with  lefs  fhxednefs  and  Enlargement  of  Heart  than  ufual. 
And  perhaps  a  Diffatisfadion  in  the  Review,  when  there  ha" 
been  a  remarkable  Alienation  or  Infenfibility  of  Mind  may 
occafion  a  Difpofition  to  forfakeyour  Place  and  your  Duty’there 
And  when  your  Spiritual  Enemies  have  once  gained  this  Point 
«pon  you,  it  is  probable  you  will  fall  by  fwifter  Degrees  than 

andr’weTker°Ur  t0  thdr  AttemP£s  wiH  grow  weaker 

<V  f-  y°ur  Lo™  to  GOD  our  Father,  and  to  the  Lord 

Jefus  Chri/l  faih,  your  Fervour  of  Chriffian  Affedion  to  your 

ttr:  Ccry  TWi;!  Pr,0P0rti°nab!y  decline,  and  your  Concern 

. °k  nrf*  I-n.^lfe  abate  •  efP:c,a!,y>  where  any  Thing  is 
to  be  done  for  fpiritual  Edification.  You  wil)  find  one  Excufe 

or  another,  for  the  Negled  of  Religious  Difcourfe,  perhaps  not 
only  among  Neighbours  and  Chriftian  Friends,  when  very^ con¬ 
venient  Opportunities  offer ;  but  even  with  Regard  to  thofe 
who  are  Members  of  your  own  Families,  and  to  thofe,  who  if 

you  are  fixed  in  the  fuperiour  Relations  of  Life,  are  committed 
£6  your  Care. 

§.  7.  With  this  Rermiihefs,  an  Attachment,  either  to  Jenfual 
{  leafur*>  or  t0.  worla!J  Buftmfs  will  increafe.  For  the  Sou!  mull 
jiave  ioraething  to  emp;oy  it,  and  fomething  to  delight  itfelf 
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in  :  And  as  it  turns  to  one  or  the  other  of  theie,  I  emptations 
of  one  Sort  or  another  will  prefent  themfelves.  In  fome  In¬ 
flates,  perhaps  the  ftrideft  Bounds  of  Temperance,  and  the 
regular  Appointments  of  Life  may  be  broken  in  upon,  through 
a  \ hndnefs  for  Company ,  and  the  Entertainments  which  often  at¬ 
tend  it.  In  other  Inftances,  the  Jnterefs  of  Life  appearing 
greater  than  they  did  before,  and  taking  up  more  of  the  Mind, 
contrary  Interefts  of  other  Perfons  may  throw  you  into  Dil- 
quietude,  or  plunge  you  in  Debate  and  Contention  ;  in  which  it 
is  extreamly  difficult  to  preferve,  either  the  Serenity,  or  the  In¬ 
nocence  of  the  Soul.  And  perhaps,  if  Minificrs  and  other 
Chriftian  Friends  obferve  this,  and  endeavour  in  a  plain  and 
faithful  Way  to  reduce  you  from  your  Wandring,  a  falje  Deli¬ 
cacy  of  Mind ,  often  contra&ed  in  fuch  a  State  as  this,  will  render 
thefe"  Attempts  extreamly  difagreeable.  The  Ulcer  of  the  Soul 
( if  I  may  be  allowed- the  Expreffion,  )  lA/tll  not  bear  hezng 
touched ,  when  it  moil  needs  it  ;  and  one  of  the  mod  generous 
and  felf- denying  Inftances  of  Chriftian  Friendjhip  dial!  be  turned 
into  an  Occafion  of  Coldnefs  and  Diflafte,  yea  perhaps  of 
Enmity. 

§.  8.  And  poffibly,  to  fum  up  all,  this  difordered  State  of 
Mind  may  lead  you  into  fome  Prejudices  againft  thofe  ‘very  Prin¬ 
ciples ,  which  might  be  znofl  effectual  for  your  Recovery :  And  your 
great  Enemy  may  fucceed  fo  far  in  his  Attempts  againft  you,  as 
toperfuade  you, that  you  have  loft  nothing  in  Religion, when  you 
have  almoft  loft  all.  He  may  very  probably  lead  you  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  your  former  Devotional  Frames  were  mere  Fits 
of  Enthufiafm  ;  and  that  the  holy  Regularity  of  your  Walk 
before  God  was  an  unneceftary  Stri&nefs  and  Scrupulofity. 
Nay,  you  may  think  it  a  great  Improvement  in  Underftanding, 
that  you  have  learnt  from  Tome  neve  Mafters ,  that  if  a  Man  treat 
his  Fellow* Creatures  with  Humanity  and  Good  Nature,  judging 
and  reviling  only  thofe  who  would  difturb  others  by  the  Nar - 
rovonefs  of  their  Notions ,  (  for  thefe  are  generally  exempted  from 
ether  Obje&s  of  the  moft  univerfal  and  difinterefted  Benevolence 
fo  often  boafted  of,  )  he  muft  neceffarily  be  in  a  very  good  State, 
though  he  pretend  not  to  converfe  much  with  God,  provided 
that  he  think  refpe&fully  of  him,  and  do  not  provoke  him  by 
any  grofs  Immoralities. 

*  §.  9.  I  mention  this  in  the  laft  Stage  of  Religious  Declcnfons9 
becaufe  I  apprehend  that  to  be  its  proper  Place ;  and  I  fear,  it 
will  be  found  by  Experience  to  (land  upon  the  very  Coniines  of 
that  grofs  Apoftacy  into  deliberate  and  prefumptuous  Sin,  which 

will 
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>86  Prejudices  -will  be  formed  in  the  Mind.  Qh.  21'. 

will  claim  our  Confideration  under  the  next  Head  •  And  k.  ' 
prevent°th  %  “  Sy,mPtom>  which  moll  effeflually  fend^to' 

fn  Coin  'f  ’  "i  "Ven,ttlC  Ufe’  of  any  proper  RemSiS 

needle^  Jtis  If  T  ^  ^ Apprehen/on,  that  the?  are 
L^argick  Dro wfine™,3^vv h ich°  often  ^Sde^^tes'll 

£  ?  M  2K:  tj”Xe  i:i 

Xr  2  f““"“  *•" »» "pp.fi.'  E; 

ams.  But  if  God  awaken  you  to  read  your  Bible  -with  At- 
tent, on  and  give  you  to  feel  the  Spirit  with  which  it  is  written 
almoft  every  Page  will  flail,  in  Conviaion  upon  the  Mind  and 

Prfd  *  LWht  t0  f?“d  dlfPerfe  ‘hefe  Shades  of  Darkn’efs. 

vn^’-f  <™HATJ  Cmefl/  lntend  m  this  Addrefs,  is  to  engage 

T)eHef  f°ffib  C’  f  f°0n  35  y°U  Perceive  thefirft  Symptom,  of  thefe 

freed; w  ’  ffkibe  UP°n  y°Ur  Guard’  and  t0  endeavour  as 
lpeedily  as  poflible  to  recover  yourfelf  from  them.  And  I  would 

ofTnln^’  rthat  the,R,eTdy  muft  beSin>  vvhere  the  firft  Caufe 
of  Complaint  prevailed,  I  mean,  in  the  Clofet.  Take  fome 

wl'w  M1'f  CCO  eaj'T’  3nd  3sk  y°Ur  0lvn  c°nPcience  ferioufly. 
How  Matters  fland  between  the  BlelTed  God,  and  your  Soul  ? 

hether  they  are  as  they  once  were,  and  as  you  could  wifh  them 
to  be  if  you  faw  your  Life  juft  drawing  to  a  Period,  and  were 
to  pafs  immediately  into  the  Eternal  State  ?  One  ferious 
Thought  of  Eternity  fhames  a  Thoufand  vain  F.xcufes,  with 
Which,  in  the  Forgetfulnefs  of  it,  we  are  ready  to  delude  our 
own  Souls  And  when  you  feel  that  fecret  Mifgiving  of  Heart 
which  will  natural  y  arife  on  this  Occaflon,  do  not  endeavour  to 
palliate  the  Matter,  and  to  find  out  flight  and  artful  Coverings, 
Jor  what  you  cannot  forbear  fecretly  condemning  ;  but  honeftiy 
fall  under  the  Conviftion,  and  be  humbled  for  it.  Pour  out 
your  Heart  before  God,  and  feek  the  renewed  Influences  of  his 
Spirit  and  Grace.  Return  with  more  Exadlnefs  to  Secret  De¬ 
votion,  and  to  Self-Examination.  Read  the  Scripture  with  yet 
greater  Diligence,  and  efpecially  the  more  Devotional  and  Spi¬ 
ritual  Parts  of  it.  Labour  to  ground  it  in  your  Heart  and  to 
feel,  what  you  have  Reafon  to  believe  the  Sacred  Penmen  felt* 
when  they  wrote,  fo  tar  as  Circumftances  may  agree.  Open 
your  Soul  with  all  Simplicity,  to  every  Leflon  which  the  Word 
of  God  would  teach  you  ;  and  guard  againft  thofe  Things, 

which 


'h,  22»  d  Grayer  for  one  under  Spiritual  Decays, 

tvhich  you  perceive  to  alienate  your  Mind  from  Inward  Reli¬ 
gion,  tho’  there  be  nothing  criminal  in  the  Things  themfelves. 
They  may  perhaps  in  the  general  be  lawful ;  to  fome  poffibly 
they  may  be  expedient ;  but  if  they  produce  fuch  an  ect  as 
was  mentioned  above,  it  is  certain  they  are  not  convenient  for 
you.  In  thefe  Circumftances,  above  all  feek  the  Converle  ot 
thofe  Chrfftians,  whole  Progrefs  in  Religion  feems  mofl  remark¬ 
able,  and  who  adorn  their  Profeffiion  in  the  mofl;  amiable  Man¬ 
ner.  Labour  to  obtain  their  Temper  and  Sentiments,  and  lay 
open  your  Cafe  and  your  Heart  to  them,  with  all  the  Freedom, 
which  Prudence  will  permit.  Employ  yourfelf,  at  Seafons  of 
Leifure,  in  reading  Practical  and  Devotional  Books,  in  which 
the  Mind  and  Heart  of  the  Pious  Author  is  transfufed  into  the 
Work,  and  in  which  you  can  (  as  it  were  )  take  the  genuine 
Spirit  of  Chrifianity.  And  to  conclude,  Take  the  firft  Oppor¬ 
tunity  that  prefents,  of  making  an  Approach  to  the  Table  of 
the  Lord,  and  fpare  neither  Time,  nor  Pains,  in  the  moftferious 
Preparation  for  it.  There  renew  your  Covenant  with  God  ; 
put  your  Soul  anew  into  the  Hand  of  Christ,  and  endeavour 
to  view  the  Wonders  of  his  dying  Love,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as 
may  rekindle  the  languifhing  Flame,  and  quicken  you  to  more 
vigorous  Refolutions  than  ever,  to  live  unto  him  voho  died  for 
you  (  e).  And  watch  over  your  own  Heart,  that  the  good  Im- 
preflions  you  then  feel,  may  continue.  Refl:  not,  till  you  have 
obtained  as  confirmed  a  State  in  Religion,  as  you  ever  knew. 
Red  nqt,  till  you  have  made  a  greater  Progrefs  than  before  : 
For  it  is  certain,  more  is  yet  behind  ;  and  it  is  only  by  a  Zeal 
to  go  forward,  that  you  can  be  fecure  from  the  Danger  of  going 
backward,  and  of  revolting  more  and  more. 

12.  I  only  add,  that  it  is  neceffary  to  take  thefe  Pre¬ 
cautions  as  Joon  as  pofjihle  ;  or  you  will  probably  find  a  much 
fwifter  Progrefs  than  you  are  aware  in  the  down-hill  Road  ; 
and  you  may  poffibly  he  left  of  GOD,  to  fall  into  fome  grofs 
and  aggravated  Sin ,  fo  as  to  fill  your  Conference  with  an  Agony 
and  Horror,  which  the  Pain  of  broken  Bones  (  f )  can  but  im¬ 
perfectly  exprefs. 

A  Prayer  for  one  under  Spiritual  Decays . 

r>  VERNAL  an^  Unchangeable  Jehovah  !  Thy  Perfec- 
€<  H,  tions  and  Glories  are,  like  thy  Being,  immutable,  Jesus 
€i  thy  Son  is  the  fame  Tefterday ,  to  Day,  and  for  ever  (g).  The 

“  Eternal 

(ej  2  Cor.  v,  15,  (f)  Pfal,  li,  8,  (g)  Hcb.  xiii.  8. 
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Eternal  World  to  which  I  am  hafining,  Is  always  eauailv  i, 
portam,  and  preffes  upon  the  attentive  Mind  for  a  lore  fix 
and  *oiemn  Regard,  m  Proportion  to  the  Degree  in  which 
comes  nearer  and  nearer.  But,  alas,  my  Views,  and  my“ 
fefhons,  and  my  belt  Refolutions  are  continually varyine  E 
thts  poor  Body,  which  goes  through  daily  and  hourly  I’l 

:s;  # 

Frame  and  Temper  of  my  Mind  towards  thee  ?  Whence  th 

thee  whhln0  h^/r1  fr0ln  th£e  ?  Wh^  «n  I  not  come 

Whv  is  l,v  S  6  Endf  rraen^of  ^al  Love,  as  I  once  could 

■1a  L  hy  Su  lCC  °  rem{1/  attended>  ^  attended  at  ail 

Pfpaf^  ^  h°  1  6  ET,feS  °f  lt’  W^lctl  were  once  my  greate 
Pleafure,  become  a  Burthen  to  me  ?  Where ,  Oh  God,  is  i. 

Blefeancfs  I  once  /pale  of  (h),  when  my  Joy  in  thee  as  m 

Etc  ^ /  t  61  WaS/°  ConfPicuous.  that  Strangers  mid 
have  observed  rt  ;  and  when  my  Heart  did  fo  overflow  wot 

mIZ  f  qCm  n"d  )V  th  Zea‘  f0r  thL  Service>  that  it  ™ 

Matter  of  Self-Denial  to  me,  to  limit  and  reftrain  the  yenuin 

xprefl.ons  o.  thole  flrong  Emotions  of  my  Soul,  even  wher 
Prudence  2nd  Duty  required  it  ? 

If kl’  fL°[dl  'whithef  amI fallen!  Thine  Eye  fees  m 
tui  but  Oh  how  unlike  what  it  once  faw  me  !  Cold  an 

in  enfibJe  as  J  am,  I  muft  blufh  on  the  Refletfion.— -Tho 

fT-th'v’a  (l*  a?d/eeftme’  Perhaps,  often  amufmj 
yfelf  with  Tildes  in  thofe  Seafons,  which  I  ufed  folemnb 

to  devote  to  thine  immediate  Service.  Thou  feed  me,  com 

mg  into  thy  Prefence  as  by  Conftraint  ;  and  when  I  am  be 

fore  thee,  fo  ffraitned  in  my  Spirit,  that  I  hardly  know  wha 

to  fay  to  thee  though  thou  art  the  God  with  whom  1  have  tt 

tll0Ug^  the  keeping  up  an  humble  and  dutiful  Cor  re 
fpondence  with  thee  is  beyond  all  Comparifon  the  mod  im- 
portent  Bufmefs  of  my  Life.  And  even  when  I  am  fpeak- 
mg  to  thee,  with  how  much  Coldnefs  and  Formality  is  it  i 
It  is  perhaps  the  Work  of  the  Imagination,  the  Labour  of  the 
Lips  :  _  But  where  are  thofe  ardent  Defires,  thofe  intenfe 
Breathings  after  God,  which  I  once  felt  ?  Where  is  that 
p.caiing  Repoiein  thee,  which  I  was  once  confcious  of,  as 
being  near  my  Divine  Reft,  as  being  happy  in  that  Near- 
nek,  and  rcfolvmg  that  if  poftible  I  would  no  more  be  re- 
moved  from  it?  But  Oh,  how  far  am  I  now  removed  ?  When 


(h)  G ah  iv.  15.  (i)  Matt.  vi.  6. 
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thefe  fliort  Devotions,  if  they  may  be  called  Devotions,  are 
over,  in  what  long  Intervals  do  I  forget  thee,  and  appear  10 
little  animated  with  thy  love,  fo  little  devoted  to  thy 
that  a  Stranger  might  converfe  with  me  a  confiderable.  1 
without  knowing  that  I  had  ever  formed  any  Acquaintance 
with  thee,  without  difcovering  that  i  had  fo  much  as  known 
or  heard  any  Thing  of  God  ?— Thou  calleft  me  to  thine 
Hovje ,  Oh  Lord,  on  thine  own  Day  but  how  heartlefs  are 
my  Services  there  ?  I  offer  thee  no  more  th ■  a  Larcajst 
My  Thoughts  and  Affe&idns  are  engrofled  with  other  Cb- 
iedls,  while  i  draw  near  thee  with  my  Mouth,  and  honour  thee 
with  my  Lips,  fk)— Thbu  calleft  me  to  thy  'Table  ;  but  my 
Heart  is  fo  frozen,  that  it  hardly  melts  even  at  tne  Foot  0f 
the  Crofs  ;  hardly  feels  any  Efficacy  in  the  Blood  of  JeJus; 
Oh  wretched  Creature  that  I  am!  Unworthy  of  being 
called  thine  !  Unworthy  of  a  Place  among  thy  Children,  or 
of  the  meaneft  Situation  in  thy  Family ;  rather  worthy  to  be 
caft  out,  to  be  forfaken,  yea,  to  be  utterly  deftroyed  ! 

“  Is  this.  Lord,  the  Service,  which  1  once  promt  fed,  and 
which  thou  haft  fo  many  Thoufand  Reafons  to  expert  ?  Are 
thefe  the  Returns  I  am  making,  for  thy  daily  Providential 
Care,  for  the  Sacrifice  of  thy  Son,  for  the  Communications 
of  thy  Spirit,  for  the  Pardon  of  my  numberlefs'  aggravated 
Sins,  for  the  Hopes,  the  undeferved  and  fo  often  forfeited 
Hopes,  of  Eternal  Glory  ?  Lord,  I  am  afhamed  to  ftarid,  or 
to  kneel  before  thee.  But  pity  me,  I  beieech  tnee,  and  hHp 
me  :  For  I  am  a  pitiable  Object  inuced  !  My  Soul  cieaveth 
unto  the  Du/l,  and  lays  itfelf  as  in  the  Dull  before  thee  ;  but. 
Oh  quicken  me ,  according  to  thy  Word !  (1)  Let  me  trifle  no  lon¬ 
ger,  for  lam  upon  the  Brink  of  a  Precipice  !  I  am  thinking  of 
my  Ways,  Oh  give  me  Grace  to  turn  my  Feet  unto  thy  ci  eflimo- 
rues  ;  to  make  hajle ,  *z without  any  farther  Delay ,  that  I  may  keep 
thy  Commandments  !  (rn)  Search  me.  Oh  Loid,  and  tty  me  ! 
(n)  Go  to  the  ftrft  Root  of  this  Diftemper,  which  fpreads 
itfelf  over  my  Soul;  and  recover  me  from  it  !  Represent  Sin 
unto  me,  Oh  Lord,  I  befeech  thee,  that  I  may  fee  st  with  Ab- 
(s  horrence  !  And  represent  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbnji  to  me, 
in  fucha  Light,  that  I  may  look  upon  him  and  mourn,  (a)  that 
I  may  look  upon  him  and  love  !  May  I  awaken  iron*  this 
ftupid  Lethargy,  into  which  I  am  finking  ;  and  may  Gbrifi 

give  me  more  abundant  Degrees  of  Spiritual  Life  and  Ac¬ 
tivity 

(k)  Ifai.  xxix.  13.  (\)  Pfal.  cxix.  23.  (m)  Pen.  cxix, 

60.  (nj  Pfal.  cxxxix.  23.  (o)  Zech.  xii.  10. 
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e  Cafe  of  a  Relapfe  into  known  Sin.  Qfo  2  j 

tivify,  than  I  have  ever  yet  receive  t  a  a 
quickened  and  animated  by  him  that  I  ff  may  J  be  ' 
cover  the  Ground  I  have  loft  ?a  h  1  ?Y  m°re  than  r< 
and  exemplary  Progrefs  th/  *n  ma{.  a  more  fyeed 
yet  done  /StL  Zn  ipo,  ”  Oh f*?‘  ‘  h*V'  ™ 

as  in  a  w  h  ’hl^' iCdStrt!  May  he  d-well  in  m, 

while  all  the  Service  isA  "ffff  himftlf^  '  *" 
holy  and  acceptable  V  Ac  and  §0Verned  by  him,  raa 

M  >y  the  CZte  c2£‘, 5  (qj 

the  Sacred  Fire  bum  mA  M?  ’  *  7„  be  fraSram  1  Ma- 

ef  its  Veffels  ever  be^rofanS^h*8?-^*  a"d  may  n°ni 
unholy  or  forbidden  Ufe  -  Amen  ^  emP!o>’ed  t0  21 


(P)  i  Cor.  iii.  l6.  (q)  Rom.  xii.  (r,  Lev.  vi.  ,3. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 

The  fad  Cafe  of  a  Relapfe  into  know: 
anddehberate  Sin, after  folemnAcd 
^  edication  to  God,  and  fom 
rogi  efs  made  in  Religion. 

hT%t  S\be'cf-  ^  f  S n 

&  2  A.  '  Iet  the  Cafe  is  not  delperatt 

j  ?'zj  ackflder  urged  immediately  to  return  •  f  \  )  7? 

deep  Humiliation  before  COD  ,*  ‘  fL  ■ 

4-  A.  /2  *  zL  7  f  ,  f°  mrwated  an  Offence 

Chin  (  l  r  y,  TZ  ReZards  t0  'he  Divine  Meicy  i, 

to-be  re  the  Crime  l  )l,  an  °Per!  Pfofcffion  of  Repentance 

eludes  &  s  i,.;i  n  mitlon-  §  7-  The  Chapter  con 

Iff'  ff’siff  %  71  7  th‘  W  f  one  wh°  hath  fal 

^  &  J  >  aJ  ‘'er  Rehgious  Refolutions  and  Engagements 

f  I.  /"rn,HE  Declenjlons  which  I  have  defcribed  in  the  fore- 

Jeet)  I  amenrfrmn^  tiapter,  nrnd  be  acknowledged  w  orthy  of 
deep  Lamentation  :  But  happy  will  you  be,  my  dear  Reader, 


i  -  ■  .  . 

-I3 


Ch.  23.  *Ihe  fad  Diftrefs  it  will  be  attended  with.  19I 

if  you  never  know,  by  Experience,  a  Circumftance  yet  more 
melancholy  than  this.  Perhaps,  when  you  confider  the  View  of 
Things  which  you  now  have,  you  imagine  that  no  Conftdera- 
tions  can  ever  bribe  you,  in  any  fingle  Inftance,  to  a6t  contrary 
to  the  prefent  Didates  or  Suggeftions  of  your  Confcience,  and 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  as  fetting  it  on  Work.  No:  You  think* 
it  would  be  better  for  you  to  die.  And  you  think  rightly.  But 
Peter  thought,  and  faid  fo  too  :  Though  1  Jhould  die  with  thee9 
yet  will  1  not  deny  thee  :  ( a)  And  yet,  after  all,  he  fell  :  And 
therefore  be  not  high-minded ,  but  fear .  (b)  It  is  not  impoflible* 
but  you  may  fall  into  that  <verySinyoi  which  you  imagine  you  arc 
lead:  in  Danger, or  into  that  againd  which  you  have  mod:  folemn- 
ly  ref  lved,and  of  which  you  have  already  mod  bitterly  repented. 
You  may  relapfe  into  it  again  and  again.  But  Oh,  if  you  do, 
nay,  if  you  fhould  deliberately  and  prefumptuoufly  fall  but  once, 
how  deep  will  it  pierce  your  Heart  ?  Plow  dear  will  you  pay 
for  all  the  Pleafure,  with  which  the  Temptation  has  been  baited? 
How  will  this  feparate  between  God  and  you  ?  What  a  Def¬ 
lation,  what  a  dreadful  Deflation,  will  itfpread  over  your  Soul  ? 
It  is  grievous  to  think  of  it.  Perhaps  in  fuch  a  State  you  may 
feel  more  Agony  and  Diftrefs  in  your  own  Confcience,  when 
you  come  ferioufty  to  reflect,  than  you  ever  felt  when  you  were 
fird  awakened  and  reclaimed  ;  becaufe  the  Sin  will  be  attended 
with  fome  very  high  Aggravations,  beyond  thofe  of  your  unre¬ 
generate  State.  I  well  knew  the  Perfn,  that  faid,  “  The 

Agonies  of  a  Sinner  in  the  ftrd  Pangs  of  his  Repentance 
“  were  not  to  be  mentioned  on  the  fame  Day,  with  thofe  of 
“  the  Backfider  in  Heart ,  when  he  comes  to  be  filled  with  his 
“  own  Way."  (c) 

§.  2.  Indeed  it  is  enough  to  wound  one’s  Heart  to  think, 
how  yours  will  be  wounded  :  How  all  your  Comforts,  all  your 
Evidences,  all  your  Hopes  will  be  clouded  :  What  thick  Dark- 
nefs  will  fpread  itfelf  on  every  Side,  fo  that  neither  Sun,  nor 
Moon,  nor  Stars,  will  appear  in  your  Heaven.  Your  Spiritual 
Conflations  will  be  gone  ;  and  your  Temporal  Enjoyments 
will  alio  be  rendered  taftelefs  and  inilpid.  And  if  Affli&ions  be 
fent,  as  they  probably  may  in  order  to  reclaim  you,  a  Confci- 
oufnefs  of  Guilt  will  fharpen  and  invenom  the  Dart.  Then 
will  the  Enemy  of  your  Soul  with  all  his  Art  and  Power  rife  up 
againft  you,  encouraged  by  your  Fall,  and  labouring  to  trample 
you  down  in  utter  hopelefs  Ruin.  Pie  will  perfuade  you,  that 
you  are  already  undone  beyond  Recovery.  He  will  fugged, 

that 

(a)  Mat.  xxvi.  35.  (b)  Rom.  xi.  20.  (c)  Prov.  xiv.  14. 


t(S}Z  Bhe  Back/Jider  in  fuch  a  Cafe  is  urged  Q  2  Z 


that  it  Signifies  nothing  to  attempt  it  any  more  ;  for  that  every 
Effort,  every  Amendment,  every  Aft  of  Repentance,  will  bin 

lower  into  Het’  ^  W°rfe’  "d  P'MSe  lo^  and 

,  3-  ^  HUS  w'd  be  endeavour  ly  Terrors  to  keep  you  from 

that  fure  Remedy  which  yet  remains.  But  yield  not  to  him 

?  T  ,Ca  e,  ,ndeed  be  fad>  a»d  ifit  be  now  your  Cafe  it 
V  deP‘orrab,y  r°  i  and  to  reft  in  it  would  ftill  be  much  wor’fe. 
'  °“j  ,Heart  "'ould  be  hardened  yet  more  and  more  ;  and  nothin? 
cou.d  be  expected,  but  fudden  and  aggravated  Deftruflion.  Y« 
bicned  be  God,  it  is  not  quite  bof  clefs.  Your  Wounds  are  cor¬ 
ruptee.  becaufe  of  your  FooUjhnefs  ;}(d)  but  the  Gangrene  is  not 
incurable.  There  is  Balm  in  Gilead,  there  is  a  Phyftcian  there. 
(e)  Do  not  therefore  render  your  Condition  indeed  hoielefs, 

>  now  aymg,  ‘7 here  is  no  Hope,  (fj  and  drawing  a  fatal  Argu¬ 
ment  from  that  falfe  Suppofition  for  going  after  the  Idols  sou 
have  loosed  Let  me  addrefs  you,  in  the  Language  of  God  to 
kisuadjinung  People,  when  they  were  ready  to  aporehend  that 
to  be  their  Cafe,  and  to  draw  fuch  a  Conclufion  from  it  •  Only 
return  unto  me ,  faith  the  Lord,  (g)  Cry  for  renewed  Grace  ; 
and  in  the  Strength  of  it  labour  to  return.  Cry  with  David 
unaer  the  like  Guilt  ;  1  have  gone  aft  ray  like  a  loft  Sheep,  feck 
tay  servant  3  for  l  do  not  forget  thy  Commandments  ;  (h)  "and 

that  Remembrance  of  them  is,  I  hope,  a  Token  for  Good 
-But  if  thou  wilt  return  at  all,  do  it  immediately.  Take  not  one 
Step  more  in  that  fatal  Path,  to  which  thou  haft  turned  afide, 
Thinic  nos.  to  add  one  Sin  more  to  the  Account,  and  then  to  re¬ 
pent  ;  as  if  it  would  be  but  the  fame  Thing  on  the  whole.  Ehe 
fecond  Error  may  be  vtorfte  than  the  fir  ft  ;  it  may  make’  Way 
for  another  and  another,  and  draw  on  a  Terrible  Train  of  Con¬ 
sequence?,  beyond  all  you  can  now  imagine.  Make  hafte  there¬ 
fore,  and  do  not  delay.  Efc ape ,  and  fly,  as  for  thy  Life ,  (i) 
before  the  Dart  fir  ike  through  thy  Liver,  (k)  Give  not  Sleep 
to  thine  Eyes ,  nor  Slumber  to  thine  Eye-licls  :  (I)  Lie  not  down 
upon  thy  Bed  under  unpajdoned  Guilt,  left  Evil  overtake  thee, 
left  the  Sword  of  Divine  Juftice  {hall  fmite  thee  ;  and  whilft 
thou  purpofeft  to  return  to- Morrow,  thou  ihouldft  this  Night  0.0 
and  take  Poffeftion  of  Hell.  0  & 

§•  4-  Return  immediately  ;  and  permit  me  to  add,  return 
folemnly.  Some  very  pious  and  excellent  Divines  have  exprefted 

themfelves 

(d)  Pfal.  xxxviii.  5.  (e)  Jer.  viii.  22.  (f)  Jer.  ii.  25. 

Jer*  ll1-  G  I3t  (^)  ^*1*  cxix.  176.  (i)  Gen,  xix.  17* 

(k)  Prov.  vii.  2 3.  (1 J  Prov,  vi.  4. 
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tlemfelves  upon  this  Head,  in  a  Manner  which  Teems  liable  to 
dangerous  Abufe  ;  when  they  urge  Men  after  a  Fall,  “  not  to 
“  (lay  to  furvey  the  Ground,  nor  to  confider  how  they  came 
<c  to  be  thrown  down,  but  immediately  to  get  up  and  renew 
“  the  Race.”  In  flightcr  Cafes,  the  Advice  is  good  :  But 
when  Confcience  has  fuffered  fuch  violent  Outrage  by  the  Co  ra¬ 
in  iffi  on  of  known,  wilful',  and  deliberate  Sin,  (a  Cafe,  which  one 
would  hope,  fhould  but  feldom  happen  to  thole  who  have  once 
fincerely  entered  on  a  Religious  Courfe,)  I  can  by  no  means 
think,  that  either  Reafon  or  Scripture  encourage  fuch  a  Method. 
Efpecially  would  it  be  improper,  if  the  Ahlion  itfelf  has  been  of 
To  heinous  a  Nature,  that  even  to  have  fallen  into  it  on  the  mod 
fudden  Surprize  of  Temptation  muft  greatly  have  fhamed,  and 
terrified,  and  diftreffed  the  Soul.  Such  an  Affair  is  dreadfully 
folemn,  and  fhould  be  treated  accordingly.  If  this  has  been  the 
fad  Cafe  with  you,  my  then  unhappy  Reader,  I  would  pity  you, 
and  mourn  over  you  ;  and  would  befeech  you,  as  you  tender 
your  Peace,  your  Recovery,  the  Health  and  the  very  Life  of 
your  Soul,  that  you  would  not  loiter  away  an  Hour.  Retire 
immediately  for  ferious  Refledtion.  Break  through  other  En¬ 
gagements  and  Employments,  unlefs  they  be  fuch  as  you  cannot 
in  Confcience  delay  for  a  few  Hours ,  which  can  feldom  happen 
in  the  Circumflance  I  now  fuppofe.  This  is  the  one  Thing  need¬ 
ful.  Set  yourfelf  to  it,  therefore,  as  in  the  Prefence  of  God, 
and  hear  at  large  patiently  and  humbly  what  Confcience  has  to 
fay,  though  it  chide  and  reproach  feverely.  Yea,  earneftly 
pray,  that  God  would  fpeak  to  you  by  Confcience,  and  make 
you  more  thoroughly  to  know  and  feel,  what  an  Evil  and  hit¬ 
ter  1  hing  it  is,  that  you  have  thus  forfaken  him .  (Yn  J  Think 
of  all  the  aggravating  Circumilances  attending  your  Offence  ; 
and  efpecially  think  of  thofe,  which  arife  from  abufed  Mercy 
and  Goodnefs  ;  which  arile,  not  only  from  your  folemn  Vows 
and  Engagements  to  God,  but  from  the  Views  you  have  had 
of  a  Redeemer’s  Love,  feaied  even  in  Blood.  And  are  thefe  the 
Returns  ?  Was  it  not  enough,  that  Christ  fhould  have  been 
thus  injured  by  his  Enemies  ?  Muft  he  be  wounded  in  the  Houfe  of 
his  Friends  too  ?  (n)  Were  you  delivered ,  to  work  fuch  Abomi¬ 
nations  as  thefe  ?  (o)  Did  the  RleiTed  Jesus  groan  and  die  for 
yon,  that  you  might  fin  with  Boldnefs  and  Freedom,  that  you 
might  extratt,  as  it  were,  the  very  Spirit  and  EJfence  of  Sin ,  and 
offend  God  to  a  Height  of  Ingratitude  and  Bafenefs,  which 

(m)  Jer.  ii.  19.  (n)  Zcch.  .xiii,  6,  ( 0)  Jer.  vik  10. 

Q  would 
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OhU!lfrTe  hnVerbee"  in  lhe  Nature  0f  Things  impoffible  ? 

Oh  think  how  juffly  God  might  caft  you  out  from  his  defence  ' 
«ow  juftly  he  might  number  you  amQng  (he  moft  f  ,  Inftancej 

Oh  his  Vengeance  !  And  think,  how  your  Heart  i would  endure 
or  your  Hands  he  Jlrong,  if  he  fhouid  deal  thus  -with  you  >  (nj 
Alas  !  All  your  former  Experiences  would  enhance  your  Senfe 
of  tne  Ruin  and  Mifery,  that  muft  be  feit  in  an  Eternal  Banifh- 
ment  from  the  Divine  Prefence  and  Favour. 

i  5.  Indulge  fuch  Refteaions  as  thefe.  Stand  the  hum¬ 
bling  bight  of  your  Sins  in  fuch  a  View  as  this.  The  more 
odious  and  the  more  painful  it  appears,  the  greater  Profpeft 
there  will  be  of  your  Benefit  by  attending  to  it.  But  the  Mat¬ 
ter  is  not  to  red  here.  All  thefe  Reflexions  are  intended,  not 
to  grieve,  but  to  cure  ;  and  to  grieve  no  more,  than  may  pro¬ 
mote  the  Cure.  You  are  indeed  to  look  upon  Sin:  But  you 
are  alfo,  in  fuch  a  Circumftance,  if  ever,  to  look  upon  Cbriji  ;  to 
lock  upon  hwiy  whom  you.  have  now  pierced  deeper  than  before, 
and  to  mourn  for  him  with  Sincerity  and  Tendernefs.  (q )  The 
God  whom  you  have  injured  and  affronted,  whole  Laws  you 
have  broken,  and  whole  Juflice  you  have  fas  it  were)  challenged 
by  this  foolifh  wretched  Apoflacy,  is  neverthelefs  a  ?noft  merciful 
GOD.  (r)  You  cannot  be  fo  ready  to  return  to  him,  as  he  is 
to  receive  you.  Even  now  does  he,  as  it  were,  follicit  a  Recon¬ 
ciliation,  by  thofe  tender  Impreflions  which  he  is  making  upon 
your  Heart.  But  remember,  how  he  will  he  reconciled.  It  is  in 
the  very  fame  Way,  in  which  you  made  your  flrft  Approach 
to  him  ;  in  the  Name,  and  for  the  Sake,  of  his  dear  Son.  Come 
therefore,  in  an  humble  Dependance  upon  him.  Renew  your 
Application  to  Jesus,  that  his  Blood  may  (asitwerej  be  fprink- 
led  upon  your  Soul,  and  your  Soul  may  thereby  be  purified,  and 
your  Guilt  removed.  This  very  Sin  of  yours,  which  the  Blef- 
fed  God  forefaw,  increafed  the  Weight  of  your  Redeemer’s 
Sufferings  :  It  was  concerned  in  fhedding  his  Blood.  Humbly 
go,  and  place  your  Wounds,  as  it  were,  under  the  Droppings 
of  that  precious  Balm,  by  which  alone  they  can  be  healed. 
That  compaflionate  Saviour  will  delight  to  reflore  you,  when 
you  lie  as  an  humble  Suppliant  at  his  Feet,  and  will  gracioufly 
take  Part  with  you  in  that  Peace  and  Pleafure  which^he  gives. 
Through  him  renew  your  Covenant  with  God,  that  broken  Co¬ 
venant,  the  Breach  of  which  Divine  Juftice  might  teach  you  to 
know  by  terrible  Things  in  Righteoufnefs  :  (s)  But  Mercy  allows 

of 

(p)  Ezek.  xxii.  14.  (qj  Zech.  xii.  10.  (r)  Deut.  iy.  31. 

( s)  Pfal.  lxv.  5. 
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t>f  Accommodation.  Let  the  Confcioufnefs  and  Remembrance 
of  that  Breach  engage  you  to  enter  into  Covenant  anew,  under 
a  deeper  Senfe  than  ever  of  your  own  Weaknefs,  and  with  a 
more  cordial  Dependance  on  Divine  Grace  for  your  Security, 
than  you  have  ever  yet  entertained.  I  know,  you  will  be  ajha- 
tned  to  prefent  yourfelf  among  the  Children  of  God  in  his  Sanc¬ 
tuary,  and  efpecially  at  his  Table,  under  a  Confcioufnefs  of  fo 
much  Guilt:  But  break  through  that  Shame,  if  Providence  open 
you  the  Way.  You  would  be  humbled  before  your  offended 
Father  :  But  furely,  there  is  no  Place  where  you  are  more  like 
to  be  humbled,  than  when  you  fee  yourfelf  in  his  Houfe  ;  and 
no  Ordinance  adminiftred  there  can  lay  you  lower,  than  that 
in  which  Chriji  is  evidently  Jet  forth ,  as  crucified  before  your 
Eyes.  ( t)  Sinners  are  the  only  Perfons  who  have  Bufinefs  there. 
The  beft  of  Men  comfe  to  that  Sacred  Table,  as  Sinners  :  As 
fuch  make  your  Approach  to  it  ;  yea,  as  the  great  eft  of  Sinners  ; 
as  one  who  needs  the  Blood  of  Jefus,  as  much  as  any  Creature 
upon  Earth. 

§.  6.  And  let  me  remind  you  of  one  Thing  more  :  If  your 
Fall  has  been  of  fuch  a  Nature  as  to  give  any  Scandal  to  others , 
be  not  at  all  concerned  to  fave  Appearances,  and  to  moderate 
thole  Mortifications  which  deep  Humiliation  before  them  would 
occafon .  The  Depth  and  Pain  of  that  Mortification  is  indeed 
an  excellent  Medicine,  which  God  has  in  wife  Goodnefs  ap¬ 
pointed  for  you  in  fuch  Circumflances  as  thefe.  In  fuch  a  Cafe, 
confefs  your  Fault  with  the  greateh  Franknefs  :  Aggravate  it  to 
the  utm@ft  :  Intreat  Pardon,  and  Prayer,  from  thofe  whom  yoi* 
have  offended.  Then,  and  never  till  then,  will  you  be  in  the 
Way  to  Peace  :  Not  by  palliating  a  Fault,  not  by  making  vain 
Excufes,  not  by  objeding  to  the  Manner  in  which  others  may- 
have  treated  you  ;  as  if  the  leaft  Excels  of  Rigour  in  a  faithful 
Admonition  were  a  Crime  equal  to  fome  great  Immorality  that 
occafloned  it.  This  can  only  proceed  from  the  Madnefs  of 
Pride  and  Self  Love  :  It  is  the  Senfibility  ofa  Wound,  which  is 
hardened,  fwelled,  and  inflamed  ;  and  it  muff  be  reduced,  and 
cooled,  and  fuppled,  before  it  can  pofiibly  be  cured.  To  be 
cenfuicd,  and  condemned  by  Men,  will  be  but  a  little  Grievance, 
to  a  Soul  thoroughly  humbled  and  broken  under  a  Senfe  of 
having  incurred  the  condemning  Sentence  of  God.  Such  a  one 
will  rather  defire  to  glorify  GOD ,  by  fubmitcing  to  deferved 
Blame  ;  ana  will  fear  deceiving  others  into  a  more  favourable 
Opinion  of  him,  than  he  inwardly  knows  hinifelf  to  deierve. 

„  Os  Thefe 

ft)  Ga!.  iii.  1. 
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Thefe  are  the  Sentiments  which  God  gives  to  the  fincere  Peni¬ 
tent  in  fuch  a  Cafe  ;  and  by  this  means  He  reftores  him  to  that 
t-rcdit  and  Regard  among  others,  which  he  does  not  know  how 
to  leek;  btit  which  nevenhclefs.for  the  Sake  both  of  his  Comfort 
and  Ufelulnefs,  God  wills  that  he  Ihould  have;  and  which  it  is 
humanly  fpeaking,  impoffible  for  him  to  recover  any  other  Way, 
But  there  is  lomething  fo  honourable  in  the  frank  Acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  a  vault,  and  in  deep  Humiliation  for  it,  that  all  who 
lee  it,  mult  needs  approve  it.  They  pity  an  Offender,  who  is 
brought  to  fuch  a  Difpofition;  and  endeavour  to  comfort  him 

with  returning  Expreffions,  not  only  of  their  Love,  but  of  their 
Liteem  too. 

§.  7.  Excuse  this  Digrelhon,  which  may  fuit  fome  Cafes  ; 
and  which  would  fuit  many  more,  if  a  regular  Difcipline  were 
to  e  exerciled  in  Churches  :  Por  on  fuch  a  Suppofition,  the 
Loid  s  Supper  could  not  be  approached  after  vifible  and  fcanda- 
lous  Falls,  without  folemn  Confeflion  of  the  Offence,  and  De¬ 
clarations  of  Repentance.  On  the  other  hand,  there  may  be  In- 
ffances  of  fad  Apoftacy,  where  the  Crime,  tho1  highly  aggra¬ 
vated  before  God,  may  not  fall  under  human  Notice.  In  this 
Cafe,  lemember,  that  your  Bufinefsis  with  Him,  to  whofe  pier- 
cing  Eye  every  Thing  appears  in  its  juft  Light  :  Before  Him 
therefore  proflrate  your  Souls,  and  feek  a  folemn  Reconciliation 
with  Him,  confirmed  by  the  Memorials  of  his  dying  Son. 
And  when  this  is  done,  imagine  not,  that  becaufe  you  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  1  okens  of  Pardon,  the  Guilt  of  your  Jlpojlacy  is  to  be 
forget  at  once.  Bear  it  ftill  in  your  Memory  for  future  Caution  : 
Lament  it  before  God,  in  the  frequent  Returns  of  fecret  Devotion 
efpeciahy  :  and  view  with  Humiliation  the  Scars  of  thofe  Wounds 
which  your  own  Folly  occafioned,  even  when  by  divine  Grace 
they  aie  thoroughly  healed.  For  God  eflablifhes  his  Covenant, 
not  to  remove  the  Senfe  of  every  paft  Abomination,  but  that 
thou  may  eft  remember  thy  W ays,  and  be  confounded,  and  never  open 
thy  Mouth  any  more  becaufe  of  thy  Shame ,  even  when  lam  pacifed 
towards  thee  for  all  that  thou  hajl  done,  faith  the  Lord  (uj. 

§.  8.  And  now  upon  the  whole,  if  you  defire  to  attain  fuch 
a  Temper,  and  to  return  by  fuch  Steps  as  thefe,  then  im¬ 
mediately  fail  down  before  God,  and  pour  out  your  Heart  in  his 
Prefence,  in  Language  like  this. 


( u)  Ezck.  xvi.  6j* 
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Ch.  23»  rA  Prayer  for  one  fallen  into  grajs  Sin. 

A  PRATER  for  one  <who  has  fallen  into  grofs  Sin ,  after  Religious 
Refolutions  and  Engagements. 

“  S~\  H  Mod  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God  !  when  I  ferioufly 
««  reflect  on  thy  fpotlefs  Purity,  and  on  the  drift  and 

“  impartial  Methods  of  Thy  deady  Adminidration,  together 
4t  with  that  Almighty  Power  of  Thine,  which  is  able  to 
44  carry  every  Thought  of  Thine  Heart  into  immediate  and  full 
44  Execution,  I  may  judly  appear  before  Thee  this  Day  with 
u  Shame  and  Terror,  in  Confnnon  and  Condernation  of  Spirit. 
44  This  Day,  Oh  my  God,  this  dark  mournful  Day,  would  I 
44  take  Occafion  to  look  back  to  that  fad  Source  of  our  Guilt 
«  and  our  Mifery,  the  Apodacy  of  our  common  Parents,  and  lay 
44  with  thine  offending  Servant  David,  Behold,  1  voasfhapen  in 
4C  Iniquity,  and  in  Sin  did  my  Mother  co?iceive  me  (w).  This 
*  Day  would  I  lament  all  the  fatal  Confeqaences  of  fuch  a  Def- 
cc  cent,  with  Regard  to  myfelf.  And  Oh  how  many  have  they 

44  been  ! - -  The  Remembrance  of  the  Sins  of  my  unconvert- 

se  ed  State,  and  the  Failings  and  Infirmities  of  my  After  life, 
te  may  judly  confound  me:  How  much  more  iuch  a  Scene,  as 
46  now  lies  before  my  Confcience,  and  before  Thine  all  feeing 
4t  Eye?  For  Thou  Oh  Lord,  knovoeft  my  Foolijhnefs ,  and  my  Sins 
44  are  not  hid from  'bee  ( x).  Thou  telle  ft  all  my  Wanderings 
44  from  thy  Statutes  (y )  :  Thou  feed,  and  thou  .  recorded 
f:  every  Indance  of  my  Difobedience  to  Thee,  and  of  my  Re- 
41  bellion  againd  Thee  :  Thou  feed  it  in  every  aggravated  Cir- 
44  cumdance  which  I  can  difeern,  and  in  many  more  which  I 
“  have  never  obferved  or  reflefted  upon.  How  then  diall  I 
46  appear  in  thy  P  re  fence,  or  lift  up  my  Face  to  Thee  (z )  !  lam 
64  full  of  Confufion  (z),  and  feel  a  fecret  Regret  in  the  Thought 
44  of  applying  to  Thee  :  But,  Oh  Lord  to  uehom  fhould  1  go,  but 
44  unto  Thee  (bj  ;  unto  Thee,  on  whom  depends  my  Life,  or 
44  my  Death  ;  unto  Thee,  who  alone  cand  take  away  that 
“  Burthen  of  Guilt,  which  now  preffes  me  down  to  the  Dud  ; 
44  who  alone  cand  redore  to  my  Soul  that  Red  and  Peace 
44  which  I  have  lod,  and  which  I  deferve  forever  to  lofe  ? 

“  Behold  me,  Oh  Lord  God,  falling  down  at  thy  Feet  ! 
44  Behold  me,  pleading  guilty  in  thy  Prefence,  and  furrendering 
44  myfelf  to  that  Judice  which  I  cannot  efcape  !  I  have  not  one 
41  Word  to  offer  in  my  own  Vindication,  in  my  own  Excufe. 
46  Words,  far  from  being  able  to  clear  up  my  Innocence,  can 

O  3  “  never 

(w)  Pfal.  li.  5.  (x)  Pfal.  lxix.  5,  (y)  Pfal.  lvi.  8. 

(z)  Ezr.  ix.  6,  (a)  Job  x.  15,  (b)  John  vi.  68. 
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«<  Sr'  the  En0rmity  and  Demeritofmy 

l  *  ,  .^ou’  ^orcJ,  and  Thou  only  knoweft  to  the  full 

de'ft  hjmous  and  how  aggravated  it  is.  Thine  Infinite  Un- 
derllanding  alone  can  fathom  the  Infinite  Depth  of  its  Mali*. 

mty.  I  am  on  many  Accounts,  molt  unable  to  do  it  I  can 

IhaveTefoifed6  [acred  Majefy,  whole  Authority 

cies  wh  ch  f  t,’  n°rri,e  ^“mber  and  Varie[y  of  thofe  Mer- 
Value  of  fl?D?d  a£amft’  1  Cannot  con«ive  the 

fuliv  to  1  J°°d  ,oitt>y  dear  Son,  which  I  have  ungrate- 
«f  s  y,,0“Plcd  under  mY  Feet  ;  nor  the  Dignity  of  that 

“  be^ende"^  1  W>  asPar  as  I  could, 

“  as  with  aft  L  1°  ?PIP°fe’  Bnd  Wh0fe  Work  1  have  ^en, 
..  it  we  f  WhT  ^labouring  t0  und°.  and  to  tear  up  (  al 

ther  ha  'nat  P  an.tatl0n  ofH,.  Grace,  which  I  (hould  ra¬ 
ve  been  willing  to  have  guarded  with  my  Life  and 

mv  CondiS  t7  B[°°d-  ,  °h  the  Fafenefs  and  Madn^of 
e‘  w  °,nd  7  '  7hat  d  thus,  as  it  were,  rend  open  the 

Wounds  of  my  Soul,  of  which  I  had  died  long  ’ere  thl had 

..  0wn  Fland  applied  a  Remedy,  had^ot  thine’onfy 

“  fu7  7°  PrfPaf  “  !0That  1  violate  the  Covenant  I 

have  made  v.ith  thee  by  Sacrifice  (c),  by  the  Memorials  of  huh 

?uihvff\ •°R  7en  °J  Z‘{US  my  Lord'  wbereby  1  am  become 
gnt/ty  of  hi,  Body  and  Blood  (d)  /  That  I  fliould  bring  fuch 

Difhonour  upon  Religion  too,  by  fo  unfutable  a  Walk,  and 

perhaps  open  the  Mouths  of  its  greatcft  Enemies  to  infult  it 

ra/nrLr?  prei“ikt  fon,e  •2"“ * » ,k“ 

V  P  W?nderf  °  f’°rd  God>  tbat  I  am  here  to  own  all  this. 

vonder,  thou  haft  not  long  ago  appeared  as  a  /swift  Wit - 
nef,  agatnft  me  (e)  ;  that  thou  haft  not  difcharged  the  Thun- 

th>'  flamlr'S  Wrath  again!!  me,  and  crullied  me 
wto  Hell  ;  making  me  there  a  Terror  to  all  about  me,  as  well 
as  to  my  feif,  by  a  Vengeance  and  Ruin,  to  be  diftin- 

guiihed  even  there,  where  all  are  miferablc  and  all 

hopelefs. 

“  On  God,  Thy  Patience  is  marvellous .'  But  how  much  more 
snarve  lcu,  is  thy  Grace,  which  after  all  this  invites  me  to 
i  Lee  V\  hile  1  am  here  giving  Judgment  again!!  my  felf, 
that  I  oeferve  to  die,  to  die  forever,  Thou  art  fending  me  the 
Vordsof  everlafting  Life,  and  calling  me,  as  *  back/liding 
Child  to return  unto  Thee  ffj.  Behold  therefore.  Oh  Lord, 
invited  by  IhyWord,  and  encouraged  by  Thy  Grace,/ 
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CCT7*  C 

Ffal.  1.  5.  (d)  1  Cor.  xi.  27.  (e)  Mai.  iii.  5.  (fj  Jer.  iij.  3J 


Ch.  23  [  after  former  Religious  Engagements , 


iS  come  ;  and  great  as  my  Tranfgreflions  are,  I  humbly  befcech 
«<  Thee  freely  to  pardon  them  :  Becaufe  I  know,  that  though 
««  my  Sins  have  reached  unto  Heaven  (g),  and  are  lifted  up  even 
“  to  the  Skies  (h),  ‘Thy  Mercy ,  O  Lord,  is  above  the  Heavens  (\). 
“  Extend  that  Mercy  to  me,  O  Heavenly  Father  ;  and  dilplay, 
«  in  this  illuftrious  lnftance,  the  Riches  of  Thy  Grace,  and  the 
“  Prevalency  of  thy  Son’s  Blood  !  For  furely,  if  fuch  crimfon 
“  Sins  as  mine  may  be  made  white  as  Snovj  and  as  Wool  (ky, 
“  and  if  fuch  a  Revolter  as  Iambebro’tto  eternal  Glory, 
“  Earth  muft,  fo  far  as  it  is  known,  be  filled  with  Wonder, 
“  and  Heaven  with  Praife ;  and  the  greate#  Sinner  may  chear- 
“  fully  apply  for  Pardon,  if  I  the  Chief  of  Sinners  find  it.  And 
“  Oh  that,  when  I  have  lain  mourning,  and  as  it  were  bleeding 
“  at  thy  Feet,  as  long  as  thou  thinke#  proper.  Thou  would#  at 
length  heal  this  Soul  of  mine  which  hath  Sinned  again#  Fhcc 
[\J  ;  and  give  me  Beauty  for  Afbes ,  the  Oil  of  fay  for  Mourning , 
“  and  the  Garment  of  Praife  for  the  Spirit  of  Heavinefs{m)  !  OK 
“  that  Thou  would#  at  length  re  fore  unto  me  the  Joy  of  thy  Sal- 
t(  vation ,  and  make  me  to  hear  Songs  of  Gladnefsy  that  the  Bones 
<e  which  Thou  haft  broken  may  rejoice  fn)  !  Then,  when  a  Sen fe 
c<  of  Thy  forgiving  Love  is  fhed  abroad  upon  my  Heart,  and  it 
4<  is  cheared  with  the  Voice  of  Pardon,  1  will  proclaim  Thy 
i(  Grace  to  others  ;  I  will  teach  Tranfgrejfors  ‘Thy  Ways ,  and 
“  Sinners  / hall  be  converted  unto  'Thee  (o)  ;  Thofe,  that  have  been 
backfliding  from  Thee,  [hall  be  encouraged  to  feek  Thee  by 
my  happy  Experience,  which  I  will  gladly  proclaim  for  thy 
«  Glory,  tho’  it  be  to  my  own  Shame  and  Confufion  of  Face. 
t(  And  may  this  Joy  of  the  Lord  be  my  Strength ,  (p)  fo  that  in  it 
«  I  may  ferve  Thee  henceforward  with  a  Vigour  and  Zeal  far 
«  beyond  what  I  have  hitherto  known  / 

“  This  I  would  afk,  with  all  humble  Submifiion  to  Thy 
Will ;  for  I  prefume  not  to  infift  upon  it.  If  Thou  fhouldlt 
<c  fee  fit  to  make  me  a  Warning  to  others,  by  appointing  that 
u  I  fhould  walk  all  my  Days  in  Darknefs,  and  at  la#  die  under 
“  a  Cloud,  Thy  Will  be  done  f  But,  Oh  God,  extend  Mercy  for 
Thy  Son’s  Sake,  to  this  linful  Soul  at  la# ;  and  give  me  fome 
€f  Place,  though  it  were  at  the  Feet  of  all  thine  other  Servants 
in  the  Regions  of  Glory  !  Oh  bring  me  at  length,  tho’  it 
*c  fhould  be  thro’  the  gloomieft  Valley  that  any  have  ever  pafled, 
“  into  that  blefifed  World,  where  I  fhall  depart  from  God  no 


O  4 


(g)  Rev.  xviii.5. 
fk)  Ifa.  i.  18. 

(nj  Pfal  li.  8,  12, 


(h)  Jer  li.  9. 

(1)  Pfal.  xli.  4. 
(0)  Pfakli.  13. 
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n‘  Cafe  °f  GOD's  hiding  his  Face, '  Ch  - 

niQre,  where  I  {hall  wound  my  own  CnnfnVrr*  j  ». 
our  Thy  Holy  Name  no  more  !  Then  fhal/mv  T 
Joofed,  how  lonp  foever  it  miahr  h rrP  i  ^  f0nSue  be 

::  ■>'  g“'“  -  -  "rS'Kait  bst"d'Yhe 

“  S'avcof  Si„!as  I  mZ^oi  edge tweff  t S  !°  ”*™T 
“  me,  from  Returns  into  Bondag?  aSVe^  pS  b™°ght 
tore  the  Dignity  and  Holinel  of  thofe?  who  afe  5  ’  *v 

,  Pnefts  unto  GOD  (qj.  Amen."  K  p  and 

(c[)  Rev.  i.  6. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

i 

The  Cafe  of  the  Christian  under  the 
Hidings  of  God,s  Face. 

™TohnZf  DitZf  5:  f  h  tenifies  the  ^drawing  the 

T,  Z  l  °  \  FaV°Ur’  z’  whlch  are  thief y  fpiritual  k  , 

miwiltffZ  l”T '/v  h0WJ°Sn  the  Cafe  ™3  * his  own,  \  £ 
lowin?  ’D{r  ‘Je  tnd  “  a  very  Manful  h-  5.  the  fol- 

Zer  it  {f  lZ%$Wen  :  HP  be  humble  ™d  P*#‘* 

VZ  '  \\r  (  }  l0g°  onfieadlh  *»  the  Way  of  Duty.  k. 7 

Jet  «H  °JeTu  telieV,ing  AM,icati°n  Blood  0} 

$*£*/„*  %£  Sufplica,1°nf°r  °ne  und"  thefe  mourn- 


I. 


PiERiEr'S  3  Cafe  W,11'cl1  often  0CCIJrs  in  the  Chri- 
m,rll  f—.  'an  ■re’rWj!lch  ,her  who  accuflom  themfelves 
HP  HHHH  °f  Deyotion,  have  been  ufed  to  call  the 
of :Crn  /  f ace’  Ic  1S  3  Pi,ra(’e  borrowed  from  the  Word 

rr  •  ’  Wlich  f  h°Pe  may  belter  it  from  Contempt  at  the firfl 
hearing.  It  will  be  my  Bufinefs  in  this  Chapter,  to  date  it  as 
plainly  as  I  can,  ana  then  to  give  fome  Advices  as  to  your  own 
Condud  when  yon  fall  into  it,  as  it  is  very  probable  von  may 
before  you  have  fimfted  your  Journey  through  this  WilderrH 

c  H*-  Mla*‘”g°f  itm ay  partly  be  utiderliocd  by  the 
oppofite  Phra.e  or  God’s  caijhg  his  Face  to  fine  upon  a  Perfon, 

ut  :,-m  hlm  Light  of  his  Countenance .  This  feems 


10 


Ch.  24I  What  is  meant  by  GOD's  hiding  his  Face.  20! 

to  carry  in  it  an  Allufion  to  the  pleafant  and  delightful  Appear¬ 
ance  which  the  Face  of  a  Friend  has,  and  specially  it  in  a  lupe- 
rior  Relation  of  Life,  when  he  converles  with  thoie  whom  he 
loves  and  delights  in.  Thus  Job,  when  (peaking  of  the  Regard 
paid  him  by  his  Attendants,  fays,  if  1  Jmilcd  upon  them,  they  be¬ 
lieved  it  not,  and  the  Light  of  my  Countenance  they  caft^  not  down  ; 
(a)  that  is,  they  were  careful,  in  fuch  an  agreeable  Circumllance, 
to  do  nothing  to  diipleafe  me,  or  (as  we  fpeak)  to  cloud  my 
Brovj.  And  David,  when  expreffing  his  Defire  of  the  Mani- 
feftation  of  God’s  Favour  to  him,  fays ,  Lord,  lift  thou  up  the 
Light  of  thy  Countenance  upo?i  me  ;  and,  as  the  EfFeFf  of  it,  de¬ 
clares,  Thou  haf  put  Gladnefs  in  my  Heart ,  more  than  if  Corn  and 
Wine  increafed  (b).  Nor  is  it  impoffible,  that  in  this  Phrafe,  as 
ufed  by  David,  there  may  be  fome  Allufion  to  the  bright  fhin- 
ing  forth  of  the  Shekinah,  that  is,  the  Luftre  which  dwelt  in  the 
Cloud  as  the  vifible  Sign  of  the  Divine  Prefence  with  Ifrael , 
which  God  was  pleafed  peculiarly  to  manifell;  upon  fome  pub- 
lick  Occafions,  as  a  Token  of  his  Favour  and  Acceptance. — On 
the  other  Hand  therefore,  for  God  to  hide  his  Face,  muff  imply 
the  with  holding  the  Tokens  of  his  Favour,  and  muft  be  efteemed 
a  Mark  of  his  Difpleafure.  Thus  IJaiah  ufes  it  ;  Tour  Iniquities 
have  feparated  betvoeeri  you  and  your  GOD,  and  your  Sins  have  hid 
his  Face  from  you,  that  he  voill  not  hear.  ( c)  And  again,  thou 
haft  hid  thy  Face  from  us,  as  not  regarding  the  Calamities  we 
fufFer,  and  haft  confumed  us,  becaufe  of  our  Iniquities,  [d]  So 
likewife,  for  God  to  hide  his  Face  from  our  Sins,  [e]  dignifies  to 
overlook  them,  and  to  take  no  farther  Notice  of  them.  The 
fame  Idea  is,  at  other  Times,  expreffed  by  GOD's  hiding  his 
Eyes  [f]  from  Perfons  of  a  Character  difagreeable  to  him,  when 
they  come  to  addrefs  him  with  their  Petitions,  not  vouchfafing 
(as  it  were)  to  look  towards  them.  This  is  plainly  the  Scrip¬ 
tural  Senfe  of  the  Word  ;  and  agreeably  to  this,  it  is  gene¬ 
rally  ufed  by  Ckriftians  in  our  Day,  and  every  Thing  which 
feems  a  Token  of  Divine  Difpleafure  towards  them  is  expreffed 
by  it. 

3.  It  is  farther  to  be  obferved  here,  that  the  Things  which 
they  judge  to  be  Manifeftations  of  Divine  Favour  towards  them, 
or  Complacency  in  them,  are  not  only,  nor  chiefly  of  a  Temporal 
Nature,  or  fuch  as  merely  relate  to  the  Bleflings  of  this  Animal 
and  Periihing  Life.  David,  though  the  Promifes  of  the  Law 
had  a  continual  Reference  to  fuch,  yet  was  taught  to  look  far¬ 
ther, 

(a)  Job  xxix.  24.  (b)  Pfal.  iv.  6,  7.  (c)  Ifai.  lix.  2. 

[d]  Ifai.  lxiv,  7,  [ej  Pfal.  li.  9.  [f]  Ifai.  1.  15* 


So'2 


This  may  foot!  come  to  be  the  Cafe  with  you.  Qb .  24. 


ther,  and  defcribes  them  as  preferahl^  tn  0^1  .1,  c  ... 

*  Cm-r>~  » mJr!% 

them  to  be  fo"’.  “ptrvL  m  a"'e®"8' d° 

rr  ?"“% »» -”i  °»v,s  rr;r  r;k: «« st 

LefTons  of  true  Religion  All  n  -v/  r  ,  ,  ,  hrlt 

Beauty  of  the  T nr. J  /M  *  u-  r  Daqjld  {ays»  °f  beholding  the 
Joeauty  of  the  Lora,  (h)  or  being  (atisfied  at  with  Marrow  and 

Fatnefs,  when  he  remembred  him  on  hi.  Tied  Hi  l  ,,  a™ 
the  Gocdnef,  of  t;,  Ur  J  atd>  U  as  welI  as  ninth 

ft  %  h,s  Houfe,  wen  of  his  Holy  ‘temble  I’M  is  >n  He 

aken  m  the  fame  Senfe,  and  can  need  very  lifi  Expiation 

Lfhl  f  S0Ul  ®Ht  th°fe  hav«  bLn  the 

•4  *  -D  S  Countenance,  and  the  Shinings  of  his  Face  will 

Z  Pr0/0rtl0»  t0  the  Degree  of  that  Knowledge  be  able  to 

%Ze7l  NT°hn  °fthe  »***  °f  h“  Care,  or  fhe ’  withdrawn* 
lit  l°kens. he  has  g'ye«  bis  People  of  his  Prefence  and  favour 

^*rrS  f £aty  imb'!tCrS  ProfPerity  ;  as  where  the  con - 

Senfe  o/it!^’  “  fWeetenS  Affliaion’  and  often  fallows  up  the 

§.  4.  And  give  me  leave  to  remind  you,  my  Chriliian  Friend 
(for  under  that  Charadler  I  now  addrdswy  Reader  ,  "hat  7o  be 

X  itTd  °‘  ,\s“‘ f  ,»a  rfl 

now  have  the  Pleafure  to  fee  W  Bf k  Z^Z/2™  "/I 

’  or  £bough  it  may  even  feem  to  be  Sun-ihine  and  High 
Noon  in  your  Souls.  You  may  lofe  your  lively  Views  of  the 
Divine  Pcrfeflions  and  Glories,  in  the  Contemplation  of  which 
you  now  find  that  inward  Satisfaflion.  You  may  think  of  the 
Divine  VVifdom  and  Power,  of  the  Divine  Mercy  and  Fidelity, 
as  well  as  of  his  Righteoufnefs  and  Holinefs,  and  fed  little  in¬ 
ward  Complacency  of  Soul  in  the  View  :  It  may  be,  with  Re- 
fpedl  to  any  lively  Impreflion,  as  if  it  were  the  Contemplation 
fe,  ,yn°f„  »  common  Objeft.  It  may  feem  to  you,  as  if  you 
had  loft  all  Idea  to  thofe  important  Words,  though  the  View  has 
iometimes  1  wallowed  up  your  whole  Soul  in  Tranfports  of  Afto- 
mfhment.  Admiration,  and  Love.  You  may  lofe  your  delightful 
rjnfZf.the  Divine  Favour.  It  may  be  Matter  of  great  and 
lad  Douot  with  you,  whether  you  do  indeed  belong  to  God  ; 

and  a.l  the  Work  of  his  Elefled  Spirit  may  be  fo  veiled  and 

1  aded  in  the  Soul,  that  the  peculiar  Chara&ers,  by  which  the 
Hand  of  that  Sacred  Agent  might  be  dillinguifhed,  fball  be  in 
a  great  Meaiureloil ;  and  you  may  be  ready  to  imagine,  you 

r,  fgL7fa  -  ,V-  7 •  W  p61.  xxvii.  4.  [i]  Pfal,  kiii.  5,  6. 

[k]  K al.  Ixv.  4* 


Ch.  24. 


Tour  Caje  'will  thus  he  for  rowful  indeed  :  20  J 

have  only  deluded  yourfelf  in  all  the  former  Hopes  you  have 
entertained.  In  Confecjuence  of  this,  thofe  Ordinances,  in  which 
you  now  rejoice,  may  grow  very  uncomfortable  to  you,  even 
when  you  do  indeed  defire  Communion  with  God  in  them. 
You  may  hear  the  moll  delightful  Evangelical  P ruths  opened, 
you  may  hear  the  Privileges  of  God’s  Children  molt  affe&i- 
onatcly  reprefented,  and  not  be  aware  that  you  have  any  Part 
or  Lot  in  this  Matter  ;  and  from  that  very  Coldnefs  and  InfeQr 
fibility  may  be  drawing  a  farther  Argument,  that  you  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them.  And  then  your  Heart  may  meditate 
Terror,  [1]  and  under  the  Diftrefs  that  overwhelms  you,  your 
deareft  Enjoyments  may  be  reflected  upon  as  adding  to  the 
Weight  of  it,  and  making  it  more  fenfible,  while  you  confider 
that  you  had  once  fuch  a  Take  for  thefe  Things,  and  have  now 
loft  it  all.  So  that  perhaps  it  may  feem  to  you,  that  they,  who 
never  felt  any  Thing  at  all  of  Religious  Imprefiions,  are  hap¬ 
pier  than  you,  or  at  leaftare  lefs  miierable.  You  may  perhaps, 
in  thefe  melancholy  Hours,  even  doubt,  whether  you  ever 
prayed  at  all  ;  and  whether  all  that  you  called  your  Enjoyment 
of  God,  were  not  fome  falfe  Delight,  excited  by  the  great  Enemy 
of  Souls,  to  make  you  apprehend  that  your  State  was  good,  that 
fo  you  might  continue  his  more  fecure  Prey. 

§.  5.  Such  as  this  may  be  your  Cafe  for  a  confiderable 
Time  ;  and  Ordinances  may  be  attended  in  vain,  and  the  Pre¬ 
fence  of  God  may  be  in  vain  fought  in  them.  You  may  pour 
out  your  Soul  in  Private,  and  then  come  to  Publick  Worlhip, 
and  find  little  Satisfaction  in  either  ;  but  be  forced  to  take  up 
the  Pfalmif's  Complaint ;  My  GOD,  1  cry  in  the  Day-Time,  but 
thou  heareji not  ;  and  in  the  Night -Seajon ,  and  am  not  flent ;  [mj 
or  that  of  Job,  Behold,  I  go  forward,  but  he  is  not  there,  and 
backward,  but  1  cannot  perceive  him  ;  on  the  Left  Hand  where 
he  doth  work,  but  1  cannot  behold  him  ;  he  hideth  himfclf  on  the 
Right  Hand,  that  I  cannot  fee  him  :  [n]  So  that  all,  which  looked 
like  Religion  in  your  Mind,  fliall  feem,  as  it  were,  to  be  melted 
into  Grief,  or  chilled  into  Fear,  or  crufhed  into  a  deep  Senfe 
of  your  own  Unworthinefs  ;  in  Confequence  of  which,  you 
fhall  not  dare  fo  much  as  to  lift  up  your  Eyes  before  God,  and 
be  almoft  afhamed  to  take  your  Place  in  a  worshipping  AfTembly 
among  any  that  you  think  his  Servants.  I  have  known  this  to 
be  the  Cafe  of  fome  excellent  Chriftians ,  whofe  Improvements 
in  Religion  have  been  diftinguifhed,  and  whom  God  hath  ho¬ 
noured  above  many  of  their  Brethren  in  what  he  hath  done  for 

them, 

[1]  Ifai,  axxiii.  18.  [m]  Pfak  xxii.  2.  [n]  Job.  xxiii.  8,  9. 


*  "  oe  humble  and  patient  under  it. 


24. 

them  and  by  them.  Give  me  leave  therefore  having  tW  A* 
imbed  it,  to  offer  you  fome  plain  Advices  with  Regard  to  t 
and  let  not  that  be  imputed  to  Rnthufiaftick  Fancy,  which  pm 

Hand  Z  f  “  ln,1Tte  and  fre^uent  View  of  A  on  theone 
Hand,  and  from  a  fincere  affedionate  Defire,  on  the  o'her  to 

relieve  the  tender  pious  Heart  in  fo  defolate  a  State  At  lead 

provedPbvT/ded’  theo,Att,empt  wiI1  not  be  overlooked  or  difap-’ 
P  ed  b y  the  great  Shepherd  of  the  Sheep,  [o]  who  has  charoed 
us  to  comfort  the  Feeble-minded,  [p]  J  3rged 

and  obvious'-V Tlf  AdvkeS\1  have  t0  Sive  fou,  are  very  plain 
and  FI  1  hey„carry  'b=‘r  own  Reafon  along  with  them  • 

rein  I?6’  W!  kad  t0  "S**  them  l 

rs  ir'fi " 

Own,  that  the  Lord  is  righteous,  but  thatyt' %s 
Far  ts  not  heavy,  that  it  cannot  hear  ;  bat  your  lniyuiluf hade 
fparated  between  you  and  your  GOD,  and  your  Sins  have  hid  his 

iforiTm?  d  vm  n°\  ^  [r]'  B°W  y°ark]f  ‘before 

before  him,  and  own, that  you  have  deferved  all  ;  deferved  not 

dnJ  that  y°ur  Sun  fll°uld  be  clouded,  but  that  it  fhould  go 
down,  and  anfe  no  more,  but  leave  your  Soul  in  a  State  of  ever- 
Jaflmg  Darknefs.  And  while  the  Shade  continues,  be  not  im¬ 
patient  Fret  not  yourje/f  in  any  wife,  buf  rather,  with  a  holy 
Calmnefs  and  Gentlenefs  of  SouJ,  wait  on  the  Lord  [si.  Be 

Honegfh°fftt,ay  h‘f,Tife’  TllinS  t0  bear  his  Frown,  in  humble 
ope  that  he  will  at  length  return  and  have  Companion  on  youhl 

He  has  not  utterly. forgotten  to  be  gracious,  nor  refolved,  that  he 

,  be favourable  no  more  [u].  For  the  Lord  -will  not  caft  off 

for  ever  ;  but  tho ’  he  caufe  Grief,  yet  will  he  have  Companion 

accorasng  to  the  Multitude  of  his  Mercies.  [x]  It  is  comparatively 

Out  for  a  fmall  Moment  that  he  hides  his  Face  from  you  ■  but 

you  may  humbly  hope,  that  with  great  Mercies  be -mill gather 

you,  and  that  with  everlafiing  Kindne/s  he  will  have  Mercy 

as  you.  [y]  Tbefe  fuitable  Words  are  net  mine,  but  his  ;  and 

they  wear  ^  this,  as  in  the  very  Front  of  them,  “  That  a 

“  S?u!’  Uder  df  °f  G0D'S  Face,  may  at  lead  be  one 

Whom  he  will  gather,  and  to  whom  he  will  extend  everlaflinr 

§.  7.  But  while  the  Darknefs  continues,  “  go  on  in  the  Way 

[o]  Heb.  xiii.  20  [p]  I  Theff.  v.  14.  [q]  Lam.  i.  18 
W  J'"-  !«•  *,  2-  [*]  Pfal.  xxxvii.  8,  34.  [,j  Jer.  xii.  13 
fuj  Pfal.  Ixxvn.  7,  5.  [xj  Lam.  iii.  3i,  32.  [y]  Ifti.  lh- 

7>  *>• 


Ch.  24.'  Go'  on  fieadily  in  the  IV ay  of  your  Duty  ;  Sec,  20J 

if  of  your  Duty  Continue  the  Ufe  of  Means  and  Ordinan¬ 
ces  :  Read,  and  meditate  :  Pray,  yes,  and  fmg  the  Praifes  of 
God  too,  though  it  may  be  with  a  heavy  Heart.  Follow  the 
Faotfteps  of  his  Flock  ;  [z]  you  may  perhaps  meet  the  Shepherd 
of  Souls  in  doing  it.  Place  yourfelf  at  lead  in  his  Way.  It  is 
poffible,  you  may  by  this  Means  get  a  kind  Look  from  him  ; 
and  one  Look,  one  Turn  of  Thought  which  may  happen  in  a 
Moment,  may  as  it  were  create  an  Heaven  in  your  Soul  at  once. 
Goto  the  Fable  of  the  Lord.  If  you  cannot  rejoice,  go  and 
mourn  there.  Go  and  mourn  that  Saviour ,  whom  by  your  Sins 
you  have  pierced  ;  [a]  go  and  lament  the  Breaches  of  that  Cove¬ 
nant ,  which  you  have  there  fo  often  confirmed.  Christ  may 
perhaps  make  himfelf  knovon  unto  you  in  the  Breaking  of  Bread , 
[b]  and  you  may  find,  to  your  Surprize,  that  he  hath  been  near 
you ,  when  you  imagined  he  was  at  the  greatefi:  Diltance  from 
you  ;  near  you,  when  you  thought  you  were  cafl  out  from  his 
Prefence .  Seek  your  Comfort  in  fuch  Employments  as  thefe  5 
and  not  in  the  vain  Amufements  of  this  World,  and  in  the 
Pleafures  of  Senfe.  I  fhail  never  forget  that  affedlionate  Ex- 
prefiion,  which  I  a;n  well  allured  broke  out  from  an  eminently 
pious  Heart,  then  almo ft  ready  to  break  under  its  Sorrows  of  this 
Kind  :  “  Lord \  if  I  may  not  enjoy  thee ,  let  me  enjoy  nothing  elj e  ; 
“  but  go  down  mourning  after  thee  to  the  Grave  !”  I  won¬ 
dered  not  to  hear,  that  almoft  as  foon  as  this  Sentiment  had  been 
breathed  out  before  God  in  Prayer,  the  Burthen  was  taken  off, 
and  the  Joy  of  GOD's  Salvation  reftored . 

§.  8.  I  shall  add  but  one  Advice  more  ;  and  that  is,  “That 
“  you  renevj  your  application  to  the  Blood  of  Jefus ,  through 
“  whom  the  Reconciliation  between  God  and  your  Soul  has 
“  been  accomplifhed.  ”  It  is  He  that  is  our  Peace ;  and  by  His 
Blood  it  is,  that  vue  are  made  nigh  (c)  :  It  is,  in  Hi?ny  as  the  Be¬ 
loved  of  his  Soul,  that  GOD  declares,  He  is  vuell  pleafed  (d) ; 
and  it  is  in  Hi?n  that  voe  are  made  accepted ,  to  the  Glory  of  His 
Grace  (e).  Go  therefore,  Oh  Chrillian,  and  apply  by  Faith 
to  a  crucified  Saviour:  Go  and  apply  to  Him  as  to  a  merciful 
High  Prieft,  and  pour  out  thy  Complaint  before  Him,  and Jhevo  be¬ 
fore  Him ,  thy  Trouble  (f).  Lay  open  the  Diffrefs  and  Anguifh  of 
thy  Soul  to  Him,  who  once  knew  what  it  was  to  fay,  (  Oh 
aftonifinng  (  that  He  of  all  others  iliould  ever  have  laid  it ,)  My 
GOD ,  My  GOD ,  vohy  hafj  thou  forjaken  me  ( g)  ?  Look  up  for 

Pity 

[z]  Cant.  i.  8.  [a]  Zech.  xii.  10.  [b]  Luke  xxiv.  35. 

(c)  Eph.  ii.  13,  14.  (d)  Matt.  iii.  17.  (e)  Eph.  i.  6. 
(f)  Pfal.  cxlii,  2,  (g)  Mat.  xxvii.  46. 
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■An  humble  Supplication  for  one 


Ch. 


Pity  and  Relief  to  Him,  who  Himfelf  /^W  /  • 
tempted,  but  with  Regard  to  fenfibli  -c  a  ^  0n  y 
.ha:  he  might  thus  ^  Jv°  /lhoft^^:'°nS,  f""'  * 

lancholy  Cafe,  and  be  ready,  as  wefl  Ta  f  ,  l  r  T  ,me- 
He  is  Immanuel,  GOD  -with  us  ■  fit  A  l  •  JJfour  th,m.  (h) 
him,  that  his  Father  fhines  forth  ,/J.  “ d  u  ^  W  and  thro’ 
of  Mercy  and  of  Love  £ ?  itTtIT  Beams 

Care,  to  renew  your  Acquaintance  with  him.  Review  The  Re 
coras  of  his  Life  and  Death  :  Hear  his  Words  •  Behold  his  Ar 
tions :  And  when  you  do  fo  furelv  vnn  u,;nr  j  ®hoid1h*s  Ac* 

nefs  duffing  itfelf  over  your  SnnI  -p  ,  , 

•  calm,  A,«».  ^  ■  »» 

operate  powerfully  and  Goo  may  probably  cau fethe/Zf 
Voecc  of  his  comforting  Spirit  to  be  heardf  (k)  till  you/sT 
burfts  out  into  a  Song  of  Praife,  and  you  may  be  W,  glaZt 
cording  to  the  Days  in  'which  you  have  been  ]ffli3ed.  (A  In  ?hs 

TTbe  iTit  LanSUaSC’  aSthef°],0wiRi  Supplication fpeaks* 

Jn  humble  Supplication  for  one  under  the  Hidings  of  GOD 'i 

Face, 


<< 
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« 
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<( 

« 

it 

if 

if 

if 

a 

if 

it 

if 


-SSF.D  GOD;  TtvV/f  thee  is  the  Fountain  of  life, 
(m)  and  of  Bapfsne/s.  I  adore  thy  Name,  that  I  have 
evertafted  of  thy  Streams;  that  I  have  ever  felt  the  pecu- 
har  Pleasure  anfing  from  the  Light  of  thy  Countenance,  and 
he  Shedamg  abroad  of  thy  Love  on  the  Soul.  But  alas, 
hefe  delightful  Seafons  are  now  to  me  no  more  ;  and  the 
Remembrance  of  them  engages  me  to  tour  out  of  mi  Soul  within 
me.  (n)  .  I  would  come,  as  I  have  formerly  done,  and  call 
thee,  with  the  fame  Endearment,  My  Father  and  ttsy  GOD  : 

T  c  I’J  ,  °,W  "0t  h0W  t0  do  ic-  GuiIt  and  Fear  arife, 
and  forbid  the  delightful  Language.  I  feck  thee.  Oh  Lord  ; 

but  I  feek  thee  in  vain.  I  would  pray,  and  my  Lips  are 
fea*ed  up.  I  would  read  thy  Word,  and  all  the  Promifes  of 
it  are  veiled  from  mine  Eyes.  I  frequent  thofe  Ordinances, 
which  have  been  formerly  moft  nourilhing  and  comfortable 
to  my  Sou! ;  but  alas,  they  are  only  the  Shadows  of  Ordi¬ 
nances  :  The  Subftance  is  gone;  The  animating  Spirit  is  fled, 

and  leaves  them  now  at  bell  but  the  Image  of  what  I  once 
knew  them. 


M  ,Heb-  "•  l8-  ('■'  Mat-  >'•  ^3-  (k)  i  Kings  xlx.,1. 

(1)  Pfai.  ate.  ij.  (m)  Pfal.  xotvi.  9.  (n)  PfalAlii.  4. 


Ch.  24.  under  the  hiding  of  GOD's  Face .  20  f 

“  But  Lord,  haft  thou  cafi  off for  ever,  and  wilt  thou  he  fia- 
(<  vourable  no  more  (0)  ?  Haft  thou  in  awful  Judgment  deter- 
"  mined,  that  my  Soul  muft  be  left  to  a  perpetual  Winter,  the 
“  fad  Emblem  of  Eternal  Darknefs  ?  Indeed  I  deferve  it 
“  fhouid  be  fo.  1  acknowledge,  O  Lord,  I  deferve  to  be  cafl 
*(  away  from  thy  Prefence  with  Difdain  ;  to  be  funk  lower  than 
“  I  am,  much  lower  :  I  deferve,  to  have  the  Shadow  of  Death 
“  upon  mine  Eye -lids,  (p),  and  even  to  be  furrounded  with  the 
“  thick  Gloom  of  the  Infernal  Prifon.  But  haft  Thou  not 
“  raifed  Multitudes,  who  have  deferved  like  me  to  be  delivered 
*(  into  Chains  of  Darknefs ,  fq)  to  the  Viftons  of  thy  Glory 
“  above,  where  no  Cloud  can  ever  interpofe  between  thee  and 
(t  their  rejoicing  Spirits  ?  Have  Mercy  upon  me.  Oh  Lord,  have 
ic  Mercy  upon  me  !  (r)  and  though  mine  Iniquities  have  now 

“  juftly  caufed  thee  to  hide  thy  Face  from  me,  (s)  yet  be  thou 
“  rather  pleafed,  agreeably  to  the  gracious  Language  of  thy 
is  Word,  to  hide  thy  Pace  from  my  Sins ,  and  to  blot  out  all  mine 
€(  Iniquities  !  (t)  Chear  my  Heart  with  the  Tokens  of  thy 

“  returning  Favour,  and  fay  unto  my  Soul,  lam  thy  Salvation  f  (u) 
“  Remember,  Oh  Lord  God,  remember  that  dreadful  Day, 
cc  in  which  Jesus  thy  dear  Son  endured  what  my  Sins  havede- 
“  ferved  !  Remember  that  Agony,  in  which  he  poured  out  his 
“  Soul  before  thee,  and  Laid,  My  GOD,  my  GOD,  why  haji 
“  thou  forfaken me  f  (x)  Did  he  not.  Oh  Lord,  endure  all 
“  this,  that  humble  Penitents  might  through  him  be  brought 
“  near  unto  thee,  and  might  behold  thee  with  Pleafure,  as  their 
“  Father,  and  their  God  ?  Thus  do  I  defire  to  come  unto  thee. 
“  Bleffed  Saviour,  art  thou  not  appointed  to  give  unto  them 
“  that  mourn  in  Zion  Beauty  for  AJhes,  the  Oil  of  Joy  for 
t(  Mourning ,  and  the  Garment  of  Praife  for  the  Spirit  of  Heavi- 
“  nefs  :  (y)  Oh  wafh  away  my  Tears,  anoint  my  Head  with 
the  Oil  of  Gladnefs,  and  clothe  me  with  the  Garments  of  Salva- 
6(  tion  !  (2 J 

“  Oh  that  1  knew  where  1  might  find  thee  /  (&)  Oh  that  I 
**  knew  what  it  is,  that  has  engaged  thee  to  depart  from  me  ! 
I  am  fearching  and  trying  my  Ways  :  (b)  Oh  that  thou 
wouldft  fear  it?  me,  and  know  my  Heart  ;  try  me,  and  know  my 
thoughts  ;  and  if  there  he  any  wicked  IV ay  in  me,  difeover  it, 
**  an^  had  me  in  the  IV ay  everlafling ;  (c)  in  that  Way,  in  which 

(oj  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  7  (p)  Job  xvi.  16.  (q)  2  Pet.  ii.  4.  (r)  Pfal.’ 

cxxiii.  3.  (?)  Ifai.  lix.  2.  (t)  Pfal.  li.  9.  Pfal .  xxxv.  3. 
(x)JVIar.  xxvii.  46.  (y)  Ifai.  Ixi.  3.  (z)  Ifai.  Ixi.  10.  (a)  Job 
xxiii.  3.  (b)  Lam.  iii,  40.  (cj  Pfal,  cxxxix.  23,24* 
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I  may  find  Reft  and  Peace  for  my  Soul,  (d)  and  feel  the 
IMcoveries  of  thy  Love  in  Chrift  ! 

“  °,h  Go,D’  ^bodidft  command!  be  Light  to  jbinc  out  of 
Par*™h  (e)  fpeak  but  the  Word,  and  Light  (hall  dart 

^°U  f C  fllCe  '  ®Pen  fbou  tny  Lips,  and  my  Mouth 
/ball  fhe*w  forth  thy  Praife,  (f)  fhall  burit  out  into  a  chear- 

n  •  'v“lc^  difpiay  before  thofe,  whom  my  prefent 

r^n  !0ns  ma^  have  dilcouraged,  the  Pleafures  and  Supports 
or  KeJigion  J  1  r 

“  Yet’  Lord>  on  the  ™hok,  I  fubmit  to  thy  Will.  If  it  is 
tnusthatmy  Faith  mull  be  exercifed,  by  'walking  in  Dark- 
ues  or  ays,  and  Months,  and  Years  to  come,  how  long 
oe\er  t  ley  may  feem,  how  long  foever  they  may  be,  I  will 
(ubmt.  Still  will  I  adore  thee,  as  the  GOD  of  1/rael,  and 

c  , .Trs  th0U^h  ihcu  Grta  G0D  that  hi  deft  thy  l  elf  :  U) 
^  rr  n  trufi  in  the  hame  of  the  Lord,  and  [lay  myfelf  upon 
TilH  .  f  3  (n)  try  fling  m  thee, though  thou  flay  me,  (\}  and 
waiting  for  thee ,  more  than  they  that  watch  for  the  Morning, 
yea,  more  than  they  that  watch  for  the  Morning,  ^k)  Perad- 
venture  in  the  Evening  1 Time  it  may  be  Light.  (\J  I  know, 

1  iOU  .jaft  fometimes  manifefled  thy  Companions  to  thy  dying 
servants,  and  given  them,  in  the  loweft  Ebb  of  their  Natural 
.  P!ri£^  a  full  I  ide  of  Divine  Glory,  thus  turning  Darkncfs 
into  Light  before  thtm.  fmj  So  may  it  pleafe  thee  to  gild 
the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of  Death  with  the  Light  of  thy 

tt  / £  Lf)Ce'  WJien  I  am  pafling  through  it,  and  to  ftrctch  forth 
<t  My  Rod  and  thy  Staff  to  vmfort  me,  (*)  that  my  Trem- 
ingc  may  ceafe,  and  the  Gloom  may  eccho  with  Songs  of 
Praile  !  But  if  it  be  thy  Sovereign  Pleafure,  that  Diftrefs  and 
arknefs  fliould  flill  continue  to  the  la  if  Motion  of  my  Pulie, 
and  the  laflGafp  of  my  Breath,  Oh  let  it  ceafe  with  the  part- 
InS  ^^uES'e>  and  bring  me  to  that  Light  which  is  fown  for 
*je  Mghteous ,  and  to  that  Gladnefs  which  is  referved  for  the 
Uptight  in  Heart  ;  (o)  to  the  unclouded  Regions  of  Ever- 
lafling  Splendor  and  Joy,  where  the  full  Anointings  of  thy 
PIr]^  fhall  be  poured  out  on  all  thy  People,  and  thou  wilt 
ei  no  more  hide  thy  Face  from  any  of  them  !  (p) 

This,  Lord,  is  thy  Salvation ,  for  vohich  1  am  waiting ;  ( q) 

“  and 

(e)  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  ({)  Pfal.  )i.  nj. 

(h)  Ifai.  i.  10.  (i)  Job  xiii. 

(1)  Zech.  xiv.  7.  (m)  Ifai  xlii. 

(0)  Pfal,  xevii,  11.  (p)  EaT.  xxxix. 
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(d)  Jer.  vi. 

(g)  Ifai.  xlv. 

(k)  Pfal.  exxx.  6. 
(n )  Pfal.  xxiii.  4. 
(q)  Gen,  xlix.  1$, 
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Ch.  2  5,  The  Chriftian  fhoulcl  expeCl  Affliction^  Scd  zQ$ 

<(  and  whilft  I  feel  the  Defires  of  my  Soul  drawn  out  after  it, 
((  I  will  never  defpair  of  obtaining  it.  Continue  and  increase 
“  thofe  Defires,  and  at  length  latisfy  and  exceed  them  all^ 
<£  through  the  Riches  of  thy  Grace  in  Chrijl  Je/us  /  Amen.1’ 

C  H  A  P.  XXV. 


The  Christian  ftruggling  under  great 
and  heavy  Afflictions. 

Here  it  is  advifed ,  ( 1 .)  That  Afflictions  Jkould be  expected.  §.  if 
(2.)  That  the  righteous  Hand  of  GOD  Jhould  be  acknowledged 
in  them ,  when  they  come.  2.  ($.)  That  they  fhould  be 

borne  with  P atience.  §.  3*  (4)  ^  hat  the  Divine  Conduit  in 

them  Jhould  be  cordially  approved.  §-.  4.  (  That  thank - 

fulnefs  Jhould  be  maintained  in  the  midfl  of  \ Trials .  §,  5.  (6.) 

I  hat  the  DeJign  of  Afflictions  Jhould  be  diligently  enquired  into, 
and  all  proper  A  (ft fiance  taken  in  dif covering  it.  §.  6.  ( 7.) 
Ihat  when  it  is  difcovered ,  it  Jhould  humbly  be  complied  with 
and  anfwered.  §.7.  A  Prayer  fuited  to  fuch  a  Cafe. 


§•  l'  QINCE  Man  is  born  unto  Trouble,  as  the  Sparks  fiy 

O  upward  fa),  and  Adam  has  intailed  on  all  his  Race 
the  fad  Inheritance  of  Calamity  in  their  Way  to  Death,  it  will 
certainly  be  prudent  and  neceffary,  that  we  fhould  all  expeCl  to 
meet  with  Trials  and  Afflictions  ;  and  that  you,  Reader,  whoever 
you  aie,  fhould  be  endeavouring  to  gird  on  your  Armour,  and 
put  yourfelf  into  a  Poflure  to  encounter  thofe  Trials,  which  will 
fall  to  your  Lot  as  a  Manf  and  a  Chriftian.  Prepare  yourfelf 
to  receive  Afflictions,  and  to  endure  them,  in  a  Manner  agreable 
to  both  thofe  Characters.  In  this  View,  when  you  lee  others 
under  the  Burthen,  confider  how  poffible  it  is,  that  you  may  be 
called  out  to  the  very  fame  Difficulties,  or  to  others  ecual  to 
them.  Put  your  Soul,  as  in  the  Place  of  theirs.  Think,  how 
>ou  coy.u  endure  the  Load,  under  which  they  lie  ;  and  endea¬ 
vour  at  once,  to  comfort  them,  and  to  (Lengthen  your  own 
Heart;  Ur  rather  pray,  that  God  would  do  it.  And  observing 
jqw  liable  mortal  Life  is  to  fuch  Sorrows,  moderate  your  Ex- 

7  r  §  pe&ationa 

Job  v. 
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peflations  from  it  ;  raife  your  Thoughts  above  it ;  and  form 
your  schemes  of  Happinefs,  only  for  that  World,  where  they 
cannot  be  difappointed  :  In  the  mean  Time,  bleffin?  God  that 
your  Profperity  is  lengthened  out  thus  far,  ’  and  afcribing’it  to 
his  fp^cial  Providence,  that  you  continue  fo  long  unwounded, 
when  fo  many  Showers  of  Arrows  are  flying  around  you,  and 
fojnany  are  .ailing  by  them,  on  the  Right  Hand,  and  on  the 

§.  2  When  at  length  your  Turn  comes,  as  it  certainly  will, 

from  the  firft  Hour  in  which  an  Affliction  feizes  you  realize 
to  your f elf  the  Hand  of  GOD  in  it ,  and  Jofe  not  the  View  of 
him  in  any  Second  Caufe,  which  may  have  proved  the  immedi¬ 
ate  Occafion.  Let  it  be  your  firft  Care,  to  Bumble  your f elf  un- 
der  the  mighty  Hand  of  GOD ,  that  he  may  exalt  you  in  dueThne.  (b) 
.  wn’  that  he  is  jufi  in  all  that  is  brought  upon  you.  (c)  and  that 
m  alJ  thefe  Things  he  punijhes  you  lefs  than  your  iniquities  de¬ 
fers.  (d)  Compofe  yourfelf  to  bear  his  Hand  with  Patience 
to  glorify  his  Name  by  a  Submifflon  to  his  Will,  and  to  fall  in 
with  the  gracious  Defign  of  this  Vifitation,  as  well  as  to  wait  the 
IfTue  of  it  quietly,  whatfoever  the  Event  may  be. 

§.  3.  Now  that  Patience  may  have  its  per fe ft  Work,  (e)  re¬ 
flect  frequently,  and  deeply,  upon  your  own  Meannefs  and  Sin- 
fulnefs.  Confider,  how  often  every  Mercy  has  been  forfeited, 
and  every  Judgment  deferved.  And  confider  too,  how  loner 
the  PaJence  of  God  hath  borne  with  you,  and  how  wonderfully 
it  is  ftill  exerted  towards  you  ;  and  indeed,  not  only  his  Pati¬ 
ence,  but  his  Bounty  too.  Afflifted  as  you  are,  (for  I  fpeak  to 
you  now  as  actually  under  the  Preffure,)  look  round  and  fur- 
vey  your  remaining  Mercies,  and  be  gratefully  fenfible  of  them. 
Make  the  Suppofition  of  their  being  removed  :  What  if  God 
fhould  ftretch  out  his  Hand  againft  you,  and  add  Poverty  to 
Pain,  or  Pain  to  Poverty,  or  the  Lofs  of  Friends  to  both  ;  or  the 
Heath  of  furviving  Friends  to  that  o i thofe  whom  you  are  now 
mourning  over  ;  would  not  the  Wound  be  more  grievous  ? 
Adore  his  Goodnefs,  that  this  is  not  the  Cafe  ;  and  take  heed, 
left  your  Unthankfulnefs  fhould  provoke  him  to  multiply  your 
Sorrows.  Confider  alfo  the  Need  you  have  of  Difcipline  ; 
how  wholefome  it  may  prove  to  your  Soul,  and  what  merciful 
Hefigns  our  Heavenly  Father  has,  in  all  the  Corrections  he  fends 
upon  his  Children. 

$•  4-  Nay  1  will  add,  That  in  Confequence  of  all  thefe 

Con  ft  derations 

(b)  1  Pet.  v.  6.  (c)  Neh.  ix.  33.  (d)  Ezr.  ix.  13. 

(e)  Jam.  i.  4, 
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Confidcrations  it  may  well  be  expe&ed,  not  only  that  you 
fliould  fubmit  to  your  Affliaions  as  what  you  cannot  avoid, 
but  that  you  fliould  fleetly  acquiefce  in  them  and  approve  thim  ; 
that  you  fhould  not  only  juflify,  but  glorify  God  in  fending 
them  ;  that  you  fhould  glorify  him  with  your  Heart,  and  with 
your  Lips  too.  Think  not  Praife  unfuitable  on  fuch  an  Occa- 
flon  ;  nor  think  that  Praife  alone  to  be  fuitable,  which  takes  its 
Rife  from  remaining  Comforts  :  But  know  that  it  is  your  Duty, 
not  only  to  be  thankful  in  your  Afflictions }  but  to  be  thankful  on 
Account  of  them. 

§.  5.  God  himfelf  has  fa  id,  In  every  Thing  give  Thanks  ;  (f) 
and  he^has  taught  his  Servants  to  fay.  Tea  alfo  we  glory  in  Tri¬ 
bulation  (g).  And  molt  certain  it  is,  that  to  true  Believers  they 
are  Indances  of  Divine  Mercy  ;  for  whom  the  Lord  l&veth  he 


chajhneth ,  and  Jcourgcth  every  Son  vohom  he  receiveth  with  pecu¬ 
liar  and  diftinguifhed  Endearment  (h).  View  your  prefent  Af¬ 
flictions  in  this  Light,  as  Chajhfements  of  Love  ;  and  then  let 
your  own  Heart  fay,  whether  Love  does  not  demand  Praife. 
Think  with  yourfelf,  “  It  is  thus  that  God  is  making  me 
“  conformable  to  his  own  Son  ;  it  is  thus  that  he  is  training 
me  up  for  compleat  Glory.  Thus  he  kills  my  Corruptions ; 
thus  he  (Lengthens  my  Graces ;  thus  he  is  wifely  contriving 
to  bring  me  nearer,  to  himfelf,  and  to  ripen  me  for  the  Ho¬ 
nours  of  his  Heavenly  Kingdom.  It  is  if  Need  be ,  that  1  atn 
in  Heavinefs  ^i)  ;  and  he  furely  knows  what  that  Need  is, 
**  better  than  I  can  pretend  to  teach  him  ;  and  knows  what  pe- 
“  culiar  Property  there  is  in  this  Affliaion,  to  anfwer  my  pre- 
“  lent  Neceffity,  and  to  do  me  that  peculiar  Good  which  he 
“  is  gracioully  intending  me  by  it.  This  Tribulation  (hall  vuork 
Pa  tie  tice,  and  Patience  Experience ,  and  Experience  a  more  aflli- 
red  Hope  ;  even  a  Hope  which  (hall  not  make  a/hamedy  while 
the  Love  of  GOD  is  Jhcd  abroad  in  my  Heart ,  (k)  and  fliines 
*  through  my  Affliaion,  like  the  Sun  through  a  gently  defeend- 
ing  Cloud,  darting  in  Light  upon  the  Shade,  and  minHincr 
“  Fruitfulnefs  with  Weeping.”  & 

§.6.  Lei  it  be  then  your  earned:  Care,  while  you  thus  look  on 
your  Affliaion,  whatever  it  may  be,  as  coming  from  the  Hand 
or  God,  to  improve  it  to  the  Purpofts  for  which  it  was  ftnt. 
And  that  you  n  ay  fo  improve  it,  let  it  be  your  firfl  Concern, 
to  know  what  thofe  Purpofes  are.  Summon  up  all  the  Attention 
O  vour  Scul,  to  hear  the  Podt  and  hlim  voho  hath  appointed  it ;  {1) 

I  2  2  D  d 

(f)  1  Theft,  v.  18.  (g)  Rom.  v,  3.  (h)  Hcb.  xii.  6. 

I 1  1  et-  >•  6-  (k)  Rom.  v.  3,  4,  5.  (I)  Mic.  vi.  9. 


if 


it 


it 


if 


(f 


2  12 


JlffiSlion  JJ:ould  Is  thankfully  received ,  &c.  Ch.  if, 

and  pray  earneftly,  tfiat  you  may  underhand  its  Voice 
iixamme  your  Life,  your  Words,  and  your  Heart,  and  pray 
tiiat  God  would  fo  guide  your  Enquiries,  that  you  may  return 
unto  the  Lord  that  fmteth  you  (m).  To  affift  you  in  this,  call 
in  the  help  of  pious  Friends,  and  particularly  of  your  Minifters: 
intreat  not  only  their  Prayers  but  their  Advices  too,  as  to  the 
probable  Defign  of  Providence  ;  and  encourage  them  freely  to 
t.ell/°u  ?ny  ThinS  which  occurs  to  their  Minds  upon  this  Head. 

ru  r  UC^  an  ^cca^on  ^°uld  lead  them  to  touch  upon  fome 
.  the  lmperfeftions  of  your  Charader  and  Condud,  look  upon 
it  as  a  great  Token  of  their  Friendfhip,  and  take  it,  not  only 
patiently,  but  thankfully,  it  does  but  ill  become  a  Chriftian  at 
any  Time,  to  refent  Reproofs  and  Admonitions  ;  and  lead  of  all 
does  it  become  him,  when  the  Rebukes  of  his  heavenly  Father 
aie  upon  him.  Fie  ought  rather  to  feek  Admonitions  at  iuch  a 
Time  as  this,  and  voluntarily  to  offer  his  Wounds  to  be  fearch- 
ed  by  a  faithful  and  fkilful  Hand. 

7.  And  when,  by  one  Means  or  another,  you  have  got  a 
Ray  of  Light  to  dired  you  in  the  Meaning  and  Language  of 
luch  Difpenfation,  take  heed,  that  you  do  not ,  in  any  Degree, 
harden  your f elf  againjl  GOD ,  and  walk  contrary  to  himf  n  J  Ob- 
fhna».e  Reiudance  to  the  apprehended  Defign  of  any  providen¬ 
tial  Stroke  is  inexpreffibly  provoking  to  Him.  Set"  yourfelf 
therefore  to  an  immediate  Reformation  of  whatever  you  difeover 
amifs;  and  labour  to  learn  the  general  Leffons  of  greater  Sub - 
million  to  God  s  Will,  of  a  more  calm  Indifference  to  the  World, 
ana  of  a  clofer  Attachment  to  Divine  Converfe  and  to  the  Views 
of  an  approaching  Invifible  State.  And  whatever  particular 
I  roportion  or  Correfpondence  you  may  obferve,  between  this 
or  that  Circumllance  in  your  Afflidion,  and  your  former  Tranf- 
greffions,  be  efpecially  careful  to  adl  according  to  that  more  pe¬ 
culiar  and  exprefs  Voice  of  the  Rod.  Then  you  may  perhaps 
Lave  fpeedy  and  remarkable  Reafon  to  fay,  that  it  hath  been  good 
for  you  that  you  ha<ve  been  a jf idled  (o  J  ;  and  with  a  Multitude  of 
others,  may  learn  to  number  the  Times  of  your  fharpefl  Trials, 
among  the  fvVeetefl  and  the  moil  exalted  Moments  of  your  Life. 
For  this  Purpofe,  let  Prayer  be  your  frequent  Employment  ;  and 
let  fuch  Sentiments  as  thefe,  if  not  in  the  very  fame  Terms,  b? 
often  and  affedionately  poured  out  before  God. 


(m)  Ifai,  ix,  13,  (n)  Lev.-xxvi.  27,  (0)  PiaR  cxix.  71.' 
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Art  humble  Address  to  GOD,  under  the  Preffure  of  heavy 

Afflictions. 

“  ^  Thou  fupream,  yet  all  righteous  and  gracious 

“  Governour  of  the  whole  Univerfe  !  Mean  andinconiide- 

€(  rable  as  this  little  Province  of  thy  fpacious  Empire  may  ap- 
<c  pear,  Thou  doit  not  difregard  the  Earth  and  its  Inhabitants  ; 
“  but  attended  to  its  Concerns  with  the  moil  condefcending  and 
“  gracious  Regards.  Thou  reignejl  and  1  rejoice  in  it,  as  it  is  in- 
“  deed  Matter  of  univerfal  Joy  (p).  I  believe  thy  univerfa! 
“  Providence  and  Care ;  and  I  firmly  believe  thy  wife  holy  and 
“  kind  Interpolation  in  every  Thing  which  relates  to  me,  and  to 
ee  the  Circumftances  of  my  Abode  in  this  thy  World.  I  would 
“  look  through  all  inferior  Caufes  unto  Thee,  whofe  Eyes  are 
“  upon  all  thy  Creatures ;  to  Th  ee,  avho  forrnejl  the  Light,  and 
“  create  ft  Darknefs ,  who  makejl  Peace  and  createf  Evil  (q)  ;  tQ 
thee,  Lord,  who  at  thy  Pieafure  canft  exchange  the  one  for 
<£  the  other,  canft  turn  the  brightefl  Noon  into  Midnight,  and 
se  the  darkeft  Midnight  into  Noon. 

“  O  Th  ou  wife  and  merciful  Governour  of  the  World  !  I 
“  have  often  laid,  thy  Will  be  done.  And  now,  thy  Will  is 
“  painful  to  me.  But  fliall  I,  upon  that  Account,  unfay  what 
*(  I  have  fo  often  faid  ?  GOD  forbid !  1  come  rather  to  lay 
myfelf  down  at  thy  Feet,  and  to  declare  my  fall  and  free 
t£  Submiffion  to  all  thy  facred  Pieafure.  Oh  Lord,’  thou  art 
<l  Juft  and  Righteous  in  all  !  I  acknowledge  in  thy  venerable 
<*  and  awful  Prefence,  that  I  have  deferved  this ,  and  ten  Thou- 
“  limes  more,  (r)  I  acknowledge,  that  it  is  of  thy 

i(  Mercy ,  that  1  a?n  not  utterly  con  fumed ,  ( s)  and  that  any  the 
leaft  Degree  of  Comfort  yet  remains.  Oh  Lord,  I  mo  ft 
‘£  readily  confefs,  that  the  Sins  of  one  Day  of  my  Life  have  me- 
<k  ritedall  thefe  Chaftifements  ;  and  that  every  Day  of  my  Life 
ii  hath  been  more  or  lefs  finful.  Smite  therefore,  Oh  thou  righ¬ 
teous  judge  ;  and  I  will  ftftl  adore  thee,  that  inftead  of  the 
Scourge,  theu  haft  not  given  a  Commiflion  to  the  Sword,  to  do 
adthe  dreadful  Work  of  Juftice,  and  to  pour  out  my  Blood 
*£  in  thy  Prefence. 

i  .out  fhall  I  lpeak  unto  thee,  only  as  my  fudge  ?  Oh  Lord, 
tiiou  nail  taught  me  a  tenderer  Name  :  Thou  condefcendeft 
to  call  thy  feif  my  Father ,  and  to  fpeak  of  Corredioti  as  the 
*  Efiecl  of  thy  Love.  Oh  welcome,  welcome,  thofe  Afflidi- 

P  3  “  oris, 

( P)  *CVT  1.  (q)  Ifai.  xlv.  7.  (r)  Esr.  ix.  13. 

(s)  L am.  iii.  22.  , 
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MaS:iWhi(Ch  are  Ahf  Tokens  of  ,by  Parental  AfFefiion,  the 
“  !u,v-7  Adoption  intofhy  Family  !  Thou  knoweft, 

Z  l  ?,rap!'nl  I  need-  Thou  feeft>  °h  Lor<i.  that  Bundle 
1  .A’  rwi'',ch,  ,there  is  in  the  H«rt  of  thy  poor  froward  and 

<f  lil0a8ntlefs  Child;  andknoweft,  what  Rods ,  and  what  Strokes 
^  are  t0  drive  it  away.  I  would  therefore  be  in  hum- 
f(  b  6  S“hJefwn  i0  the  Rather  of  Spirits ,  who  chafeneth  me  for 
„  my  i  WOuId  he  in  Subjection  to  him ,  and  live,  (t)  I 

would  bear  thy  Strokes,  not  merely  becaufe  I  cannot  refift 

«<  r  em,t  but  ^ecau^e  I  l°ve  and  truft  in  thee.  I  would 
^^yftcquiefce  and  reft  in  thy  Will,  as  well  as  ftoop  to 
„  I1  j  and  would  GW  w  the  Word  of  the  Lord.  (0)  And 

€(  v  C  Ir^  ^at  not  onty  my  ^jI*Ps>  but  my  Soul  may  acquiefce. 
€s  ^ea>  ^ord»  I  would  praife  thee ,  that  thou  wilt  (hew  fo  much 
„  K<:gard  to  me,  as  to  apply  fuch  Remedies  as  thefe  to  the  Dif- 
Ce  eaies  of  my  Mind,  and  art  thus  kindly  careful  to  train  me 
Up  .1  f[ory-  1  have  no  Objeftion  againft  being  afflifled, 
<r  againft  being  afflided  in  this  particular  Way.  The  Cup  which 
**  my.  Father  puts  into  mine  Hand,  fall  1  not  drink  it  ?  (x)  By 
4‘  thm«j  Affiftance  and  Support  lwill.  Only  be  pleafed,  Oh 
4  L°rd>  t0  ftand  by  me,  and  fometimes  to  grant  me  a  favoura- 

ct  r  f  "r  °0^  111  °*  my  Sufferings  !  Support  my  Soul, 

€g  1  befeech  thee,  by  thy  Confolations  mingled  with  my  Tribu- 
lations  ;  and  I  fhall  glory  in  thofe  7 tabulations  that  are  thus 
C(  allayed  ?  It  has  been  the  Experience  of  many,  who  have 
^  reflected  on  affkdted  Days  with  Pleafure,  and  have  acknow- 
^edged  that  their  Comforts  have  fwallovved  up  their  Sorrows. 
And  after  all  that  thou  haft  Gone,  are  thy  Mercies  refrained  P 

(y)  Is  thy  Hand  waxed  for /,  (z)  or  canft  thou  not  (fill  do 
*•  the  fame  for  me  ? 

“  If  my  Heart  be  lefs  tender,  lefs  fenfible,  Thou  canft  cure 
that  Diforder,  and  canft  make  this  Affiidion  the  Means  of 
cunng  it.  Thus  let  it  be  ;  and  at  length  in  thine  own  due 
Time,  and  in  the  Way  which  thou  (halt  chufe,  work  out  de- 
6<  bverance  for  me  ;  and  few  me  thy  marvellous  loving- hind- 
Ci  nefs ,  Oh  thou  that  Javeft  by  thy  Right  Hand  them  that  put 
€S  their  Truft  in  thee  f  (a)  For  I  well  know,  that  how  dark  fo- 
cc  ever  this  Night  of  Affiidion  feem,  if  thou  fayed,  Let  there  be 
Ci  Light ,  there  fall  he  Light.  But  I  would  urge  nothing  be- 
u  fore  the  Time  thy  Wifdom  and  Gocdnefs  fhall  appoint.  I 
€t  am  much  more  concerned,  that  my  Afiliftions  may  be  fanc- 

tified, 

ft)  Heb.  xii.  g,  io.  (uj  2  Kings  xx.  19.  (x)  John  xviii. 

i!.  (y)  Ifai.  Ixiii.  15.  (zj  Numb,  xi.  23.  fa)  Ffal.  xvii. .7. 
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«  tilled,  than  that  they  may  be  removed.  Number  me,  Oh 
“  God,  among  the  happy  Pcrjons ,  c whom  whilll  thou  chafenef9 
tc  thou  teach  eft  out  of  thy  Law  f  (b)  Shew  me ,  I  belecch  thee, 

<(  wherefore  thou  contend.f  with  me  ;  (c)  and  purify  me  by  the 
c‘  Fire,  which  is  To  painful  to  me,  while  I  am  palling  through 
“  it  !  Doll  thou  not  chafen  thy  Children  for  this  very  End,  that 
((  they  may  he  Partaken  of  thine  Holinefs  !  (d)  Thou  knoweft, 
<e  Oh  God,  it  is  this  my  Soul  is  breathing  after.  I  am  Parta- 
44  ker  of  thy  Bounty,  every  Day  and  Moment  of  Life  :  I 
“  am  Partaker  of  thy  Gofpel,  and  I  hope  in  fome  Mcafure 
44  too,  a  Partaker  of  the  Grace  of  it  operating  on  my  Heart  : 
44  Oh  may  it  operate  more  and  more,  that  I  may  largely  par- 
“  take  of  thine  Holinefs  too  ;  that  I  may  come  nearer  and  nearer 
“  in  the  Temper  of  my  Mind  to  thee,  Oh  BlefTed  God,  the  lu- 
“  pream  Model  of  Perfection  !  Let  my  Soul  be  ( as  it  were) 
44  melted,  though  with  the  intenfeft  Heat  of  the  Furnace,  if  I 
44  may  but  thereby  be  made  fit  for  being  delivered  into  the 
44  Mold  of  thy  Gofpel,  and  bearing  thy  bright  and  amiable 
44  Image  ! 

44  Oh  Lord,  my  Soul  longeth  for  thee  ;  it  crieth  out  for  the  liv- 
4;  ing  GOD  !  (ej  In  thy  Prelence,  and  under  the  Support  of 
44  thy  Love,  I  can  bear  any  Thing  ;  and  am  willing  to  bear  it, 
44  if  I  may  grow  more  lovely  in  thine  Eyes,  and  more  meet  for 
44  thy  Kingdom.  The  Days  of  my  Affliction  will  have  an 
44  End  ;  the  Hour  will  at  length  come,  when  thou  wilt  wipe 
44  away  all  my  Tears,  (f )  Though  it  tarry ,  I  would  wait  for 
44  My  foolifh  Heart,  in  the  Midft  of  all  its  Trials,  h 

*'  ready  to  grow  fond  of  this  Earth,  difappointing  and  grievous 
44  as  it  is  :  And  gracioufly.  Oh  God,  doft  thou  deal  with  me, 
44  in  breaking  thole  Bonds  that  would  tie  me  falter  to  it.  Oh 
44  let  my  Soul  be  girding  itfelf  up,  and  as  it  were  firetching  its 
44  Wings,  in  Expectation  of  that  blefied  Hour,  when  it  lhalldrop 
44  all  its  Sorrows  and  Incumbrances  at  once,  and  foar  away  to 
44  expatiate  with  infinite  Delight  in  the  Regions  of  Liberty, 
44  Peace,  and  Joy  l  Amen.” 

(bj  Pfal.  xciv.  12.  fc)  Job  x.  z .  (d)  Heb  xii.  io. 

(t)  Pfal.  lxxxiv.  2.  {fj  Rev.  xxi.  4.  (g)  Hab.  ii.  3- 
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CHAP.  XXVI. 


The  Christian  affifted  in  examining 
into  his  Growth  in  Grace. 

?be  Examination  important.  §.  1 .  Fnlfe  Marks  of  Growth  to 
be  avoided.  §.  z.  True  Marks  profofed ;  fuch  as,  (i.)ln- 
ereajing  Love  to  GOD.  §.  3.  (2.)  Benevolence  to  Men.  §.  4. 
{>l  of  Difpofition.  §.  5.  (4J  Meeknefs  under  In- 

l  '  ( i'J  Sanity  amidjl  the  Uncertainties  of  Life. 

i7  flUm^y9  §.  8.  efpeciaUy  as  expreffed  in  Evange¬ 
lical  txercifes  of  Mind  towards  Chrift  and  the  Spirit.  §.  q. 

il‘\  the  Pivine  Honour.  §.  i©.  ( 8.)  Habitual  and 

ei earful  ft ilhngnej s  to  exchange  Worlds ,  whenever  COD  frail 

appoint  it  §.  ii.  Concluflon .  §.12.  The  Cbriflian  breath  - 

zng  after  Grozvth  in  Grace . 


§.  I.  YF  by  Divme  Grace  you  have  been  bom  again,  not  of 
71/  js  c°SfuPtihle$eed>  but  of  incorruptible,  (a)  even  by  that 
\  0rL°J  ?0D^h-h  Hveth  and  abifrth  for  ever,  not  only  in 
ihe  World  and  Church,  but  in  particular  Souls  in  which  it  is 

iDTl  }'0U  wil,»  as  ™™-b°rn  Babes ,  defire  the  finccre  Milk  of 
the  Word,  that  you  may  grow  thereby,  [b)  And  though  in  the 
snoft  advanced  State  of  Religion  on  Earth,  we  are  but  Infants 
311  Companion  of  what  we  hope  to  be,  when  in  the  heavenly 
World  we  arrive  unto  a  perfect  Man,  unto  the  Meafure  of  the  Sta- 
7ure  of  the  E* nine fs  of  Chrift  ;  (c )  yet  as  we  have  home  Exer- 
cae  0 i  a  fandified  Reafon,  we  fhall  be  follicitous  that  we  may 
tre  growing  and  thriving  Infants.  And  you,  my  Reader,  if  fio 
be  you  have  t  a  fled  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  (d)  will,  I  doubt 
hoc,  feel  this  Solicitude.  I  would  therefore  endeavour  to  allift 
you  in  making  the  Enquiry,  whether  Religion  be  on  the  Ad- 
vancejn  your  Souls.  And  here,  I  fhall  warn  you  againft  forre 
fal/e  Marks  of  Growth  ;  and  then,  fhall  endeavour  to  lay  down 

ethers  on  which  you  tnay  depend  as  more  folia - In  this  View 

I  would  obferve,  that  you  are  not  to  meafure  your  Growth  in 
Grace,  only  or  chiefly  by  your  Advances  in  Knowledge,  or  in 


Zeal 


(a)  1  Pet.  i.  23,  (b)  1  Pet,  ii.  2.  (c)  Eph.  iv.  iV 
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Zeal,  or  any  other  paffionate  Imprefiion  of  the  Mind  ;  no,  nor 
by  the  Fervour  of  Devotion  alone  ;  but  by  the  habitual  Deter¬ 
mination  of  the  Will  for  GOD ,  and  by  your  prevailing  Difpofi- 
tion  to  obey  his  Commands ,  to  fubtnit  to  his  Difpofals ,  and  to  jubr 

f erase  his  Schemes  in  the  World. 

§.  2.  It  mull  be  allowed,  that  Knowledge ,  and  Jljfeblion  in 
Religion ,  are  indeed  defirable ,  Without  fome  Degree  of  the 
former.  Religion  cannot  be  rational ;  and  it  is  very  reafonable 
to  believe,  that  without  fome  Degree  of  the  latter,  it  cannot  be 
fincerey  in  Creatures  whole  Natures  are  conPcituted  like  ours. 
Yet  there  may  be  a  great  Deal  of  Speculative  Knowledge ,  and  a 
great  Deal  of  rapturous  Kjfediiony  where  there  is  no  true  Religion 
at  all  ;  and  therefore  much  more,  where  there  is  no  advanced 
State  in  it.  The  Exercife  of  our  rational  Faculties,  upon  the 
Evidences  of  Divine  Revelation,  and  upon  the  Declaration  of 
it  as  contained  in  Scripture,  may  furnilh  a  very  wicked  Man  with 
a  well  digeded  Body  of  orthodox  Divinity  in  his  Head,  when 
not  one  fingle  I>odtrine  of  it  has  ever  reached  his  Heart.  An 
eloquent  Defcription  of  the  Sufferings  of  Christ,  of  the  Solem¬ 
nities  of  Judgment,  of  the  Joys  of  the  BlefTed  and  the  Miferies 
of  the  Damned,  might  move  the  Break  even  of  a  Man  who  did 
not  firmly  believe  them  ;  as  we  often  find  eurfelves  drongly 
moved  by  well -wrought  Narrations,  or  Difcourfes,  which  at  the 
fame  Time  we  know  to  have  their  Foundation  in  Fidtion.  Na¬ 
tural  Conhitution,  or  fuch  accidental  Caufes  as  are  fome  of  them 
too  low  to  be  here  mentioned,  mayfupply  the  Eyes  with  a  Flood 
of  Tears,  which  may  difcharge  itlelf  plenteoufiy  upon  almodany 
Occafion  that  fhall  firftarife.  And  a  proud  Impatience  of  Con¬ 
tradiction,  diredtly  oppofiteas  it  is  to  the  gentle  Spirit  ofChrifti- 
anity,  may  make  a  Man's  Bkod  boily  when  he  hears  the  Notions 
he  has  entertained,  and  efpecially  thofe  which  he  has  openly  and 
vigoroufly  efpoufed,  difputed  and  oppofed.  This  may  pofiibly 
lead  him,  in  Terms  of  ftrong  Indignation,  to  pour  out  his  Zeal 
and  his  Rage  before  God,  in  a  fond  Conceit,  that,  as  the  God 
of  Truth,  he  is  the  Patron  of  thofe  favourite  Dodtrines,  by  whole 
fair  Appearances  perhaps  he  himfelf  is  milled.  And  if  thefe 
fpeculative  Refinements,  or  thefe  afFedtionate  Sallies  of  the  Mind, 
be  confident  with  a  total  Abfence  of  true  Religion,  they  are 
much  more  apparently  confident  with  a  very  low  Edate  of  it. 
I  would  defire  to  lead  you,  my  Friend,  into  fublimer  Notions 
and  juder  Marks  ;  and  refer  you  to  other  Pradlical  Writers, 
and  above  all  to  the  Book  of  God,  to  prove  how  material 
they  are.  I  would  therefore  intreat  you,  to  bring  your  own 

Heart 


r2lS 


7rue  Marks  of  it  are  Love  to  GOD, 
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S'thefe.  anfWer’  35  in  tbc  PrefenCe  ofGoD>  t0  *»«*  En 


quirie* 


„  V3'  ,D°  y°aJnd  “  Divine  Love,  on  the  whole,  advanciro 
your  Sou!?  Do  you  feel  yourfelf  more  and  more  fenfible  ofthe 
Prefence  of  God  ;  and  does  that  Senfe  grow  more  delightful  >o 
you  than  tt  formerly  was  ?  Can  you,  even  when  your  natural 
Sp.ncs  are  weak  and  low,  and  you  are  not  in  any  Frame  for  the 
Ardors  and  Emf.es  of  Devotion,  neverthelefs  find  a  pleating 
Reft,  a  calm  Repofe  o,  Heart,  in  the  Thought  that  God  is  near 
you,  and  that  he  fees  the  lecret  Sentiments  of  your  Soul?  while 

Fve  'in’  “/  r6  lan°.Uring  Up  the  HiJ1>  ^d  calling  a  ionging 
-ye  towards  him,  tho  you  cannot  fay  you  enjoy  any  fenfible 

Communications  from  him  ?  Is  it  agreable  to  you  to  open  your 

bare  of  h'S  ^rvr  £  ‘f0n  ReSard>  t0  prefent  it  to  him  laid 

i  I,/  7  DlfSul{e>  a"d  t0  fay  with  David,  thou,  Lord, 

knovjeji  thy  Servant  ej  !  Do  you  find  agrowing  Efteem  and 

Approbation  of  that  faced  Law  of  Gon,  which  is  the  Tranfcript 

of  his  moral  Perfedlions  ?  Do  you  inward! y  efieem  all  his  Precepts 

TCZ‘”Ser  ltng\‘°  P ,ight  (f>  ?  Do  y°u  decern,  not  only 
thferwfej-effity’  but  ,tf*e  Eeafonablenefs,  the  Beauty,  the  Pleafure 
of  Obedience  ;  and  feel  a  growing  Scorn  and  Contempt  ofthofe 
Things,  which  may  be  offered  as  the  Price  of  your  Innocence, 
«nd  would  tempt  you  to  facnfice  or  to  hazard  your  Intereft  in 
the  divine  Favour  and  Friendlhip?  Do  you  find  an  ingenuous 
Define  to  pleafe  God  ?  not  only  becaufe  He  isfo  powerful  and 
has  fo  many  good  and  fo  many  evil  Things  entirely  at  hisCora- 
inand  ;  but  from  a  Veneration  of  his  mod  amiable  Nature  and 
Chara&er  ?  And  do  you  find  your  Heart  habitually  reconciled 
1°  tumble  Sutye<^,on>  both  t0  his  commanding,  and  to 

his  difpofing  V  ill?  Do  you  perceive,  that  your  own  Willis 
now  more  ready  and  difpofed,  in  every  Circumftance,  to  bear 
the  1  oke,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  divine  Determination,  whatever 
He  appoint  to  be  born  or  forborn  ?  Can  you  in  Patience  tojffefs 
your  Soul( g)?  Can  you  maintain  a  more  fleady  Calmnefs  and  Se¬ 
renity,  when  God  is  ftriking  at  your  deareft  Enjoyments  in  this 
World,  and  a&ing  mod  diredtly  contrary  to  your  prelent  Inte¬ 
rs*  to  your  natural  Paflions  and  Defires  ?  If  you  can,  it  is  a 
moll  certain  and  noble  Sign,  that  Grace  is  grown  up  in  you  to 
a  very  vigorous  State.  7 

§.  4.  Examine  alfo,  Ci  what  AffeBions  you  find  in  your 
Heart  towards  tho  fe  who  are  round  about  you,  and  towards  the 
V  refi  °f  Mankind  in  general.”— Do  you  find  your  Heart  over- 

...  ..  „  flow 

{e}  2  Sam.  vu.  20.  (fj  PfaJ.  cxix.  128.  (g)  Luke  xxi.  19. 


Ch.  2 6. 


and  Benevolence  to  Men'. 


2  if 


flow  with  undiffembled  and  unreftrained  Benevolence  ?  Are  you 
more  feniible  than  you  once  were,  of  thofe  many  endearing 
Bonds,  which  unite  all  Men,  and  cfpecially  all  Chriflians,  into 
one  Community  ;  which  make  them  Brethren  and  Fellow  Citi¬ 
zens  ?  Do  all  the  unfriendly  Paffions  die  and  wither  in  your 
Soul,  while  the  kind  Social  Affe&ions  grow  and  {Lengthen  ? 
And  though  Self-love  was  never  the  reigning  Paftion,  fince  you 
became  a  true  Chriftian  ;  yet  as  fome  Remainders  of  it  are  ftill 
too  ready  to  work  inwardly,  and  to  fhew  themfelves,  efpecifllly 
as  fudden  Occafions  arife,  do  you  perceive,  that  you  get  ground 
of  them  ?  Do  you  think  of  yourfelf  only  as  one  of  a  great 
Number,  whofe  particular  Interefts  and  Concerns  are  of  little 
Importance  when  compared  with  thofe  of  the  Community,  and 
ought  by  all  Means,  on  all  Occafions,  to  be  facrificed  to  them  ? 

5.  Reflect  efpecially  “  on  the  Temper  of  your  Mind  to - 
*l  wards  thoje ,  whom  an  unjanftified  Heart  might  be  ready  to 
“  imagine,  it  had  fome  juft  Excufe  for  excepting  out  of  the  Lift 
“  of  thofe  it  loves ,  and  towards  whom  you  are  ready  to  feel  a 
“  fecret  Averfion,  or  at  lead  an  Alienation  from  them.”  —  How 
does  your  Mind  Hand  affe&ed  towards  thofe  who  differ  from 
you  in  their  Religious  Sentiments  and  Pra&ices  ?  I  do  not  fay, 
that  Chriftian  Charity  will  require  you,  to  think  every  Error 
harmlefs.  It  argues  no  Want  of  Love  to  a  Friend  in  fome 
Cafes,  to  fear  left  his  Diforder  fhould  prove  more  fatal  than  he 
fcems  to  imagine  ;  nay  fometimes,  the  very  Tcndernefs  of 
Friendfhip  may  increafe  that  Apprehenfion.  But  to  hate  Perfons 
becaufe  we  think  they  are  miftaken,  and  to  aggravate  every 
Difference  in  Judgment  or  Pradlice  into  a  fatal  and  damnable 
Error  that  deftroys  all  Chriftian  Communion  and  Love,  is  a 
Symptom  generally  much  worfe  than  the  Evil  it  condemns. 
Do  you  love  the  Image  of  Christ  in  a  Perfon,  who  thinks  him- 
felf  obliged  in  Confcience  to  profefs  and  worfhip  in  a  Manner 
different  from  yourfelf  ?  Nay  farther,  can  you  love  and  honour 
that  which  is  truly  amiable  and  excellent,  in  thofe,  in  whom 
much  isdefe&ive  ;  in  thofe,  in  whom  there  is  a  Mixture  of  Bi¬ 
gotry  and  Narrownefs  of  Spirit,  which  may  lead  them  perhaps 
to  flight,  or  even  to  cenfure  you  ?  Can  you  love  them>  as  the 
Difciples  and  Servants  of  Christ,  who  through  a  miftaken  Zeal 
may  be  ready  to  caft  out  your  Name  as  evil ,  fhj  and  to  warn 
others  againft  you  as  a  dangerous  Perfon  ?  This  is  none  of  the 
leaft  Triumphs  of  Charity ,  nor  any  defpicable  Evidence  of  an  Ad¬ 
vance  in  Religion. 

§.  6. 

(h)  Luke  vi,  22, 
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§•  6.  And,  on  this  Head,  refLft  fnnhur  “ 

“  bear  Ini,,*;. .  s”  tl  •  farther,  how  can  you 

Refnefl  h  t,  ”  "  hCre  IS  3  Certain  Hardinefs  of  Soul  inLs 
Kefpefl,  which  argues  a  confirmed  State  in  Piety  and  Vi» 

Does  every '  Thing  of  this  Kind  hurry  and  ruffl  Lu  f0  ‘  to 

put  you  on  Contrivances,  how  you  may  recompense  or  at  leaft 

W  you  may  d.fgrace  and  expofe  him,  who  L  done  yoi  the' 

■o"'”da!'h:„ihoc,t , -  «4 *« 

Things  )  nitvimr  L  “J  •  ’  l  7  ,{wj)en  >ou  Jccolledt  thefe 
Tempers  an7vf/  Faymg,  f°r  tllofe>  who  whh  lbc  worft 
‘Temper indeed  :  andV/wfl/ ownl  IZch  ™ 11 “  *  ^  ^ 

rife  °fo  far  JSead  “f  T"  ^  fIcr0“  it 

T-V  GW  (i,  Watch  over  ycT  ^rif 

rea°HvUro  Whfn  InJUM£S  are  0ffered  J  and  iee  whether  you"  be 
leady  to  meditate  upon  them,  to  aggravate  them  to  you'rfelf  to 

Sou  in  T  t0  °therS’  an,d  t0  ,a^  011  aI1  the  Load  of  Blame 
tha,  >ou  in  Julhce  can  ;  or  whether  you  be  ready  to  put  the 

kmdeft  Conftrudhon  upon  the  Offence,  to  excufeit  as  far  as  Rea- 
0£J  j  q  p  g  ^*_e  ri  \  ,  f  *  i  ,  _  ^  wear  a  black  and 

before  ifv  T  fm8'Ve  h,eanil7  10  for2ive  ir.  and  that  even 
before  any  Submtflion  is  made,  or  Pardon  afted  ;  and  in  To¬ 
ken  or  the  Sincerity  of  that  Forgivenefs,  to  be  contriving  what 

an  be  aone  by  fome  Benefit  or  other  towards  the  injurious  Per- 
ion,  to  teach  him  a  better  Temper 

i  7  ExAMtNE  farther,  “  with  Regard  to  the  ether  Evils 
and  La. amities  of  Life,  and  even  with  Regard  to  its  Uncer- 
.  tai>,!US[, how  can  you  bear  them  Do  you  find,  your  Sou! 
is  in  this  Refpeft  gathering  Strength  ?  Have  you  fewer  fore¬ 
boding  Fears  and  disquieting  Alarms,  than  you  once  had  as  to 
what  may  happen  in  Life  ?  Can  you  trufi  the  Wifdom  and 
Goodneis  of  God,  to  order  your  Affairs  for  you,  with  more 
Complacency  and  Chearfulnefs  than  formerly  ?  Do  you  find 
you  are  able  to  unite  your  Thoughts  more  in  furveying  prefent 
Circumftances,  that  you  may  collect  immediate  Duty  from  them 
thougn  you  know  not  what  Gou  will  next  appoint  or  call  you 
to?  And  when  you  fee i  the  Smart  of  AffliQion,  do  you  make 
a  jets  Matter  of  it  ?  Can  you  transfer  your  Heart  more  eafily 
to  Heavenly  and  Divine  Objects,  without  an  anxious  Solicitude 
whether  this  or  that  Burthen  be  removed,  fo  it  may  but  be’ 

fanfhfied  to  promote  your  Communion  with  Goo,  and  your 
Ripcnels  for  Glory  ?  ’  ' 


€i 


ft 


(0 


Rom. 


xu. 


i. 
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Fortitude  of  Mind,  and  Humility  :  l 

§.  8.  Examine  alfo,  “  whether  you  advance  in  Humility V 
—•This  is  a  filent,  but  molt  excellent  Grace  ;  and  they  who  are 
mod  eminent  in  it,  are  deared  to  God,  and  moil  dt  for  the 
Communications  of  h;s  Prefence  to  them.  Do  you  then  feel 
your  Mind  more  emptied  of  proud  and  haughty  Imaginations  ? 
Not  prone  fo  much  to  look  back  upon  pall  Services  which  it 
has  performed,  as  forward  to  thofe  which  are  yet  before  you, 
and  inward  upon  the  remaining  Imperfections  of  your  Heart  ? 
Do  you  more  tenderly  obferve  your  daily  Slips  and  Mifcarriages, 
and  find  your  Self  difpofed  to  mourn  over  thofe  Things  before 
the  Lord,  that  once  palfed  with  you  as  flight  Matters ;  tho’ 
when  you  come  to  furvey  them,  as  in  the  Prelence  of  God,  yon 
find  they  were  not  wholly  involuntary,  or  free  from  Guilt?  Do 
you  feel  in  your  Bread  a  deeper  Apprehenfion  of  the  infinite 
Majefiy  of  the  blefled  God,  and  of  the  Glory  of  his  Natural 
and  moral  Perfections  ;  fo  as,  in  Confequence  of  thefe  Views, 
to  perceive  yourfelf  ( as  it  were  )  annihilated  in  his  Prefence, 
and  to  fhrink  into  lefs  than  Nothing,  and  Vanity  (k)  ?  If  this  be 
your  Temper,  God  will  look  upon  you  with  peculiar  Favour, 
and  will  vifit  you  more  and  more  with  the  diitinguifhed  Blefftngs 
of  h  is  Grace. 

§.  9.  But  there  is  another  great  Branch  and  EJfeSl  of  Chrifian 
Humility ,  which  it  would  be  an  unpardonable  Negligence  to 
omit.  Let  me  therefore  farther  enquire  :  Are  you  more  fre¬ 
quently  renewing  your  Application,  your  fincere,  heady,  determi¬ 
nate  Application,  to  the  Right eoufnefs  and  Blood  V'ChrIst  ;  as 
being  fenfible  how  unworthy  you  are  to  appear  before  God, 
otherwise  than  in  Him?  And  do  the  remaining  Corruptions  of 
your  Heart  humble  you  before  him,  tho’  the  Diforders  of  your 
Life  are  in  a  great  Meafure  cured  ?  Are  you  more  earneji  to  'ob¬ 
tain  the  quickening  Influences  of  the  Holy  Spir.it;  a»d  have 
you  fucli  a  Senfe  of  your  own  Weaknefs,  as  to  engage  you  to 
depend,  in  all  the  Duties  you  perform,  upon  the  Communica¬ 
tions  of  his  Grace  to  help  your  Infirmities  (1)  ?  Can  you,  at  the 
Clofie  of  your  mod  religious,  exemplary,  and  ufeful  Days,  blufh 
before  God  for  the  Deficiencies  of  them,  while  others  perhaps 
may  be  ready  to  admire  and  extol  your  Conduct  ?  And  while 
you  give  the  Glory  of  all  that  has  been  right  to  him,  from 
whom  the  Strength  and  Grace  has  been  derived,  are  you  com¬ 
ing  to  the  Blood  of  Sprinkling,  to  free  you  from  the  Guilt  which 
mingles  itfelf  even  with  the  bed  of  your  Services  ?  Do  you 
learn  to  receive  the  Bounties  of  Providence,  not  only  with 

Thankfulnefs 

(k)  Ifai.  xl  17.  (I)  Rom.  viii.  26. 
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Skfu'"Efl  asf  cromiDg  God,  but  with  a  Mixture  oi 
Confufion  too,  under  a  Confcioufnefs  that  you  do 
not  deferve  them  and  are  continually  forfeiting  them  >  And  do 
you  jufttfy  Providence  in  your  Afflidtions  and  Difappointmer  t 

pXhy6  whofe  Off  Ifir S  T°Und  y°U  in  'he  ^  aoom  of 

\  l° ■  advance  “  in  Zeal  and  Aaivity,  for  the 

Service  of  GOD,  and  the  Happine/s  of  Mankind  ?  ”  __  n„  ' 

S  »  “  “<1  *»<i  W™,  b,  .  continual  Fto* ?f 

w^hdt!V?brf  l  V  Can  you  view  the  Sorrows  of  others 
with  tender  Compaliion,  and  with  Projects  and  Contrivances 

what  you  may  do  to  relieve  them  ?  Do  you  feel  in  your  Bread, 

that  you  are  more  frequently  devifing  liberal  T kings  (m)  and 

ready  to  wave  your  own  Advantage  or  Pleafure  that  you  ma» 

accomplilh  them?  Do  you  find  your  Imagination  teeing  L 

K  were  ;  with  Conceptions  and  Schemes,  for  the  Advancement 

of  the  Caufe  and  Intereft  of  Christ  in  the  World,  for  the  Pro 

pagation  of  his  Gofpel,  and  for  the  Happinefs  of  your  Fellow: 

fi.rh  JZ’  And  d°  ynU  n0t  °nly  Pray>  but  aa  for  “  i  act  in 

fuch  a  Manner  as  to  lhew  that  you  pray  in  earned  ;  and  feel 
a  Readinefs  to  do  what  little  you  can  in  this  Caufe,  even  tho’ 
ethers,  who  might  if  they  pleafed  very  conveniently  do  a  vaft 

i  i  t.  And,  not  to  enlarge  on  this  copious  Head,  reflea  one* 
more  hew  your  Affea,ons  fiand,  with  Regard  to  this  World, 

.  and  _  Are  you  more  deeply  and  praflically  con- 

vinced  of  the  Vanity  of  thefe  Things  which  are  fen,  Li  are 
Temporal  (n)  ?  Do  you  perceive  your  Expeditions  from  them 
and  your  Attachments  to  them,  to  diminilh  ?  You  are  willing 
to  day  in  this  World,  as  long  as  your  Father  pleafes  ;  and  it  is 
right  and  well  .•  But  do  you  find  your  Bonds  fo  loofened  to  it 
that  you  are  willing,  heartily  willing,  to  leave  it  at  the  (horteft 
Warning  ;  fo  that  if  God  Ihould  fee  fit  to  fummon  you  away 
on  a  fudden,  tho’  it  ihould  be  in  the  midft  of  your  Enjoyments 
rurlu  its.  Expeditions,  and  Hopes,  you  would  cordially  confent 
to  that  Remove  ;  without  faying,  “  Lord,  let  me  flay  a  little 
while  longer,  to  enjoy  this  or  that  agreeable  Entertainment, 

‘ .  t0  th,s  or  th«  Scheme  ?  ”  Can  you  think  with  an  ha¬ 
bitual  Calmnefs  and  hearty  Approbation,  if  fuch  be  the  Divine 
Pleafure,  of  waking  no  more  when  you  lie  down  on  your  Bed, 
cf  returning  Home  no  more  when  you  go  out  of  your  Houle  ? 

(m)  Ifai.  xxxn.  3.  (n)  2  Cor.  iv.  ig. 
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And  yet,  on  the  other  Hand,  how  great  foever  the  Burthens 
of  Life  are,  do  you  find  a  Willingnefs  to  bear  them,  in  Sub- 
miftion  to  the  Will  of  your  heavenly  Father,  tho’  it  lhould  be 
to  many  future  Years  ;  and  tho’  they  fliould  be  Years  of  far 
greater  Affliction,  than  you  have  ever  yet  feen  ?  Can  you  fay 
calmly  and  fteadily,  if  not  with  luch  Overflowings  of  tender 
AfFedions  as  you  could  defire,  “  Behold,  thy  Servant,  thy 
“  Child,  is  in  thine  Hand,  do  with  me  as  feemeth  good  in  thy 
“  Sight  !  (o)  My  Will  is  melted  into  thine  ;  to  be  lifted  up  or 

laid  down  ,  to  be  carried  out  or  brought  in,  to  be  here  or 
“  there,  in  this  or  that  Circumflance,  juft  as  thou  pleafeft,  and 
**  as  fhall  beft  fuit  with  thy  great  cxtenflve  Plan,  which  it  is 
“  impoflible  that  I,  or  all  the  Angels  in  Heaven,  fhould  mend.” 

$.  12.  Th  ese,  if  I  underftand  Matters  aright,  are  fome  of 
the  moil  fubftantial  Evidences  of  Growth  and  Eftablifhment  in 
Religion.  Search  after  them  :  Blefs  God  for  them,  fo  far  as 
you  difeover  them  in  yourfelf ;  and  ftudy  to  advance  in  them 
daily,  under  the  Influences  of  Divine  Grace,  to  which  I  hearti¬ 
ly  recommend  you,  and  to  which  I  intreat  you  frequently  to 
recommend  yourfeif. 

The  Christian  breathing  came  fly  after  Growth  in  Grace, 


iS  /~\H  Thou  ever  blefled  Fountain  of  Natural  and  Spiritual 
tc  Life  !  I  thank  thee,  that  I  live,  and  know  the  Exer- 

44  dies  and  Pleafures  of  a  Religious  Life.  I  blefs  thee,  that 
“  thou  haft  infufed  into  me  thine  own  vital  Breath,  tho’  I  was 
“  once  dead  in  Trefpaffes  and  Sins  (p),  fo  that  1  am  become ,  in  a 
4t  Senfe  peculiar  to  thine  own  Children,  a  living  Soul  (q).  But 
it  is  mine  earneft  Deflre,  that  I  may  not  only  live  but  grow  5 
grow  in  Grace ,  and  in  the  Knowledge  of  my  Lord  and  Saviour 
*e  Jelus  Chrif  (r),  upon  an  Acquaintance  with  whom  my  Pro- 
“  grefs  in  it  fo  evidently  depends  !  In  this  View  I  humbly 
intreat  thee,  that  . thou  wilt  form  my  Mind  to  right  Notions 
in  Religion,  that  I  may  not  judge  of  Grace  by  any  wrong 
Conceptions  of  it,  nor  meafure  my  Advances  in  it  by  thofe 

£<  Things,  which  are  merely  the  Effeds  of  Nature,  and  poffibly 
“  its  corrupt  EfFeds  l 


6  S 


(  < 


May  I  be  feeking  after  an  Tncreafe  of  Divine  Love  to  thee, 

1  */*  •  .  ^  ^ ^  unreferved  Reftgnation  to 

Uiy  wife  and  holy  Will,  and  of  extenftve  Benevolence  to  my 

(o)  2  Sam.  xv.  26.  (p)  Eph.  ii.  1.  (q)  Gen. 

(r)  2  Pet.  111.  ig. 


n.  7, 
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Soul°7nCHatUTS !  Patiencc  and  Fortitude  of 

DifDofitinn  j30  f'63  ’  'n  Spirituality  and  a  Heavenly 

F,  °f  Mind,  and  in  a  Concern,  that  whether  prefent 
or  abfent  l  may  be  accepted  of  the  Lord  (s),  that  whether  1 

kToweft  7  h  may  ^  /°:  Hu  Glofy  '  In  a  Word,  as  thou 

eft  1  burger  amt  thirft  after  Fighteoufnejs,  make  me 

hvt  rW  b,°HTWn0U  dft  deIiSht  t0  fee  me  !  Draw  on  my  Soul, 
y  gen  le  Influences  of  thy  gracious  Spirit,  every  Trace 

mavfI"y/ea:rep,Wh;Ch  thine  Eye>  °h  Hea^nly Father! 

-  . WKh  Pif>fure.  and  which  thou  mayeft  acknow- 

ieage  as  thine  own  image  ! 

“  1  „am/enf!b!e>  °h  Lord,  1  have  not  as  yet  attained :  Yea, 
y  Soul  is  utterly  confounded  to  think,  how  far  I  am  from 

'(‘>g  a  rea  y  pcrfeSi  :  But  this  one  Thing ,  (after  the  great  Ex¬ 
ample  of  thine  Apoftle,  and  the  much  greater  of  his  Lord,) 
I  would  endeavour  to  do  ;  forgetting  the  Things  which  are 
behmd  1  would  prefs  forwards  to  thofe  which  are  before,  ftl 
Oh  that  thou  wouldft  feed  my  Soul  by  thy  Word  and  Spirit ! 

avmg  been,  as  I  humbly  hope  and  truft,  regenerated  by  it, 
bang  bom  again,  not  of  corruptible  Seed,  but  of  incorruptible, 
even  by  thy  Word  which  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever,  Tul  *r 
*  new  lorn  Babe  1  define  the  fincere  Milk  of  the  Word ',  that  1 
may  oas  t  ere  y  [x]  And  may  my  prof  ting  appear  unto  all 
Men  m  till  at  length  / come  unto  a  perfeS  Man ,  unto  the 
Meafure  of  the  Stature  of  the  Fulnefs  of  Cbrift  ;  [z]  and  after 
a\  ing  emoyc  the  Ueafures  of  thofe  that  fourijh  eminently 
in  thy  Courts  below,  be  fixed  in  the  Paradife  above  1  I  alk,  and 
hope  it  tnrough  him,  of  whofe  Fulnejs  we  have  all  received 

even  Grace  for  Grace,  [a]  To  him  be  G  lory ,  both  now  and 
for  ever  !  [b]  Amen. 


[s]  2  Cor.  v.  9.  [t]  Phil.  iii.  12,  1 

[x_  i  Pet.  ii.  2.  [yj  1  Tim.  iv.  k 
[a]  Johni.  16.  [b]  2  Pet.  iii.  rS. 


fu]  i  Pet.  1.  2* 


[z]  Eph.  iv.  13. 
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Ch.  27.  Joy  in  GOD±  our  Priviledge  and  Duty . 


CHAP.  XXVII. 


The  advanced  Christian  reminded 
of  the  Mercies  of  God,  and  exhort¬ 
ed  to  the  Exercifes  of  habitual  Love 
to  him,  and  Joy  in  him. 

'An  holy  Joy  in  GOD ,  our  Privilege,  as  well  as  our  Duty.  §.  1. 
The  Chrifian  invited  ts  the  Exercife  of  it  ;  §.2.  ( 1  )  By 

the  Representation  of  Temporal  Mercies.  §.  3.  (2.)  By  the 

Corf  deration  of  Spiritual  Favours.  §.  4.  (3  )  By  the  Views 
of  Eternal  Happinefs.  §.  5.  And,  (4.)  Of  the  Mercies  of 
GOD  to  others,  the  Living,  and  the  Dead.  6.  The  Chapter 
clofes  with  an  Exhortation  to  this  heavenly  Exercife ,  §.  7. 

and  with  an  Example  of  the  genuine  Workings  of  this  grateful 
Joy  in  GOD. 

*•  T  WOULD  now  fuppofe  my  Reader  to  find,  on  au 
JL  Examination  of  his  Spiritual  State,  that  he  is  growing 
in  Grace.  And  if  you  defire,  that  this  Growth  may  at  once  be 
Acknowledged  and  promoted,  let  me  call  your  Soul  to  that  more 
ajfedionat e  Exercife  of  Love  to  GOD  and  foy  in  him±  which  fu its* 
and  (Lengthens,  and  exalts  the  Character  of  the  advanced  Chri- 
fban  ;  and  which  I  beleech  you  to  regard,  not  only  as  your  Pri¬ 
vilege,  but  as  your  Duty  too.  Love  is  the  mod  iublime  gene¬ 
rous  Principle  of  all  true  and  acceptable  Obedience  ;  and  with 
Love,  when  fo  wifely  ana  happily  fixed,  when  io  certainly  re¬ 
turned,  Joy,  proportionable  Joy,  mud  naturally  be  connected. 
It  may  judly  grieve  a  Man  that  enters  into  the  Spirit  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  to  fee  how  low  a  Life  the  Generality  even  of  fincereChri- 
ilians  commonly  live  in  this  Relpeft.  Rejoice  then  in  the  Lord9 
ye  Righteous ,  and  give  l  hanks  at  the  Remembrance  of  his  Holinefs , 
[a]  and  of  all  tnofe  otner  Perfections  and  Glories,  which  are 
iucluaea  in  that  majedick,  that  wonderful,  that  delightful  Name, 
The  Lord  thy  God  !  Spend  not  your  facred  Moments  merely 

(a)  Pfal.  xcvii,  12. 

in 
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in  Confeffion,  or  in  Petition,  tho’  each  mult  have  their  daily  Share- 

\vroefMaCY  MblePar1'  to  the  Celeftial  and  Angelick 
,„k  °{Pra’fe-  Yea,  labour  to  carry  about  with  you  continu- 

•  /  an  overflowing  vvith  luch  Sentiments,  warmed  and 
4!] flamed  with  fuch  Affedtions. 

§.  2.  Are  there  not  continually  Rays  enough  diffufed  from 
the  great  Father  of  Light  and  Love,  to  inkindle  it  in  our  Bo- 
fom  ?  Come,  my  Ch  Lilian  Friend  and  Brother,  come  and  fur- 
ley  with  me  the  Goodnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father.  And  Oh 
that  he  wouid  give  me  fuch  a  Senfe  of  it,  that  I  might  reprefent 
y  m  a  fuitable  Manner  5  that  while  1  am  mufmg,  the  Fire  may 

a^a  “  0Wn  .^eart»  M  and  communicated  to  yours  * 
-And  Oh  that  it  might  pafs  with  the  Lines  I  write,  from  Soul 

toboul^;  awakening  m  the  Breaft  of  every  Chriflian  that  reads 
tnem  Sentiments  more  worthy  of  the  Children  of  God  and 
the  Heirs  of  Glory  ;  who  are  to  fpend  an  Eternity  in’ thofe 
acred  Exercifes,  to  which  I  am  now  endeavouring  to  excite 

f-  3-  Have  you  not  Reafon  to  adopt  the  Words  of  David, 
and  fay,  How  many  are  thy  gracious  Thoughts  unto  me,  Oh  Lord  / 
How  great  is  the  Sum  of  them!  When  1  would  count  them,  they 
are  more  in  Number  than  the  Sand,  [c]  You  indeed  know,  where 
to  begin  the  Survey  j  for  the  Favours  of  God  to  you  begun 
with  your  Being,  Commemorate  it  therefore  with  a  grateful 
Jrieai  C,  that  the  Eyes,  which  Jaw  your  Sub Jiance,  beinor  yet  im- 
ferfed,  beheld  you  with  a  friendly  Care,  when  you  were  made 
in  Secret,  and  have  watched  over  you  ever  fince  ;  and  that  the 
Hand,  which  drew  the  Plan  of  your  Members,  when  as  yet  there 
was  none  of  them ,  [d]  not  only  fafhioned  them  at  firfl,  but  from 
that  Time  has  been  concerned  in  keeping  all  your  Bones,  fo  that 
not  one  of  them  is  broken  ;  [e]  and  that  indeed,  it  is  to ’this  yon 
owe  it,  that  you  live.  Look  back  upon  the  Path  you  have  trod, 
from  the  Day  that  God  brought  you  out  of  the  Womb,  and  fay, 
vvhether  you  do  not  (as  it  were)  fee  all  the  Road  thick  fet  with 
tne  Marks  and  Memorials  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs.  Recollect 
the  Places  where  you  have  lived,  and  the  Perfons  with  whom 
you  have  moft  intimately  converfed  ;  and  call  to  mind  the  Mer¬ 
cies  you  have  received  in  thofe  Places,  and  from  thofe  Perfons, 
as  the  Inftruments  of  the  Divine  Care  and  Goodnefs.  Recoiled 
the  Difficulties  and  Dangers,  with  which  you  have  been  fur- 
rounded  ;  and  reflea  attentively  on  what  God  hath  done  to 

defend 

[b]  PfaJ.  xxxix.  3.  [c]  Pfal.  cxxxix.17,  18.  [dl  Pfal, 

txxxix.  15,  1 6,  [ej  Pfal,  xxxiw  20, 
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defend  you  from  them,  or  to  carry  you  through  them.  Think, 
how  often  there  has  been  but  a  Step  between  you  and  Death  ; 
and  how  fuddenly  God  hath  fometimes  interpofed  to  fet  you  in 
Safety,  even  before  you  apprehended  your  Danger.  Think  of 
thofc  Chambers  of  Illnefs,  in  which  you  have  been  confined,  and 
from  whence  perhaps  you  once  thought  you  fhould  go  forth  no 
more  ;  but  /aid,  (with  Hezekiab)  in  the  cutting  off  of  your  Days , 
1  Jhatl  go  to  the  Gates  of  the  Grave,  1  am  deprived  of  the  Ref~ 
due  of  my  Tears .  [f]  God  has,  it  may  be,  fince  that  Time, 
added  many  Years  to  your  Life  ;  and  you  know7  not  how  many 
may  be  in  Referve,  or  how  much  Ufefulnefs  and  Happinefs 
may  attend  each.  Survey  your  Circumftances  in  Relative  Life; 
how  many  kind  Friends  are  furrounding  you  daily,  and  fludying 
how  they  may  contribute  to  your  Comfort.  Refledt  on  thofe 
remarkable  Circumftances  in  Providence,  which  occafioned  the 
knitting  of  fome  Bonds  of  this  kind,  which,  next  to  thofe  which 
join  your  Soul  to  God,  you  number  among  the  happieft.  And 
forget  not,  in  how  many  Inftances,  when  thefe  dear  Lives  have 
been  threatened,  Lives  perhaps  more  fenfibly  dear  than  your 
own,  God  hath  given  them  back  from  the  Borders  of  the  Grave, 
and  fo  added  new  Endearments  arifing  from  that  tender  Circum- 
flance  to  ail  your  After- Converfe  with  them.  Nor  forget,  in 
how  gracious  a  Manner  he  hath  fupported  fome  others  in  their 
laft  Moments,  and  enabled  them  to  leave  behind  a  fweet  Odour 
of  Piety,  which  hath  embalmed  their  Memories,  revived  you 
when  ready  to  faint  under  the  Sorrows  of  the  firft  Separation, 
and,  on  the  whole,  made  even  the  Recolle&ion  of  their  Death 
delightful. 

§.  4.  But  it  is  more  than  Time,  that  I  lead  on  your  Thoughts 
to  the  many  Spiritual  Mercies,  which  God  hath  bellowed  upon 
you.  Look  back,  as  it  were,  to  the  P-ock  from  whence  you  were 
hewn,  and  to  the  Hole  of  the  Pst  from  whence  you  were  digged. 
[g]  Reiledl  ferioufly  on  the  State,  wherein  Divine  Grace  found 
you  :  Under  how  much  Guilt ;  under  how  much  Pollution  !  In 
what  Danger  ;  in  what  Ruin  l  Think  what  was,  and  Oh  think 
with  yet  deeper  Refle&ion,  what  would  have  been  the  Cafe. 
The  Eye  of  God,  which  penetrates  into  Eternity,  faw  what 
your  Mind,  amufed  with  the  Trifles  of  prefent  Time  and  fen- 
fual  Gratification,  was  utterly  ignorant  and  regardlefs  of.  It 
faw  you  on  the  Borders  of  Eternity,  and  pitied  you:  faw,  that 
you  would  in  a  little  d  ime  have  been  fuch  a  heiplsfs,  wretched 
jCreature,  as  the  Sinner  that  is  juft  now  dead,  and  has  to  his  in- 

0.2  finite 

[fj  Ifai.  xxxviii.  10, 


[g]  I fa(.  li.  1. 
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finite  Surprize  and  everlafting  Terror  met  his  unexpeded  Doom; 
and  would  like  him  hand  thunder- (truck  in  Aftonifhment  and 
^eipair.  I  his  God  faw,  and  he  pitied  you  ;  and  being  merci¬ 
ful  to  you  he  provided  in  the  Counfels  of  his  Eternal  Love  and 
Grace  a  Kedeemer  for  you,  and  fur  chafed  you  to  himfelf  with 
the  Blood  of  his  Son  :  A  Price,  which  if  you  will  paufe  upon  it, 
2nn  t 1!r:  cnoufly  what  it  was,  muft  furely  a fifed  you  to  fuch 
a  iJegree,  as  to  make  you  fall  down  before  God  in  Wonder 
sn  .iame,  to  think  that  it  fhouldever  have  been  given  for  you. 
To  accomplifh  thefe  bleffed  Purpofes,  He  fent  his  Grace  : into 
your  ieart  ;  10  that  though  you  revere  once  Darknefs ,  you  are 
mw  Light  in  the  Lord,  (hi  He  made  that  happy  Charge 
which  you  now  feel  m  your  Soul,  and  by  his  Holy  Spirit ,  which 
rs  given  to  you  he  Jhed  abroad  that  Principle  of  Love,  (i)  which 
2j>  lnkmdled  by  this  Review,  and  now  flames  with  greater  Ar- 
or  than  before.  Lh us  far  he  hath  fupportedyou  in  your  Chri- 
lan  our  e  ;  and  having  obtained  Help  from  him  it  is,  that  you 
continue  even  to  this  Day.  (k)  He  hath  not  only  bh/Ttd  you, 
but  made  you  a  Blejfing  :  (\)  And  though  you  have  not  been 
io  ufeful  as  that  Holy  Generofity  of  Heart,  which  he  has  exci¬ 
ted,  would  have  engaged  you  to  defire,  yet  fome  Good  you 
have  done  in  the  the  Station  in  which  he  has  fixed  you.  Some 
o  your  Brethren  of  Mankind  have  been  relieved,  perhaps  too 
lome  thoughtlefs  Creature  reclaimed  to  Virtue  and  Happinefs, 
by  his  Blefling  on  your  Endeavours.  Some  in  the  Way  to  Hea¬ 
ven,  are  praifing  God  for  you  ;  and  iome  perhaps  already  there, 
are  longing  for  your  Arrival,  that  they  may  thank  you  in  nobler 
and  more  expreffive  Forms  for  Benefits,  the  Importance  of  which 

they  now  fufficiently  underhand,  though  while  here  they  could 
never  conceive  it. 

§.  5.  Christian,  look  round  on  the  numberlefs  Bleffings  of 
one  Kind  and  of  another,  with  which  you  are  already  eneem - 
taffecl  5  and  advance  your  Profped  hill  farther,  to  what  Faith 
yet  ducovers  within  the  Veil.  Think  of  thofe  now  unknown 
J  ranfports,  with  which  thou  fhalc  drop  every  Burthen  in  tha 
Grave,  and  thine  immortal  Spirit  fha.ll  mount,  light  and  joyful, 
holy  and  happy,  to  God,  its  Original,  its  Support,  and  its  Hope; 
to  God,  the  Source  of  Being,  of  Holinefs,  and  of  Pleafure  ;  to 
Jxsus,  through  whom  all  thefe  Mercies  are  derived  to  thee,  and 
who  will  appoint  thee  a  Throne  near  his  own,  to  be  for  ever 
ths  Spectator  and  Partaker  of  his  Glory.  Think  of  the  Rap¬ 
ture, 

(h)  Eph.  v.  8.  (i)  Rom.  v.  5.  (kj  Ads  xxvi.  22, 

OJ  Gsn.  xii.  a. 


Ch.  27,'  and  confder  the  Joy  that  others poffefs.  2*>.§ 

ture,  with  which  thou  (halt  attend  his  Triumph  in  the  Refur- 
reclion  Day,  and  receive  this  poor  mouldering  corruptible  Body 
transformed  into  his  glorious  Image  ;  and  then  think,  “  l  hefe 
“  Hopes  are  not  mine  alone,  but  the  Hopes  of  I  houfands  and 
((  Millions.  Multitudes,  whom  I  number  among  the  deareft 
4t  of  my  Friends  upon  Earth,  are  rejoicing  with  me  in  thele 
i(  Apprehenfions  and  Vievvs  :  And  God  gives  me  fometime3 
<c  to  fee  the  Smiles  on  their  Cheeks,  the  fweet  humble  Hope 
u  that  fparkles  in  their  Eyes,  and  fhines  through  the  Tears  of 
tender  Gratitude  ;  and  to  hear  that  little  of  their  inward 
“  Complacency  and  Joy,  which  Language  can  exprefs.  Yea, 
and  Multitudes  more,  who  were  once  equally  dear  to  me  with 
“  thefe,  tho’  I  have  laid  them  in  the  Grave,  and  wept  over  their 
“  Dull,  are  living  to  GOD ,  living  in  the  Pofieflion  of  incon- 
“  ceivable  Delights,  and  drinking  large  Draughts  of  the  Water 
“  of  Life ,  which  flows  in  perpetual  Streams  at  his  Right 
t6  Handy 

C  6.  Oh  Chriftian,  thou  art  (till  intimately  united  and  allied 
to  them.  Death  cannot  break  a  Friendfhip  thus  cemented,  and  it 
ought  not  to  render  thee  infenfible  of  the  Happinefs  of  thofe 
Friends,  for  whofe  Memory  thou  retained:  fo  juft  an  Honour. 
They  live  to  GOD ,  as  his  Servants  ;  they  ferve  him ,  and  fee 
his  Face  ;  fmj  and  they  make  but  a  fmall  Part  of  that  glorious 
Affembly.  Millions,  equally  worthy  of  thine  Efteem  and  Af¬ 
fection  with  themfelves,  inhabit  thofe  blifsful  Regions  :  And 
wilt  thou  not  rejoice  in  their  Joy  ?  and  wilt  thou  not  adore  that 
everlafting  Spring  ofHolinefs  and  Happinefs,  from  whence  each 
of  thefe  Streams  is  derived  ?  Yea,  I  will  add,  while  the  blef- 
fed  Angels  are  fo  kindly  regarding  us,  while  they  are  vrinifirwg 
to  thee ,  Oh  Chriftian,  and  bearing  thee  in  their  Arms,  as  an 
Heir  of  Salvation,  fnj  wilt  thou  not  rejoice  in  their  Felicity 
too  ?  and  wilt  thou  not  adore  that  God,  who  gives  them  all 
the  fuperior  Glory  of  their  more  exalted  Nature,  and  gives  them 
a  Heaven,  which  fills  them  with  Bleffednefs,  even  while  they 
feemto  withdraw  from  it,  that  they  may  attend  on  thee  ? 

§.  7.  This,  and  infinitely  more  than  this,  the  Bleffed  God 
is,  and  was,  and  fhall  ever  be.  The  Felicities  of  the  bleffed 
Spirits  that  furround  his  Throne,  and  thy  Felicities,  Oh  Chii- 
flian,  are  immortal.  Thefe  heavenly  Luminaries  fhall  glow 
with  an  undecaying  Flame  ;  and  thou  (halt  fhine  and  burn 
among  them,  when  the  Sun  and  the  Stars  are  gone  out.  Still 
fhall  the  unchanging  Father  of  Lights  pour  forth  his  Beams 

3  upon 

(m)  Rev.  xxii.  3,  4.  (n)  Heb.  i.  14, 
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•’  \"d  thl  Luflre  they  refle£l  from  him,  and  the* 
EowP  rrS  m  h,m,  /hall  be  everlafing,  (ball  be  ever  growing. 

j  own»  On  taou  Child  of  Gcd,  thou  Heir  of  Glory  botv 

I  nv”’  ^  a‘  [J13?  1S  within  thee  unite  in  one  of  grateful 
Love  ;  and  let  all  that  is  around  thee,  all  that  is  te'oredtee  in 

tranfpon  tfv  So  Uf0U^ed  Eternity>  concur  to  elevate  and 
u;  /  ;  that  thou  mayeft,  as  far  as  poffible  beam 

he  Work  and  Bleffednefs  of  Heaven,  ’in  falling  Lwn  bSe 

ltd  Z  brLlu- m  °PT?  thi"C  Heart  t0  his  Selous  Influences, 
dm  breathing  put  before  him  that  Incenfe  of  Praife  which 

ie  c  warm  Beams  of  his  Prefence  and  Love  havefo  meat' a  Ten- 

&Wfe’Sr-*h  “h  a  fvW 


7he  Zrat/»lS°«l  rejoicing  in  the  Blef/lngs  of  Providence  and  Grace 
“ndjouring  cut  it felf  before  GOD  in  vigorous  and  affectionate 
hxercsfes  of  Love  and  Praife. 


H  my  God,  It  is  enough  !  I  have  mufed,  and  the  Fire 

„  pf  u  net,h  V  ( But  °h>  !n  vvllat  Language  ihall  the 
tt  lame  break  forth  1  What  can  I  fay  but  this,  that  my  Heart 

3r,eS  £here>  adores  thee,  and  loves  thee!  My  little 

i;  Xfil  t  a;  PuVs  “ can  hoId ;  and  1  wouid  p°ur  out  mi 

that  Fulnefs  before  thee,  that  it  may  grow  capable  of receiv- 

„  p,g  rn0re,and  “°re-  Thou  a«  my  Hope,  and  my  Help  ;  my 
Glory  and  the  Lifter  up  of  my  Head,  (p)  My  Heart  rejoices 
in  thy  Salvation  ;  (qj  and  when  I  let  myfelf,  under  the  In- 
fluences  of  thy  good  Spirit,  to  converle  with  thee,  a  Thou- 
Pand  del,ghtful  Thoughts  fpring  up  at  once  ;  a  Thoufand 
Sources  of  Pleafure  are  unfealed,  and  flow  in  upon  my  Soul 
with  fuch  Refrefliment  and  Joy,  that  they  feem  to  croud  into 
every  Moment  the  Happinefs  of  Days,  and  Weeks,  and 

“>  1  kiefs  fkee,  Oh  God,  for  this  Soul  of  mine,  which  thou 
haft  created  ;  which  thou  haft  taught  to  fay,  and  I  hope  to 
the  happieft  Purpofe,  Where  is  GOD  my  Maker  ?  (r) 

I  blefs  thee  for  the  Knowledge,  with  which  thou  haft 
adorned  it.  I  blefs  thee  for  that  Grace,  with  which, 

I  trutL  I  may  ( not  without  humble  Wonder)  fay  thou 
haft  fandified  it  ;  though  alas,  the  Celeftiai  Plant  is  fixed 
in  too  barren  a  Soil,  and  does  not  fiourifti  to  the  Degree  I 
could  vvilh.  “I 

(o)  Pfal.  xxxix.  3.  (P;  Pfaj.  ifl,  3,  ft)  PfaI.  xiii.  - 

(rj  Job  xxxv.  io.  •  3 
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Ch.  27*  «/  «  grateful  Joy  in  GOD. 

•  '  ® 

«  I  blefs  thee  alfo  for  that  Body  which  thou  haft  given  me, 
a  and  which  thou  preferveft  as  yet  in  its  Strength  and  Vigour; 

“  not  ‘only  capable  ofrelifhing  the  Entertainments  which  thou 
<c  provided  for  its  various  Senfes,  but  (which  I  efteem  far 
«<  more  valuable  than  any  of  them  for  its  own  Sake)  capable  of 
«  aaing  with  fome  Vivacity  in  thy  Service.  I  blefs  thee  for 
“  that  Eafe  and  Freedom,  with  which  thefe  Limbs  of  mine 
“  move  themfelves,  and  obey  the  Didates  of  my  Spirit,  I  hope 
“  as  guided  hy  thine.  I  blefs  thee,  that  the  Keepers  of,  the  Houfe 
a  do  not  yet  tremble,  nor  the  Strong  Men  bow  themfdves  ;  that 
«  they  that  look  out  of  the  V/ indaws  are  not  yet  darkened,  nor 
“  the  Daughters  of  Mujick  brought  low  :  I  blefs  thee.  Oh  God 
«  of  my  Life,  that  the  Silver  Cords  are  not  yet  loofed ,  nor  the 
tt  Golden  Bowl  broken  :  (s)  For  it  is  thine  Hand  that  braces  all 
“  my  Nerves,  and  thine  Infinite  Skill  that  prepares  thofe  Spl¬ 
it  rjts>  which  flow  in  fo  freely,  and  when  exhaufted  recruit  fo 
“  foonand  fo  plentifully. 

“  I  praife  thee  for  that  Royal  Bounty,  with  which  thou  pro* 
<e  videft  for  the  daily  Support  of  Mankind  in  general,  and  for 
“  mine  in  particular  ;  for  the  various  Table  which  thou  fpreadejl 
(i  before  me,  and  for  the  overflowing  Cup  which  thou  puttefl  into 
my  Hands .  (t)  I  blefs  thee,  that  thefe  Bounties  of  thy  Frovi- 
dence  do  not  ferve,  as  it  were,  to  upbraid  a  difabled  Appe¬ 
al  tfte,  and  are  not  like  Mejfles  of  Meat  fet  before  the  Dead.  I 
blefs  thee  too,  that  I  eat  not  my  Morfel  alone ,  (u )  but  fliare 
«  it  with  fo  many  agreeable  Friends,  who  add  the  Reiith  of  a 
«  Social  Life  to  that  of  the  Animal  at  our  Seafons  of  common 
««  Repaft.  I  thank  thee  for  fo  many  dear  Relatives  at  Home, 
«<  for  fo  many  kind  Friends  abroad,  who  are  capable  of  ferving 
«  me  in  various  Inftances,  and  difpofed  to  make  an  obliging 
“  Ufeof  that  Capacity. 

“  Nor  would  I  forget  to  acknowledge  thy  Favour,  in  ren- 
<(  dering  me  capable  of  ferving  others ,  and  giving  me  in  any 
“  Inftances  to  know,  how  much  more  bleffed  it  is  to  give ,  than 
<(  to  receive,  (x)  I  thank  thee  for  a  Heart  which  feels  the 
€t  Sorrows  of  the  Neceflitous,  and  a  Mind  which  can  make  it 
my  early  Care  and  Refrefhment  to  contrive,  according  to  my 
“  little  Ability  for  their  Relief  :  For  this  aljo  cometh  forth  from. 
<£  thee ,  Oh  Lord ,  (y )  the  great  Author  of  every  benevolent 
<c  Inclination,  of  every  prudent  Scheme,  of  every  iuccefsful 
€i  Attempt  to  fpread  Happinefs  around  us,  or  in  any  Inftance  to 
**  leffen  Diftrefs.  Q_4  “  And 

(s)  Eccl.  xii.  3,4,6.  (tj  Pfal.  xxiii.  5.  (w)  Job  xxxi. 
17.  (x)  Ads  xx.  35;,  (y  Kai.  xxviii.  29. 
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S 3 1  Al  Exa»>pl?  of  the  genuine  Workings  Ch.  27. 

of  Syt^ihy’yekhthe'mJ  S'™  ac,knowledge  *e  Pleafure* 

for  U0fs7£%  1£thee 

compleatly  Bleiled.  I  adore  thee  for  th*  !  u  aie 

Paradife,  and  maintain  it  in  ever  Za  linl^  ^ 

Delight.  I  praife  thee  for  the  Relf  the  Tov  T 
thou  art  giving  to  mam/  rKnt-  1  ,  tne  1  ranfyort, 

whofe  Sorrows  it  was  mwT'  deLar  t0  me  0n  Emh 

especially  in  thee,  it  was  the"  Deli vhtof’  t  Wil0(e  J°yS’ 

St  & 

ri£“  8& ct& .«? 

Tu  l  f  Frth-  Even  now  trough  thy  Grace  do  I  feel  mi! 

Of  Bleffednefs.  EveS  JrZTZi?  I 

ifme  C ^  th3f  ardent  Deflle  °n  the  0ne  hand»  which  itTfub- 
tme  Greatnefs  cannot  but  inlpire  into  the  believin.  Soul  and 

ioW  r?oig8S,S.tbe  other>  which  the 

Whatdba0tThaf°//my  ?0D;  What  ^a,ll^y  unto  thee  ! 

to  exoref!  f  Thf  Tl  /^,above  al!  the  Powers  of  Language 
to  expteis  .  I  hat  I  love  thee  for  what  thou  art  to  thy  Crea- 

•  p  "  10  are  ln  ^e*1"  vartous  Forms  every  Moment  deriv- 

ben  andSnkn0W  e1'geuand  Ha.ppineft>  ^om  thee,  in  Num¬ 
bers  and  Degrees,  far  beyond  what  my  narrow  Imagination 

can  conceive.  But  Oh  I  adore  and  love  thee,  yet  fa^r  mire 
for  <1*.  bat  thou  art  in  thyfelf,  for  thofe  Stores  of  Perfefiion 
wnicn^reation  nas  not  diminifhed,  and  which  can  never  be 
exhaufted  by  a,  the  Effedls  of  it  which  thou  imparteft  to 
.y  Creatures  ;  diat  Infinite  Perfection,  which  makes  thee 
th.ne  own  Happmefs,  thine  own  End  ;  amiable,  infinitely 

Wm  *“  ***  “1 

‘‘Oh  thou  firft,  thou  greateft,  thou  faireil  of  all  Obieai  < 
Thou  only  great,  thou  only  fair,  poffefs  ail  my  Soul  f  And 
furely  thou  doll  poffefs  it.  While  I  thus  feel  thy  Sacred 
opiut  b, earning  on  my  Heart,  and  exciting  thefe  Fervours 
o.  Love  to  thee,  I  cannot  dotibj  it  any  more,  than  I  can 

M  Gen.  xiix.  iS.  d°ubt 
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Ch.  27.'  of  a  grateful  Joy  in  GOD,  $$$ 

doubt  the  Reality  of  this  Animal  Life,  while  I  exert  the 
A  (dings  of  it,  2nd  feel  its  Senfations.  Surely,  if  ever  I 
(<  knew  the  Appetite  of  Hunger,  my  Soul  hungers  after  Rigb- 
46  teoufnefs ,  (a)  and  longs  for  a  greater  Conformity  to  thy 
Blefled  Nature  and  Holy  Will.  If  ever  my  Palate  felt  Third, 
“  my  Soul  thirfteth  for  GOD ,  even  for  the  living  GOD ,  (b) 
t(  and  panteth  for  the  more  abundant  Communication  of  his 
“  Favour.  If  ever  this  Body,  when  vyearied  with  Labours  or 
“  Journies,  knew  what  it  was  to  wifh  for  the  Refrefhment  of 
41  my  Bed  and  rejoiced  to  red  there,  my  Soul  with  fweet  Ac- 
“  quiefcence  reds  upon  thy  gracious  Bofom,  Oh  my  heavenly 
*'  f  ather,  and  returns  to  its  Repoje  in  the  Embraces  of  its  Gron, 
who  hath  dealt  fo  bowitifully  with  it.  (cj  And  if  ever  I 
faw  the  Face  of  a  beloved  Friend  with  Complacency  and 
4(  Joy,  I  rejoice  in  beholding  thy  Face,  Oh  Lord,  and  in  cal- 
4(  ling  thee  my  Father  in  Chrif .  Such  thou  art,  and  fuch  thou 
4i  wilt  be,  for  Time,  and  for  Eternity.  What  have  I  more 
46  to  do,  but  to  commit  myfclf  to  thee  for  both  ?  leaving  it  to 
46  thee  to  chufe  mine  Inheritance ,  and  to  order  my  Affairs  Jor 
“  me,  (d)  while  all  my  Budnefs  is  to  ferve  thee,  and  all  my 
41  Delight  to  praife  thee.  My  Soul  follows  hard  after  GOD , 
41  becaufe  his  Right  Hand  upholds  me.  (  e )  Let  it  dill  bear 
4i  me  up,  and  I  fhall  prefs  on  towards  thee,  till  all  my  De~ 
<(  fires  be  accomplilhed  in  the  Eternal  Enjoyment  of  thee  ! 
<(  Amen.” 


(a  Mat.  v.  6.  (b^)  Pfal.  xlii.  2.  (c)  Pfal.  cxvi.  7. 

(d)  Pfal.  xlvii.  4.  ( ej  Pfal.  Jxiii.  8. 
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*34  the  ejlablijhed  CbriJUan  urged 


CHAP.  XXVIII. 


Tlie  Eftablifhed  Christian  urged  to 
exert  Iiimfelf  for  Purpofes  of  Ufe- 
fulnefs. 


'A  finecre  Love  to  GOD  will  exprefs  itjelf  not  only  in  Devotion, 
but  tn  Benevolence  to  Men  §.  i.  2.  ‘This  is  the  Command  of 

irP-J-J-.  qhe!rueChrman  feels  his  Soul  wrought  to  a 
Holy  Conformity  to  it  ;  $.  4.  and  therefore  will  de fire  Infrac¬ 
tion  on  this  Head.  §.  5.  Accordingly  Directions  are  given  for 
the  Improvement  of  various  Talents :  Particularly,  (,.)  Genius 
and  Learning.  §  6.  (2.)  Power.  §.  7.  (3.)  Domeftiek  Au¬ 
thority.  S-  8  (4.)  Efteem.  §.  9.  (5.)  Riches.  §/ 10.  Se¬ 

veral  good  Ways  of  employing  them  hinted  at.  «.  u  Prudence 
in  Expence  urged,  jor  the  Support  of  Charity.  }  ,2  ,3 

Divine  Direction  in  this  Re/pea  to  be  fought.  §.  14’  Lhe 
Chrijlian  breathing  after  more  extenfive  Ufefulnefs. 


§.  1.  OUCH  as  I  have  deferibed  in  the  former  Chapter,  I 
truft,  are,  and  will  be  the  frequent  Exercifes  of  your 
Soul  before  God.  Thus  will  your  Love  and  Gratitude  breath 
ltfelf  forth  in  the  Divine  Prefence,  and  will,  through  Jesus  the 
great  Mediator,  come  up  before  it  as  lncenfe,  and  yield  an  accep¬ 
table  Savour.  But  then  you  mull  remember,  this  will  not  be 
the  only  EffeB  of  that  Love  to  God,  which  I  have  fuppofed  fo 
warm  in  your  Heart.  If  it  be  fincere,  it  will  not  fpend  itfelf  in 
Words  aione  ;  but  will  difeover  itfelf  in  Actions,  and  will  pro¬ 
duce,  as  its  genuine  Fruit,  an  unfeigned  Love  to  your  Fellow- 
Creatures,  and  an  unwearied  Defire  and  Labour  to  do  them 
Good  continually. 

§.  2.  “  Has  the  great  Father  of  Mercies,”  will  you  fay, 
“  looked  upon  me  with  fo  gracious  an  Eye  ;  has  he  not  only 
“  forgiven  me  ten  thoufand  Offences,  but  inriched  me  with 
“  fuch  a  Variety  of  Benefits  ;  Oh  what  Jhall  1  render  to  him 
“  for  them  all!  Inftrua  me,  Oh  ye  Oracles  of  Eternal  Truth  ! 
“  Infiruft  me,  ye  Eider  Brethren  in  the  Family  of  my  hea- 
“  venly  Father  !  Inftrua  me  above  all.  Oh  thou  Spirit  of  Wif- 
‘‘  dom  and  0/  Love,  what  I  may  be  able  to  do,  to  exprefs  my 

Love 


Ch.  28. 


to  aim  at  more  extenfive  TJjefulnefs.  '23  5 

.  .  I 

Love  to  the  great  Eternal  Fountain  of  Love,  and  to  approve 

my  Fidelity  to  him,  who  has  already  done  fo  much  to  engage 
“  it,  and  who  will  take  fo  much  Pleafure  in  owning  and  re- 
“  warding  it  !” 

3.  This,  Oh  Chriftian,  is  the  Conimand  which  we  have 
heard  frcm  the  Beginning ,  and  it  will  ever  continue  in  unim¬ 
paired  Force,  that  he  who  loveth  GOD ,  fhouid  love  his 
Brother  alfo  I  (a)  and  lhould  exprefs  that  Love,  not  in  Word 
and  in  Profefjion  alon» ,  hut  in  Deed  and  in  Truth .  (b J  You  are 
to  love  your  Neighbour  as  your  [elf ;  to  love  the  whole  Creation  of 
GOD  ;  and,  fo  far  as  your  Influence  can  extend,  mull  endeavour 
to  make  it  happy. 

§.  4.  “  Yes,”  will  you  fay,  “  and  I  do  love  it.  Ifeel  the 
“  golden  Chain  of  the  Divine  Love  incircling  us  all,  and  bind- 
“  ing  us  clofe  to  each  other,  joining  us  in  one  Body,  and  difFu - 
“  fing  (as  it  were)  one  Soul  through  all.  May  Happinefs,  true 
“  and  fublime,  perpetual  and  evergrowing  Happinefs,  reign 
“  thro’  the  whole  World  of  God's  rational  and  obedient  Crea- 
“  tures  in  Heaven  and  on  Earth  !  And  may  every  revolted  Crea- 
“  ture,  that  is  capable  of  being  recovered  and  reftored,  be  made 
“  obedient  !  Yea,  may  the  necefiary  Punifhment  of  thofe,  who 
“  are  irrecoverable,  be  over-ruled  by  infinite  Wifdom  and  Love 
“  to  the  Good  of  the  whole  ! 

§.  5.  These  are  right  Sentiments  ;  and  if  they  are  indeed 
the  Sentiments  of  your  Heart,  Oh  Reader,  and  not  an  empty 
Form  of  vain  Words,  they  will  be  attended  with  a  ferious  Con¬ 
cern  to  ad  in  Subordination  to  this  great  Scheme  of  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence,  according  to  your  Abilities  in  their  utmoft  Extent. 
And  to  this  Purpofe,  they  will  put  you  on  furveying  the  peculiar 
Circumftances  of  your  Life  and  Being  ;  that  you  may  difcover 
what  Opportunities  of  Ufefulnefs  they  now  afford,  and  how 
thofe  Opportunities  and  Capacities  may  be  improved.  Enter 
therefore  into  fuch  a  Survey  ;  not  that  you  may  pride  your 
felves  in  theDiftindlions  of  Divine  Providence  or  Grace  towards 
you,  or  having  received ,  may  glory  as  if  you  had  not  received  ;  (c) 
but  that  you  may  deal  faithfully  with  the  great  Proprietor,  whofe 
Steward  you  are,  and  by  whom  you  are  intruded  with  every 
Talent,  which  with  Refped  to  any  Claim  from  your  Fellow- 
Creatures,  you  may  call  your  own.  And  her e,  having  Gifts 
differing  according  to  the  Grace  which  is  given  unto  us,  fd)  let  us 
hold  the  Balance  with  an  impartial  Hand,  that  fo  we  may  de¬ 
termine 

(a)  1  John  iv.  21,  (T)  1  John  iii.  18.  (c)  1  Cor.  iv.  7. 

(d)  Rom,  xii.  6. 
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IdPthan'd!^  V  G°D  recluires  of  us  J  which  is  nothing 
leis,  than  doing  the  moil  we  can  invent,  contrive,  and  effefl  for 

the  general  Good.  But  Oh,  how  feldom  is  this  EWe 

aithfully  made  !  And  how  much  does  the  World  around  us 

dellry  T  ^  d°  °Ur  0W“  S°UlS  fuffcr’  f0r  Wan£  ot  that  Fi- 

.J'f'  ^ATH.  Gor>  Slven  you  Genius  and  Learning  ?  It  was 
”  ™‘k  yuUomn8ht,  fnU'fe  0r  decky°urfelf  with  it,  and  kindle 
of  fll°U  d  on’>',ferve  £0  attra«  and  dazzle  the  Eyes 

vonrffdf  i  nV3S  Inten,ded>  t0  be  £he  Means  of  leading  both 
I)utv  Lo  .  m  \ihe  Father  °f  LiZhts-  And  it  will  be  your 
dtvy;>f  f  ”g  !?  the  PeCdiar  Turn  of  that  Gen''us  and  Capa- 

n/hv  ,  C"derU:  t0  lnlProve  ard  adorn  Human  Life, 
T^r  d'r®a,  APPhcat‘On  of  it  to  Divine  Subjetts,  to 
Gauf"of0Re,'gion,  to  defend  its  Truths,  to  enforce  and 
recommend  ,ts  Praflice,  to  deter  Men  from  Courfes  which  would 
be  d.flionourable  to  God  and  fatal  to  themfelves,  and  to  try  the 
utmoil  Efforts  of  all  the  Solemnity  and  Tendcrnefs  with  which 

you  can  clothe  your  Addrefles,  to  lead  them  into  the  Paths  of 
Virtue  andHappinefs. 

*  ^AS  ^0D  invefted  you  with  Power,  whether  it  be  in 

a  larger  or  /mailer- Society  ?  Remember,  that  this  Power  was 
given  you^  that  God  might  be  honoured,  and  thofe  placed  un¬ 
der  your  Government,  whether  Domefiick  or  Publick,  might  be 
made  happy.  Be  concerned  therefore,  that  whether  you  be 
intruded  with  the  Rod,  or  the  Sword,  it  may  not  be  born  in  vain. 
(e)  Are  you  a  Magifirate  ?  Have  you  any  Share  in  the  great 
and  tremendous  Charge  of  enabling  Laws  ?  Reverence  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  fupream  Legifiator,  the  great  Guardian  of  Society  : 
Promote  none,  confent  to  none,  which  you  do  not  in  your  own 
Conicience  efteem,  in  prefent  Circumftances,  an  Intimation  of  his 
Will ;  and  in  the  Eftablifhment  of  which  you  do  not  firmly 
believe  you  fhall  be  his  Minifer  for  Good,  (f)  Have  you  the 
Charge  of  executing  Laws  ?  Put  Life  into  them  by  a  vigorous 
and  ftrenuous  Execution,  according  to  the  Nature  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  Office  you  bear.  Retain  not  an  empty  Name  of  Au¬ 
thority.  Permit  not  yourfelf,  as  it  were,  to  fall  afleep  oh  the 
Tribunal.  Be  aCtive,  be  wakeful,  be  obfervant  of  what  pafieth 
around  you.  Protect  the  Upright,  and  the  Innocent.  Break  in 
Pieces  the  Power  of  the  OpprefTor.  Unveil  every  difhoncft 
Art.  .  Hifgrace  as  well  as  defeat  the  Wretch,  that  makes  his  dif- 
tinguifhed  Abilities  the  Difguife  or  Protection  of  the  Wicked- 

nefs, 

(e)  Rom.  xiii.  4.  (f)  Ibid. 
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nefs,  which  he  ought  rather  to  endeavour  to  expofe,  and  to  drive 
out  of  the  World  with  Abhorrence. 

§.  8.  Are  you  placed  only  at  the  Head  of  a  private  Family  f 
Rule  it  for  GOD ,  Adminider  the  Concerns  of  that  little  King¬ 
dom  with  the  fame  Views,  and  on  the  fame  Principles,  which  I 
have  been  inculcating  on  the  Powerful  and  the  Great  ;  if  by  an. 
unexpected  Accident  any  of  them  fhould  fufFer  their  Eye  to 
glance  upon  the  PafTage  above.  Your  Children  and  Servants  are 
your  natural  Subjects.  Let  good  Order  be  eltablifhed  among 
them,  and  keep  them  under  a  regular  Difcipline.  Let  them  be 
inftruCted  in  the  Principles  of  Religion, that  they  may  know  how 
reafonable  fuch  a  Difcipline  is  ;  and  let  them  be  accuftomed  to 
aCt  accordingly.  You  cannot  indeed  change  their  Hearts,  but 
you  may  very  much  influence  their  ConduCl ;  and  by  that  Means 
may  preferve  them  from  many  Snares,  may  do  a  great  Deal 
to  make  them  good  Members  of  Society,  and  may  fet  them  as 
it  were  in  the  Way  of  GOD's  Steps ,  (g)  if  peradventure  palling 
by  he  may  blefs  them  with  the  Riches  of  his  Grace.  And  fail 
not  to  do  your  utmod  to  convince  them  of  their  Need  of  thofe 
Bleflings  ;  labour  to  engage  them  to  an  high  Efteem  of  them, 
and  to  an  earned:  Defire  after  them,  as  incomparably  more  va¬ 
luable  than  any  Thing  elfe. 

§.  9.  Again,  Has  God  been  pleafed  to  raife  you  to  Fflecm 
among  your  Fellow-Creatures ,  which  is  not  always  in  Proportion 
to  a  Man’s  Rank  or  Poffeflions  in  human  Life  ?  Are  your  Coun- 
iels  heard  w’th  Attention  ?  Is  your  Company  fought  ?  Does 
God  give  you  good  Acceptance  in  the  Eyes  of  Men,  fo  that 
they  do  not  only  put  the  faired  CondruClion  on  your  Words, 
but  overlook  Faults  of  which  you  are  confcious  to  yourfelf,  and 
confider  your  Actions  and  Performances  in  the  mod  indulgent 
and  favourable  Light  ?  You  ought  to  regard  this,  not  only  as  a 
Favour  of  Providence,  and  as  an  Encouragement  to  you  chear- 
fuliy  to  purfue  your  Duty,  in  the  feveral  Branches  of  it,  for  the 
riime  to  come  ;  but  alfo,  as  giving  you  much  greater  Oppor¬ 
tunities  of  Ufefulnefs,  than  in  your  prefent  Station  you  could 
otherwife  have  had.  It  your  Character  has  any  Weight  in  the 
World,  throw  it  into  the  right  Scale.  Endeavour  to  keep  Vir¬ 
tue  and  Goodnefs  in  Countenance.  AfFc&ionately  give  your 
Hand  to  rnoded  Worth, where  it  feems  to  be  deprefled  or  over¬ 
looked  ;  though  fhining,  when  viewed  in  its  proper  Light,  with 
a  Ludre  which  you  may  think  much  fuperior  your  own.  Be 
an  Advocate  for  rI  ruth  ;  be  a  Counieiior  of  Peace  ;  be  an 

Example 

{£)  Pfal.  Ixxxv.  13. 
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Example  °f  Candour ;  and  do  all  you  can  to  reconcile  the  Hearts 

thev  en’  MiiCtlKlf: ^  ofGood  Men,  to  each  other,  however 

nn/h?af  d'nr  "?  ^e'r  °pmions  ab°«  Matters  which  it  is 
poffible  for  Good  Men  to  dilpute.  And  let  the  Caution  and 

Humility  of  your  Behaviour,  in  Circumftances  of  fuch  fuperior 

Emmence,  and  amidft  fo  many  Tokens  of  general  fifteen, 

fdently  reprove  the  Ralhnefs  and  Haughtinefs  of  thofe,  who 
perhaps  are  remarkable  for  little  elfe  ;  or,  who  if  their  Abilities 
were  indeed  confiderable,  muft  be  defpifed,  and  whofe  Talents 

Zfu*  ln  a  great  Meafuredoft  to  the  Publick,  till  that  Ralhnefs 
and  Haughtinefs  of  Spirit  be  fubdued.  Nor  fuffer  yourfelf  to 

bI'nrrred  ‘h!S  Sen,erous  and  worthy  Courfe,  by  the  little 

v  a- n  °  Emy  3nd  Calumnh  wbich  you  may  meet  with  in  it. 
Re  ftill  attentive  to  the  general  Good,  and  fteadily  refoiute 

m  your  Efforts  to  promote  it  ;  and  leave  it  to  Providence  to 
guard  or  to  refeue  your  Charafler  from  the  bafe  Afl'aults  of  Ma¬ 
lice  and  Fallhood  j  which  will  often,  without  your  Labour,  con¬ 
fute  themfelves,  and  heap  upon  the  Authors  greater  Shame,  or 
{.f  they  are  macceflible  to  that)  greater  Infamy,  than  your  Huma- 
mty  will  allow  you  to  wifh  them. 

10  Once  more,  Has  God  bleft  you  with  Riches  ?  Has 
he  placed  you  in  Inch  Circumftances,  that  you  have  more  than 
you  absolutely  need  for  the  Subhftence  of  yourfelf  and  your 
hamily  ?  Remember  your  approaching  Account.  Remember 
what  an  Incumbrance  thefe  Things  often  prove  to  Men  in  the 
Vay  of  their  Salvation,  and  how  often  according  to  our  Lord’s 
express  Declaration,  they  render  it  difficult  to  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  GOD ,  as  it  is  for  a  Camel  to  go  through  the  Eye  of 
a  Needle,  (h)  Let  it  therefore  be  your  immediate,  your  ear¬ 
ned,  and  your  daily  Prayer,  that  Riches  may  not  be  a  Snare  and 
a  Shame  to  you,  as  they  are  to  by  far  the  greater  Part  of  their 
Poffeflbrs.  appropriate,  I  befeech  you,  jome  certain  Part  and 
Proportion  of  jour  Eftate  and  Revenues,  to  charitable  Ufes  ; 
with  a  proviiional  Increafe,  as  GOD  fall  profper  you ,  in  any 
extraordinary  Inftance.  By  this  Means  you  will  always  have 
a  Fund  of  Charity  at  hand  :  And  you  will  probably  be  more 
ready  to  communicate,  when  you  look  upon  what  is  fo  depoft- 
ted,  as  not  in  any  Senfe  your  own  ;  but  as  already  a&ually 
given  away  to  thofe  Ufes,  though  not  yet  affixed  to  particular 
Objects.  It  is  not  for  me  to  fay,  vhat  that  Proportion  ought  tc 
be.  To  thofe  who  have  large  Revenues,  and  no  Children ,  per¬ 
haps  a  Third  or  one  Halj  may  be  too  little  :  To  thofe  whofe  In- 

/t  .  comes 

(h)  Mat*  xix.  24.  ^ - - 


Ch.  28. 


and  his  Riches  Jbould  he  thus  Improved.  '^39 

comes  are  fmall,  and  their  charge  confiderabley  though  they  have 
famething  more  than  is  abfoiutely  neceflary,  it  is  poftible  a 
Tenth  may  be  too  much.  But  pray,  that  God  would  guide  your 
Mind  ;  make  a  Trial  for  one  Year,  on  fuch  Terms,  as 
in  your  Conscience  you  think  will  be  moll  pleafing  to  him  j 
and  let  your  Observations  on  that*  tfcach  you  to  fix  *  your  Pro¬ 
portion  for  the  next  ;  always  remembring,  that  he  requires 
"JuJUce  in  the  firft  Place,  and  Alms-deeds  only  So  far  as  may  con- 
fift  with  that.  Yet  at  the  Same  Time  take  heed  of  that  trea- 
cherous*  delufive,  and  in  many  Infiances  deftrudlive  Imagination, 
that  Jujlice  to  your  oven  Family  requires  that  you  Should  leave 
your  Children  very  rich  ;  which  has  perhaps  cofi:  fome  parci- 
monious  Parents  the  Lives  of  thofe  Darlings,  for  whom  they  laid 
up  the  Portion  of  the  Poor  ;  and  what  fatal  Confequences  of  Di¬ 
vine  DiSpleafure  may  attend  it  to  thofe  that  yet  Survive,  God 
only  knows,  and  I  heartily  pray  that  you  or  yours  may  never 
learn  by  Experience. 

§•  it-  And  that  your  Heart  may  be  yet  more  opened,  and 
that  your  Charity  may  be  directed  to  the  belt  Purpofes,  let  me 
briefly  mention  a  V ariety  of  good  Ufes ,  which  may  call  for  the 
Consideration  of  thofe,  whom  God  has  in  this  Refpedl  difiin- 
guifihed  by  an  Ability  to  do  good.  To  affifi:  the  Hints  I  am 
to  offer,  look  round  on  the  Neighbourhood  in  which  you  live. 
Think  how  many  honefi  and  indufirious,  perhaps  too  I  might 
add  religious  People,  are  making  very  hard  Shifts  to  ftruggle 
through  Life.  Think  what  a  Comfort  that  would  be  to  them, 
which  you  might*  without  any  Inconvenience,  fpare  from  that 
Abundance  which  God  hath  given  you.—— Hearken  alfo  to  any 
extraordinary  Calls  of  Charity  which  may  happen,  efpecially 
thofe  of  a  pubiick  Nature  ;  and  help  them  forward  with  your 
Example,  and  your  Interefi,  which  perhaps  may  be  of  much 
greater  Importance  than  the  Sum  which  you  contribute,  confi- 
dered  in  itfelf.  Have  a  1  ongue  to  plead  for  the  Neceflitous,  as 
well  as  a  Hand  to  relieve  them  ;  and  endeavour  to  discounte¬ 
nance  thoSe  poor  fhameful  ExcuSes,  which  Covetoufnefs  often 
di&ates  to  thofe,  whole  Art  may  indeed  Set  Some  Varnifh  on 
what  they  fugged,  but  fo  flight  a  one,  that  the  coarfe  Ground 
Will  appear  through  it.— See  how  many  poor  Children  are  wan- 
denng  naked  and  ignorant  about  the  Streets,  and  in  the  Way  to 
all  Kinds  of  Vice  and  Milery  ;  arid  confider  what  can  be  done, 
towards  clothing  Some  of  them  at  feafi,  and  infiruiBing  them  in 
tie  rinJples  of  Religion.  Would  every  thriving  Family  in  a 
Town,  which  is  able  to  afford  Help  on  fuch  Occafions,  cafi  a 

pitying 


s-fo 


A  Variety  of  Cajes ,  in  which  See .  Ch.  23. 

pitying  Eye  on  one  poor  Family  in  its  Neighbourhood,  and  take 
it  under  their  Patronage,  to  affift  in  feeding,  and  clothing,  ard 
teaching  the  Children,  in  fupporting  it  in  Affliction,  in  defending 
n  from  Wrongs,  and  in  advifing  thofe  that  have  the  Manage- 
inent  of  it,  as  Circumffances  might  require,  how  great  a  Dif¬ 
ference  would  foon  be  produced  in  the  Appearance  of  Things 
amongft  us  ?  Obierve  who  are  Sick ,  that  if  there  be  no  puhlick 
Infirmary  at  hand  to  which  you  can  introduce  them,  ('where 
your  Contribution  w;.d  yield  the  largeft  Increafe,)  you  may  do 
fomething  towards  relieving  them  at  Home,  and  Supplying  them 
with  Advice  and  Medicines,  as  well  as  with  proper  Diet  and  At¬ 
tendance.  Conffoer  alio  the  Spiritual  Nece/jities  of  Men  ;  in 
providing  for  which,  I  would  particularly  recommend  to  you 
the  very  important  and  noble  Charity,  o  f  afffi in g  young  Per  fens 
of  Genius  and  Piety,  with  what  is  neceffary  to  fupport  ‘ the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  their  Education  for  the  Mini  fry ,  in  a  proper  Courfe  of 
Grammatical  or  Academical  Studies.  And  grudge  not  fonts 
Proportion  of  what  God  hath  given  you,  to  thofe,  who  re- 
fjgning  all  Temporal  Views  to  mini  ft  er  to  you  the  Gofpelof  Chrift , 
Lave  lurely  an  equitable  Claim  to  be  lupported  by  you,  in  a 
Capacity  of  rendering  you  thole  Services,  however  laborious  to 
wnich  for  yourSakes,  and  that  of  our  common  Lord,  they  have 
devoted  their  Lives.  And  while  you  are  fo  abundantly  fati  fired 
with  the  Goodmfs  of  GOD's  Houje ,  even  of  his  holy  Temple,  (i) 
have  Companion  on  thofe  wno  dwell  in  a  Dcfart  Land  ;  and  re¬ 
joice  to  do  lomething  towards  fending  among  the  diftant  Na¬ 
tions  of  the  heathen  World ,  that  glorious  Golpel  which  hath  fo 
long  continued  unknown  to  Multitudes,  tho’  the  Knowledge  of  it , 
with  becoming  Regard,  he  Life  everlafiing. — Thefe  are  a  few 
important  Charities,  which  I  would  point  out  to  thofe,  whom 
Providence  has  enriched  with  its  peculiar  Eounties  :  And  it  ren¬ 
ders  Gold  more  precious,  than  it  could  appear  in  any  other 
Light,  that  it  is  capable  of  being  employed  for  fuch  Purpofes. 
But  if  you  fhould  not  have  Gold  to  fpare  for  them,  contribute 
your  Silver  :  Or  as  a  Earthing ,  or  a  Mite ,  is  not  overlooked  hy 
GOD ,  when  it  is  given  from  a  truly  generous  and  charitable 
Hearty  (k)  let  ihat  be  chearfuily  dropped  into  the  Treafuty,  where 
richer  Offerings  cannot  be  afforded. 

§•  i2-  And,  that  amidft  fo  many  pr effing  Demands  for  Cha** 
rity ,  you  may  be  better  furmlhed  to  anfwer  them,  feriouffy  re¬ 
fill  on  your  Manner  of  Living.  I  fay  not,  that  God  requires, 
you  fhould  become  one  of  the  many  Poor ,  relieved  out  of  your 

Income 

(\)  Pfal.  Lev.  4.  (k)  Mark  xii.  42,  43, 


CH.  28*  'Expences  jJjould  be  prudently  managed ,  &C.  24* 

Income.  The  Support  of  Society,  as  at  prefent  eftablifhed, 
Will  not  only  permit,  but  require,  that  lomc  Perfons  fhould  allow 
themfelves  in  the  Elegancies  and  Delights  of  Life  ;  by  furnifh- 
ing  which,  Multitudes  of  poor  Families  are  much  more  credita¬ 
bly  and  comfortably  fubfifted,  with  greater  Advantage  to  them¬ 
felves  and  Safety  to  the  Publick,  than  they  could  be,  if  the  Price 
of  their  Labours,  or  of  the  Commodities  in  which  they  deal, 
were  to  be  given  them  as  an  Alms  :  Nor  can  I  imagine  ic 
grateful  to  God, that  his  Gifts  fhould  be  refufed,  as  if  they  were 
meant  for  Snares  and  Curfes,  rather  than  Benefits.  This  were 
to  fruflrate  the  benevolent  Purpofes  of  the  gracious  Father  of 
Mankind,  and  if  carried  to  its  Rigour  would  be  a  Sort  of  Con - 
[piracy  a  gain  ft  the  whole  Syftem  of  Nature.  Let  the  -Bounties 
of  Providence  be  ufed  ;  but  let  us  carefully  fee  to  it,  that  it  be 
in  a  moderate  and  prudent  Manner,  led,  by  our  own  Folly, 
that  which  ftoould  have  been  for  our  Welfare  become  a  Trap,  fl) 
Let  Confcience  fay,  my  dear  Reader,  with  Regard  to  yourfelf, 
what  Proportion  of  the  good  Things  you  poflefs  your  heavenly 
Father  intc?ids  for  yourfelf  and  what  for  your  Brethren  ; 
and  live  riot,  as  if  you  had  no  Brethren  ;  as  if  pleafmg 
yourfelf,  in  all  the  Magnificence  and  Luxury  you  can  de- 
vile,  were  the  End  for  which  you  were  fent  into  the  World.’ 
I  fear,  this  is  the  Excefs  of  the  prefent  Age,  and  not  an  Excefs 
of  Rigour  and  Mortification.  Examine  therefore  your  Expences , 
2nd  compare  them  with  your  Income.  That  may  be  fhamefully 
extravagant  in  you,  which  may  not  only  be  pardonable,  but 
commendable  in  another  of  fuperior  Eftate.  Nor  can  you  be 
fure,  that  you  do  not  exceed,  merely  becaufe  you  do  not  plunge 
yourfelf  in  Debt,  nor  render  yourfelf  incapable  of  laying  up  any 
Thing  for  your  Family.  If  you  be  difabled  from  doing  any 
i  hing  for  the  Poor,  or  any  Thing  proportionable  to  your  Rank 
in  Life,  by  tnat  genteel  and  elegant  Way  of  Living  which  you 
affect,  God  mud difapprove  of  fuch  a  Conduct  ;  and  you  oughts 
as  you  will  an  Aver  it  to  him,  to  retrench  it.  And  tho’  the  Di¬ 
vine  Indulgence  will  undoubtedly  be  exercifed  tothofe,  in  whom 
tnere  is  a  fmcere  Principle  of  Faith  in  Chrift ,  and  undifiembled 
Love  to  GOD  and  Man,  though  it  not  to  that  Height  of  Be¬ 
neficence  and  Uferulnefs  which  might  have  been  attained  ;  yet 
be  allured  of  this,  that  he  who  render eth  to  every  one  according  to 

^r\}  ^SVG  a  Regard  to  the  Degrees  of  Goodnefs  in 

the  Distribution  of  final  Rewards  :  So  that  every  neglefied  Op¬ 
portunity  draws  after  it  an  irreparable  Lofs,  which  will  go  into 

(I)  F/al.  Mx.  2,2,  R  EtCniitjr 
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Snce  of  t0"  r  Wi‘h  y°Ur  ,  ,e!  me  add  t0°.  Aat  every  In- 

J.ance  of  Negligence  indulged  renders  the  Mind  Hill  moreand 

more  indolent  and  weak,  and  confequently  more  ind, (poled  ,0 

recover  the  Ground  which  has  been  loll,  or  even  to  maintain 

that  which  has  hitherto  been  kept.  ta  n 

$.  13.  Complain  not,  that  this  is  impofmg  hard  Things 
upon  you.  I  am  only ■  dirtSing  your  Pleafures  into  a  nobler  Chan- 

al,d  lndeed  that  Frugality,  which  is  the  Source  of  fuch  a 
Generoftty,  far  from  being  at  all  injurious  to  your  Reputation 
will  rather,  amongft  Wife  and  Good  Men,  greatly  promote  it’ 
But  you  have  far  nobler  Motives  before  you,  than  thofe  which 

,C  fr°m  'he,r  R%ards-  1  rPMk  to  you,  as  to  *  Child  of  GOD, 
and  a  f  ember  of  Cbrift  ;  as  joined  therefore  by  the  mod  inti¬ 
mate  Union  to  all  the  PoOreJl  of  thofe  that  believe  in  him.  I 
ipet  ,?  to  you,  as  an  Heir  of  Eternal  Glory ,  who  ought  therefore 
o  have  bent, ments  great  and  fublime,  in  fome  Proportion  to 
that  expected  Inheritance.  ^ 


-  C-flST  about  therefore  in  your  Thoughts,  what  Good 

is  to  be  done  and  what  you  can  do,  either  in  your  own  Perfon. 
or  by  your  Imereti  with  others  ;  and  go  about  it  with  Refolu- 
tion,  as  in  the  Name  and  Prefence  of  the  Lord.  And  as  the 
Lord  givetb  Wifdom,  and  out  of  his  Mouth  comcth  Knowledge  and 
Under f  art  ding,  (m)  go  to  the  Foot-  ftool  of  his  Throne,  and  there 
leek,  that  Guidance  and  that  Grace,  which  may  fuit  your  pre- 
fent  Circumftances,  and  may  be  effet^ual  to  produce  the  Fruits 
o  Hohnefs  and  Ulefulnefs,  to  his  more  abundant  Glory,  and  to 
the  Honour  of  your  Chridian  ProfelTion. 


Tbs  Efiablijbed  Christian  breathing  after  more  ext cnfive 

Ufefulnefs, 

OH  Bountiful  Father,  and  Sovereign  Author  of  all  Good, 
whether  Natural  or  Spiritual  !  I  blefs  thee  for  the  <va- 
“  rious  Talents ,  with  which  thou  haft  enriched  fo  undeferving  a 
Creature,  as  I  mud  acknowledge  myfelf  to  be.  My  Soul 
“  is  in  the  deeped  Confufion  before  thee,  when  I  confider  to 
u  how  little  Purpofe  I  have  hitherto  improved  them.  Alas  ! 

what  have  1  done,  in  Proportion  to  what  thou  mighted  rea- 
“  fonably  have  expedlcd,  with  the  Gifts  of  Nature  which  thou 
“  had  bedowed  upon  me,  with  my  Capacities  of  Life,  with  my 
Fime,  with  my  Poflefflons,  with  my  Influence  over 
others  !  Alas  !  through  my  own  Negligence  and 
Folly,  1  100L  back  on  a  barren  Wildernefs,  where  I  might 
“  ^ave  feen  a  fruitful  Field,  and  a  fpringing  Harveft  !  Juflly 
(m)  Prov.  ii.  6S  “  ^0 
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*'  do  I  indeed  deferve  to  be  dripped  of  all,  to  be  brought  to  an 
“  immediate  Account  for  all,  to  be  condemned  as  in  many  Re- 
“  fpeds  unfaithful  to  thee,  and  to  the  World,  and  to  my  own 
“  Soul,*  and,  in  confequence  of  that  Condemnation,  to  be  cajl 
t(  into  the  Prifon  of  Eternal  Darknefs  !  But  thou,  Lord,  hall 
<(  freely  forgiven  the  dreadful  Debt  of  ten  thoufand  Talents, 
i(  Adored  be  thy  Name  for  it  !  Accept,  Oh  Lord,  accept  that 
“  renewed  Surrender,  which  'I  would  now  make  of  myfelf,  and 
“  of  all  I  have,  unto  thy  Service  !  I  acknowledge,  that  it  is  of 
t(  thine  own  that  1  glue  thee,  (n)  Make  me,  I  befeech  thee, 
4t  a  faithful  Steward  for  my  great  Lord  ;  and  may  I  think 
“  of  no  leparate  Interdl  of  my  own,  in  Oppofition  to  thine  ! 

“  I  adore  thee,  Oh  thou  God  of  all  Grace,  if  while  I  am 
€(  thus  fpeaking  to  thee,  I  feci  the  Love  of  thy  Creatures  arifirig 
“  in  my  Soul  ;  if  I  feel  my  Heart  opening  to  embrace  my  Bre¬ 
thren  of  Mankind  /  Oh  make  me  thy  faithful  Almoner,  in 
“  didributing  to  them  all  that  thou  hail  lodged  in  mine  Hand 
“  for  their  Relief  !  And  in  determining  what  is  my  own  Share9 
et  may  I  hold  the  Balance  with  an  equal  Hand,  and  judge  im- 
“  partially  between  myfelf  and  them  !  The  Proportion  thou  al¬ 
io  well,  may  I  thankfully  take  for  myfelf,  and  thofe  who  are 
“  immediately  mine!  The  reft,  may  I  diftribute  with  Wifdom, 
<(  anc^  Fidelity,  and  Chcarfulnefs  !  Guide  mine  Hand,  Oh  ever 
merciful  Father,  while  thou  aoft  me  the  Honour  to  make  me 
“  thine  Indrument  in  dealing  out  a  few  of  thy  Bounties;  that 
I  may  bellow  them  where  they  are  moil  needed,  and  where 
they  will  anfwer  the  bed  End  !  And,  if  it  be  thy  gracious 
Will,  do  thou  multiply  the  Seed  Jown  ;  foj  profper  me  in 
my  worldly  Affairs,  that  I  may  have  more  to  isnpart  to  them 
“  that  need  it  ;  and  thus  lead  me  on  to  the  Region  of  everlading 
Plenty,  and  everJafling  Benevolence!  There  may  I  meet  with 
many,  to  whom  I  have  been  an  ajfehHonate  BenefaSlor  on  Earth  ; 
and,  if  it  be  thy  bleffed  Will,  with  many ,  whom  I  have  alfo 
“  been  the  Means  of  conducing  into  the  Path  to  that  blifsful 
**  •  There  may  they  entertain  me  in  their  habitations  of 

Giory  !  And  in  T ime  and  Eternity,  do  thou,  Lord,  accept  the 
Praiie  of  all ,thro‘  Jefus  Chrift  ;  at  whofe  Feet  1  would  bow; 
“  and  at  whofe  Feet,  after  the  mod  ufeful  Courfe,  I  would  at 
«t  :e*  mucb  Humility,  as  if  I  were  then  exerting  the 

rft  Ad  of  Faith  upon  him,  and  had  never  had  any  Oppor- 
•.utiuy,  by  one  I  ribute  of  Obedience  and  Gratitude  in  the 
services  of  Life,  to  approve  its  Sincerity 

R  2 

(n)  1  ^firon*  xxix,  14.  (0)  z  Cor*  ix.  to. 
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CHAP.  XXIX. 


Tlie  Christian  rejoicing  in  the 
Views  of  Heath  and  Judgment. 

Death  and  Judgment  are  near  ;  but  the  Chrijlian  has  Reafcn  to 
welcome  both  :  1.  Yet  Nature  recoils  from  the  Solemnity  of 

them.  %.  2.  An  Attempt  to  reconcile  the  Mind,  [  1. 1  To  the 
Pro/pedi  of  Death,  $.  3.  from  the  Confederation ,  (1.)  Of  the 
many  Evils  that  f unround  us  in  this  Mortal  Life,  §.  4.  (2.  ) 
yffe  Remainder  oj  Sin  which  we  feel  within  us.  §.  5.  And , 
(3  )  Of  the  Happinefs  which  is  immediately  to  fucceed  Death . 

7*  Nil  which  might  make  the  Chrifiian  willing  to  die,  in 
the  mo f  agreeable  Cir  cum  farces  of  Human  Life.  §.8.  [1 1.1 

J  he  Chrifiian  has  Reafon  to  rejoice  in  the  Profpedl  of  Judg¬ 
ment  :  §.  9.  Since,  however  awful  it  be,  Chrifi  will  then 
tome,  to  vindicate  his  Honour ,  to  difplay  his  Glory ,  and  to 
triumph  over  His  Enemies:  §.  10.  As  alfo  to  compleat  the 
Happinefs  of  every  Believer,  §.  1 1.  and  of  the  whole  Church . 

5-  1 2»  1  3*  The  Meditation  of  a  Chrifiian ,  whofe  Heart  is 
warmed  with  thefe  Prof  pedis . 


S*  ^  ^  ^  ^ri^or5S  the  Lord  were  doling  upon 

yy  John,  the  beloved  Difciplc,  in  the  Ifland  of  Pat- 
mos,  it  is  oblefvable,  that  He  who  gave  him  that  Revelation, 
even  Jesus  the  faithful  and  true  LVitnefs,  concludes  with  thofe 
lively  and  important  Words  :  He  vuho  tefiifieth  thefe  Things  faith. 
Surely  1  come  quickly  :  And  John  anfwers  with  the  greateft  Rea- 
dinefs  and  PJeafure,  Amen,  even  Jo  come ,  Lord  Jefvs  (a)  f  Come, 

as  thou  hail  faid,  furcly,  and  quickly  f— -  And  remember,  Oh 

Chrifiian,  whoever  you  are  that  are  now  reading  thefe  Words, 
your  divine  Lord  fpeaks  in  the  fame  Language  to  you  :  Behold 
1  come  quickly .  Yes,  very  quickly  will  He  come  by  Death ,  to 
tmn  the  K.ey,  to  open  the  Door  of  the  Grave  for  thine  Admit¬ 
tance  thither,  and  to  lead  thee  through  it  into  the  now  unknown 
Regions  of  the  Invifible  World.  Nor  is  it  long  before  the  Judge, 
who  fiandeth  at  the  Door  (b),  will  appear  alfo  to  the  univerfal 
Judgment :  And  though  perhaps,  not  only  Scores,  but  Hundreds 

(*)  Rrr.  xxil  29,  (bj  Jam,  v.  9^ 
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of  Years  may  lie  between  that  Period  and  the  prefent  Moment, 
yet  it  is  but  a  very  fmall  Point  of  Time  to  him,  who  views  at 
once  all  the  unmeafurable  Ages  of  a  pail  and  future  Eternity. 
3  A  thoufand  Tears  are  with  him  but  as  one  Day ,  and  one  Day  as  a 
thoufand  Tears,  (cj  In  both  thefe  Senfes  then  does  he  come 
quickly  :  And  I  truk,  you  can  anfwer  with  a  glad  Jlmcn ,  that 
the  Warning  is  not  terrible,  or  unpleafant  to  your  Ears ;  but 
rather,  that  his  Coming ,  his  certain ,  his  fpeedy  Coming ,  is 
the  Object  of  your  delightful  Hope,  arid  of  your  longing  Ex¬ 
pectation. 

§.  2.  I  am  fure,  it  is  reafonable  it  fhould  he  fo  :  And  yet 
perhaps  Nature,  fond  of  Life,  and  unwilling  to  part  with  a  long 
known  Abode,  to  enter  on  a  State  to  which  it  is  entirely  a  Stran- 
ger,may  recoil  from  the  tho’ts  of  dying  ;  or  {truck  with  the  awful 
Pomp  of  an  expiring  and  difTolving  World,  may  look  on  the 
Judgment  Day  with  (ome  Mixture  of  Terror.  And  therefore, 
my  dear  Brother  in  the  Lord,  (for  as  fuch  I  can  now  efleem  you,) 
I  would  reafon  with  you  a  little  on  this  Head,  and  would  in¬ 
treat  you  to  look  more  attentively  on  this  folemn  ObjeCl,  which 
will,  I  truk,  grow  lefs  difagreeable  to  you,  as  it  is  mere  fami¬ 
liarly  viewed.  Nay,  I  hope,  that  inkead  of  karting  back  from 
it,  you  will  rather  fpring  forward  towards  it  with  Joy  and 
Delight. 

3.  Think,  Oh  Chrikian,  when  Christ  comes  to  call  you 
away  by  Death ,  he  comes — to  fet  you  at  Liberty  from  your  pre¬ 
fent  Sorrows, — to  deliver  you  from  your  Struggles  with  remain¬ 
ing  Corruption, — and  to  receive  you  to  dwell  with  himfelf  in 
compleat  Holinefs  and  Joy.  You  fhall  be  abfent  from  the  Body , 
and  he  prefent  with  the  Lord ,  fdj 

4.  He  will  indeed  call  you  away  from  this  World.  But 
Oh,  what  is  this  World,  that  you  fhould  be  fond  of  it,  and 
c'ing  to  it  with  fs  much  Eagernefs  ?  How  low  are  all  thofe 
Enjoyments  that  are  peculiar  to  it  ;  and  how  many  its  Vexa¬ 
tions,  its  Snares,  and  its  Sorrows  ?  Review  your  Pilgrimage  thus 
far  ;  and  though  you  muk  acknowledge,  that  Goodnefs  and  Mercy 
have  followed  you  all  the  Days  of  your  Life,  (e)  yet  has  not  that 
very  Mercy  itfelf  planted  fome  Thorns  in  your  Paths,  and  given 
you  fome  wife  and  necekary,  yet  painful  Intimations,  that  this 
is  not  your  Rcjl  ?  (fj  Review  the  Monuments  of  your  withered 
Joys,  of  your  blafted  Hopes  ;  if  there  be  yet  any  Monuments 
of  them  remaining,  more  than  a  mournful  Remembrance  they 

R  3 

(c)  2  Pet.  iii.  8.  fd)  2  Cor.  v.  S.  (e)  Pfal.  xxiih  6. 
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!ha?  wff1?,  }TUr  affiiflcd  Hcart-  Look  uFcn  the  Graves, 
able  Fr  f'"a  °rd  UP  many  of  yow  dearcft  and  moft  ami- 

rrenrel  l  5’  per,T  the  V€ry  Bloom  o(  U(e’  a"d  in  the 
In,tl.n,acy  of /our  Gonverfe  with  them  ;  and  refiefl.that 

2  “  :°i  “  °nt  3  feiv  Years  ™re>  De«h  will  renew  its  Con 
th^J  l rExpeace>  a"d  devour  the  moft  precious  of  thofe 

hold^he  5 '  r  J‘eW  the  Livi"g>  as  well  as  the  Dead  :  Be- 
hold  the  State  of  Human  Nature,  under  the  many  grievous 

^ood  M  A%a‘ Kl  fr°m  G0°  5  and  fay>  whether  a  wife  and 

g  od !  Man  would  wifli  to  continue  always  here.  Methinks  were 

££"'  frrom  b,ejn8  ««hed  by  any  of  the  Arrows  that 
Hy  around  me  I  could  not  but  mourn,  to  fee  the  Wounds  that 
are  given  by  them  and  to  hear  the  Groans  of  thofe  that  arecon- 
tmually  falling  under  them.  The  Difeafes  and  Calamities  of 
Mankind  are  fo  many,  and  (which  is  moft  grievous  of  all,)  the 

f, ,ent’e\Sy  <hnr  Mmds  are  fo  various  and  Fo  threatning,  that 
the  World  appears  almok  like  an  Hofpital :  And  a  Man  whole 
ideart  is  tender  is  ready  to  feel  his  Spirits  broken,  as  he’  walks 
rough  it,  and  furveys  the  fad  Scene  ;  efpecially  when  he  lees 
low  little  he  can  do  for  the  Recovery  of  thofe  whom  he  pities' 
/ire  you  *  Chrifian,  and  does  it  not  pierce  your  Heart,  to  fee 
.'y  Human -Nature  is  funk,  in  Vice,  and  in  Shame  ?  to  fee 
With  what  amazing  Infolence  fome  are  making  themfelves  openly 
«vile,  and  how  the  Name  of  Christ  is  dilhonoured  by  many 
too  that  call  themlelves  his  People  ?  to  fee  the  unlawful  Deeds 
and  filthy  Pra£lices  of  them  that  live  ungodly ,  and  to  behold  at 
the  lame  Time,  the  Infirmities  at  leak,  and  Irregularities  of 
thole,  concerning  whom  we  have  better  Hopes  ?  And  do  you 
Slot  wifii  to  efcape  from  luch  a  World,  where  «  righteous  and 
companionate  Soul  mull  be  -vexed  from  Day  to  Day ,  by  lo  many 
opedacles  of  Sin  and  Mifery  -?  (g)  7 

.  5*  Y  EA> t0  come  nearer  Home,  do  you  not  feel  fomethino- 

Wk  in  you,  which  you  long  to  quit,  and  which  would  imbitter 
even  Paradjfe  itfelf  ?  Something,  which  were  it  to  continue, 
would  grieve  and  dikrefs  you  even  in  the  Society  of  the  Blelled  ? 
Do  you  not  fee]  a  Remainder  of  Indwelling  Sin ,  the  fad  Confe¬ 
rence  of  the  Original  Revolt  of  our  Nature  from  God  ?  Are 
you  not  ftruggling  every  Day  with  lome  Refidue  of  Corruption 
or  at  leak  mourning  on  Account  of  the  Weaknefs  of  vour  Graces  ? 
Do  you  not  often  find  your  Spirits  dull  and  languid,  when  you 
would  defire  to  raife  them  to  the  greatek  Fervour  in  the  Ser¬ 
vice  cf  God  ?  Do  you  not  find  your  Hearts  too  often  infen- 

,  ,  „  ..  fible 

fg)  2  Pet,  11.  S. 
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fible  of  the  richeft  Inftances  of  his  Love,  and  your  Hands  feeble 
in  his  Service,  even  when  to  will  is  prefent  with  you  ?  (Ti) 
Hoes  not  your  Lite,  in  its  bell  Days  and  Hours,  appear  a  low 
unprofitable  Thing,  when  compared  with  what  you  are  fenfible 
it  ought  to  be,  and  with  what  you  with  that  it  were  ?  Are  you 
not  frequently,  as  it  were,  fir  etching  the  Pinions  oj  the  Mind, 
and  faying.  Oh  that  1  had  Wings  like  a  Dove,  that  1  might  fy 
away,  and  be  at  Ref  ?  (i) 

6.  Should  you  not  then  rejoice  in  the  Thought,  that 
Jesus  comes  to  deliver  you  from  thefe  Complaints  ?  i  hat  he 
comes  to  anfvver  your  Wifhes,  and  to  fulfil  the  largefl  Defires  of 
your  Hearts  ;  thofe  Defires,  that  he  himfelf  hasinfpired  ?  T  hat 
he  comes  to  open  upon  you  a  World  of  Purity  and  Joy,  of 
active,  exalted,  and  unwearied  Services  ? 

§,  7.  Oh  Chriftian,  how  often  have  you  call  a  longing  Eye 
towards  thofe  happy  Shores,  and  wifhed  to  pafs  the  Sea,  the 
boiflerous,  unpleaiant,  dangerous  Sea,  that  feparates  you  from 
them.  ?  When  your  Lord  has  condefcendcd  to  make  you  a  fhort 
Vifit  in  his  Ordinances  on  Earth,  how  have  you  bleit  the  I  ime, 
and  the  Place,  and  pronounced  it,  amidft  any  other  Difadvantage 
©f  Situation,  to  be  the  very  Gate  of  Heaven  ?  (k)  And  is  it 

fo  delightful  to  behold  this  Gate,  and  will  it  not  be  much  more 
fo  to  enter  into  it  ?  Is  it  fo  delightful  to  receive  the  Vifits  of 
Jesus  for  an  Hour,  and  will  it  not  be  infinitely  more  fo  to  dwell 
with  him  forever  ?  “  Lord,”  may  you  well  fay,  when  I 

“  dwell  with  thee,  I  fhall  dwell  in  Holinefs,  for  thou  thy i el f 
“  artPIolinefs  ;  I  fhall  dwell  in  Love,  for  thou  thyfelf  art  Love  ; 
“  I  fhall  dwell  in  Joy,  for  thou  art  the  Fountain  of  Joy,  as 
<e  thou  art  in  the  Father ,  and  the  Father  in  theeH  (1)  Bid  wel¬ 
come  to  his  approach  therefore,  to  take  you  at  your  Word,  and 
to  fulfil  to  you  that  faying  of  his,  on  which  your  Soul  has 
fo  often  relied  with  heavenly  Peace  and  Pleafure  ;  Father , 
1  will,  that  they  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  with  me  where 
1  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  Glory  which  thou  haft  given 
me.  ( m) 

8.  Surely  you  may  fay  in  this  View,  “  The  fooner 
“  Christ  comes,  the  better.”  What  though  the  Ref  due  of  your 
Days  be  cut  off  in  the  Midfl  ?  What/though  you  leave  many 
expe&ed  Pleafures  in  Life  untafted,  and  many  Schemes  unac- 
conipliPned  ?  Is  it  not  enough,  that  what  is  taken  from  a  mortal 
Life  fhall  be  added  to  a  glorious  Eternity  ;  and  that  you  fhall 

R  4  fpend 

(h)  Rom.  vii.  18,  (\)  Pfal.  lv.  6.  (k)  Gen.  xxviii.  17. 

(1)  John  xvii.  21.  (m)  John  xvii.  24. 


-4s  The  Day  of  Judgment  will  be  welcome,  Ch.  29' 

CHnRirh°nfe  3nd  JMrS  iD  the  Prefence  and  Service  of 
i  h  hL  "nH  fea\Cn’  whlclVou  Wight  otherwife  have  fpen 

of  Earth?  m  the,mperfcct  Enj°y®ents  and  Labours 

hJ,  9-  Y°V  Prefpefls  reach,  not  only  beyond  Death 

bu  beyond  the  /(parate  Stole.  Fof  ^  7  ^ 

Succeed  it  and  n°  hawme  r  ‘  ®  b!ifsful  Eternity  "'hich  is  to 

toh  EarthTt!  Sv3dy  rfiedvfinCe  the  Sun  beSan  t0  weafure  out 
arth  its  Days  and  its  Years.  And  will  you  not  here  affr> 

%’7  ev' “  *•  w 

It  's  tr°e,  Chriflian,  it  is  an  awful  Day  ■  a  Dav  in 
which  Nature  /hall  be  thrown  into  a  Confufion  as  yet  unknown. 

fion  offi'0^”0  Eruption  of  burning  Mountains,  no  Defola'- 
tion  of  Cities  by  devouring  Flames,  or  of  Countries  by  overflow- 

°r ,le*U  C3n  ST  3ny  iuft  Emblem  °{  that  dreadful 
f.J,’  phe"  theH**™s  being  on  Fire  Jhall  be  dijfiohed,  as  well 
ss  he  Earth  and  all  that  is  therein,  Jhall  be  burnt  up  ;  (n)  when 

*11.  fee  away  in  Amazement  before  the  Face  of  the 
rummer] al  fudge ;  (o)  and  there  /hall  be  *  great  Cry  far  beyond 

ZT"  hTV  the  Land°f  EW>  When  the!:  Zs  Zt  a 

■Houfe  in  which  there  was  not  one  dead.  (o)  Y0Ur  Flefh  mav 

foe  ready  to  tremble  at  the  View  ;  yet  four  Spirit  muftfurely 

?zSarviour-  ^  You  «•  2 

...  "  ,  tiiuftnous  Day  come,  even  with  all  its  Horrors  >”  Yea 
Me  the  Chriftians  defcribed  by  the  Apollle,  ft)  you  may  be 
looking  for  and  hafiing  to  that  Day  of  terrible  Brfghtnefs^nd 
tm.verfal  Doom  For  your  Lord  will  then  come,  to  Indicate  the 
,uf. ice  of  thofe  Proceedings,  which  have  been  in  many  Inflances 

7°  mu<ib  aad  becaufe  they  have  been  obfcured  have 

Ur”  3j°  bjafphemed.  He  will  come,  to  difplay  his  Magnificence, 
eeicending  from  Heaven  with  a  Shout ,  with  the  Voice  of  the  4reh- 
nrgel  and  with  the  Frump  of  GOD  ;  (s)  taking  his  Seat  upon‘ 
a  Eh  rone  infinitely  exceeding  that  of  Earthly,  or  even  of  Cele- 
inal  Princes,  clothed  with  his  Father's  Glory  and  his  own  ;  (t) 

Grounded  with  a  numberlefs  Holt  of  fining  Attendants,  when 
coming  to  be  glorified  in  his  Saints,  and  admired  in  all  them  that 

ff  2  Pet  ii.  to,  12.  ( o )  Rev.  xx.  u.  (p)  Exod.  Hi. 

30.  9)  Luke  1.  47  (rj  2  Pet.  iii,  ,2.  (sj  ,  TheiT.  iv. 

16.  ft)  Luke  ix.  26.  - 


Ch.  29*  as  the  Day  of  the  'Triumph  of  Chrif.  £49 

believe,  (u)  His  Enemies  fhall  alfo  be  produced  to  grace  his 
Triumph  :  The  Serpent  fhall  be  feen  there  rolling  in  the  Duff, 
and  trodden  under  Foot  by  him  and  by  all  his  Servants :  Thofe, 
who  once  condemned  him,  fhall  tremble  at  his  Prefence  ;  and 
thofe,  who  bowed  the  Knee  before  him  in  profane  Mockery, 
fhall  in  wild  Defpair  call  to  the  Mountains  to  fall  upoti  them , 
and  to  the  Rocks  to  hide  them  from  the  Face  of  that  Lamb  of 
GOD ,  (x)  whom  they  once  led  away  to  the  mofl  inhuman 
Slaughter, 

§.  11.  Oh  Chriflian,  does  not  your  loyal  Heart  bound  at  the 
Thought  ?  And  are  you  not  ready,  even  while  you  read  thefe 
Lines,  to  begin  the  victorious  Shout  in  which  you  are  then  to 
join  ?  He  juftly  expe&s,  that  your  Thoughts  fhould  be  greatly 
elevated  and  imprefled  with  the  Views  of  His  Triumph ;  but  at 
the  fame  Time  he  permits  you  to  remember  your  own  perfonal 
Share  in  the  Joy  and  Glory  of  that  hlejfed  Day  :  And  even  now 
he  has  the  View  before  him  of  what  his  Power  and  Love  fhall 
then  accomplifh  for  your  Salvation.  And  what  fhall  it  not  ac¬ 
complifh  ?  He  fhall  come,  to  break  the  Bars  of  the  Grave,  and 
to  reanimate  your  Beeping  Clay.  Your  Bodies  mull  indeed  be 
laid  in  the  Dull,  and  be  lodged  there  as  a  Teitimony  of  God’s 
Difpleafure  againft  Sin  ;  againfl  the  firft  Sin  that  was  ever  com¬ 
mitted,  from  the  fad  Confequences  of  which  the  deareft  of  his 
Children  cannot  be  exempted.  But  you  fhall  then  have  an  Ear 
to  hear  the  Voice  of  the  Son  of  GOD ,  and  an  Eye  to  behold  the 
Luflre  of  his  Appearance  ;  and  fhall  Jhine  forth  like  the  Sun  (y) 
arifing  in  the  clear  Heaven,  which  is  as  a  Bridegroom  coming  out 
of  his  Chamber  ( z).  Your  Soul  fhall  be  new  dreffed,  to  grace 
this  high  Solemnity  ;  and  be  clothed,  not  with  the  Rags  of  Mor¬ 
tality,  but  with  the  Robes  of  Glory  ;  for  he  fhall  change  this 
•vile  Bodyy  to  fajhion  it  like  his  own  glorious  Body  (a).  And  when 
you  are  thus  royally  arrayed,  he  fhall  confer  publick  Honours 
on  you,  and  on  all  his  People,  before  the  aflembled  World. 
You  may  now  perhaps  be  loaded  with  Infamy,  called  by  re¬ 
proachful  Names,  and  charged  with  Crimes,  or  with  Views 
which  your  very  Soul  abhors :  But  he  will  then  bring  forth  your 
Righteoufnefs  as  the  Light ,  fbj  and  your  Salvation  as  a  Lamp 
that  burneth.  (c)  Though  you  have  been  dif honoured  by  Men , 
you  fhall  be  acknowledged  by  GOD  ;  and  though  treated  as  the 
Filth  of  the  World)  and  the  off-  fcouring  of  all  Things.  ( d)  He 

will 

(u)  2  The* T.  i.  10.  (x)  Rev.  vi.  16.  (y)  Mat.  xiii.  43. 

(z)  Pfal.  xix.  5.  (a)  Phil,  iii,  21.  (b)  Pfal.  xxxvii.  6. 

(c)  Ifai.  Ixii.  i%  (d)  1  Cor.  iv,  13. 


Ch. 


2  9, 


3i  JO  Happinefs  of  every  Believer, See'. 

Will  (hew,  that  he  regards  you  as  bis  Ereafurc,  in  the  Dm  ,  W 
he  makes  np  hu  Jewels',  (e)  When  he  (hall  put  away  111  ,1. 
Wicked  of  the  Earth  like  Dro/s,  (f)  v0„  ft., n  1  '  , 

*  “•»> .  i 

broken  the  Divine  Law,  and  might  in  drift  Jull.ce  have  Keen 
condemned,  yet  being  clothed  with  the  Rb-hteoufoefs  0f“the 
great  Redeemer,  even  that  Rigbteoufn.fi  which  is  of  GOD  by 

in  he’d  ^  Juftlce  ftall  acquit  you,  and  join  with  Mercy 
in  beft owing  upon  you  a  Crown  of  Life,  (h)  Christ  will  con- 

fjLy7£rte  gels'  r'J  wil1  Pronounce  you  good 

and  faithfui  Servants  and  call  you  to  enter  into  the  Joy  of  your 

Lord  :  (kj  He  will  fpeak  of  you  with  Endearment  as  his  Bre¬ 
thren,  and  will  acknowledge  the  Kindneffes  which  have  been 
Jbenvn  to  you  as  if  he  hat,  received  them  in  his  own  Perhn.  (\) 

?nefomeenf  ^  iy0Utt  Ph  Chnft'an>  vvho  m ^  Perhaps  have  hate 
in  iome  of  the  lowed  Places  m  our  Affcmbiies,  though  (it  may 

be),  n°ne  of  the  RiCrh  and  G«at  of  the  Earth  would  condefcend 
to  look  upon  or  to  fpeaie  to  you,  be  called  to  be  Mefors  with 
Chnf  on  his  Judgment  Seat,  and  to  join  with  him  in  the  Sen- 
tence  he  mail  pais  on  wicked  Men  and  rebellious  Ansels. 

i  12.  Nor  is  it  merely  one  Day  of  Glory  and  of  Triumph. 
But  when  the  Judge  arnes  and  afeends  to  his  Father’s  Court, 
till  the  BleJJed  (hali  amend  with  him,  and  you  among  the  red  : 
lou  Jhall  afeend  together  with  your  Saviour,  to  his  ^Father  and 
your  Father,  to  his  GOD  and  your  GOD.  (n)  You  (hall  go  to 
make  your  Appearance  in  the  New  Jerufalem,  in  thole  new 
fhining  Forms  that  you  have  received,  which  will  no  doubt  be 
attended  with  a  correfpondent  Improvement  of  Mind  ;  and  take 
up  your  perpetua!  Abode  in  that  Fninefs  of  Joy,  with  which  you 
(hall  be  filled  and  (atisfied  in  the  Prefcnee  if  GOD,  ( o }  upon  the 

Confummation  of  that  Happinefs,  which  the  Saints  in  the  in¬ 
termediate  State  have  been  wiihmg  and  waiting  for.  You 
(hall  go,  from  the  Ruins  of  a  diffolving  World,  to  the  new  Hea¬ 
vens  and  new  Earth,  wherein  Righteoufnefs  for  ever  dwells,  f  o) 
There  all  the  Number  of  GOD  V  EUa  (hall  be  acccmplijhed,  and 
the  Happinefs  of  each  (hall  be  compleated.  The  whole  So¬ 
ciety  (hall  be  prefented  before  GOD,  as  the  Bride,  the  Lamb's  Wife, 
(q)  whom  the  Eye  of  its  Celeftial  Bridegroom  (hall  furvey  with 
unutterable  Delight,  and  confefs  to  be  without  Spot  or  Wrinkle, 

or 

(e)  Mai.  iii.  17.  (f)  Pfal.  cxix.  1 19.  (g)  Phil.  ijj.  o. 

(h)  2  Tim.  iv.  S.  (i)  Luke  xii.  8.  (k)  Matt.  xxv.  21. 

(I)  Mat.  xxv.  40.  (n)  J.hn  xx.  17.  (o)  P.al.  xvi.  11. 

(P J  *  Pet-  in-  1 3-  (<L)  Rev.  xxi.  9. 
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sr  any  fuch  Thing  ;  (r)  its  Chara&er  and  State  being  juft 

what  he  originally  defigned  it  to  be,  when  he  firft  engaged  to 
give  him f elf  for  it ,  to  redeem  it  to  GOD  by  his  blood .  (s)  So 

jhall  you  ever  be  with  each  other,  and  with  the  Lord ;  (t)  and 
immortal  Ages  fhall  roll  away,  and  find  you  dill  unchanged  ; 
your  Happinefs  always  the  fame,  and  your  Relidi  for  it  the 
lame  ;  or  rather  ever  growing,  as  your  Souls  are  approaching 
nearer  and  nearer  to  him,  who  is  the  Source  of  Happinefs,  and 
the  Centre  of  infinite  Perfection. 

13.  And  now,  look  round  about  upon  Earth,  and  fingle 
out,  if  you  can,  the  Enjoyments  or  the  Hopes,  for  the  Sake 
of  which  you  would  fay,  Lord,  delay  thy  Coming  ;  or  for  the 
Sake  of  which  you  any  more  fnould  hefitate  to  exprefs  your 
Longing  for  it,  and  to  cry,  Even  Jo  come ,  Lord  Jefus ,  come 
quickly  ! 

The  Meditation  and  Prayer  of  a  Christian,  whofe  Heart 

is  warmed  with  thefe  Pro  [pedis. 

“  f~\U  BLESSED  LORD  !  My  Soul  is  enkindled  in 
“  thefe  Views,  and  rifes  to  thee  in  the  Flatne.  (u)  Thou 

hafl:  tefiified,  thou  comejl  quickly  :  And  I  repeat  my  joyful  Af- 
“  fent,  Amen,  even  fo  come  Lord  Jefus  !  (x)  Come,  for  I  long 
“  to  have  done  with  this  low  Life  ;  to  have  done  with  its 
“  Burthens,  its  Sorrows,  and  its  Snares  !  Come ,  for  I  long  to 
4f  alcend  into  thy  Prefence,  and  to  fee  the  Court  thou  art  hold- 
“  ing  above  ! 

“  BldTed  Jesus,  Death  is  transformed,  when  I  view  it  in  this 
**  Light.  1  he  King  cf  Terrors  is  feen  no  more  as  fuch,  fo  near 
“  the  King  of  Glory  and  of  Grace.  I  hear  with  Pleafure  the 
t(  Sound  of  thy  Feet,  approaching  dill  nearer  and  nearer  :  Draw 
**  afiae  the  Veil,  when  ever  thou  pleafed  !  Open  the  Bars  of 
“  my  Prifon,  that  my  eager  Soul  may  fpring  forth  to  thee,  and 
“  cad  itfelf  at  thy  Feet ;  at  the  Feet  of  that  Jesus,  whom  hav- 
<c  ing  not  feen ,  1  love  :  and  in  whom,  though  now  1  fee  thee 
“  not,  yet  believing ,  1  rejoice  with  Joy  unjpeakable  and  full  of 
Glory  !  (y)  Thou,  Lord,  foalt  Jhew  me  the  Path  of  Life  : 
Thine  Hand  fhall  guide  me  to  thy  blifsful  Abode,  where  there 
“  is  Fulnefs  of  Joy ,  and  Rivers  of  everlafling  Pleafure.  (2)  Thou 
tl  fhalt  alfign  me  an  Habitation  with  thy  faithful  Servants, 

whofe 

^  (r)  Eph.  v.  27.  (s)  Rev.  v.  9.  (t)  1  ThelT.  iv.  17, 

(u)  Judg.  xiii.  20.  (x)  Rev.  xxii.  20.  (y)  1  Pet.  i.  8, 

(z)  Pfal.  xvi.  u. 


lhe  Meditation  of  a  Cbrifiai ,  &c. 


it 

it 

n 

it 

at 

it 

it 

it 

a 

a 

it 

it 

a 


Ch.  29.'’ 


if 

it 

a 

i  t 
if 
it 

<se 

41 

it 

st 

te 

it 

a 


Bohdts  Xr^^7eM°:VlI7gK  Wit^  thee’ Whi,e  A«r 

B«lf„  ■,oiZrL(akS  s'”  CoT"iot  -»  W 

,  1  .  >  -melied  Saviour,  how  plonoiiB  nrrJ 

» x si 

call  the  Dead  t  T  *  \  10u  ^aft  conduced  them ,  whom 
thou  haft  ejj1pioyed'V(hemn°bThaatri  eJi'enCve  Servic« 

Can>’  f°r  thy  G°"  tothe^r  AnTohgile 

“V W,‘h  thera  in  their  Bleffings  and  their  Services 
are  breathing"  fonh  before^le  t**'’  ^  ^  ^ 

belfpiri?g  S 

th,s  as  yet  unknown  Splendour  and  Felicity,  (hall  I  be  draw 
ing  new  Arguments  to  look  and  long  for  the  Day  of  tf  final 
■Appearance.  There  (hall  I  long  more  ardently'', ban  I  {ow 
do,  to  ,ee  thy  Condudt  vindicated,  and  thy  Triumph  dif 
p  ayed  ;  to  fee  the  Duft  of  thy  Servants  reanimated  and 

f/ftl  En‘mcieS  3nd  °f  ll!i"e-/TO//««/»?a 

•  f  /'n  ^  j1'2)1  ,on8  f°r  that  fuperior  Honour  that  thou 

intended  me,  and  that  compleat  Blifs  to  which  the  whole 

Body  of  thy  People  (hall  be  conduced.  Come ,  Lord  Jefus 
come  quickly,  will  mingle  itfelf  with  the  Songs  of  Paradife  and 
found  from  the  Tongues  of  all  the  Millions  of  thy  Sain;< 
whom  thy  Grace  has  tranfplanted  thither.  7  * 

“  In  the  mean  Time,  Oh  my  Divine  Mafter,  accept  the 
omage  which  a  grateful  Heart  now  pays  thee,  in  a 
seme  of  the  ^  glorious  Hopes  with  which  thou  haft  infpired 
K  !  It  is  thou,  that  haft  put  this  Joy  into  it,  and  haft 
railed  my  Soul  to  this  glorious  Ambition  ;  whereas  I 
might  otherwile  have  now  been  groveling  in  the  lowed 
1  rifles  of  1  ime  and  Senfe,  and  been  looking  with  Horror 
on  that  Hour,  which  is  now  the  Objedt  of  my  moll  ardent 

“  Oh  be  < with  me  always  even  to  the  end  of  this  mortal 
Life  !  and  give  me,  while  waiting  for  thy  Salvation,  to 
be  doing  thy  Commandments!  May  my  Loins  be  girded  about, 
and  my  Lamp  burning  ;  [c]  and  mine  Ears  be  (till  watch’ 
fu!  for  the  blefied  Signal  of  thine  Arrival  :  That  mv 
glowing  Soul  may  with  Pleafure  fpring  to  meet  thee, 

\  tt 

[a]  Rev.  i,  9.  [h]  1  Cor.  xv.  2 6,  54,,  [c]  Luke  xii.  35. 
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(t  and  be  drengthened  by  Death  to  bear  thofe  Vifions  of 
<c  Glory,  under  the  Extafies  of  which  feeble  Mortality  would 
“  now  expire  ! 


CHAP.  XXX. 


The  Christian  honouring  God  by 
his  Dying  Behaviour. 

Reflexions  on  the  Sincerity  with  which  the  proceeding  Advices  have 
been  given.  1.  The  Author  is  defirous,  that  (  if  Providence 
permit  )  he  may  affi  the  Chrijlian  to  die  honourably  and  com¬ 
fortably.  §.  2,  3.  With  this  Vi ew  it  is  advijed.  (1.)  To  rid 
the  Mind  of  all  Earthly  Cares.  §.4.  (2.)  To  renew  the  Hu¬ 

miliation  of  the  Soul  before  GOD,  and  its  Application  to  the 
Blood  of  Chrid.  §.  5.  ( 3 .)  To  exercife  Patience  under  bodily 
Pains  and  Sorrows.  §.  6.  (4.  )  At  leaving  the  World,  te 

bear  an  honour  abbs  Teflimony  to  Religion.  §.7.  ( 5.)  To  give 

a  folemn  Charge  to  furviving  Friends,  8.  efpecially  re¬ 
commending  Faith  in  Chrift.  §.  9.  (6.)  To  keep  the  Promifes 

of  GOD  in  View.  §.  10,  11.  And,  (7.)  To  commit  the 
departing  Spirit  to  GOD,  in  the  genuine  Exercifes  of  Gra¬ 
titude  and  Repentance,  Faith  and  Charity  ;  §.  12.  which 

are  exemplified  in  the  concluding  Meditation  and  Prayer . 

1 

§.  i.  *nr“'HUS,  my  dear  Reader,  I  have  endeavoured  to  lead 
JL  you  through  a  Variety  of  Circur? fiances  ;  and  thofe, 
not  fancied  and  imaginary,  but  fuch  as  do  indeed  occur  in  the 
Human  and  Chriftian  Life.  And  I  can  truly  and  chearfully 
fay,  that  I  have  marked  out  to  you  the  Path  which  I  have  my- 
felf  trod,  and  in  which  it  is  my  Defire  ftili  to  go  on.  I  have 
ventured  my  own  Evcrlading  Intereds  on  that  Foundation,  on 
which  i  have  dire&ed  you  to  adventure  yours.  What  I  have 
recommended  as  the  grand  Bufinefs  of  your  Life,  I  defire  to 
make  the  Buiinefs  of  my  own  :  And  the  mod  confiderable  En¬ 
joyments,  which  I  expedl  or  defire  in  the  remaining  Days  of 
my  Pilgrimage  on  Earth,  are  fuch  as  I  have  directed  youtofeek, 
and  endeavoured  to  a  (lift  you  in  attaining.  Such  Love  to  God, 
fuch  ccndant  A&ivity  in  his  Service,  fuch  pleafurabie  View3  of 

what 
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io  die  honourably  and  c 


'otnfortably 
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x  *  -  D'-'* 

^ nat  lies  beyond  the  Grave  aoDear  tn  mo  in 

n^fc  \  0  r?  1  •  .  •  dppear  to  me  (God  is  mv  Wi> 

”  b-T-  ”“S 

mg  the, Remainder  of  my  Abode  here  ' ^  arl0rd’  'l'"' 

SS  itrtert  1,  LiL*;l  ”t1'  9 

b  GG  »a.  “  z 

1  ie  IS  one  ^cene  remaining!  a  Scene  thmmK  1  •  1 

rouft  infallibly  pafs  •  which \a  ,  \  gh  which  y°« 
.I  t  "  ,  F  ’  vvmch  has  iomethine  m  it  fo  awful 

Th  1  Mnnotbut  attempt  doing  a  little  to°  affift  you  in  it- 

1  mean  the  dark  Volley  0f  the  Shadow  of  Death  J  ‘ j 

earneftly  wifo,  that  for  the  Credit  of  your  Profoffion  the 
Comfort  of  your  own  Soul,  and  the  Joy  and  EdificaTo’n  of 
your  forming  Friends,  you  might  die,  not  only  fafily  but  ho 
mutably  too  :  And  therefore  1  would  offer  you  a  few  nartinJ 
Advices.  I  am  fenfible  indeed,  that  Providence  may  determinf 
tne  Circum/lances  of  your  Death  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  that 
you  may  have  no  Opportunity  of  afling  upon  the  Hints  [  row 
give  you.  Some  unexpected  Accident  from  without,  or  from 
within,  may  as  ,t  were  whirl  you  to  Heaven  before  you 
caveat e  -,  and  you  may  find  yourfelf  fo  fuddenly  there  'that  it 
may  feem  a  1  ranflation,  rather  than  a  Death.  Or  it  is  noflible 
the  force  o  a  Diftemper  may  affeft  your  Undemanding  in  fuch 
a  Manner,  that  you  may  be  quite  infenfible  of  the  CircLftance 

fee^vffhlv  aG  3nd  f°  f°Ur  D'ffo!uti°n  (though  others  may 
e  it  vif.bly  and  certainly  approaching,)  maybe  as  meat  a 

Surprize  to  you,  as  if  you  had  died  in  full  Health. 

,  ■  3..'  °nthe  whole  probable,  you  may  have  a 

more  fenfible^  PaJJage  out  of  Time  into  Eternity;  and  as  much 
may,  in  various  Refpefls,  depend  on  your  dying  Behaviour-,  give 
me  leave  to  propofe  fome  plain  Direflions  with  Relation  to  it, 
to  be  pradhfed,  if  God  give  you  Opportunity,  and  remind  you 
of  them.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  look  over  the  xxfxth 
Chapter  again  when  you  find  the  Symptoms  of  any  threading 
Disorder  .  And  I  t..e  rather  hope,  that  what  I  fay  may  be 
ufeful  to  you,  as  methinks  I  find  myfelf  difpofed  to  addrefs  vou 
with  fomething  of  that  peculiar  Tendernefa  which  we  feel  for  ,7 


d) 
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you  fhculd  get  rid  of  earthly  Caret, 


2  si 


dying  Friend  ;  to  whom,  as  we  expert  that  we  dial!  fpeak  to 
him  no  more,  we  fend  out  as  it  were  all  our  Hearts  in  every 
Word. 

§.  4.  I  would  advife  then,  in  the  fird  Place,  “  that,  as 
“  foon  as  poliible,  you  would  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  all  Jur- 
**  ther  Care  with  Regard  to  your  Temporal  Conce/ms,  by  fettling 
“  them  in  Time  in  as  Realonable  and  Chridian  a  Manner  as 
4(  you  can.1’  I  co,uld  wifli,  there  may  be  nothing  of  that 
Kind  to  hurry  your  Mind  when  you  are  lead  able  to  bear  it,  or 
to  didrefs  or  divide  thofe  who  come  after  you.  Do  that,  which 
in  tne  Pretence  of  God  you  judge  mof  equitable ,  and  which  you 
verily  believe  will  be  mod  pleading  to  him.  Do  it  in  as  pru¬ 
dent  and  effedual  a  Manner,  as  you  can  j  And  then,  confider 
the  World  as  a  Place  you  have  quite  done  with,  and  its  Affairs 
as  nothing  further  to  you,  more  than  to  one  aftualJy  dead  ; 
unlefs  as  you  may  do  any  Good  to  its  Inhabitants,  while  yet 
you  continue  among  them  ;  and  may,  by  any  Circumdance  in 
your  lad  A&ions  or  Words  in  Life,  leave  a  B l effing  behind  you 
to  thofe  who  have  been  your  Friends  and  Fellow  Travellers, 
while  you  have  been  difpatching  that  Journey  thro’  it,  which 
you  are  now  dnilhing. 

$•  5'  ThaJ  you  may  be  the  more  at  Leifure,  and  the 
better  prepared  for  this,  “  enter  into  fome  ferious  Review  of 

your  own  State  ;  and  endeavour  to  put  your  Soul  into  as  fit 

a  t  ollure  as  pofhble,  for  your  folemn  Appearance  before 
“  God.”  For  a  folemn  Thing  indeed  it  is,  to  go  into  his  im¬ 
mediate  r  re  fence  ;  to  iland  before  him,  not  as  a  Supplicant  at 
the  Throne  of  his  Grace,  but  at  his  Bar  as  a  feparate  Spirit,  whofe 
Time  of  Probation  is  over,  and  whole  Eternal  State  is  to  be 
immediately  determined.  Renew  your  Humiliation  before  God 
for  the  Impcrfedlions  of  your  Life,  though  it  has  in  the  Main 
been  devoted  to  his  Service.  Renew  your  Application  to  the 
Mercies  of  God  as  promiled  in  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  and  to 
the  fi.ood  of  Christ  as  the  bleffed  Channel  in  which  they  flow. 
Refign  yourfelf  entirely  to  the  Divine  Difpofa!  and  Condufl,  as 
willing  to  ferve  God  either  in  this  World  or  the  other,  as  he 

f  3J  ffe®, fit'  A"0  of  >'our  Smfulnefs  on  the  one  hand, 

and  of  the  Divine  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  on  the  other,  fun*! 
nton  up  all  the  Fortitude  of  your  Soul  to  bear  as  well  as  you  can 
whatever  his  affixing  Hand  majl  further  lay  upon  you 
and  to  receive  the  lafl  Stroke  of  it,  a,  one  who  would 

tiffs en“re  Sabje£l,on  t0  the  S««  good  Fa. 

§.  6. 


et 


ft 

«t 

ft 
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’-56  Loci  to  Chrijl,  and exercife  Patience,  Ch.  30. 

§.  6.  Whatever  you  fuffer,  “  endeavour  to  fhew  yourfelf 
^  Example  of  Patience. ”  Let  that  amiable  Grace  d 

Selhft*  (3)  MndfTeit  hasf0  Me  more  to  do,  Kt £ 

and  th*t  th  n°b  y'  Let  there  not  be  a  mi>™uring  Word  ; 
and  that  there  watch  againft  every  repining  Thought  ’ 

And  when  you  feel  any  Thing  of  that  Kind  arifirj,  look  by 

Faith  upon  a  dying  Saviour,  and  alk  your  own  Heart  Was 

lie  ?h'wa,r°  S  TCil«m°re  Painfu1,  than  the  Bed  on  vvhich  1 
finite V  h'5  SmUatl°n  among  E,ood  thir%  Enemies  in- 

and  Care  of  f  ihan  mine  amidft  the  Tendernels 

heavv  I  oad  ofmanyc-affeai0naW  FHends  ?  Did  «°tthe 
whel^r'*  f.,i  my  Sins  prefs  him  in  a  much  more  over- 

aSo  S  V  TT’  ‘  :an  1  am  P,efled  br  the  Eoad  of  thefe 
ftidions  .  And  yet  he  bore  all  as  a  Lamb  that  is  brought  to 

he  au&  ter'  Let  the  Remembrance  of  his  Sufferings 

be  a  Means  to  fweetcn  yours  ;  yea,  let  it  caufe  you  to  rejoice 

when  you  are  called  to  bear  the  Crofs  for  a  little  while,  before 
y  1  wear  the  Crown.  Count  it  all  Joy ,  that  you  have  an  Op- 
portum  y  yet  once  more  of  honouring  God  by  your  Patience 
Winch  is  now  adling  its  laft  Part,  and  will  in  a  few  Days, Ter'. 

fej? a  fevv  H°urs,  be  fuperfeded  by  compleat  everlafting 
Bleirednefs.  And  I  am  willing  to  hope,  that  in  thele  Views 
you  will  not  only  fupprefs  all  paffionate  Complaints,  but  that 
your  Mouth  will  be  filled  with  the  Praifes  of  God  ;  and  that 
you  will  be  fpeaking  to  thofe  that  are  about  you,  not  only  of 
his  Juftice,  but  of  his  Goodnefs  too.  So  that  you  will  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  communicate  your  inward  Joys  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as 

rvc  *  and.edl0'mg  Comment  upon  thole  Words  of 
the  Apofi!  ft,  tribulation  nvorheth  Patience  ;  and  Patience,  Experi¬ 
ence  ■,  and  Experience,  Hope  ;  even  a  Hope  which  maketb  not 
a/ba»ud,vv  Inlet  he  Love  of  GOD  i,  Jhed  abroad  in  our  Hearts, 
by  the  Holy  Gboft  which  is  given  unto  us.  ( cj 

f-  7-  Avid  now,  my  dear  Friend,  “  now  is  the  Time,  when 
it  is ^ef penally  expelled  from  you,  that  yon  hear  an  honourable 
leflimony  to  Religion .”  Tell  thofe  that  are  about  you,  aj 
v/eh  as  you  can,  (tor  you  will  never  be  able  fully  to  exprefsit,) 
what  Comfort  and  Support  you  have  found  in  it.  Tell 
them  how  it  has  brightened  the  darkeft  Circamftanccs  of 
your  Life  :  Tell  them,  how  it  now  reconciles  you  to  the  near 
Views  of  Death.  Your  Words  will  carry  with  them  a  peculiar 
Weight  at  fuch  a  Seafon  :  There  will  be  a  Kind  of  Eloquence, 
even  in  the  Infirmities  with  which  you  are  flruggling,  white 

you 

(ZJ  Jam-  L  4*  (bj  Jlai.  liii.  7,  Rom,  v.  3,  4, 
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Bear  an  honourable  Tejlimony  to  Religion. 

you  give  them  Utterance  ;  and  you  will  be  heard  with  At¬ 
tention,  with  Tendernefs,  with  Credit.  And  therefore,  when 
the  Bime  of  your  Departure  is  at  Hand,  with  unaffected  Free¬ 
dom  breathe  out  your  Joy,  if  you  then  feel  fas  I  hope  you  will,) 
an  holy  Joy  and  Delight  in  God.  Breathe  out  however  your 
inward  Peace  and  Serenity  of  Mind,  if  you  be  then  peaceful 
and  ferene  :  Others  will  mark  it ,  and  be  encouraged  to  tread 
the  Steps  which  lead  to  fo  happy  an  End.  Tell  them,  what: 
yeu  feel  of  the  Vanity  of  the  World  ;  and  they  may  learn  to 
regard  it  lefs  :  Tell  them,  what  you  feel  of  the  Subffantial  Sup¬ 
ports  of  the  Gofpel  ;  and  they  may  learn  to  value  it  more  :  For 
they  cannot  but  know,  that  they  mu  ft  lie  down  on  a  dying  Bed 
too,  and  muff  then  need  all  the  Relief  which  the  Gofpel  itfelf 
can  give  them. 

§.  8.  And  to  inforce  the  Convkffion  the  more,  “  give  cl 
<(  folemn  Charge  tothofe  that  are  about  you,  that  they  Jpend  their 
c<  Lives  in  the  Service  of  GOD,  and  govern  themfelves  by  the 
“  Principles  of  real  Religion .”  You  may  remember,  that  Jojhua , 
and  David,  and  other  good  Men  did  fo  ;  when  they  perceived 
that  the  Days  drevo  near  in  which  they  Jhould  die.  And  you 
know  not,  how  the  Admonitions  of  a  dying  Friend,  or  (  as 
it  may  be  with  refped  to  fome,)  of  a  dying  Parent,  may  im- 
prefs  thofe  who  may  have  difregarded  what  you  and  others  may 
have  faid  to  them  before.  At  leaft,  make  the  Trial  ;  and  die, 
labouring  to  glorify  God,  to  fave  Souls,  and  generoufly  to  fow 
the  Seeds  of  Goodnefs  and  Happinefs  in  a  World,  where  you 
have  no  more  Harvefs  to  reap .  Perhaps  they  may  fpring  up  in 
a  plentiful  Crop,  when  the  Clods  of  the  Valley  are  covering  your 
Body  :  But  if  not,  God  will  approve  it  ;  and  the  Angels,  that 
wait  around  your  Bed  to  receive  your  departing  Soul,  will  look 
upon  each  other  with  Marks  of  Approbation  in  their  Counte¬ 
nance,  ana  own,  that  this  is  to  expire  like  a  Chrijlian ,  and  to 
make  a  glorious  Improvement  of  Mortality. 

§•  9.  And  in  this  lafi  Addrefs  to  your  Fellow-Mortals,  who- 
ever  they  are  that  Providence  brings  near  you,  i(  be  fare  that 
you  tell  them,  how  entirely  and  how  chearfully  your  Hopes 
and  Depcndance  in  this  Seafon  of  the  laff  Extremity  are  fixed \ 
not  upon  your  own  Merits  and  Obedience,  but  on  vohat  the 
“  &reat  Redeemer  has  done,  and  has  fuffered  for  Sinners.”  Let 
them  fee,  that  you  die,  as  it  were  at  the  Foot  of  the  Crofs  :  No- 
tmng  will  be  fo  comfortable  to  yourfelves,  nothing  fo  edifying 
them.  Let  the  Name  of  Jesus  therefore  be  in  your  Mouth, 
VvHiie  you  are  able  tofpeak  ;  and  when  you  can  fpeak  no  longer, 

S  let 
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let  it  be  m  your  Heart,  and  endeavour  that  the  M  Aft  of  your 
fcoul  while  it  continues  in  the  Body,  may  be  an  Aft  of  humble 
>aith  m  Christ  Come  unto  GOD  by  him  :  Enter  into  that 
Winch  is  within  the  Veil,  as  with  the  Blood  of  Sprinkling  frefh 
upon  yCUp  It  is  an  awful  Thing  for  fuch  a  Sinner,  (as  you,  my 
Chriftian  Friend,  with  all  the  Virtues  the  World  may  have  ad- 
in.red,  know  yourfclf  to  be,)  to  Hand  before  that  infinitely 
pure  and  holy  Being  who  has  feen  all  your  Ways,  and  all  your 
Heart  and  has  a  perfeft  Knowledge  of  every  Mixture  of  im¬ 
perfection  winch  has  attended  the  belt  of  your  Duties  •  But 

venture  in  that  Way,  and  you  will  find  it  both  fafe  and 
pieaiant. 


„  *°‘  9NCE  m°re’  “  T°  £ive  ?ou  Cc™f°rt  in  a  dying-  Hour, 

and  to  fupport your  feeble  Steps  while  you  are  travelling  thro’ 
this  dark  and  painful  Way,  take  the  V/ord  of  GOD  as  a  Staff 
in  your  Hand."  Let  Books,  and  mortal  Friends,  now  do  their 
iaf  Office  for  you.  Call,  if  you  can,  Jome  experienced  Chrifii  an, who 
h^  feit  the  Power  of  the  Word  of  GOD  upon  his  own  Heart  ; 
and  let  him  bring  the  Scripture,  and  turn  you  to  fome  of  thofe 
precious  Promt fes,  which  have  been  the  Food  and  rejoicing  of  his 
own  ooul.  It  is  with  this  View,  that  I  may  carry  the  good  Office 
l  am  now  engaged  in  as  far  as  poffible,I  fhall  here  give  you  a  Cdlec - 
tion  of  a  few  fuch  admirable  Scriptures,  each  of  them  infinitely  more 
valuable  than  Pboufands  of  Gold  and  Silver,  [d]  And  to  convince 
you  of  the  Degree  in  which  I  elfeem  them,  I  will  take  the 
Freedom  to  add,  that  I  defire,  they  may  (if  God  give  an  Op¬ 
portunity,)  be  read  over  tome,  as  I  lie  on  my  dyi?ig  Bed,  with 
/hori  Intervals  between  them  ;  that  I  may  paufe  upon  each  and 
renew  fomething  of  that  delightful Relifh,  which,  I  blefs  God,  I 
have  often  found  in  them.  May  your  Soul  and  mine  be  then 
compofed  to  a  facred  Silence,  (whatever  be  the  Commotion  of 
Animai  Nature,)  while  the  Voice  of  God  fpeaks  to  us,  in  Lan- 
which  he  fpake  to  his  Servants  of  old,  or  in  which  he  in- 
Ifrudled  them  how  they  fhould  fpeak  to  him,  in  Circuinilances 
of  the  greateff  Extremity  f 

§.  11.  Can  any  more  Encouragement  be  wanting,  when  he 
fays,  Fear  not,  for  1  a?n  with  thee  ;  be  not  dif?n ay ed,  for  1  am  thy 
GOD  :  1  <will  frengthen  thee ,  yea  1  will  help  thee,  yea  1  will 
uphold  thee  with  the  Right  Hand  of  my,  Right eoujnefs .  [e]  And 
be  is  not  a  Man,  that  he  fhould  lie,  or  the  Son  of  Man,  that  he 
fhould  repent  :  Hath  he  Jaid,  and  Jhall  he  not  do  it  ?  Or  hath  he 
fpoken,  and  (bail  he  not  snake  it  good c‘  £fj  ——  f  he  Lord  is  my  Li^bt, 

and 

[d]  Pfal.  cxix,  72.  [e]  Ifai,  xji.  19,  [f]  Num.  xxiii.  19. 


'Ch.  30.  And  keep  the  Promifes  of  GOD  in  View] 

and  fny  Salvation ,  whom  Jhall  1  fear  ?  The  Lord  is  the  Strength 
cf  my  Life ,  of  whom  Jhall  J  be  afraid?  [g]  Phis  GO D  is  our 
GOD  for  ewer  and  ewer  :  He  will  be  our  Guide  ewen  unto 
Death .  [h]  Therefore,  though  1  walk  through  the  V alley  of  the 
Shadow  of  Death ,  1  will  fear  no  Ewil ;  for  thou  art  with  me, 
thy  Rod  and  thy  Staff,  they  comfort  me.  [ij  1  ha  we  waited  for 
thy  Salvation ,  Oh  Lord,  [k J  Oh  continue  thy  lowing  Kindnefs  unto 
them  that  know  thee ,  and  thy  Righteoufnefs  to  the  upright  in  Heart  f 
For  with  thee  is  the  Fountain  of  Life  ;  in  thy  Light  fhall  we  fee 
Light.  [1]  Thou  wilt  (hew  me  the  Path  of  Life  ;  in  thy  Pre fence 
is  Fulnefs  of  Joy ,  at  thy  Right  Hand  there  are  Pleafures  for  ever¬ 
more.  fm]  As  for  me,  1  Jhall  behold  thy  Face  in  Righteoufnefs  : 
1  (Jo  all  be  fat  is  fed,  when  1  awake,  with  thy  Likcnefs.  [n]  For  / 
know  in  whom  1  have  believed,  and  am  perfuaded  that  he  is  able,  to 
keep  what  I  have  committed  to  him  until  that  Day.  [o]  therefore 
my  Heart  is  glad,  and  my  Glory  rejoiceth  ;  my  Flefh  aljo  fhall  reft 
in  Hope,  [p]  For  if  we  believe,  that  Jefus  died,  and  rcje  again f 
thofe  alfo  that  feep  in  Jefus  will  GOD  bring  with  him .  [cjj  — -I 
give  unto  my  Sheep  Eternal  Life,  (faid  Jesus,  the  good  Shepherd ,) 
and  they  (hall  never  perijh,  neither  Jhall  any  pluck  them  out  of  my 
Hand,  [r]  This  is  the  Will  of  him  that  Jent  me,  that  every  one 
that  believeih  on  me  ftjould  have  Everlafting  Life  ;  and  l  will 
raife  him  up  at  the  lajl  Day.  [$]  Let  riot  your  Heart  be  trou¬ 
bled  ;  ye  believe  in  GOD,  believe  alfo  in  me.  In  my  Father  s  Houfe 
Jzre  many  Manfons  ;  if  it  vsere  not  Jo,  1  vsould  have  told  you  : 
1  go  to  prepare  a  Place  for  you  :  And  if  1  go  and  prepare  a  Place 
for  you,  1  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  to  my  f elf,  that  where  1 
am,  there  ye  7nay  be  alfo.  [t]  Go,  tell  tny  Brethren,  1  ajeend  unt/? 
my  Father  and  yGur  Father,  and  to  my  GOD  and  your  GOD .  M 
Father,  1  will  that  thofe  whom  thou  haft  given  ?ne,  be  voith  me 
where  lam ,  that  they  may  behold  my  Glory  which  thou  haft  given 
me  ;  that  the  Love  wherewith  thou  haft  loved  me,  may  he  in  them f 
and  1  in  them,  [xj  —  He  that  teftifieth  thefe  Things  faith.  Surely 
1  come  quickly.  Amen  :  Even  fo  come.  Lord  Jefus  f  [y]  Oh  Death , 
where  is  thy  Sting  ?  Oh  Grave ,  avhere  is  thy  Victory  ?  Thanks 
he  to  GOD,  who  giveth  us  the  Viciory  through  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift.  [zj 

S  *2  §,  I  z. 

[g]  Pfal.  xxvii.  1.  [h]  Pfal.  xlviii.  14.  [i]  Pfal.  xxiii.  4. 

k]  Gen.  xlix.  18.  [1]  Pial.  xxxvi.  9,  10.  [m]  Pfal.  xvi.  n. 

n]  Pial .  xvii.  15.  [0]  2  Tim.  i.  12.  [p]  Pfal.  xvi.  9. 

_q]  1  ^  ThefT.  iv.  14.  [r]  John  x.  28.  [s]  John  vi  40. 

t]  John  xiv.  1,2,  3.  [u]  Jonn  xx.  17.  [x]  John  xvii.  24* 

26.  [y]  Rev.  xxii.  20.  [z]  1  Cor.  xv?  55,57. 
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rJl,  I2-.Th,US,  m3ythat  God,  who  knows  the  Soul,  of  his 
Children  ,n  all  their  Ad-verfuies,  [a]  and  in  whofe  Sight  the  Death 

LvSaWtl-  "  P'1T'  W  cbear  andfupport  jiaa  and  min  thofe 
!aft  tx‘r™;tl£S  °[ Nature  •'  May  he  add  «to  the  happy  Num- 
er  of  tho.e,  who  have  been  more  than  Conquerors  in  Death  ' 
And  may  he  give  us  thofe  Supplies  of  his  Spirit,  which  may 
enable  us  to  pour  out  our  departing  Souls  in  fuch  Sentiments,  as 

f“  wV°rU W  n°W  fuggCft  J  tho’  we  fcould  be  no  longer  able  to 
er  erds,  or  to  underltand  them  if  they  were  to  be  read  to 

us  Let  us  at  leaft  review  them  with  all  proper  Affeftions  now, 
and  Jay  up  one  Prayer  more  for  that  awful  Moment  !  Oh  that 
this,  ana  all  we  have  ever  offered  with  Regard  to  it,  may  then 
tome  in  Remembrance  before  GOD  /  [c] 

A  Meditation  and  Prayer,  Juited  to  the  Cafe  of  a  dtinr 

Christian.  ^  * 
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H  thou  fupream  Ruler  of  the  Vifible  and  Invifible 

Worlds  !  Thou  Sovereign  of  Life,  and  of  Death,  of 

Larth,  and  of  Heaven  1  Bleffed  be  thy  Name,  I  have  often 

been  taught  to  feek  thee.  And  now  once  more  do  I  pour 

out  my  Soul,  my  departing  Soul,  unto  thee.  Bow  down  tho 

gracious  Ear,  Oh  GOD,  and  let  my  Cry  come  before  thee  with 
Acceptance  ! 

“  Tbe  Hoff  is  come,  when  thou  wilt  feparate  me  from  this 
World,  with  which  I  have  been  fo  long  and  fo  familiarly  ac- 
quamted,  and  lead  me  to  another,  as  yet  unknown.  Enable 
me  Ibefeech  thee,  to  make  the  Exchange,  as  becomes  et 

Child  cf  Abraham,  who  being  called  of  thee  to  receive  an  In - 
a ritance,  obeyed,  and  went  out ,  tho’  he  knew  net  particularly 
whither  he  went  ;  [d]  as  becomes  a  Child  of  GOD,  who  knows, 

tnat,  through  Sovereign  Grace,  it  is  his  Father's  good  P leafur t 

to  gave  him  the  Kingdom  !  [ej 

“  r{  acknowledge.  Oh  Lord,  the  Juftice  of  that  Sentence  by 
which  l  am  expiring  ;  and  own  thy  Wifdom  and  Goodnef?, 
m  appointing  my  Journey  through  this  gloomy  Vale  which  is 
now  before  me.  Help  me  to  turn  it  into  the  happy  Occafion 
of  honouring  thee,  and  adorning  my  Profefiion  l  and  I  will 
u!ClS  tilc  Pangs,  by  which  thou  arc  glorified,  and  this  mortal 
and  hnful  Part  of  my  Nature  is  diffolved. 

Ci scions  rather,  i  would  not  quit  this  Earth  of  thine,  and 
[a]_Pfah  xxx i.  7.  [bj  Pfal.  cxvi.  15.  [c]  Ads  x.  4,  31. 


[dj  Heb.  xi.  8.  [ej  Luke  xii. 
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♦ 

"  this  Houfe  of  Clay  in  which  I  have  fojourned  during  my 
“  Abode  upon  the  Face  of  it,  without  tny  grateful  Acknowledge 
“  ments  to  thee,  for  all  that  abundant  Goodnefs  which  thou  haft 
t(  caufed  to  pafs before  me  here,  (f )  With  my  dying  Breath  I 
*(  bear  Witnefs  to  thy  faithful  Care.  I  have  wanted  no  good 
Thing,  (g)  I  thank  thee,  Oh  my  God,  that  this  guilty,  for- 
«  feited,  unprofitable  Life  was  fo  long  fpared  :  That  it  hath 
«  been  ftill  maintained  by  fuch  a  Rich  Variety  of  thy  Bounty. 
«  I  thank  thee,  that  thou  haft  made  this  Beginning 
“  of  my  Exiftence  fo  pieafant  to  me.  I  thank  thee, 
<«  for  the  Mercies  of  my  Days  and  Nights,  of  my  Months 
((  and  Years,  which  are  now  come  to  their  Period  :  I 
*(  thank  thee,  for  the  Mercies  of  my  Infancy,  and  for  thofe  of 
“  my  riper  Age  ;  for  all  the  agreeable  Friends  which  thou  haft 
“  given  me  in  this  Houfe  of  my  Pilgrimage,  the  Living  and  the 
*6  Dead  ;  for  all  the  Plelp  I  have  received  from  others,  and 
*c  for  all  the  Opportunities  which  thou  haft  given  me  of  being 
“  helpful  to  the  Bodies  or  Souls  of  my  Brethren  of  Mankind. 
“  Surely  Goodnefs  and  Mercy  have  followed  me  all  the  Days  of 
“  my  Life ,  (*h)  and  I  have  Reafon  to  rife  a  thankful  Gueft 
6  4  from  the  various  and  pieafant  Entertainments  with  which  my 
*i  Table  has  been  furnifhed  by  thee.  Nor  (hall  I  have  Reafon 
to  repine,  or  to  grieve  at  quitting  them  :  For,  Oh  my  God, 
are  thy  Bounties  exhaufled  ?  I  know,  that  they  are  not.  I 
will  not  wrong  thy  Goodnefs  and  thy  Faithfulnefs  fo  much, 
“  as  to  imagine,  that  becaufe  I  am  going  from  Earth,  I  am 
“  going  from  Happinefs.  I  adore  thy  Mercy,  that  thou  haft 
c<  taught  me  to  entertain  nobler  Views  through  Jesus  thy  Son. 
“  I  blefs  thee  with  all  the  Powers  of  my  Nature,  that  I  ever 
“  heard  of  his  Name,  and  heard  of  his  Death  :  And  would  fain 
“  exert  a  more  vigorous  Ad  of  thankful  Adoration,  than  in  this 
“  broken  State  I  am  capable  of,  while  I  am  extolling  thee, 
(t  for  the  Riches  of  thy  Grace  manifefted  in  him  ;  for  his  In- 
“  ftrudions  and  his  Example,  for  his  Blood' and  his  RighteouL 
<(  nefs,  and  lor  that  Blefled  Spirit  of  thine  which  thou  haft 
“  given  me,  to  turn  my  finful  Fleart  unto  thyfelf,  and  to  bring 
me  into  the  Bonds  of  thy  Covenant  ;  of  that  Covenant , 
which  is  ordered  in  all  Things  and  Jure ,  (i)  and  which  this 
li  Death,  though  now  feparadng  my  Soul  from  my  Body,  fhall 
“  never  be  able  to  diiTolve. 

I  blefs  thee,  Oh  Lord,  that  I  am  not  dying  in  an  unrege- 

S3  <s  nerate 

(f)  Exod.  xxxiii.  19.  (g)  Pfal.  xxxiv.  io.  (h)  PfaL  xxiih 

6.  fi)  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5. 
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“  nera,te  and  impenitent  State  ;  but  that  thou  didft  gracioufly 
awaken  and  convince  me  ;  that  thou  didft  renew  and  fanaifv 
my  Heart,  and  didft  by  thy  good  Spirit  work  in  it  an  un- 
“  fegned  Faith,  a  real  Repentance,  and  the  Beginning  of  a 
Divine  Life.  I  thank  thee,  for  Minifters  and"  Ordinances  : 
I  thank  thee  for  my  Sabbaths,  and  my  Sacrament- Days ; 
for  the  eekly  and  Monthly  Refrefhments  which  they  gave 
me  :  I  thank  thee,  for  the  Fruits  of  Canaan ,  which  were  fent 
me  in  the  Wddernefs ,  and  are  now  fent  me  on  the  Brink  of 
“  Jordan  1  thank  thee,  for  thy  Bleffcd  Word,  and  for  thofe 
exceeding  rich  and  precious  Promt fes  of  it,  which  now  lie  as  a 
“  Cordial  warm  at  my  Heart  in  this  chilling  Hour  ;  Promifes  of 
Support  in  Death,  and  of  Glory  beyond  it,  and  of  the  Refur- 
“  redtion  of  my  Body  to  everlafting  Life.  Oh  my  God,  I 
firmly  believe  them  all,  great  and  wonderful  as  they  are,  and 
“  am  waiting  for  the  Accompli  foment  of  theih,  through  'jefus 
“  Cbrift  J  in  whom  they  are  all  Tea  and  Amen,  (k)  Remember 
“  thy  Word  unto  thy  Servant,  on  which  thou  haft  caufed  me  to 
“  hope  !  <\)  I  covenanted  with  thee,  not  for  Worldly  En¬ 
joyments,  which  thy  Love  taught  me  comparatively  to  de- 
fpife  ;  buu  for  Eternal  Life,  as  the  G  ft  oft  thy  free  Grace  thro' 
“  Jefus  thrift  my  Lord :  (m)  And  now  permit  me  in  his  Name 
“  enter  my  humble  Claim  to  it  f  Permit  me  to  confign  thirde- 
«•  parting  Spirit  to  thine  Rand',  for  thou  haft  redeemed  it.  Ok  * 
6(  Lord  GO D  of  Truth  f  (n)  1  am  thine  :  Save  me,  (o)  and 

**  make  me  happy  ! 

“  But  may  1  indeed  prefume  to  fay,  1  am  thine  P  Oh  God, 

“  now  I  am  Handing  on  the  Borders  of  both  Worlds,  now  I 
“  view  Things  as  in  the  Light  of  thy  Pre fence  and  of  Eternity, 

“  how  unworthy  do  I  appear,  that  I  Ihould  be  taken  to  dweH 
*c  with  thy  Angels  and  Saints  in  Glory  !  Alas,  I  have  Reafon 
“  to  look  back  with  deep  Humiliation,  on  a  poor  unprofitable 
“  finful  Life,  in  which  I  have  daily  been  deferving  to  be  caf 
*£  into  Hell.  But  I  have  this  one  comfortable  Refledion,  that  I 
have  fled  to  the  Crofs  of  Chrift  ;  and  I  now  renew  my  Ap- 
€t  plication  to  it.  To  think  of  appearing  before  God  infuch 
“  an  imperfedl  Righteoufnels  as  my  own,  were  ten  thoufand 
“  times  worfethan  Death.  No,  Lord  !  I  come  unto  thee  as  a 
<(  Sinner  ;  but  as  a  Sinner,  who  has  believed  in  thy  Son  for  Par- 
“  don  and  Life  :  I  fall  down  before  thee  as  a  guilty  polluted 

Wretch  ; 

(k)  2  Cor.  i.  20.  \1)  Pfal.  cxix.  49.  (in)  Rem.  vi. 

23.  (n)  Pfal.  xxxi.  5.  (0)  Pfal.  cxix.  94. 


Ch.  fatted  to  the  Cajeof  a  dying  Chrifian,  2  6$ 

“  Wretch  ;  but  thou  haft  made  him  to  be  unto  thy  People  for 
t(  Wijdom  and  Righteoufnefs,  for  Sandif  cation  and  Redemption,  (p) 
“  Let  me  have  my  Lot  among  the  Followers  of  Jesus  !  Treat 
“  me,  as  thou  treateft  thofe  who  are  his  Friends  and  his  Bre- 
<£  thren  !  for  thou  knovveft,  my  Soul  has  loved  him,  and 
tc  trufted  him,  and  folemnly  ventured  itfelf  on  the  Security  of 
his  Gofpel.  And  1  knovo,  in  nvhom  1  have  believed.  (q)  The 
“  Infernal  Lion  may  attempt  to  difmay  me  in  this  awful 

is  PaiTage  :  But  I  rejoice,  that  I  am  in  the  Hands  of  the  good 

u  Shepherd ;  (r)  and  I  defy  all  my  Spiritual  Enemies,  in  a 
chearful  Dependance  on  his  faithful  Care.  I  lift  up  my 
u  Eyes  and  my  Heart  to  him,  who  voas  dead  and  is  alive 

again  ;  and  behold ,  he  lives  for  evermore ,  and  hath  the  Keys 

66  of  Death  and  of  the  unfeen  World,  (s)  Bleffed  Jesus,  1 
die  by  thine  Hand ,  and  I  fear  no  Harm  from  the  Hafid 
“  of  a  Saviour  !  I  fear  not  that  Death,  which  is  allotted 
to  me  by  the  Hand  of  my  deareft  Lord,  who  himfelf 
died  to  make  it  fafe  and  happy 4  I  come.  Lord,  I  come, 
not  only  with  a  willing,  but  with  a  joyful  Confent.  I  thank 
thee,  that  thou  remembreft  me  for  Good  ;  that  thou  art 
breaking  my  Chains,  and  calling  me  to  the  glorious  Liberty 
6(  of  the  Children  of  GOD.  (t)  I  thank  thee,  that  thou  wilt 
te  no  longer  permit  me  to  live  at  a  Diftance  from  thine  Arms  ; 
but  after  this  long  Abfence,  wilt  have  me  at  Home,  at  Home 
for  ever. 

“  My  feeble  Nature  faints  in  the  View  of  that  Glory, 

c*  which  is  now  dawning  upon  me  :  But  thou  knoweft  how, 

“  gracious  Lord,  to  let  it  in  upon  my  Soul  by  juft  Degrees, 
<e  and  to  make  thy  Strength  per  fed  in  my  Weaknefs.  (u )  Once 
“  more,  for  the  laft  Time,  would  I  look  down  on  this  poor 
<c  World  which  I  am  going  to  quit,  and  breathe  out  my  dy- 
“  ing  Vows  for  its  Prpfperity,  and  that  of  thy  Church  in  it. 

“  I  have  loved  it,  Oh  Lord,  as  a  living  Member  of  the 

“  Body  ;  and  I  love  it  to  the  laft.  I  humbly  befeech  thee 
t  therefore,  that  thou  wilt  guard  it,  and  purify  it,  and 
uniie  it  more  and  more  !  Send  down  more  of  thy  Blef- 
‘‘  fed  SPirrk  uPont  it,  even  the  Spirit  of  Wifdom,  of  Holinefs, 
atid  vyi  Love  ;  tisi  in  due  Time  the  Wildernejs  he  turned  into 

C\  a  Garden  °f  the  L°rd,  ( w)  and  all  Flejh  Jhall  fee  thy  Sal- 
f  vat  ion  /  (x)  J  J 

((  y^ncj 

/p)  1  Cor.'i.  3o.  fq)  z  Tim.  j.  I2.  (r)  John  x.  1 1,  28. 

V.  !:  lS-  ( ')  ^om-  viii.  21.  (u)  2  Cor.  xii.  0. 

(  w)  Ifai.  3-  (x)  Luke  iii.  6. 
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„  ",  w-for  m!’  bear  rae>  °h  mx  Heavenly  Father 

on  the  W  mgs  o,  everlaftmg  Love  to  that  peaceful  that 

holy  that  joyous  Abode,  which  thy  Mercy  has ’ore 

pared  for  me  and  which  the  Blood  of  my  Rede,™ 

hath  purchafed  !  Bear  me  to  the  eeneral  AtT,*  '  /  '  S 
a,rr,  **  Firft  horn,  to  the  innlZl^^t 
Angus,  and  to  the  Spirits  of  jo  ft  Men  made  perfect  d  ft  \ 

ttJTd  f'5  flefh  ma>-  fu&r>  fi/ady '  Soul 

beGe.igmfmiy  fixed  on  that  Glory  to  which  it  is  filing  < 

Let  Path  perform  tts  lad  Office  in  an  honourable  Man- 

fr  r  LrC,  ffly  few  «m*n.ng  Moments  on  Earth  be  fpent 
for  thy  Glory  ;  and  fo  let  me  afcend,  with  Love'  in 
my  Heart,  and  i  raife  on  my  faultering  'IWue  to  the 
World,  where  Love  and  Praife  ihall  be  compleat  !  Be  this 
tny  la  ft  Seng  on  Earth,  which  I  am  going  to  tune  in  Hea- 
ven  ;  Bleffmg,  and  Honour,  and  Glory,  and  Pozver  he  unto 

him  that  fitteth  on  the  Throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever 
and  ever  f  ( z)  Amen.”  J 

iu.  V- 


(y)  Heb.  xii.  22,23.  (z)  Rev.  v.  13. 
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